
Dog gatecrashes classical orchestra 
A dog has gatecrashed an open-air orchestra concert.
During the International Izmir Festival in the Turkish city of
Ephesus, the curious pooch was spotted wandering onto
the stage and looking around while the band continued to
play, unfazed by the addition to their group. Many of the
members of the Vienna Chamber Orchestra - who were in
the middle of performing Mendelssohn's Italian Symphony
No.4 when they were interrupted by the surprise arrival -
saw the dog but were determined to finish their perform-
ance and as they built up to their crescendo the dog set-
tled down next to a violinist. An audience member filmed
the dog's adventure on stage and some of the fans could
be heard laughing at the unimpressed pup. Just before the
end of the performance the dog opened its mouth and
yawned, which garnered claps and cheers from the audi-
ence. In just a few hours, the clip which was shared on
social media by ABC.com received more than 5,000 likes.

Island emerges in Bermuda Triangle 
An island has emerged from the sea in the Bermuda
Triangle. The mile-long sand bank has appeared in the
North Atlantic Ocean over the last couple of months, but
people are being told to stay away from the new land
because of strong currents in the gap separating the sand-
bank from the mainland. The island - which can be found
just off Cape Point in North Carolina - has been nicknamed
Shelly Island by locals due to the large number of shells
found upon it. Janice Regan told PilotOnline of the sand
bank: "Yeah, isn't it crazy? It was just a little bump in April."
Despite rapidly becoming a tourist attraction, people are
being told to keep clear of the island as although the dis-
tance between the two is just 50 yards, the riptides are said
to be incredibly strong. And as Bill Smith, president of the
North Carolina Beach Buggy Association admits, there's
also a concern surrounding sharks in the waters. He said:
"We're worried about shark bites, but we're more worried
about drownings." The future of the island is not clear as
the sand bank could continue to grow or could vanish.

Study finds people hate seeing holiday pics 
People hate seeing holiday pictures on social media,
according to a new study. Aviva, who carried out the
research, found that 73 percent of people who took part in
the research got wound up when they came across photos
of their pals enjoying themselves during their time off. The
study also found that the most unpopular pose of all holi-
day pictures is the 'hot dogs or legs?' Adam Beckett,
propositions director at Aviva, told the Metro: "A holiday is,
for many, a time to switch-off and have a rest but it would
seem that taking a break doesn't apply to social media.
"Long gone are the days when the first time British holi-
daymakers would see their snaps was in the chemist after

they got home. "Now, we're sharing our holiday memories
as soon as they happen, and with a much wider circle of
friends and family."

Man gets dumped by girlfriend after rat prank 
A man was dumped after playing a prank on his girlfriend.
A social media user, named Derek Deso, recorded the
moment he threw five rats onto his girlfriend as she slept.
And in the clip, which has been obtained by The Daily Star
Online, the YouTuber's partner can be seen leaping up
screaming before she stormed out of the room.  The lover
was so mortified by the practical joke she has vowed not to
return to her boyfriend's house and has moved back in
with her parents until her beau stops with the tricks.  She
said: "You need to be done with these jokes dude and until
then I'm sleeping at my mum's house. "I don't feel comfort-
able here anymore." But Derek couldn't believe his prank
was the reason the couple split up.  He replied: "Are we
really going to break up over rats?"

Woman performs dangerous bike stunt 
A woman has been seen balancing on top of an assort-
ment of boxes while riding her motorcycle. Video footage
of the woman, who is unnamed and hails from China, has
shown her performing the dangerous stunt in which she
can be seen balancing on top of an array of boxes with her
legs dangling treacherously off the back of her motorcycle.
In the clip, the woman is seen driving down what appears
to be a fast road as another motorbike rider drives on the
lane adjacent to hers, making the contrast in their driving
preferences quite scary to watch. The footage was cap-
tured in the Changsha, Hunan Province in China earlier this
month on June 11 when a passing motorist spotted the
bizarre sight and decided to grab his phone to capture it.
The video was uploaded on YouTube and other social
media sites and has since gone viral.-Bang Showbiz
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An albino model wearing a creation waits to access a private lounge during the fashion show at the 2017 Durban July horse race in Durban, on July 1, 2017. — AFP

Standing in sweltering heat for hours at a time, paint-
ed head-to-toe in the colors of the tax authority,
Emmanuel Howard has become a fixture at traffic

junctions in Liberia's capital Monrovia. He and dozens of
other young men are deployed by advertising firms as col-
orful human billboards for client ranging from government
agencies to brides-to-be.  Standing stock still on the
bustling roadsides, they have become street sensations. "I
feel good being painted because this is what gives me my
daily bread. Some of my friends are in the streets stealing
from others," says Howard, a 25-year-old "statue".

"I take care of my child with it. I feed and clothe myself,
and I pay my rent," adds fellow body painter Joseph
Yarpkawolo, 27. Body painting as a means of attracting
attention in the streets began in the early 1990s with
youngsters done up as mascots for the national football
team, daubed in the red, white and blue of the Liberian
flag. Standing still for extended periods, or walking like
robots around the outer edge of the pitch, they galvanized
both players and fans. Entrepreneurs like Emmanuel Ben,
26, founder of the Emmanuel Creation bodypaint publicity
firm, were barely born at the time, but would grow up see-
ing a niche in the market for a highly-mobile way of
attracting customers.

"DHL, Total and the Liberia Revenue Agency are among
my clients," he told AFP, referring to the German logistics
firm and the French oil company. Almost anyone can rent
one of these bodypaint models, who strike a pose and hold
it for long periods on streets still largely free of the com-
mercial advertising that has bloomed in other African capi-
tals. "Some schools, private individuals and small business-
es also contact us for advertisements. I go for weddings
also," Ben told AFP.

The stare factor 
One fan of their work is Fatumata Sanoe, an 18-year-old

student who admits finding it difficult to keep from staring
at these curious human billboards. "I look at them every

time they come out. It is really attractive, and you some-
times want to know if they are really human because you
don't see any part of them shaking," she exclaimed. "No
one can just pass without giving them some attention," she
added, before hurrying off to class. Liberia has a long histo-
ry of using body paint for religious and community rituals,
but this is usually done in a more private setting.

More recently, the image of a man painted white with
the words "Kick Ebola out of Liberia" in orange and black
emblazoned on his back was widely shared in 2015 as the
country celebrated what was then believed to be the end
of a deadly epidemic. Since launching his business in 2013,
Ben has built it up to 35 employees and can now charge
clients $10 (nine euros) an hour for a five-hour stretch. His
workers earn $10 a shift.

'My statues' 
The body painters tend to be young men under 30 with

few other options and using their body as a canvas has
become a popular earner. Legions of street children left
behind by the horrific 1989-2003 war have grown into
young adults in Liberia, often with large gaps in their
schooling that lead many to a life of crime in an economy
with stubbornly high unemployment. "The economic situa-
tion in the country is a difficult one. There are no job
opportunities for us," says Yarkpawolo. 

"The only problem we face sometimes is that standing
for hours under the sun can give us fever. That's the only
risk we have," adds Emmanuel Howard. Their boss at
Emmanuel Creation is proud of their work. "You can be in a
taxi or walking in the street, you come across my boys and
the message is given. When you see one of my statues you
can't just pass, you have to stop a bit and look," Ben told
AFP. "When people come across my statues, they take a
photo, what they do next is to post it on the internet," he
said, lauding the viral potential of his technique. — AFP

A man stands in the sweltering heat for hours, painted
head to toe in the colors of a fashion house, at a traffic
junctions in the Liberian capital of Monrovia.

Joseph Yarkpawolo stands in the sweltering heat for
hours, painted head to toe in the colors of the national tax
authority, at a traffic junctions in the Liberian capital of
Monrovia. — AFP photos

Paintwork: Young Liberians 
slap on any message you want


