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DUBAI: Canon Middle East, world leader in
imaging solutions, yesterday launched a
new innovative lens: The EF-S 35mm f/2.8
Macro IS STM. Designed to capture stun-
ning Macro and close-up photography, the
EF-S 35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM features
Canon’s unique built-in Macro Lite technol-
ogy and is the first lens of its kind in the EF-
S range. Forming part of Canon’s extensive
EF range of lenses and compatible with all
APS-C DSLR cameras, the EF-S 35mm f/2.8
Macro IS STM facilitates photographers
with the capability to capture delicate
details and get closer to their subject. 

It illuminates small objects and close-
up detail, whilst minimizing the shadows
it casts onto subjects with a tapered edge
design.  Combined with an Image
Stabil izer  with Hybrid IS ,  the lens is
designed to counteract unwanted shake
and blur to enhance macro shots. This
powerful macro lens, with life-size 1:1
magnification, has the ability to beautiful-
ly capture subjects as close as 30mm from
the front of the lens. 

This close working distance and magni-
fication level means it is ideal for revealing
the tiny and intricate details of subjects
such as jewelry, food or crafts. Ideal for
users seeking to produce distinctive, stand
out imagery for their Instagram feed or to
produce a portfolio of stunning product
imagery for a small business, the EF-S
35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM gives users the

power to see a new world of detail.
Featuring an Optical Image Stabilizer with
Hybrid IS, the lens gives photographers
the freedom to shoot handheld allowing
for new, closer perspectives uncovering
detail finer than the human eye can see. 

The sophisticated Hybrid IS compen-
sates for angular and linear movement
with built-in technology in the lens; espe-
cially useful for macro shooting that is
prone to exaggerated camera shake often
causing unwanted blur. The built-in Macro
Lite ensures flexible lighting options and
ease for users by allowing photographers
to alternate between two lights located on
each side of the lens, or both at the same
time. At the press of a button the strength
of the lighting can be adjusted to amplify
the intricate details of the subject so users
can creatively add shadows with depth
and texture whilst emphasizing the color
and details. 

For movie-makers, the quiet focusing of
the STM focus motor is advantageous for
capturing movies without distracting
noise, whilst its smooth shifts in focus cre-
ate cinematic effects. Designed for impact-
ful macro photography, the EF-S 35mm
f/2.8 Macro IS STM is a versatile, compact
and lightweight lens. It has the capability
to be used for a range of applications such
as portrait, street and general everyday
photography by all budding photogra-
phers wanting to tell their story.

Canon launches Macro IS STM

DUBAI: Centra Hub, a specialist fast
growing vendor for CRM, HCM and
retail solutions and part of the Focus
Softnet group of  companies,
announced that it  has won the
‘Emerging Vendor of the Year’ at the
2017 edition of the Integrator ICT
Champion Awards in Dubai. Centra
was recognized for the deep inroads
it has made by meeting the growing
demands of regional organizations
for next generation CRM and HCM
(human capital management) solu-
tions with a high number of cus-
tomer deployments in its first year of
operations.

“Since Centra Hub’s inception as a
separate entity in 2016, the company
has been able to execute significant
product enhancements and tremen-
dous traction in market penetration.
We are quite pleased that this award
comes as a recognition of the extraor-
dinary work our team is investing
behind bringing customer friendly
latest generation HCM and CRM solu-
tions to market through our efficient
partner network. We would like to
dedicate this award to our hard-work-
ing team, our channel partners and
our customers, who have supported
us in every step of our successful jour-

ney so far,” says Nisith Naik, CEO,
Centra Hub.

The 5th Integrator ICT Champion
Awards,  hosted by JNS Media
International, was based on an online
industry survey that was conducted
forover month and included shortlist-
ed nominees in various categories.
Centra Hub won the ‘Emerging
Vendor of the Year’ for its perform-
ance in winning significant market
share in its first year of operations and
its best-of-breed solutions portfolio
with highly scalable capabilities to
suit organizations of varying scale
and size across industries.

Centra Hub, a spin off from Focus
Softnet, started out its journey as a
separate entity in 2016 but has strong
product legacy that goes back to
2003 in both CRM and HCM. Centra’s
CRM and HCM platforms have been
further enhanced to bring the latest
technologies into the current era
through cloud, SaaS and integration-
friendly solutions. Today, in addition
to their office in UAE, Centra Hub has
offices in India and the Far East and
work across 14 countries with their
partners. The Centra CRM solution is a
feature-rich complete sales automa-
tion solution and offers real time

analysis of sales activities, leads and
opportunity tracking. 

The product offers outstanding
flexibility in customization and there-
fore can easily be integrated with any
backend ERP systems deployed by
customers. “Our CRM implementa-
tions have helped customers boost
their sales process and revenue gener-
ation. It helps monitor prospective
customers, manage business perform-
ance, quickly create reports, predict
revenue more accurately and proac-
tively manage service issues. The inte-
grated solution also provides a com-
plete 360 degree view of accounts,
contacts, leads and opportunities,
proving sales funnel visibility across
the various businesses,” Naik added. 

Centra HCM is a sturdy, scalable,
reliable, modular, flexible and easy-
to-use solution. The software is highly
interactive, adaptable, multi-function-
al, user-friendly and cost-effective
with very strong security features.
Featuring interactive dashboards, the
solution can be easily installed and
seamlessly integrated with other
enterprise solutions. “Our best-of-
breed HCM solution helps businesses
align their efforts in human capital
management with their company’s

initiatives, mission, vision, and values.
Centra HCM goes beyond designing
HCM practices and encourages HCM
collaboration with accountability,”
Naik explained. Centra’s regional
office, which was opened in Jumeirah

Lake Towers - Dubai last year, has
helped it scale up its regional opera-
tions and strengthen its ties with its
local customers by offering them
high-quality technical support and
consulting services closer to home.

Centra Hub wins ‘Emerging vendor of the year’ at ICT Champion Awards

SEOUL: Samsung Electronics said yesterday it’s
recalled Galaxy Note 7 phones will be recycled
and sold starting this week in South Korea. The
Galaxy Note FE phone, using unused parts in
the recalled Note 7 smartphones, will go on sale
in South Korea on Friday at 700,000 won, about
three quarters of its original price. The company
said the supply will be limited to 400,000 units.
Overseas sales plans will be determined later, it
said in a statement. Samsung said the Note FE
has “perfect safety.”

The original Note 7 was one of the biggest
black eyes in Samsung’s history. When it was
launched in August 2016, the Note 7 was
Samsung’s answer to Apple’s upcoming iPhone.
It was also one of the most expensive Samsung
phones with the price starting at $850. But after
reports emerged that its batteries were prone to
overheat and catch fire, Samsung recalled the
phone in less than a month of its launch and
released another one with replaced batteries. 

But the second batch also tended to over-
heat, prompting Samsung to discontinue the
Note 7. The debacle dealt a blow to Samsung’s
corporate image. Aviation authorities around
the world banned the pricy phone on flight and

photos of scorched Note 7 circulated on social
media. Samsung spent billions of dollars to
recall the Note 7 and fix its damaged brand.
Earlier this year, the company released the
investigation results and blamed flaws in design
and production of batteries supplied by two
battery makers.

After Samsung recalled millions of Note 7

phones, environmental activists have pres-
sured the South Korean tech giant to reuse the
electronics parts to reduce waste. Samsung
said the Note FE is part of its efforts to mini-
mize waste. Like the previous Note series, the
Note FE, short for “Fan Edition,” features the
jumbo screen measuring 5.7 inches diagonally
and the stylus pen. —AP

Samsung to sell recycled 

Note 7 phone in S Korea 
Samsung to minimize waste through Note FE

KUWAIT: According to a recent
regional study by Dell EMC that
included Kuwait, 98 percent of
respondents currently leverage con-
vergence to ensure digital readiness.
In addition, 60 percent of respon-
dents show a highly positive senti-
ment towards the adoption of these
advanced systems and state strong
understanding of the benefits
offered by converged and hyper
converged infrastructure. These
findings result from a survey con-
ducted by IDG Connect, commis-
sioned by Dell EMC, of 50 IT data-
center and storage decision makers,
across the region. 

As organizations aggressively
adopt new technologies and
approaches to accelerate their digi-
tal maturity, this study outlines the
rapid growth of converged and
hyper converged infrastructure as
means to streamline IT transforma-
tion. In response to achieving IT
agility, which is central to meeting
the demands of digital business, 70
percent of respondents feel that
converged and hyper converged
infrastructure supports their overall
IT transformation strategy. 

In view of this, nearly two-thirds
of therespondentsstate conver-
gence to be an important, long-
term aspect of their overall IT
approach. On the same note, with
74 percent and 80 percent of
respondents likely to invest in con-
verged and hyper converged infra-
structure respectively this year,
makes it evident that there is

heightened demand for conver-
gence amongst regional businesses.
However, most respondents sur-
veyed also cite concerns over adop-
tion of converged and hyper con-
verged infrastructure: 

66 percent of respondents state
data protection and privacy to be
their greatest concern. 

56 percent of respondents feel
investment cost for convergence act
as a major barrier.

In order to address these con-
cerns, it is crucial for vendors to
empower customers with collabora-
tive technologies that help meet
their demands as 68 percent of
respondents expect vendors to
improve service level availability
terms. In this scenario, it is clear that
converged and hyper converged
infrastructure represent the most
prominent trends in datacenter
technology, with organizations

embracing adoption of converged
and hyper converged platforms and
solutions to enable delivery of faster
business outcomes. 

With a 45 percent market share
among IT providers and offering the
most comprehensive and industry-
leading converged and hyper con-
verged infrastructure portfolio, Dell
EMC aims to help organizations sim-
plify all aspects of IT by seamlessly
integrating compute, network, stor-
age, and virtualization technologies
into one system to drive perform-
ance, efficiency and cost savings.

Habib Mahakian, Vice President,
Gulf at Dell EMC said, “With Middle
East standing at the forefront of dig-
ital revolution, organizations in the
region need to invest in a strong ICT
backbone, which is essential to real-
ize their digital vision. To this end,
converged and hyper converged
infrastructure is viewed as a key
enabler of digital transformation.
Converged and hyper converged
infrastructure technology is specifi-
cally designed to drive digital initia-
tives by optimizing and simplifying
IT environments and operations. In
line with this, at Dell EMC, we help
our customers ensure their business
moves to the next phase of innova-
tion and keeps pace with today’s
on-demand market with our indus-
try-leading and the most compre-
hensive converged infrastructure
portfolio”.

Said Akar, Vice President, EMEA -
Converged Platforms and Solutions
Division (CPSD), Dell EMC said, “In

this dynamic digital economy, a
strong IT backbone is key not only
to ensure business sustainability but
digital readiness as well. However,
this paradigm shift dictates that
organizations adopt technology
that increases business agility and
responsiveness to deliver faster out-
comes and allow IT teams to enable
innovation.”

“Converged and hyper con-
verged infrastructure platforms and
solutions provide a clear path to
achieve these transformation goals.
Hence, Dell EMC with its broad-
ranging and best-in-class converged
infrastructure portfolio aims to
enable organizations to help keep IT
teams focused on innovation, deliv-
er maximum performance, lower
costs and streamline business oper-
ations to keep pace with today’s on-
demand business environment,” he
added.

Businesses in Kuwait use 

converged infrastructure

Said Akar Habib Mahakian

OTTAWA: Canada’s top court on
Wednesday ordered Google to remove a
website from its worldwide search
results, in what some experts are calling a
landmark international copyright protec-
tion case. The original injunction, which
the Supreme Court upheld, had been
requested by Canadian telecommunica-
tions equipment manufacturer Equustek
Solutions, which successfully sued anoth-
er company for relabeling its products

and passing them off as their own.
Following that lower court ruling,

Google de-indexed 345 webpages
associated with the offending firm in
Canada. But the company fled the
country and continued to market the
counterfeit products from an unknown
location. Google balked when Equustek
asked it to go further and de-index all
mentions of the offending company
worldwide.

The US-based tech giant argued in
court that it was not a party to the dis-
pute, that such a measure was over-
reach, and “that there is freedom of
expression concerns that should have
tipped the balance against granting the
order.” The Supreme Court, however,
concluded: “Without the injective relief,
it was clear that Google would continue
to facilitate that ongoing harm” to
Equustek.

“The Internet has no borders-its nat-
ural habitat is global,” said the seven-to-
two ruling. “The only way to ensure that
the interlocutory injunction attained its
objective was to have it apply where
Google operates-globally.” Some media
groups, publishers, copyright organiza-
tions and civil liberties groups worried
about the precedent it sets.

“The Internet is a global phenome-
non, and there is great risk that govern-

ments and commercial entities will see
this ruling as justifying censorship
requests that could result in perfectly
legal and legitimate content disappear-
ing off the web because of a court
order in the opposite corner of the
globe,” commented David Christopher
of Open Media. “That would be a major
setback to citizens’ rights to access
information and express ourselves
freely.”—AFP

Top court orders Google to block website search results


