
BARCELONA: New Barcelona coach Ernesto Valverde laughed off the
idea of bringing in new players yesterday saying the best signings were
the players already in the dressing room. “I’m more than hap-
py with the way things stand,” said Valverde when
pressed on the potential signing of Paris Saint-Germain
midfielder Marco Verratti. “Happy with the players, hap-
py with their work and their attitude,” he said as his play-
ers prepare for their trip to the United States tomorow. “I
really don’t care about any player anywhere else,” he
said, knowing fans will be keen to win back the Spanish
League title and indeed the Champions League, both
won by their arch-rivals Real Madrid. “Even if you might
argue we need back up in certain areas,” he said,
adding Barcelona had no offers on the table for any
of their players either. —AFP
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LAUSANNE: Marseille are in the hunt for an extra striker and coach
Rudi Garcia said he is looking to snag a last minute bargain before
the transfer window snaps shut. Former Roma coach Garcia who
won the French title with Lille in 2011 was brought in last season by
ambitious new American owner Frank McCourt to help Marseille
rival Monaco and PSG. With Garcia’s clout the club have rebuilt their
squad attracting in the summer transfer window France defender
Adil Rami from Sevilla, striker Valere Germain from champions
Monaco, Brazil midfielder Luiz Gustavo from Wolfsburg, and France
goalkeeper Steve Mandanda from Crystal Palace. But at Marseille’s
pre-season base at Lausanne Garcia told AFP he was patiently track-
ing a target man before the transfer window closes next month. “If
we lose Valere today we will again be in the same position as last
year (when they suffered a glut of injuries),” Garcia told AFP.—AFP

Marseille to lure last 
minute centre forward

BUDAPEST: Giorgio Minisini and Manila Flamini earned Italy its first gold
medal of the world swimming championships by winning the mixed duet

technical synchronized swimming competition yesterday.
Minisini and Flamini finished with a total of 90.2979 points,
edging Russia’s Mikhaela Kalancha and Aleksandr Maltsev
by just 0.034 of a point. “Doing 90 in this competition is
something unbelievable. We couldn’t even think about
such high scores,” Minsini said. The Italian pair impressed
the judges with a choreography called, “A Scream from
Lampedusa,” created by Russian synchronized swimmer

Anastasia Ermakova, and dedicated to the huge numbers of
migrants arriving on the Italian island between Sicily and

Tunisia every year. “Italy had two bronze medals in
Kazan. But we wanted to be better,” Minsini said of the
last worlds in Russia.—AP

Minisini, Flamini get 
Italy’s first gold 

Messi and Neymar 
praised by coach

TENNIS GOLF

BEDMINSTER:  South Korea’s Park Sung-Hyun
won her first major golf title Sunday, firing her
second consecutive five-under par 67 to capture
the US Women’s Open as US President Donald
Trump watched. Park, the event’s seventh South
Korean winner in 10 years, finished 72 holes at
Trump National on 11-under 277 to defeat 17-
year-old South Korean amateur Choi Hye-Jin by
two strokes.

“I am excited and happy,” Park said through a
translator. “It feels unreal to a certain extent.”
Deadlocked for the lead with Choi, Park sank a
six-foot birdie putt at the par-4 17th, the fourth
and final birdie of the round on the day’s hardest
hole, then moments later chipped inches from
the cup and tapped in at the par-5 18th to end it.

“When I was about to hit the fourth shot, my
mind just went blank, but my caddie kept assur-
ing me so I calmed down and made my shot,
and when it went (so close) I was pleased,” Park
said. “I did not have the best first and second
rounds. I wanted to believe in myself for the
remaining rounds so that helped, trusting
myself.” In her US Women’s Open debut last year,
Park led by two shots after 36 holes but closed
with back-to-back 74s and settled for a share of
third. Park, 23, took her first LPGA triumph as a
tour rookie. She won seven times on the Korean
LPGA Tour last year, topping its money list.
Trump, who gave Park a “thumbs up” sign after
the victory, watched from an enclosed viewing
area near the 15th green.

He was welcomed by most spectators despite
outrage sparked by his controversial remarks
about women during his presidential campaign.

DEMONSTRATORS PROTEST 
Two small groups of demonstrators in anti-

Trump T-shirts appeared at the enclosure
Sunday, according to USA Today and New Jersey
Advance Media. One had seven people in shirts
spelling out “RESIST!” with “This is not normal” on
the backs of the shirts. They appeared for five
minutes and departed before Trump arrived.

Four people from the women’s rights group
UltraViolet sported shirts saying “USGA - Drop
Sexist Trump” and they stared silently at Trump
as he waved to well-wishers.

With Trump watching, Park birdied the par-5
15th to seize the lead at 10-under and Choi fol-
lowed with a six-foot birdie putt to match her.
But Choi found the water with her tee shot at
the 139-yard, par-3 16th for a double bogey that
dropped her two back and Park birdied 17, her
12th birdie in 26 holes, to ensure Choi’s birdie at
18 was too little and too late.

“There were some disappointing parts but I’m
happy I was able to play very well in this tourna-
ment,” Choi said through a translator. “I was hit-
ting the ball perfect. On 16 I was trying to hit it
even more perfectly and that’s what made it a
missed shot.”

FENG FALTERS 
World number one Ryu So-Yeon and Hur Mi-

Jung, also from South Korea, shared third on 281
with Spain’s Carlotta Ciganda, South Korean Lee
Jeong-Eun6 and China’s Feng Shanshan-who led
after each of the first three rounds-sharing fifth
on 282. Feng, who had only two bogeys in the
first 71 holes, closed with a triple bogey to shoot
75. She was hoping to become the first US

Women’s Open wire-to-wire winner since
American Hollis Stacy in 1977.

“Before the last hole I did pretty well. I did a
good job hanging in right there because my put-
ting was not really that great,” said Feng, who
needed to hole her third shot at 18 to force a
playoff and instead overshot the green.

“I don’t know how I hit it that far on the third
shot and then I just lost myself after that. Overall,

I think I had a great week this week. My second-
best finish at the US Open. Still a very good
experience.” World amateur number two Choi,
who won a qualifier in South Korea last month
to earn her spot in the field, would have become
the youngest major champion in women’s golf
history. New Zealand’s Lydia Ko still owns the
mark from her 2015 Evian Championship win at
18 years, four months and 20 days. — AFP

BEDMINSTER: US Open champion Sung Hyun Park of Korea addresses the fans with her interpreter after the final round of the US Women’s
Open on Sunday at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey.— AFP

S Korea’s Park Sung-Hyun 
wins US Women’s Open

IRVINE: Andrew Dodt’s wife is going to
have to purchase woollens and water-proof
attire after her 31-year old husband quali-
fied for this week’s British Open. Dodt, and
despite a disappointing Scottish Open final
round 73 for a share of fourth place on
eight-under par, secured the third and last
Royal Birkdale place on offer at Dundonald
Links on Sunday.

The strapping Queenslander denied
Londoner Anthony Wall, married to an
Australian born former air stewardess, by
virtue of a higher world ranking.  Dodt
went into the event ranked No. 193 and
Wall currently 245th in the world. Rachel
Dodt arrived from Sydney and into a rain
and windswept Glasgow Airport on
Saturday morning but packed for a five-day
holiday in summery New York, and a last
holiday trip overseas Dodt revealed ahead
of the couple intending to start a family.

She was among the first to greet Dodt
when he left the Dundonald scorer’s hut.
“Rachel and I were meant to be off to New
York tomorrow morning, but pretty happy
to be going to Birkdale and my first Major,”
he said.  “So, I am over the moon. Over the
moon. It’s been a big goal of mine sort of
the back end of last year and this year to
play my first major, and yeah, next week,
bring it on.”

The result is Dodt’s sixth top-0o in his 26

Tour events this year and, in some way,
makes amends for last May’s disappoint-
ment in leading going into the final round
of the BMW PGA Championship but only to
finish in a share of sixth on the famed
“Burma Road” course.

And encouraging Dodt over the last few
holes on the final day at Dundonald was
1995 Scottish Open winner, Wayne Riley,
who was working as a course commentator
for SKY Sports. “I found myself particularly
on the back nine, just a little bit mentally
fatigued,” said Dodt.

“I felt like I used a lot of energy early on
in the round and really had to take things a
bit slower and take one step at a time a bit
more, because I knew The Open spot was
right in line and had to sort of dig as deep
as I could down the stretch.

“I kind of knew I had to hole that. Up the
fairway, said birdie would be nice but par
should be good. “So, it’s great news that
I’ve finally done it, play my first major”.  And
Dodt’s effort comes just a month after
good friend and Adelaide born Wade
Ormsby contested his first Major in qualify-
ing for the US Open.

Dodt will now join a big contingent of
11 Australians to compete at Royal Birkdale
and on the 26th anniversary Ian Baker-
Finch and Mike Harwood finished one and
two in the 1991 Open. —AFP

Dodt happily swaps NY 
for Open at Birkdale

CARLSBAD: Maria Sharapova is realistic as
she tries to regain her form after a 15-
month drug suspension. “I think no road is
easy,” Sharapova said Sunday before a
World Team Tennis match.

Sharapova played for the Orange
County Breakers in their season-opening
match against the defending champion
San Diego Aviators at the La Costa Resort
and Spa. It was Sharapova’s first appear-
ance in the US since testing positive for
meldonium at the 2016 Australian Open.

She returned to the court in April and
played three tournaments in Europe. In her
first event, the Russian star reached the
Porsche Tennis Grand Prix semifinals. A
thigh injury prevented Sharapova from
competing in the grass-court season that
ended at Wimbledon on Sunday. 

But now she’s fit and ready for a summer
run, hoping to cap it at the US Open. “It’s
nice to have a schedule again and some-
thing that I really miss, having a tourna-
ment on the schedule and a calendar and
knowing what I  have to prepare for,”
Sharapova said.

When her initial two-year ban was
reduced to 15 months, some questioned if
Sharapova, a five-time Grand Slam champi-
on, was given beneficial treatment.

“I served the suspension period and I
think there’s not much more that I could
add to that,” Sharapova said. Ken
Macdonald, one of Sunday’s spectators,
welcomed her return.

“She’s good for women’s tennis,”
Macdonald said. “She deserves a second
chance.” But Sharapova also hears her
detractors claiming she got a pass.
Sharapova, one of the world’s most recog-

nizable female athletes, said that she’s
answering her critics by showing up.

REALISTIC
“I think just by doing what I do, and

that’s playing tennis,” she said. “That’s what
I wanted to do from the very beginning.
I’ve done it. I’ve always had the choice of
not doing it. I have had a lot in my career.
I’ve had the support.

“As someone who is 30 years old, I
achieved enough to call it a day. But there’s
something deeper. It’s more than just the
sport. It’s something I’ve done all my life
and my career. I wanted to continue that.
That’s where my focus is and not much
else.” Sharapova said her schedule leading
to the US Open will include another WTT
appearance and WTA Tour stops at Stanford
and Toronto. She declined to predict how
she would fare at the US Open, the year’s
final Grand Slam event.

“It’s not something that I think about; it’s
not part of my job,” she said. “Just because I
have to be realistic that I haven’t played in a
long time. With the injury, it was almost like
a two-year break for me. The importance
and significance of every tournament is
much more in my mind than what I can or
cannot do at the US Open.”

Which brought her back to the WTT and
the La Costa Resort and Spa, where she
won twice when it was WTA Tour stop.

“This was a great little addition to my
schedule,” she said. “I  hadn’t actually
planned on playing World Team Tennis but
I just thought I could use the bonus match-
es as I like to call them. Play in front of the
crowds and come back to places that I’ve
competed at before.” —AP

Maria Sharapova

Sharapova makes first US  
appearance since drug ban

SILVIS: Third-round leader Patrick Rodgers
knew that it would take a ton of birdies Sunday
to win the John Deere Classic. Bryson
DeChambeau took that advice to heart.
DeChambeau overcame a four-stroke deficit to
beat Rodgers by a stroke for his first PGA Tour
title - and a spot next week in the British Open.

The 23-year-old DeChambeau birdied four
of the final six holes at TPC Deere Run for a 6-
under 65 and an 18-under 266 total. In 2015,
the unconventional former SMU star became
the fifth player to win the NCAA individual
title and US Amateur in the same year. The
win punctuated a comeback of sorts for
DeChambeau, who capped a string of missed
cuts with a 6-over finish last month in the U.S.
Open. “I show everybody that, ‘Look. There’s
plenty of ways to do it.’ I do it my way and I
feel comfortable doing it my way,”
DeChambeau said. Rodgers closed with 70.

DeChambeau made a 14-foot birdie putt
on No. 18 to pull even with Rodgers. Rodgers
then had a par putt on No. 17 lip out, and
sent his tee shot on 18 into the rough. Wesley
Bryan (64) and Rick Lamb (66) tied for third at
16 under, and past tournament champions
Steve Stricker (64) and Zach Johnson (67)
topped the group at 15 under.

DeChambeau played the front nine in even
par, then birdied six of the final nine holes to
surge to the top of the leaderboard. Rodgers,
on the other hand, had four bogeys - and his
approach on No. 18 sailed past the green.
Rodgers nearly chipped in from 50 feet to
force a playoff, missing the cup by a foot.
DeChambeau became the 10th first-time win-
ner on the PGA Tour this season. “Our tenden-
cy when you have the lead is to kind of hold
on and play safe and guard against making
mistakes. But I had guys coming at me with
some really low rounds. Obviously Bryson
shot a great one,” said Rodgers, who remained
winless on the PGA Tour.

Bryan, who won the RBC Heritage for his
first career victory in April, shot a 30 on the
back nine. Lamb was 13 under for the final
two rounds but was done in by pedestrian
efforts in the first two rounds.

Stricker, who won at TPC Deere Run from
2009-11, grabbed a share of the lead before
Rodgers teed off Sunday. Stricker, 50, went 8-
under par through 14 holes to jump all the
way up from 34th place. But Stricker’s only
bogey came on the 18th hole, when his par

putt grazed the cup.
“Realistically, if I could have made a couple

more birdies there and could have got it to
18-under, who knows? Just couldn’t get it in
there,” Stricker said. Johnson, who won the
tournament in 2012 and has finished in the
top three six times in his last eight appear-
ances, challenged the leaders yet again
before falling back. Johnson picked up
bogeys on a pair of par 4s on the back nine,
and he missed a 4-foot birdie putt on 14.

“My goal was to birdie every hole and give
myself a chance on every hole. Early on it
looked like my game plan was being execut-
ed,” Johnson said. Bubba Watson shot a 68 to
finish at 9 under. —AP

Bryson DeChambeau rallies
to win John Deere Classic

SILVIS: Bryson DeChambeau poses with the
championship trophy following the final
round of the John Deere Classic at TPC Deere
Run on Sunday in Silvis, Illinois. —AFP


