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The lawmaker also asked if Kuwaiti authorities have
demanded that Iran extradite the 14 men to Kuwait to
serve their jail terms. Tabtabaei also asked the minister
about what precautionary measures the ministry has
taken to avoid the reoccurrence of what he described as
the most serious breach of Kuwait’s security.

In a related development, Islamist MP Mohammad
Hayef said yesterday that one of those convicted in the
pro-Iran cell was working as the director of a private tel-
evision station. In questions to the acting information
minister, the lawmaker demanded a copy of the license
of the channel and names of its board of directors. He
asked about the measures taken by the ministry against
the channel after its director had been convicted in a
final court verdict and demanded to know the reasons if
no actions had been taken until now.

Separately, MP Safa Al-Hashem continued her anti-
expatriate proposals by demanding a 10-year cap on
the stay of foreigners in the country and a ban on
dependent visas, except for parents. The lawmaker, who
has already proposed taxing expatriates and imposing a
five-percent fee on their money transfers, also called
yesterday for doubling the charges for the recruitment
of expatriates - to be paid by sponsors.

Hashem said that the country’s demographic struc-
ture is very imbalanced in favor of expatriates, whose
numbers are three times that of Kuwaitis, and called for
strict measures to deal with this imbalance. Hashem
said she submitted her proposals because many laws
and decisions regarding foreign workers are not being
implemented, which has enabled expatriates to work in
more than one job, thus depriving Kuwaitis of such jobs.

She proposed that contractors of government proj-
ects must be forced to repatriate their expat workers
back to their home countries after completing the proj-
ects. She also called for activating the rules and condi-
tions regulating the process of estimating the needs of
businesses of manpower from abroad to control the
recruitment process.

Hashem proposed a total ban on dependent visas
except for parents, and if any exceptions are provided,
the sponsors must bear all their medical expenses. She
also called for doubling the recruitment fees to be paid
by the sponsors, but she exempted recruitment of
maids from the increase. Hashem also proposed that
the stay of expatriates in Kuwait should be limited to 10
years with the possibility of extending it only once for
highly skilled employees. According to the latest official
figures, there are 3.1 million expatriates in Kuwait at
present against just 1.35 million Kuwaiti citizens.

MPs demand answers after ‘Abdaly cell’...
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Kuwait has been leading mediation efforts between
Qatar and the four Arab states boycotting it. Sisi told
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled he appreciated what HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah was doing to preserve Arab unity, but that
Egypt would not let anyone interfere in its affairs and
would stand strong against policies that support terrorism,
his spokesman Alaa Youssef said in a statement. 

“The foreign minister affirmed to his Kuwaiti counterpart
Egypt’s commitment to the list of demands presented to the

state of Qatar and the continuation of sanctions taken
against it,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said
in a statement. The insistence comes “in light of what the
quartet states see as Qatar’s stalling and procrastination, and
lack of concern for the concerns of the four states,” he said.

Shoukry told Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled the only way the
crisis would be resolved was if Qatar fulfilled the demands,
which include curtailing its support for the Muslim
Brotherhood, shutting down the pan-Arab Al-Jazeera
satellite TV channel, closing a Turkish military base and
downgrading its relations with rival Iran. —Agencies 

FM meets Sisi; Egypt insists on demands
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Gargash also warned Qatar it could not belong to
the Gulf Cooperation Council if it undermined regional
security, calling for a “change of behavior” but not
“regime change”. He repeated claims - denied by Qatar
- that the country funds extremists. “This is our mes-
sage: You cannot be part of a regional organization
dedicated to strengthening mutual security and fur-
thering mutual interest and at the same time under-
mine that security,” he said. “You cannot be both our
friend and a friend of al-Qaeda.”

The Gulf crisis is the worst to hit the region since the
establishment of the GCC in 1981. “We’ve sent a mes-
sage to Qatar. We’ve said we are not there to escalate.
We are not after regime change. We are after a change
of behavior,” Gargash said. “We need to do that and

when we do that, come back to the fold and we can
work together,” he added.

Gargash said there was a broader problem with
financing for extremists in the Gulf but that countries
like Saudi Arabia were “dealing with it”. “The difference is
that the Saudi government realizes it does have an issue
and the Saudi government is acting over the last years
to deal with this issue,” he said. Regarding the possibility
of Qatar being excluded from the GCC, Gargash said:
“The GCC is in crisis and I don’t think it serves our pur-
poses to say let’s take Qatar out.”

“What we really do want is we either reach an
agreement and Qatar’s behavior changes, or Qatar
makes its own bed and they can move on and we can
move with a new relationship. But we cannot have a
member who is undermining us and supporting
extremism,” he said. — Agencies 

UAE denies any hacking of Qatar
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Saudi news website Sabq reported that the king-
dom’s morality police had corresponded with other
agencies to investigate further after the video was
brought to their attention.

Social media is wildly popular in Saudi Arabia as a space

to vent frustrations and gauge public opinion. With more
than half of the population of Saudi Arabia under 25-years-
old, the country’s 30-year-old heir to the throne, Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, has pushed for greater
openings for entertainment in part to appease the coun-
try’s youth, but strict gender segregation rules and other
restrictions on women’s movement remain in place.  — AP 

Girl’s post in mini draws ire

People sit in a boat on a lake at sunset outside the Russian city of Sortavala yesterday. — AFP 
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a backlash from residents and other factions. So far, it has
stayed relatively pragmatic: it takes every opportunity to show it
is in charge but has shown no interest in a wide-scale imposition
of an extremist vision of Islamic law.

They halted public killings of criminals; there are no religious
police patrolling streets, arresting or beating people - and they
haven’t forced women to wear the niqab face veil. That is a sharp
contrast to the Islamic State group in the stretches of Syria and
Iraq where the rival militant group has ruled the past three years.
Instead, Al-Qaeda administrators and fighters try to enforce some
rules on a smaller scale while avoiding heavy-handed confronta-
tion and presenting themselves as the champions of Syria’s “revo-
lution” against Assad.

Idlib now stands in a tenuous position among the internation-
al and regional powers that are effectively carving up Syria.
Assad’s Russian-backed military is focused on fighting Islamic
States militants further to the east, as are the United States and its
Kurdish led-allies. Turkey and its allies have seized a pocket of ter-
ritory neighboring Idlib. Eventually, all these forces will turn their
attention to the fate of the opposition enclave.

In the meantime, Idlib, swelling with more than 900,000
Syrians displaced from fallen rebel enclaves elsewhere, is the

refuge of an opposition movement that only a few years earlier
appeared to have the momentum in the conflict. Now Kisar and
others like her are trying to keep Al-Qaeda’s influence at bay.
“Everyone sold us out,” she said in a recent interview in her office
in Istanbul, where she regularly travels. Kisar said the internation-
al community’s fear of radical Islamists taking over Syria is exag-
gerated and reflects a lack of understanding of the Syrian opposi-
tion. She and others argue that the militants are needed, they
provide services and infrastructure as well as skilled fighters for
now, but will not have support later.

From the start, Kisar has been a true believer in the uprising.
After the revolt began in 2011, she left her administrative job at a
Dallas university and joined the opposition. She traveled with
fighters on the front lines, helping displaced people. She organ-
ized services in opposition territories. Along the way, she sur-
vived an airstrike and lost a colleague who was kidnapped by
Islamic State group militants and was later believed killed.

Finally, she settled in Maaret Al-Numan, Idlib’s second largest
city. It was one of the few strongholds of the moderate Free
Syrian Army, the umbrella group for the internationally-backed
opposition factions. In recent years, radical factions like Al-Qaeda
have grown in influence and gained a foothold. But Maaret’s resi-
dents largely continued to support the FSA. They held repeated
protests whenever Al-Qaeda fighters went too far, arresting jour-
nalists or cracking down on opponents. — AP

US-Syrian woman sets up school...


