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PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron, right, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, give a joint press conference at the Elysee Palace in Paris. — AFP

PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron told Israel’s vis-
iting Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu yesterday that
Paris opposes Israel’s expansion of settlements in occupied
Palestinian territory as he urged fresh Middle East peace
talks. Stressing that international law should be “respected
by all”, Macron said: “I am thinking here of (Israel’s) contin-
ued building” in occupied Palestinian territory. 

Israelis and Palestinians should be able “to live side by
side within secure and recognized borders with Jerusalem as
the capital”, Macron said after his first official talks with
Netanyahu. “I hope everything will be done for negotiations to
move forward,” he said. Talks between Israel and the
Palestinians have been at a standstill since the failure of US
mediation in the spring of 2014. Macron, elected in May,
appears to be following the proactive line taken by his Socialist
predecessor Francois Hollande, whose efforts to mobilize the
international community on the peace process angered Israel.

The French leader met Palestinian leader Mahmud
Abbas on Wednesday, when he said he backed a two-state
solution and opposed Israeli settlements. “France has
always condemned the continuation of settlement build-
ing, which is illegal under international law and has
reached an unprecedented level since the beginning of the
year,” he said in his first public remarks on the conflict since
taking office.

The United Nations reported in June that Israel had
announced a substantial increase in settlements in the past
three months despite a UN resolution demanding a halt to
the Jewish outposts. Earlier yesterday, Macron and
Netanyahu underscored their two countries’ longstanding
friendship as they marked the 75th anniversary of a notori-
ous 1942 roundup of 13,000 Jews to be sent to Nazi death
camps. Netanyahu was the first Israeli prime minister to
attend a Vel d’Hiv commemoration, and he said the invita-

tion was a “very, very strong gesture”. Macron addressed
Netanyahu as “dear Bibi” and called “anti-Zionism” a new
form of anti-Semitism. Netanyahu’s presence at the event
drew fire from some groups, notably the Union of French
Jews for Peace, which accused the Israeli government of
“usurping the memory of the victims of Nazism to make
people believe that Israel represents all the world’s Jews”.

Vigilance on Iran   
During their talks afterwards, Macron assured

Netanyahu of his “vigilance” regarding the 2015 nuclear
accord reached by Western powers with Israel’s arch-ene-
my Iran. Netanyahu was a vocal opponent of the deal,
which saw sanctions against Iran eased in return for curbs
on its nuclear program. The French presidency said
Sunday’s meeting would be an occasion to “signal our lack
of complacency towards Iran”.

Since taking office, Macron has drawn praise for his bal-
anced but firm handling of encounters with world leaders
such as US President Donald Trump and his Russian oppo-
site number Vladimir Putin.

Macron rolled out the red carpet for Trump on Friday
when he was guest of honor for France’s Bastille Day festiv-
ities. The French leader criticized Trump over his renuncia-
tion of the Paris climate accord, but he stressed their close
cooperation against the Islamic State group in Syria and
Iraq. Similarly with Putin, whom Macron hosted at the
sumptuous Versailles palace in May, the French leader
stood firm on French opposition to Russia’s annexation of
Ukraine in 2014. But he said the removal of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad-Moscow’s chief ally in the Middle
East-was not a prerequisite to a solution to the six-year-old
conflict in Syria.—AFP
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DAKAR: People look at the scene after a wall collapsed at Demba Diop stadium in Dakar after a football game
between local teams Ouakam and Stade de Mbour. — AFP

DAKAR: Eight people were killed during Senegal’s foot-
ball league cup final in Dakar on Saturday, the sports
minister said, as a wall collapsed onto clashing support-
ers triggering a panicked stampede. Sports minister
Matar Ba said a young girl was among the dead, while
around 60 injured fans had been taken to health facilities
in Dakar. He vowed “strong measures so that such an
event will never be repeated in Senegal,” speaking to AFP
by phone.  A mass deployment of firefighters and ambu-
lances remained at the scene late Saturday.

An AFP journalist who attended the match described
a stadium full to bursting with people for the long-await-
ed clash between local teams US Ouakam and Stade de
Mbour. At 2-1 during extra time, US Ouakam supporters
began throwing stones at Stade de Mbour fans, causing
spectators to begin vacating their seats in a rush, the
journalist said. Part of a wall supporting bleachers seat-
ing fans from both sides then collapsed, while police had
begun firing tear gas and panic spread in the stadium
leading to a crush.

“All of a sudden when the wall fell... we knew exactly
that some of our own had lost their lives because the

wall fell directly onto people,” said Cheikh Maba Diop, a
witness who helped evacuate victims from the stadium
and lost a friend in the tragedy. Also speaking at the
scene, football fan Mara Die Diouf said policing at the
stadium had been inadequate. “What I find terrible is
that we have this kind of final in this kind of stadium
here where there isn’t enough security,” he said.

Diouf described police retreating from an area separat-
ing the two teams’ supporters once projectiles began being
thrown, triggering dangerous movements by spectators
unable to defend themselves.  AFP journalists at the scene
saw belongings covered in blood at the site, with a pair of
glasses and clothing strewn among broken pieces of con-
crete.   Campaigning for Senegal’s legislative elections due
on July 30 would on Sunday be suspended in respect for the
victims, said a spokesman for President Macky Sall.

Sall also wanted “punishments serving as a warning,”
following the tragedy, spokesman El Hamidou Kasse said
on TFM television. Senegal’s safety record at large gath-
erings has been heavily criticized this year after the
death of dozens of people at a religious retreat in April
when a fire ripped through makeshift shelters.—AFP 
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BRAZZAVILLE: Voters went to the polls in legislative elections
in the oil-rich Republic of Congo yesterday, the first since a
violence-marred presidential poll last year which returned
Denis Sassou Nguesso to power. The first round of polling to
elect National Assembly members as well as local councils is
taking place with the opposition calling foul, accusing the rul-
ing Congolese Labor Party (PCT) of giving its candidates an
unfair advantage. Electoral officials said voting was neverthe-
less proceeding calmly although some polling stations
opened more than a hour late because of a delay in receiving
voting materials.

Henri Bouka, head of the National Election Commission
(CNEI), said that “for the moment all is going well” but that vot-
er turnout so far was low. “We hope that as the day goes on
we will see a greater number of voters,” he added. However, an
incident was reported in the northern town of Kelle where
opposition protesters briefly took away the ballot boxes, a
local resident who gave his name only as Antoine said by
phone. “The ballot boxes have been returned after a lot of

negotiation,” he said, adding that one protester was beaten up
by police but that his injuries were not life-threatening.

Sassou Nguesso returned to office in March 2016 after a
constitutional referendum ended a two-term presidential
term limit, amid deadly violence notably in the Pool region
neighboring the capital Brazzaville. The 73-year-old presi-
dent’s PCT is running 128 candidates for the 151 seats avail-
able, while several independents have close ties to the par-
ty. The main parliamentary opposition group, the Pan-
African Union for Social Democracy (UPADS), has put for-
ward 43 candidates, compared to 31 run by the UDH-Yuki
group of Guy-Brice Parfait Kolelas, who came second in the
presidential last year.

But an opposition coalition has said it will only take part
under certain circumstances, including “the end of the crisis in
Pool and the release of all political prisoners”. Two leaders of
the coalition, Jean-Marie Michel Mokoko and Andre Okombi
Salissa, were arrested and jailed in June 2016 and in January
“for threatening the internal security of the state”. —AFP 
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