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loans and influencing the appointment of two bank
directors. One of the bank directors was later accused of
involvement in a “large corruption  scandal” by the intelli-
gence services of the Revolutionary Guards, and the oth-
er was fired as part of a widespread scandal into exorbi-
tant salaries at public institutions.

The attacks on Fereydoun began around the same
time as the pay scandal last summer - both milked by
conservatives to smear Rouhani in the build-up to
the presidential election in May. Voters still convinc-
ingly backed Rouhani’s policies of rebuilding ties
with the West, though there were signs that the cor-
ruption allegations had eaten away at his support. A

report by the Audit Court found in October that exec-
utives at state-owned banks had earned as much as
622 million rials ($20,000) a month - compared with
average public sector salaries of $400 - leading to
hundreds of prosecutions and a new government
salary cap.

There have been barbed exchanges between the
presidency and the judiciary for months. Rouhani has
lashed out against perceived arbitrary arrests, telling
a conference that was also attended by judiciary
chief Ayatollah Sadegh Larijani: “We cannot summon
or arrest people first and then look for proof.” Larijani
has repeatedly blasted Rouhani’s nuclear deal with
world powers, which took effect in January 2016, as
having brought too few economic benefits. — AFP 
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Some women wailed and cried while telling people
not to enter. Waheeb Liftawi, 52, prayed inside Al-Aqsa at
midday without knowing of the calls to remain outside.
During prayers later in the afternoon, he prayed outside.

“These things should not be put in front of a place of
worship, a mosque,” he said. “This is why we refuse this or
this will become the status quo.” Later in the day, a funer-
al procession sought to enter with a coffin but was not
allowed through.

Three Arab Israeli assailants opened fire on Israeli
police Friday in Jerusalem’s Old City before fleeing to the
compound, where they were shot dead by security
forces. Israeli authorities said the gunmen had come
from the flashpoint holy site to carry out the attack. It
was one of the most serious incidents in Jerusalem in
recent years. Israel took the highly unusual decision of

closing the Al-Aqsa mosque compound for Friday
prayers, triggering anger from Muslims and Jordan, the
holy site’s custodian.

The site remained closed on Saturday, while parts of
Jerusalem’s Old City were also under lockdown. Israeli
authorities said the closure was necessary to carry out
security checks and announced they would reopen the
compound yesterday. Police said yesterday that so far
two gates leading to the holy site had been opened,
equipped with metal detectors.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke of
the security measures late Saturday before departing for
a trip to Paris. “This evening I held a discussion with the
top security leadership and I instructed that metal
detectors be placed at the entrance gates to the Temple
Mount,” he said. “We will also install security cameras on
poles outside the Temple Mount but which give almost
complete control over what goes on there.” — AFP

Muslims refuse to enter Aqsa site

Rouhani brother held on financial crime...
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that markets would respond to the deal in 2017, but
so far these had not been realized. The failure of the deal
to make a difference is particularly irksome for OPEC as
compliance - the implementation of the pledges - has
been over 100 percent. Undeterred, OPEC and the non-
cartel members party to the deal will have a committee
meeting in Saint Petersburg on July 24 to review its
effects. Meanwhile, an effort to tighten coordination,
Barkindo revealed that OPEC had held “very useful pre-
liminary meetings” with US shale producers. OPEC’s own
influence has also slipped in recent years and it now
counts for just a third of global oil supplies compared
with 40 percent a decade ago. As well as the US shale rev-
olution, the greater importance of additional non-OPEC
market players - including Brazil and Mexico - is also
being felt, according to Sarah Emerson, head of the US-
based Energy Security Analysis.

Meanwhile, rapid global changes could also hit demand

for oil in the long term, especially with the expected
growth in electric cars. “At what point demand stops grow-
ing is very much linked to the automobile,” said Yergin. “We
are seeing now a convergence of a whole lot of technology
which will change the nature of what vehicles are,” he said,
pointing also to the growth in ride-hailing apps.

But participants in the congress emphasized that the
growth in electric cars was starting from a very low base
and petrol would likely still be needed in trucks and planes
for years to come. Renewable energy is also seeing
unprecedented growth - encouraged by some traditional
oil majors like BP - while companies are under pressure to
reduce emissions in line with the Paris Agreement on cli-
mate change. But the chief of the Saudi Arabian energy
giant Saudi Aramco, Amin Nasser, said he was optimistic
that fossil fuels would remain part of the world’s energy mix
for decades to come. “The renewables still have major chal-
lenges and they do not compete with oil,” he said. “The
energy transition underway will be a long, complex
process,” he added. — AFP 

Can OPEC ride out the storm?
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The ministry is currently assessing the possible
impact of VAT before implementing it, the minister

said, adding it is considering exempting certain sectors
and commodities from VAT to minimize its impact. He
said that the impact of VAT is lower on low and middle
class people because they spend less, and VAT depends
on spending.

Govt withdrew KD 28.5bn in 3 years amid...
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One of them, Perejil - known to Moroccans as Leila -
was at the heart of an angry spat between the two coun-
tries 15 years ago this week. A handful of Moroccan sol-
diers briefly took over the outcrop just 200 m off the
coast in 2002. The incident ended with a bloodless inter-
vention by Spanish commandos. 

But today, the topic of Madrid’s enclaves receives little
attention. Local press reports say “things have changed”,
and the two are now close partners. “Here we don’t have
any real problem with the Spaniards, even though it’s as
if our village is occupied,” said Hamed Aharouch, 27.

Aharouch sat on a plastic chair outside his fisher-
man’s hut in the hamlet of Bades, a stone’s throw
from the Spanish base. Perched at the end of a dusty
track crisscrossing the mountains of Al-Hoceima
national park, Bades seems to lie at the end of the
world. The Spanish peninsula, 87 m at its highest
point, dominates the bay, an enchanting cove of blue
waters hemmed in by rocky slopes.

Spain’s gold and red flag flies above the fortress
which its forces have held since the 16th century.
Military helicopters fly in to a landing pad part way
down the slope, and below it, a guard peered from an
observation post. Once separated from the mainland
by a narrow strip of water, Penon is now linked by an
isthmus of grey sand. “It seems the Spaniards want to
put up a fence in place of the string,” said Aharouch.

“We don’t agree to that - it would be oppression.
Already we can’t approach. In any case there’s noth-
ing we can say,” he added, smoking his pipe. 

In  Aug 2012,  a  group of  Moroccan ac t iv ists
climbed onto the rock, and were chased away by
Spanish soldiers. The incident went no further. But
since the Perejil crisis, residents say they have had
almost no contact with Spanish forces. It is a long
time since the occupiers of the Penon played football
with the village children or bought fish from the fish-
ermen.  “ The Spaniards threaten us with their
weapons,” grumbled Ali El-Guedouch, 55. “ There
shouldn’t be that damned border in the middle of
our village. I used to fish on the rock - today that’s
impossible,” he said, although he conceded that “if
the commander of the garrison is nice, you can still
approach with your boat”.

It is hard to imagine today, but Bades was histori-
cally an active port, a point of passage between
Europe and the Moroccan imperial capital of Fes. The
main trade today is trafficking cannabis towards
Spain, as evidenced by the remains of a speedboat
intercepted by the coastguard and abandoned on the
beach. According to the fishermen, their main prob-
lem is isolation. “We have become destitute. We sur-
vive just on fishing,” said Guedouch. “There’s nothing
left here. Just a few tourists in the summer, who kill
us a little more with their rubbish everywhere. It’s as
if we’re neither in Morocco nor in Spain.”  — AFP 

Moroccans eye Spanish enclave across...

People attend the opening ceremony of the ‘July 15 Martyrs’ Monument’ at the Presidential Complex within the
July 15 Democracy and National Unity Day’s events held to mark July 15 defeated coup’s first anniversary in
Ankara yesterday.  —  AFP


