
I N T E R N AT I O N A L
MONDAY, JULY 17, 2017

JERUSALEM: Israeli soldiers and police
on an arrest mission in the town of Nabi
Salah in the occupied West Bank shot
dead a Palestinian who attempted to
open fire at them early yesterday, the
army said. “The forces encountered the
suspect, who attempted to open fire at
them,” a statement from the Israeli army
read. “In response to the immediate
threat forces fired towards the attacker
resulting in his death.” Palestinian securi-
ty forces and family identified the sus-

pect as 34-year-old Amar Tirawi from
Kafr Ein, a town near Nabi Salah in the
central West Bank. 

Officials had earlier given another
name for the suspect. Another
Palestinian suspect was lightly wounded
and arrested, the statement from the
military read. On Saturday, a gunman tar-
geted a vehicle near an Israeli settlement
north of Ramallah and wounded a for-
eign national of Palestinian descent who
is residing in a Palestinian village. In a

separate incident, gunshots hit a military
post near Nabi Salah.The army said
Tirawi was behind both incidents. 

Israel’s Shin Bet internal security
agency named Tirawi as Amar Halil and
said he had carried out the shootings
along with his fiancee Rawan Ambar due
to their families’ refusal to accept their
engagement. According to the Shin Bet,
Tirawi was a former member of the
Palestinian preventive security who
became an arms trader. 

Tirawi’s fiancee had turned herself in
to Palestinian security forces, the Shin
Bet said, confirming to AFP she was in
their custody since late Saturday, hours
before the fatal raid. Sources in Tirawi’s
village said he had been detained by
Palestinian security forces for a number
of days in the past few weeks, and that
he was wanted by Israeli security prior to
the Saturday shootings. The Shin Bet
refused to comment on that report. 

A wave of unrest that broke out in

October 2015 has claimed the lives of at
least 282 Palestinians or Arab Israelis, 44
Israelis, two Americans, two Jordanians,
an Eritrean, a Sudanese and a Briton,
according to an AFP toll. Israeli authori-
ties say most of the Palestinians killed
were carrying out knife, gun or car-ram-
ming attacks. Others were shot dead in
protests and clashes, while some were
killed in Israeli air strikes on the Gaza
Strip. The violence has greatly subsided
in recent months.—AFP 

Border attack kills 
two Iranians

TEHRAN: Two Iranian civilians were killed in a cross-border
attack by Pakistani insurgents, the Revolutionary Guards
said. “On Saturday evening, a terrorist team... fired (ammu-
nition) from within Pakistani territory toward the Iranian
border region of Saravan” in Sistan-Baluchistan province,
the Guards said in a statement on their Sepahnews web-
site. “Two local workers in the region were martyred in this
terrorist attack,” it added. Forces from the Quds force-the
Guards’ foreign operations wing-killed one of the attackers
and wounded two, while others fled back into Pakistani
territory, the statement said. President Hassan Rouhani
wrote to Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif calling for
greater efforts to prevent insurgent attacks along the bor-
der. The Guards also said on June 19 that they had killed
the leader and four members of another jihadist group
called Ansar Al-Furqan in the Iranian port city of Chabahar
in Sistan-Baluchistan province. 

Syria war has killed 
more than 330,000

BEIRUT: More than 330,000 people have been killed in
the Syrian conflict since it started six years ago, around
a third of them civilians, a monitor said yesterday. The
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said it has documented the deaths of 331,765 people
across Syria since the conflict erupted in mid-March
2011 with anti-government protests. Included in the
overall death toll are 99,617 civilians, Observatory
head Rami Abdel Rahman said, adding that the figures
were for the period between March 15, 2011 and July
15, 2017. A total of 18,243 children and 11,427 women
were among the civilians killed, the Observatory said.
The figures were the latest provided by the
Observatory since March when it said 320,000 people,
including 96,000 civilians, had been killed. In its latest
report, the Observatory said a total of 116,774 mem-
bers of the regime forces or regime supporters have
been killed in Syria since the conflict began.

Turkey President Erdogan voice 
message surprises mobile users   

ISTANBUL: When making a social phone call, you
don’t expect to hear the voice of the head of state. But
mobile phone users in Turkey were surprised to hear a
voice message by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
when placing a call around midnight on the anniver-
sary of the failed July 15 coup. After dialling a number,
instead of hearing a dial tone users heard a voice mes-
sage from Erdogan congratulating them on the
national holiday of “democracy and unity” that marks
the coup’s defeat. Only after Erdogan’s message did
the dialtone begin. “As president, I send congratula-
tions on the July 15 National Day of Democracy and
Unity and wish the martyrs mercy and the heroes (of
the defeat of the coup) health and wellbeing,” said the
message read by Erdogan. The message could be
heard on Turkey’s largest network Turkcell, AFP corre-
spondents said.
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US citizen accused of infiltration 
sentenced to 10 years in prison

TEHRAN: A United States citizen accused of “infiltration” in
Iran has been sentenced to 10 years in prison, a spokesman
for the judiciary said yesterday. “The person was identified
and arrested by the intelligence forces. The court has sen-
tenced the person to 10 years,” deputy judiciary chief
Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejeie said in a televised press con-
ference.  The individual, whose name was not provided,
has appealed the sentence, he added. The foreigner holds
dual nationality of the United States and another country,
he said, promising to give more details once the appeals
court confirms the sentence. In October, US-Iranian busi-
ness consultant Siamak Namazi and his 80-year-old father
Baquer, a former UNICEF official, were given 10 years in
prison for “espionage and collaboration with the American
government”. 

Israeli forces shoot Palestinian gunman 

Yemen troops killed in 
suspected Qaeda attack

ADEN: Five Yemeni soldiers were killed and three wounded
yesterday when gunmen suspected of ties to Al-Qaeda
opened fire on a military checkpoint, an army source said.
The source said the gunmen managed to escape after the
attack on the checkpoint in the northeast of Shabwa
province, a southern stronghold of Yemen’s powerful Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).  Yesterday’s attack
is the latest in a string of suspected AQAP shootings target-
ing military checkpoints and outposts in Yemen. AQAP,
seen by the United States as the global terror network’s
most dangerous branch, has exploited years of deadly con-
flict between Yemen’s government and Huthi rebels to
expand its presence, especially in Shabwa.

ANKARA: Turkey on Saturday marked one year since the
defeat of the failed coup bid with mass nationwide rallies
seeking to showcase national unity and a stern warning by
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to “chop off the heads” of
traitors. The authorities declared July 15 an annual national
holiday of “democracy and unity”, billing the foiling of the
putsch as a historic victory of Turkish democracy. In an
intense program aiming to hammer home the anniver-
sary’s importance, Erdogan attended a special session of
parliament in Ankara, spoke to a mass rally in Istanbul and
then flew back to the capital for a rally outside parliament
and a special event at the presidential palace in the early
hours of the morning.

Speaking to hundreds of thousands by the bridge
across the Bosphorus in Istanbul that was a fighting flash-
point, Erdogan warned Turkey could reintroduce capital
punishment. “First of all we will chop off the heads of those
traitors,” Erdogan said, reaffirming he would sign any
passed by parliament bill on resuming executions. Any
move to restore capital punishment-which Turkey abol-
ished in 2004 — would effectively end Ankara’s European
Union membership ambitions.

Erdogan also said the suspects being tried over the
failed coup should wear uniform clothing like the notori-
ous orange jumpsuits used at US military prison at
Guantanamo Bay. “When they appear in court, let’s make
them appear in uniform suits like in Guantanamo,” Erdogan
said to cheers. Supporters chanted “we are soldiers of
Tayyip (Erdogan)”, with some even brandishing nooses in a
symbol of their support for the death penalty.

In the later speech to thousands outside parliament in
Ankara which was bombed by warplanes that night,
Erdogan declaimed “our nation showed the whole world
what a nation we are on July 15.” The crowds later made
their way to the palace where dozens had camped outside
for the final official event during which Erdogan inaugurat-
ed a monument to the victims which has people hold up
the crescent and star symbols of the Turkish flag.

I would stay out again   
Two hundred and forty nine people, not including the

plotters, were killed when a disgruntled faction of the army
sent tanks into the streets and war planes into the sky in a
bid to overthrow Erdogan after one-and-a-half decades in
power. But they were thwarted within hours as the authori-
ties regrouped and people poured into the streets in sup-
port of Erdogan, who blamed followers of his ally-turned-
nemesis, the US-based preacher Fethullah Gulen.

“Did my citizens have weapons? They had their flags
like today but they had a more efficient weapon: their
faith,” Erdogan said in Istanbul. Murat, an Erdogan sup-
porter at the Ankara rally, said: “If that happened once
more, I would stay out again. That night, it was like a war.
We take ownervship of this country and this people.” In

the wake of the failed coup bid, authorities embarked on
the biggest purge in Turkey’s history, arresting 50,000
people and sacking almost three times as many. Erdogan
also shored up his position by winning a referendum on
enhancing his powers earlier this year. In the latest dis-
missals, another 7,563 police, soldiers and other state
employees were fired late Friday under the state of emer-
gency that has been in place since July 20 last year.
Erdogan said a decision would be made on Monday over
whether to recommend extending the emergency by
another three months.

Immorality   
Turkey’s opposition had put political disputes aside on

the night of the putsch but the scale of the purge has
intensified political divisions. The celebrations come less
than a week after the head of the Republican People’s Party
(CHP) Kemal Kilicdaroglu held the largest opposition rally
in Turkey in years, pushing for “justice” in a move that irked
Erdogan. “Over the last year, the judicial proceedings...
moved outside the framework of the law,” Kilicdaroglu told
the special session of parliament.

He also called for full clarity over what happened on the

night of July 15, with questions still remaining over when
the authorities first found out an uprising was afoot. But
Erdogan angrily slammed as an “immorality” opposition
claims of a “controlled coup” which the authorities had
known about in advance and then taken advantage of.
Gulen has always denied involvement and in a new state-
ment Friday said the accusations were “baseless, politically
motivated slanders” and slammed a “witch hunt” of
Erdogan’s critics.

Epic of July 15   
The scale of Saturday’s nationwide commemorations is

aimed at etching July 15, 2016 into the minds of Turks as a
key date in the history of the modern state. Giant posters
designed by the presidency have sprung up across bill-
boards in Istanbul and Ankara showing gaudy paintings
that portray the key events of the coup night with the slo-
gan “the epic of July 15”. Illuminated anti-coup slogans
were hung between the minarets of some of Istanbul’s
greatest Ottoman mosques. Meanwhile mobile phone
users in Turkey were surprised to hear a voice message by
Erdogan himself when placing a call, congratulating them
on the defeat of the coup.—AFP

Turkey marks coup defeat with 

rallies, Erdogan warning 
Erdogan warns Turkey could reintroduce capital punishment

ISTANBUL: People stand under a collection of Turkish national flags as they gather on the ‘July 15 Martyrs Bridge’
(Bosphorus Bridge) in Istanbul. —AFP

DETROIT: Deborah Chenault Green is 62, a
writer. But 50 years ago she was a pre-teen,
sleeping on the porch to escape the oppres-
sive heat, awakening to see a sky that
glowed unnaturally. Azerine Jones is a retired
baker. But in 1967 she was the 12-year-old
daughter of a barber who watched his busi-
ness go up in smoke. Girard Townsend is 66
now, living in a seniors building near the
Detroit waterfront. But a half century ago, he
was just a kid on a city bus.

The bus stopped near 12th and
Clairmount streets. Townsend stepped off -
and into the very start of the Detroit riot. “I
saw all these guys with masks and shields,”
he said - city police officers, most of them
white, far outnumbered by a seething black
crowd. In the days that followed, he would
witness - and take part in - an epic eruption
of violence that still reverberates in his life
and the life of this city. Five days of violence
would leave 33 blacks and 10 whites dead,
and more than 1,400 buildings burned.
More than 7,000 people were arrested.

A decline that had already begun would
accelerate; Detroit was the nation’s fourth
biggest city in 1960, but would rank 21st by
2016. The middle class fled, and a proud city
fell into poverty, crime and hopelessness.
There are signs of rebirth in Detroit. But the
men and women who lived through the
riots are getting older, and most doubt they
will live to see Detroit reclaim its former glo-
ry, when its very name was synonymous
with American know-how and industry.
“Detroit still hasn’t come back to where it
was,” Townsend said sourly, sorting through
50 years of memories.

Blind pig raid 
Detroit wasn’t the first of the riots in the

summer of 1967, and it was far from the
last. Buffalo, New York, and Newark, New
Jersey, preceded it; in the course of the
summer, more than 150 cases of civil unrest
erupted across the United States. Detroit’s
started after a July 23 police raid on an ille-
gal after-hours’ club - a “blind pig” - at 12th
and Clairmount. The raid, though, was just
the spark. Many in the community blamed
frustrations blacks felt toward the mostly
white police, and city policies that pushed
families into aging and over-crowded
neighborhoods.

“We had a fear and kind of a hatred
toward the police department,” Green said.
“They would harass people, especially

young black men. Stop them for no reason.
A lot of men and women were beaten. A lot
of that led up to the city exploding.” When
Gerard Townsend got off the bus that
night, he stumbled into the immediate
aftermath of the blind pig raid. By the next
day, the riot was in full bloom: “I got up the
next morning and the whole west side was
on fire. Everything was burning. People
were running around with clothes in their
hands, TVs and all kinds of stuff.”

Townsend was among them. He made
off with a television from a furniture store.
“We stole liquor and stuff,” he said. “I
watched it. I lived it. I was part of it.” There is
general agreement that the rioters did not
focus their fury on whites. Theresa Welsh
and her husband, David, rented an apart-
ment early that summer about eight blocks
from where the riot started. “Nobody both-
ered us. We were a couple of white people
wandering around,” said Welsh, 71. Deborah
Chenault Green recalls she was at a cousin’s
home. They slept on a mattress on the
porch because it was such a hot night.

“The noise, I think, is what woke us up,”
she said. “You could hear cars and people
and police sirens. I looked in the sky and I
saw red. There was looting. It was mayhem
everywhere. Everybody was just going
crazy.” National Guard tanks and other
armored vehicles rumbled through the
streets. There were reports of snipers firing
on law enforcement, the National Guard
and even firefighters from rooftops and
other secreted spots. Authorities fired back.

The city lost more than 2,000 shops to
fires or looting, many of them owned by
blacks. Among them was the barbershop on
Warren Avenue owned by Azerine Jones’
father. “They were burning some of every-
thing,” she said “It wasn‘t a matter of them
saying this was white-owned or black-
owned. Stuff just got caught on fire.” When
the smoke cleared and the military rolled
out, Detroit stood bruised and battered. “A
lot of the fires may have started in white-
owned business and spread,” Green said. “A
lot of black businesses were destroyed. A lot
of people had jobs in those shops. The
majority of them didn’t reopen. After the riot,
it looked like a war zone and the burnt smell
still lingered.” Jones said her father never
rebuilt his barbershop. He took on other jobs
after the riot. “Owning your own business as
a black in the 1950s and ‘60s was an accom-
plishment in itself,” she said. — AP

TRIPOLI: The head of Libya’s UN-backed
unity government has announced a new
political roadmap for his violence-
wracked country, with presidential and
parliamentary elections to be held in
March 2018. Political rivalry and fighting
between militias have hampered Libya’s
efforts to recover from the chaos that fol-
lowed the 2011 uprising that toppled
and killed longtime dictator Moamer
Kadhafi. The Government of National
Accord has been struggling to assert its
authority since it began work in Tripoli in
March 2016, with a rival administration
based in the remote east refusing to rec-
ognize it.

“Presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions will be organized in March 2018,”
GNA head Fayez al-Sarraj said in a speech
broadcast on television late on Saturday.
He said the polls aimed to elect a new
president and parliament whose man-
date will be of “three years maximum or
until the drafting and organization of a
referendum for a constitution”. Sarraj

spoke haltingly and sounded tired as he
delivered his speech flanked by Libya’s
flag and behind him the slogan “Libya,
together towards reconciliation and con-
struction”.

He outlined a nine-point roadmap
which he said would help shake off years
of security problems, division and eco-
nomic woes, and was aimed at relaunch-
ing the Libya Political Agreement. The
UN-backed LPA agreed in 2015 by rival
Libyan groups paved the way for the cre-
ation of the GNA. Sarraj said the GNA
would remain as a caretaker government
until after the elections. He said the lack
of security in Libya was the most “thorny”
issue facing the country, and regretted
that his predecessors did not disarm mili-
tias after the 2011 revolt. “We are now
harvesting the fruits of these mistakes,”
said Sarraj. “The time has come for unity
and the rescuing of our nation.” Sarraj
continues to face opposition despite
receiving the backing of many political
and military leaders.—AFP

MOSUL: A member of the Iraqi forces holds a position
in west Mosul a few days after the government’s
announcement of the ‘liberation’ of the embattled city
from Islamic State (IS) group fighters.—AFP

Detroit at crossroads 50 years 

after riots devastated city

EGYPT: A picture shows a general view of the Sunny Days Elpalacio beach in the
Egyptian Red Sea resort city of Hurghada. —AFP

Libya PM calls for 

elections in March


