
WASHINGTON: Six months into his presidency,
Donald Trump is saddled with a stalled agenda,
a West Wing that resembles a viper’s nest, a pile
of investigations and a Republican Party that’s
starting to break away. Trump on Friday indirect-
ly acknowledged the troubled state of his
unconventional White House when he abruptly
replaced his chief of staff with hard-nosed
retired Gen John Kelly, until now the Homeland
Security secretary.

Kelly will take the desk of Reince Priebus, a
Republican operative who was skeptical of
Trump’s electoral prospects last year and ulti-
mately came to be viewed by the president as
weak and ineffective. Kelly’s ability to succeed
will depend on factors outside his control,
including whether Trump’s squabbling staff is
willing to put aside the rivalries that have sowed
disorder and complicated efforts to enact policy.

But the big question is can Kelly do what

Priebus couldn’t? And that’s curbing the presi-
dent’s penchant for drama and unpredictability,
and his tendency to focus more on settling
scores than promoting a policy agenda. No oth-
er aide or adviser has been successful on that
front. As a candidate, and now as president,
Trump has cycled through campaign chiefs and

advisers but has remained easily distracted by
his personal interests and only loosely tethered
to any policy plans.

“Trump has spent a lot of his political capital
on nothing but defending his own reputation,”
Alex Conant, a Republican strategist, said of
Trump’s first six months in office. “There is no
sustained strategy. His attention seems to shift
with whatever is leading cable news at that
moment.” Staff shake-ups are a tried-and-true
way for struggling presidents to signal that they
are ready to shift course.

In 1994, President Bill Clinton elevated budg-
et director Leon Panetta to chief of staff with a
mandate to bring more discipline to a loosely
organized White House. President George W
Bush made the same move with Josh Bolten in
2006 as the Bush presidency buckled under crit-
icism of his handling of the Iraq war and the
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Iran vows no halt to missile 

tests as West hardens tone 

Tehran, US trade blame over new naval incident in Gulf
TEHRAN: A defiant Iran vowed yesterday to press ahead
with its missile program and condemned new US sanc-
tions, as tensions rise after the West hardened its tone
against the Islamic republic. Meanwhile, Tehran and
Washington accused each other’s naval forces of provoca-
tive maneuvers in the Gulf that culminated in a US heli-
copter firing warning flares at Iranian vessels, the latest
close encounter between the countries in recent months.
The US Navy said it had reacted to unresponsive vessels
belonging to the Revolutionary Guards closing in on
American ships at high speed, a charge denied by Iran,
which described the American move as unprovoked.

“At 4 pm (1130 GMT) on Friday, the supercarrier USS
Nimitz and its accompanying warship, while being
monitored by the Guards’ frigates, flew a helicopter near
the Resalat oil and gas platform and approached the
force’s ships,” the Guards said. “The Americans in a
provocative and unprofessional move, sent a warning
message to the frigates and fired flares.” The Guards
“ignored the unconventional move by the US ships and
continued their mission, after which the supercarrier
and its warship left the area,” the statement added.

The US Navy said in a statement its ships were on a
routine patrol when an American helicopter “observed
several Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps naval vessels
approaching US naval forces at a high rate of speed”. It
added: “US naval forces attempted to establish commu-
nications, with no response from the Iranian vessels.
Shortly thereafter, at a safe distance, the US helicopter
deployed flares, after which the Iranian vessels halted
their approach.”
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s ousted prime minister Nawaz
Sharif named his brother Shahbaz, the chief minister
of Punjab province, as his successor and nominated
ex-oil minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi as an interim
premier in a defiant speech yesterday. The
announcement charts a way forward for Pakistan
after the Supreme Court deposed Sharif Friday fol-
lowing an investigation into corruption allegations
against him and his family.

The ruling brought to an unceremonious end his
historic third term in power and briefly plunged the
country into political uncertainty. “I support Shahbaz
Sharif after me but he will take time to contest elec-
tions so for the time being I nominate Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi,” Sharif said in a televised speech to
his party. The younger Sharif - who has so far been
unscathed by the corruption allegations engulfing
his brother’s family - holds only a provincial seat, so
must be elected to the national assembly before
becoming the new prime minister.

Earlier yesterday, the Election Commission of
Pakistan confirmed fresh elections would be held in
Nawaz Sharif ’s former constituency, in the family’s
power base of Punjab province, in a process which
could take up to 45 days. Considered more intelli-
gent but less charismatic than his older brother,
Shahbaz Sharif has controlled Punjab - Pakistan’s 
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Ousted Sharif names brother as successor

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s ousted prime minister Nawaz Sharif addresses his
party yesterday. (Inset) In this photograph taken on June 17, 2017,
Shahbaz Sharif addresses the media after appearing before the anti-cor-
ruption commission at the Federal Judicial Academy.  —AFP  
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GROZNY, Russia: As the plane from
Moscow touches down in Grozny, the
capital of the Russian republic of
Chechnya, a young woman wraps a
scarf around her hair. “Here it’s better
to be veiled,” she told AFP. On Grozny’s
streets, many women follow her exam-
ple and wear headscarves or a hijab
that covers the chest, while others are
in long dresses that hide their arms and
legs. “We don’t force women to wear a
headscarf,” the city’s mayor Muslim
Khuchiyev said. “But we remind them
that this is the Chechen tradition and
what our faith calls for”.

Under authoritarian leader Ramzan
Kadyrov, in power since 2007, the role
of Islam has grown massively in the
Russian North Caucasus republic. In
Grozny, dozens of mosques have been
built from the ruins of a city devastated
after separatists waged two wars
against the Russian army. Grozny hit
the headlines in recent months after
Russian opposition daily Novaya
Gazeta published a report alleging that
gay men were being persecuted by the
Chechen authorities. Homosexuality in
the conservative region is taboo.

Kadyrov, 40, has also expressed sup-
port for polygamy, which is against the
law in Russia, saying that “for me, the
most important thing is Islamic law”.
With alcohol sales restricted, school chil-
dren studying the canons of Islam and
women officially encouraged to wear
headscarves for work and study, regional
authorities are actively promoting Islam.

Malika, 29, goes to the mosque
every day with her husband. “In the last
two or three years, people have

become more and more religious,” she
said, adding that she makes her daugh-
ter take lessons in religious morality.
“Of course the authorities encourage
us. A religious woman is a good moth-
er, a religious man is a peaceful person,”
said Malika as her phone rang to alert
her to one of the five daily calls to
prayer, which are also broadcast
around the city over loudspeakers.
“Grozny has emerged from ruins to
become a modern Muslim city, a show-
case for Islam,” Khuchiyev said.

Taking pride of place in the center of
Grozny is the Akhmad Kadyrov
Mosque, named after Kadyrov’s father.
Chechnya’s previous leader, Akhmad
Kadyrov was assassinated in 2004. It
was opened in 2008 on the site of the
ruined former parliament building,
destroyed by Russian bombs. Now “the
largest mosque in Europe... is already
not big enough,” said Khuchiyev. Asked
about financing for the mosque, the
mayor simply said “the money came
from Allah”, echoing a phrase often
used by Kadyrov himself to bat away
questions about public spending.

Most of the city’s grand reconstruc-
tion projects were enabled by lavish
funding from Russia. Since taking pow-
er Kadyrov has sought to eliminate the
Islamist insurgency known as the
Caucasus Emirate that grew out of the
pro-independence fighting units in the
second Chechen war that erupted in
the late 1990s. “We absolutely had to
build new mosques so that people
came back to the good Islam,”
Khuchiyev said. 
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GROZNY, Russia: Young people take a photo in front of the Heart of Chechnya
- Akhmad Kadyrov Mosque and large letters reading ‘I love Grozny’ on July
26, 2017. — AFP 
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DUBAI: In this July 25, 2017 photo, a customer leaves the Pyongyang Okryu-Gwan
North Korean Restaurant. — AP

DUBAI: As pressure over North Korea’s
nuclear weapons program grows,
America’s most valued Arab allies host
thousands of its laborers, whose wages
help Pyongyang evade sanctions and
build the missiles now threatening the
US and its Asian partners, officials and
analysts say. From state-run restaurants
to construction sites, North Korean work-
ers in Kuwait,  Oman, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates face conditions
akin to forced labor while being spied on
by planted intelligence officers, eating
little food and suffering physical abuse,
authorities say.

North Korean laborers even have
helped expand a UAE military base that
hosts US forces fighting the Islamic State
group, two officials familiar with
Pyongyang’s tactics told AP. Emirati offi-

cials, who are now relying on South
Korean expertise to build the first nuclear
power plant on the Arabian Peninsula,
did not respond to requests for com-
ment. “To put it fairly simply - an isolated
country like North Korea is always seek-
ing hard currency,” said Giorgio Cafiero,
the CEO of the Washington-based politi-
cal risk consultancy Gulf State Analytics.
“ The Gulf is a place that the North
Koreans see as a very reliable place to
make the money.”

Longstanding international concerns
over North Korea’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram have intensified since it conducted
two nuclear tests last year and launched
its first intercontinental ballistic missile
July 4. Facing US and international sanc-
tions, North Korea has relied on its
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NEW YORK: Weary Republicans in Washington may
be ready to move on from healthcare, but conserva-
tives across the United States are warning the GOP-
led Congress not to abandon its pledge to repeal the
Obama-era health law - or risk a political nightmare
in next year’s elections. The Senate’s failure this past
week to pass repeal legislation has outraged the
Republican base and triggered a new wave of fear.
The stunning collapse has exposed a party so para-
lyzed by ideological division that it could not deliver
on its top campaign pledge.

After devoting months to the debate and seven
years to promising to kill the Affordable Care Act,
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, simply
said: “It’s time to move on.” But that’s simply not an
option for a conservative base energized by its
opposition to the health law. Local party leaders,
activists and political operatives are predicting pay-
back for Republicans lawmakers if they don’t revive
the fight.

“This is an epic fail for Republicans,” said Tim
Phillips, president of Americans For Prosperity, the
political arm of the conservative Koch Brothers’ net-
work. “Their failure to keep their promise will hurt
them. It will.” To the American Conservative Union,
the three Republican senators who blocked the
stripped-down repeal bill that failed in the wee
hours Friday are “sellouts”. A Trump-sanctioned super
political action committee did not rule out running
ads against uncooperative Republicans, which it did
recently against Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nev.

There are limited options for directly punishing
the renegade senators - John McCain of Arizona, Lisa
Murkowski of Alaska and Susan Collins of Maine.
None of the three is up for re-election next fall.
McCain, whose dramatic “no” vote killed the bill, is
serving his last term in office, has brain cancer and is
hardly moved by electoral threats. 
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