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MONACO: Four-time Olympic medalist
Frank Fredericks has been suspended
from duty by track and field’s governing
body, the IAAF, while he is investigated
for alleged corruption suspected of
being linked to the 2016 Olympics host-
ing vote.

The independent Athletics Integrity
Unit said yesterday that its request for
an interim ban on Fredericks, a former
sprinter from Namibia, was granted by
the IAAF disciplinary panel. Fredericks,
who is also an International Olympic
Committee member, is separately being

investigated by the IOC ethics commis-
sion over a near $300,000 payment he
received on Oct. 2, 2009 - the same day
Rio de Janeiro won the 2016 Olympic
hosting vote in a four-city contest.

French daily Le Monde alleged in
March that the payment came from a
Brazilian businessman and was chan-
neled through a sports marketing com-
pany created by Papa Massata Diack,
the son of former IAAF president Lamine
Diack. Both Diacks are implicated by
French prosecutors in a corruption case
that includes extorting money from ath-

letes to cover up doping.
Fredericks denies wrongdoing, claim-

ing the money was for contracted con-
sultancy work. He previously offered to
step aside from his IOC work and his
IAAF duties except his seat on the ruling
Council.

“I am not prepared to voluntarily
consent not to undertake my duties in
respect of the position I hold as IAAF
Council Member,” Fredericks wrote to
the disciplinary panel. However, he did
agree to avoid attending a meeting in
London next month on the sidelines of

the Aug. 4-13 world championships.
Fredericks plans to contest the sus-

pension at a hearing, the integrity unit
says. In its published interim ruling, the
IAAF disciplinary panel said Fredericks
had the presumption of innocence
while under investigation.

Still, the panel chairman noted that
“Fredericks has not, in the answers and
explanations he has provided to date,
disturbed the prima facie case of mat-
ters warranting investigation.” Those
matters include “whether there was any
connection between the Payment and

the IOC vote to award the 2016 summer
Olympics to Rio de Janeiro,” the IAAF
panel said.

Fredericks was seen as a rising star in
Olympic circles until  the case was
reported. He had to resign as chairman
of the IOC panel evaluating the bids of
Los Angeles and Paris to host the 2024
Olympics, and agreed not to take part in
that hosting decision due in September.

The 49-year-old official won silver
medals in 100 and 200 meters at both
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics and 1996
Atlanta Olympics. — AP

IAAF provisionally suspends Fredericks in payment probe

LE PUY-EN-VELAY: Great Britain’s Simon Yates celebrates his white jersey of best young on the podium at the end of the 189,5 km fifteenth stage
of the 104th edition of the Tour de France cycling race on Sunday between Laissac-Severac l’Eglise and Le Puy-en-Velay. — AFP 

LE PUY-EN-VELAY: British twins Adam and
Simon Yates will be given time to develop into
Grand Tour champions, their Orica team sports
director Matt White said. Adam Yates won the
young riders’ white jersey at the Tour de France
last year and Simon is currently in pole position
in that category this time around.

But at 24 years of age, Orica and White are
wary of putting too much pressure on the tal-
ented brothers from Bury, England. “We knew
they were talented but we had lots of talented
kids come through here, but the rate that they
developed was incredible really,” White told AFP.

“One reason they’re here and they stay here is
we’ve given them great opportunities from the
start. “We took Simon to the Tour de France as a
neo-pro and had to send him home after two
weeks because it wasn’t the best thing for him.
“It wasn’t that popular a decision at the time but
for the long term I didn’t want to kill him in his
first Tour. “Now it’s his third Tour and he’s got
those other two years under his belt, and that’s
why he’s handling the pressure of being in the
white jersey very well and riding top 10 of the
Tour de France as well, because it’s not easy.”
Yates is seventh overall and three minutes clear
of South Africa’s Louis Meintjes atop the young
rider competition.

He was sixth at last year’s Vuelta a Espana, his
best Grand Tour showing so far, while Adam was
fourth at last year’s Tour and ninth at May’s Giro
d’Italia. “They’re still kids, they’re 24-years-old,
they’re a long way from being at the best of their
abilities,” added White.

“We’ve had them since they turned profes-
sional and they’ve developed really well, and
we’re going to continue that development.” 

GOLDFISH BOWL 
The Tour may be the biggest goldfish bowl in

cycling but White insists the Yates brothers
should not be judged only by their results in
France. “We’d like to but at the moment we’re
not ready to win the Tour de France with the ros-
ter we’ve got, but I think long-term we’d love to
win the Tour de France.

“But we’d also like to win the Tour of Italy
(Giro) and the Tour of Spain (Vuelta) and maybe
they’re races that suit our riders’ characteristics
better.” Orica have sent the Yates brothers to four
Grand Tours each and later this year they will
both ride the Vuelta, the first time they’ve taken
on two Grand Tours in the same calendar year.

“The season’s long and we’ve got more objec-
tives than one bike race, and we’re developing
them as well,” said White. “Part of their develop-
ment this year is doing two Grand Tours: Adam’s
doing the Giro and the Vuelta, Simon’s doing the
Tour and the Vuelta as well, so they’ll be in the
Vuelta together.” It will be only the second time
they ride together in the same Grand Tour after
the Grand Boucle two years ago, where Adam
finished 50th and Simon 89th. In the meantime,
Orica are simply concentrating on retaining the
white jersey rather than looking to push Simon
Yates higher up the overall standings, even
though he’s only two minutes and two seconds
off the yellow jersey. “It’s pretty tight between
pretty much the top eight or nine guys. The lev-
els are quite similar and there’s only three oppor-
tunities where time can change, or if guys have a
bad day,” added White.

“We want to finish as high as possible but

we’re certainly not here with the goal of finish-
ing on the podium. “The goal we came here with

was to win the white jersey and finish inside the
top 10, and so far, so good.”— AFP

Orica’s long term 

plan for Yates twins

LE PUY-EN-VELAY: Tour de France hopeful
Nairo Quintana sprung to the defence of
his Movistar team yesterday after his father
had blasted the Spanish outfit in the
Colombian press.  This has been a Tour to
forget for Quintana and Movistar, right
since the opening stage.

Alejandro Valverde, who was third over-
all two years ago, crashed out in the stage
one time-trial and suffered a broken
kneecap.  Since then, Quintana has been far
from his brilliant best, losing almost four
minutes to his yellow jersey rivals on
Sunday when he dropped to 11th and more
than six minutes off the pace of leader Chris
Froome.  He is paying for having ridden in
May’s Giro d’Italia, where he finished sec-
ond, and has complained of tiredness dur-
ing the Tour.  That led to his father telling a
Colombian radio station that Movistar are
flogging his son and compromising his Tour
chances.  “I haven’t spoken to my father for
a few days. He has his opinion, what people
tell him,” said Quintana.

“He’s getting drunk on the people’s
praise, for his words, for his frustrations, in
one way or another, by all Colombians.” But
Quintana said this is only happening

because the Tour is going badly.  “When
you’re in front and winning, no-one says
anything and everything’s perfect.

“His words were of anger, in the
moment. I don’t think you should take
much notice of them, and I don’t share
them.” Luis Quintana had complained that
his son shouldn’t have raced at the Giro
when his main aim is the Tour de France.

It is widely considered that there is not
enough time to recover from the exertions
of riding the Giro in May before the Tour in
July.  “Colombians are protesting because
of what they (Movistar) are asking Nairo to
do,” Luis Quintana had told Radio Caracol
on Thursday.  “He shouldn’t have ridden the
Giro if they were taking him to the Tour.”
Last year, Quintana finished third at the
Tour before going on to win the Vuelta a
Espana in September.

It led Movistar to believe he was
stronger in his second Grand Tour of the
year than his first, so they decided to try
the Giro-Tour double this year. However,
Quintana has struggled several times in the
mountains, despite finishing second on
Friday’s Pyrenean stage, and has admitted
that it was a mistake. — AFP

Quintana distances himself 

from father’s criticism

LE PUY-EN-VELAY: Chris Froome admit-
ted yesterday he wouldn’t feel serene
during Saturday’s time-trial in Marseille
in the penultimate Tour de France stage
unless he can take more time out of his
rivals beforehand.

The stage 20 race against the clock
will be the last opportunity for any over-
all  contender to make a bid for the yel-
low jersey. And even though Froome is
widely considered a better time-trialist
than his rivals, and he currently leads the
race by 18 seconds from Fabio Aru, the
Briton said he’d want more of a buffer to
feel genuinely secure.

“I wouldn’t be sleeping easy (if that’s
the advantage he had on Saturday).  We
always  knew it was going to be a close
race and that’s exactly what it is,” said the
32-year-old reigning champion.

“This was to be expected and I knew
that every stage, every single second is
going to count.”

Three riders currently sit within 30
seconds of Froome-Aru at 18, Romain
Bardet at 23 and Rigoberto Uran at 29 —
with fourth placed Dan Martin only 1min
12sec further  back.

But it is Uran who Froome fears most
as the Colombian is usually the best
time-trialist of the Sky team leader’s clos-
est competitors. “Each rival presents dif-
ferent threats. If you look at Fabio Aru, he
won the first  mountain-top finish on the
Planche des Belles Filles.

“Perhaps he didn’t have such a good
day a couple of days ago, (but) he’s been
strong in the third week (of a Grand Tour)
before. We’ll have to wait and see how he

goes. “Romain Bardet has always been
strong in the last week of a Grand Tour
and he also has the team (AG2R) to back
him up, as we saw yesterday-he put me
under a lot of  pressure yesterday and we
really had to use the whole team just to
control that situation.

“Rigoberto Uran may be more of the
dark horse who just slips under the radar
a little  bit. “He’s probably the strongest
time-trialist of this group of GC riders, so
with  Marseille in mind he’s a big threat.”

‘THE END OF YELLOW’ 
This Tour has been far from plain-sail-

ing for Froome, who crashed in the first
week and has had two mechanical prob-
lems at crucial times in mountain stages
over the last week.

He admitted that when he had such a
difficulty on Sunday, and had to stop to
get a spare wheel off team-mate Michal
Kwiatkowski while his rivals rode off up
the road, he feared a fourth Tour victory
was slipping away.

“I think it dawned the second AG2R
put the hammer down yesterday and I
was standing  still on the side of the road
with Kwiato trying to change my back
wheel, I knew then already that this
could be the end of my fight for the yel-
low jersey.

“So I’m just incredibly grateful obvi-
ously the way my team-mates responded
under pressure there and that I had the
legs to get back to that main group by
the top of the  climb. “Had I not got
there, that could have been the end of
the race for the overall for me.” — AFP

LE PUY EN VELAY: Britain’s Christopher Froome leaves on his bicycle before a training
session during the 104th edition of the Tour de France cycling race yesterday in Le
Puy en Velay.  — AFP 

Uneasy Froome to extend 

Tour lead before TT

TORONTO: Josef Newgarden had some fun at
hometown star James Hinchcliffe’s expense in
the Honda Indy Toronto. “I love beating Hinch
in Canada,” Newgarden said. Newgarden raced
to his second Toronto victory in three years
Sunday, dominating on the streets surround-
ing Exhibition Place. Hinchcliffe was third
behind Alexander Rossi.

“I love Hinch. He’s a great representative,
but this is so good,” Newgarden said.
Newgarden came out in front on Lap 25 after a
crash by Tony Kanaan caused a caution and
maintained an advantage of over two seconds
for the majority of the rest of the race. The 26-
year-old Tennessee driver has five career victo-
ries, also winning in Alabama in April. He gave
Team Penske its 193rd victory, the most of any
team. “I think that is twice I have had good
calls and got into the pits at the right time,”
Newgarden said. “Thank you to the guys and
thank you to Tim (Cindric) for making that call.
We got it right, but it was all about managing
the race after that. I thought we had a very fast
car, we got a pretty good start, and stayed out
of the mayhem. Very, very happy for all of
Team Penske.”

Rossi had his first podium finish of the year
and best result since winning the 2016
Indianapolis 500. “It’s been a long time com-
ing, looking for that first podium and hopeful-
ly it can be a foundation to go into more wins,”
Rossi said. “At least we finally kind of got the
monkey off our back. I t was a huge turn

around overnight by Andretti Autosport to get
this car to where it needed to be.” Hinchcliffe
was third for the second straight year.

“We were catching Alex and Josef in that
last stint,” Hinchcliffe said. “The car really came
alive on the blacks so big thanks to Schmidt
Peterson Motorsports, all the guys - great
stops - and all the fans in Toronto. I mean the
support that we feel each and every year is
amazing.” Marco Andretti was fourth, followed
by Simon Pagenaud, Ryan Hunter-Reay, Max
Chilton, Helio Castroneves, Graham Rahal and
series leader Scott Dixon. Dixon has a three-
point lead over Castroneves with five races
left. Kanaan had his brakes lock up while leav-
ing the pits and connected with the protective
tires in Turn 1. The caution caused the top-
three cars of Castroneves, Pagenaud and Rahal
to fall back. Thundershowers were a threat
throughout the race but held off. It started out
sunny and humid, then clouded over during
the event and it rained lightly at a few points.

Newgarden said the weather threat and
possibility of having to switch to a different set
of tires was an added stress. “I was concerned
about that and how it would throw a wrench
into the works,” Newgarden said. “If it starts
raining when I’m on the wrong end of the
track, then that wouldn’t be very good.”

Esteban Gutierrez, the rookie who crashed
late in qualifying Saturday, was cleared to race
after experiencing concussion-like symptoms.
He finished 14th. — AP

Newgarden races to second 

Toronto IndyCar victory

TORONTO: Josef Newgarden lifts a trophy on the podium after winning the Honda Indy
Toronto in Toronto on Sunday. —AP


