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LONDON: Switzerland’s Roger Federer (L) and Croatia’s Marin Cilic pose with their trophies after Federer won their men’s singles final match, during the presentation on the last day of the 2017 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis
Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, yesterday. Roger Federer won 6-3, 6-1, 6-4. — AFP

LONDON: Roger Federer won a record eighth
Wimbledon tit le and became the tourna-
ment ’s oldest champion yesterday with a
straight-sets victory over injury-hit Marin Cilic
who dramatically broke down in tears midway
through the final.

Federer claimed his 19th Grand Slam title
6-3, 6-1, 6-4 and at 35 is Wimbledon’s oldest
men’s winner of the modern era, succeeding
Arthur Ashe, who was almost 32 when he won
in 1976.

However,  the Swiss  superstar ’s  11th
Wimbledon final, and 29th at the majors, will
also be remembered for the moving sight of
the popular Cilic breaking down in tears after
slipping 3-0 behind in the second set. The sev-
enth seeded Croatian,  the 2014 US Open
champion, sobbed inconsolably and buried
his head in his towel as his title dream slipped

away. He had his left foot taped at the end of
the second set but it was in vain as Federer
became the first player since Bjorn Borg in
1976 to win Wimbledon without dropping a
set in the entire tournament.

“He’s a hero,” Federer said of his opponent.
Twelve months ago, Federer was defeated in
five sets in the semi-finals by Milos Raonic and
promptly shut down his season to rest a knee
injur y.   “ I t ’s  d isbel ief  I  can achieve such
heights. I wasn’t sure I would ever be here in
another final after last year,” said Federer, who
turns 36 in three weeks’ time and who has
now broken the tie for seven Wimbledon titles
he shared with Pete Sampras and Will iam
Renshaw.

“I had some tough ones in the finals, losing
two against Novak (Djokovic). “But I always
believed. I kept on believing and dreaming I

could get back.  “Here am I today with the
eighth. It’s fantastic, if you keep believing you
can go far in your life.”

Federer won his 18th Slam in Australia in
Januar y on his  return to the tour  before
adding the Indian Wells and Miami Masters
back-to-back and a ninth Halle grasscourt title.
He also skipped the entire claycourt season.
“I’ve got to take more time off,” joked Federer,
playing in just his seventh event of the year.
“I’ll be gone again for the next six months! I
don’t know if it will work as well again.”

Cilic, who had spent four and a half hours
more than Federer getting to the final, said
retiring with his injury was never an option. “I
never give up in a match. I gave it my best-it’s
all I can do,” said Cilic who was still emotional
at the trophy presentation.

“I had an amazing journey here. I played

the best tennis of my life. I  really want to
thank my team-they gave so much strength to
me.” Beneath a star-studded Royal Box where
Prince William and wife Kate rubbed shoulders
with actors Hugh Grant and Bradley Cooper,
Cilic had his first break point in the fourth
game. It was saved by Federer and it was to be
Cilic’s only glimmer of hope.

NASTY FALL 
Federer broke in the next game when his

opponent suffered a nasty fall on the worn
surface which was to ultimately undermine his
challenge. Federer then served up two love
service games before claiming the opener 6-3
off a Cilic double fault, the Croatian’s second
of the final.

The Swiss superstar swept into a 3-0 lead in
the second set and at the changeover, Cilic

slumped in his courtside chair in tears and in
obvious pain. The trainer and doctor were
summoned before Cilic hid his head in his tow-
el in a desperate attempt to compose himself.

The 28-year-old held serve on the resump-
tion but the lethal barrage continued, Federer
stretching his lead over his friend to 4-1. Cilic
dropped the set 6-1 and called a medical
timeout to have his left foot bandaged and
take a painkiller.

His discomfort was reflected in his statis-
tics. By the end of the second set, he had
served just two aces compared to the 130 he
had fired past bamboozled opponents in his
previous six rounds.  Federer pounced again
with a break for 4-3 and wrapped up the one-
sided final with a second serve ace to com-
plete his coronation after just 1hr 41 minutes.
Fittingly, he too wept at the end. — AFP

Federer wins record 8th Wimbledon 

LONDON: First there was one of the longest doubles finals in
Wimbledon history. And then there was one of the shortest. The
men’s final was the first match on Centre Court following the
women’s singles championship Saturday. Lukasz Kubot and Marcelo
Melo beat Oliver Marach and Mate Pavic 5-7, 7-5, 7-6 (2), 3-6, 13-11 in
a match that lasted 4 hours, 40 minutes - only 21 minutes shorter
than the longest men’s doubles final in history.

That was followed by the women’s doubles final, which Ekaterina
Makarova and Elena Vesnina won 6-0, 6-0 over Chan Hao-ching and
Monica Niculescu. The last 20 minutes of the men’s final was played
under a closed roof because of darkness. 

The entire women’s match was played indoors on the Centre
Court grass. The roof was closed for the women’s final earlier in the
day because of rain, but it was open at the start of the men’s doubles
match. But at 8:40 p.m., the roof was closed again because of dark-
ness. “When we stopped, we know we have to be strong at this
moment,” Melo said. “I played the final here before. I know I have to
manage this if you want to succeed and be a Grand Slam champion.”

With the win, Melo will return to the No. 1 ranking in men’s dou-
bles. For both Melo and Kubot, it is their second Grand Slam title.
Melo won the 2015 French Open with Ivan Dodig. Kubot won the
2014 Australian Open with Robert Lindstedt.

The longest men’s doubles final in Wimbledon history was in
1992, when John McEnroe and Michael Stich beat Jim Grabb and
Richey Reneberg 5-7, 7-6 (5), 3-6, 7-6 (5), 19-17. That match lasted
5:01 and was also the final with the most games played at 83. The
women’s doubles final began at 9:30 p.m. and lasted 55 minutes.

“We were sitting and waiting. We knew that it’s going to be five
sets. We knew it was going to be drama at the end. We knew it was
going to be something,” Vesnina said. “Martina Navratilova told us,
‘Do you know you girls have to finish till 11?’

“After the first set, I looked at the clock. OK, we’re still fine.” It was
Makarova and Vesnina’s third Grand Slam title together. The 2016
Olympic doubles  champions won the French Open in 2013 and the
US Open in 2014.

The result was the first “double bagel” in the women’s doubles
final since 1953, when Shirley Fry and Doris Hart beat Maureen
Connolly and Julia Sampson 6-0, 6-0. —AP

LONDON: Elena Vesnina of Russia, right and her compatriot Ekaterina Makarova, hold up their
winners trophies after they defeated Romania’s Monica Niculescu, and Taiwan’s Hao-Ching
Chan to win the Women’s Doubles final match on day twelve at the Wimbledon Tennis
Championships in London Saturday. —AP

NOTTINGHAM: England were set a
record target of 474 to win the second
Test against South Africa at Trent Bridge
yesterday. South Africa declared their
second innings on 343 for nine shortly
before the close of the third day.

The most any side have made to win
in the fourth innings of a Test is the West
Indies’ 418 for seven against Australia at
St John’s, Antigua, in 2003. Hashim Amla
top-scored for the Proteas on Sunday
with 87, opener Dean Elgar made 80
and returning captain Faf du Plessis 63.
Off-spinner Moeen Ali took four for 78.

At tea, the Proteas were 236 for four
in their second innings-a lead of 366
runs-after Amla had fallen for 87.
Returning captain Faf du Plessis was 42
not out and Temba Bavuma unbeaten
on 12. South Africa’s current total was
already well above the highest ever
score made to win in the fourth innings
in 118 years of Test cricket at Trent
Bridge-England’s 284 for six against New
Zealand in 2004.

South Africa started the session on
160 for three, with Amla 61 not out and
du Plessis four not out.  England bowled
tightly but with South Africa having
established a commanding position in
the match, and so much time left in the
game, there was no need for their
fourth-wicket pair to take undue risks.

Amla and du Plessis, both renowned
for their patience at the crease, were
instead content to pick off the loose ball,
with the captain cutting fast bowler

Mark Wood and off-driving Stuart Broad
for four apiece. Meanwhile Amla’s trade-
mark wristy flick off James Anderson
gave him a boundary and he raised
South Africa’s 200 with a delicate swept
four against off-spinner Moeen Ali.

But closing in on what would have
been his 27th Test century and seventh
against England, Amla-who made 78 in
the first innings-fell 13 short this time
around. Trying to whip left-arm spinner
Liam Dawson, whom he’d earlier hit for a
straight six to complete his fifty, Amla
was struck on the pad as he went down
the pitch  Umpire Paul Reiffel, the former
Australia seamer rejected the lbw appeal
but England reviewed his decision and,
with replays showing the ball straighten-
ing into middle stump, Amla-who made
South Africa’s Test record 311 not out
against England at The Oval in 2012 —
was out.

It was the end of a near five-hour
innings of 180 balls including 14 fours
and that lone six. South Africa, well beat-
en by 211 runs in the first of a four-match
series at Lord’s last week-a match du
Plessis missed following the birth of his
first child-resumed Sunday on 75 for one.
They were already 205 runs ahead with
three days left in the game. Elgar was 38
not out and Amla 23 not out. James
Anderson, who took five for 72 in South
Africa’s first innings 335 — the seventh
Test five-for recorded by England’s all-
time leading wicket-taker at Trent
Bridge-beat Elgar’s outside edge.—AFP
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