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JOHANNESBURG: Japan are not taking
Super Rugby seriously, says TV analyst
and former Springboks coach Nick
Mallett after the Tokyo-based Sunwolves
were humiliated 94-7 by Golden Lions at
the weekend. The Johannesburg side
equalled the competition try-scoring
record for one team in a single match by
running in 14 for the second biggest
Super Rugby winning margin.

Sunwolves were trailing by 59 points
during the second half at Ellis Park stadi-
um when Tonga-born substitute forward
Uwe Helu scored the lone try for the
Japanese side. The most humiliating

defeat by the two-year-old franchise
angered Mallett, one of the most outspo-
ken voices on rugby in South Africa.

“Japanese rugby officials are not tak-
ing the Super Rugby competition seri-
ously,” he said on Johannesburg-based
SuperSport TV. “Unless officials in that
country change course, there are going
to be a lot more heavy defeats in the
future, some even heavier than the one
this weekend.

“Sunwolves were introduced to Super
Rugby so that a strong Japanese national
team could be built as they prepare to
host the 2019 Rugby World Cup.

“But many of the best Japanese rugby
players are turning out for company-
owned clubs in the country and not for
the Sunwolves. “The best Japanese play-
ers have to play for the Sunwolves, other-
wise they are going to be embarrassed
many more times.

“In the match against the Lions they
missed 53 tackles-you cannot compete
successfully in Super Rugby with that
sort of statistic,” warned Mallett. 

“The Sunwolves defence was non-
existent and they were continually
smashed in the scrums,” said the man
who guided South Africa to third place at

the 1999 Rugby World Cup. “Had it been
a boxing match, the white towel would
have been flung into the ring by half-
time.” Another SuperSport analyst, 2007
Springboks World Cup-winning fly-half
Butch James, was equally critical of the
Sunwolves. “The one thing supporters of
any rugby team expect is commitment
and effort we saw neither from the
Sunwolves at Ellis Park.” South Africa-
born Sunwolves skipper and loose for-
ward Willie Britz-one of three non-
Japanese starters against the Lions-was
blunt after the thrashing.

“If you do not keep the ball and make

your tackles, you are going to be in big
trouble, especially against a team as
strong as the Lions. 

Sunwolves play Western Stormers in
Cape Town next Saturday and complete
their season the following weekend by
hosting the Auckland Blues from New
Zealand. The Tokyo outfit have played 28
Super Rugby matches since debuting
last year, winning two, drawing one, los-
ing 25, scoring 545 points and conceding
1,225. Both victories came in Japan,
against the Argentine Jaguares last sea-
son and the South African Northern Bulls
this year. —AFP

Japan not taking Super Rugby seriously: Mallett
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HOHENSTEIN-ERNSTTHAL: Moto GP riders Jonas Folger of Germany, Marc Marquez of Spain, and Dani Pedrosa of Spain, from left to right, pose
on the podium after winning the German Motorcycle Grand Prix at the Sachsenring circuit in Hohenstein-Ernstthal, Germany, yesterday.
Marquez won the race, Folger finished second Pedrosa was third. —AP

Marquez wins in Germany 

to claim overall lead
HOHENSTEIN-ERNSTTHAL: Reigning world
MotoGP champion Marc Marquez stormed to his
eighth consecutive German Grand Prix win yes-
terday to snatch the overall championship lead.

The Spaniard held off a spirited challenge
from home favourite Jonas Folger to claim his
second win of the season after starting from
pole position. German rookie Folger produced a
stunning ride for Yamaha’s satellite team to claim
his maiden podium finish, as Marquez’s Honda
team-mate Dani Pedrosa came home in third.

Ducati rider Andrea Dovizioso went into the
race at the top of the standings, but finished
down in eighth place to slip to third overall.

Marquez, who was fourth going into the day,
now leads the championship by five points from
Maverick Vinales, with Dovizioso a point further
back in third.

“It was a really fast race. The rhythm was
incredible. I was riding really good but I saw

Jonas overtook me,” Marquez said. “Leading the
championship is something I couldn’t believe.
We are doing a really good championship.”

Nine-time world champion Valentino Rossi
showed good form to back up his first win of the
season last time out in Assen by finishing fifth
behind Vinales, but the Italian still dropped to
fourth overall.

Folger thrilled the home crowd in the open-
ing stages by passing Pedrosa and Marquez to
take a shock lead on his Yamaha Tech3 after
qualifying in third.

He maintained the lead for a few laps before
Marquez retook control. The 24-year-old was
made to work hard by Folger, but pulled away in
the last two laps to win by 3.310 seconds.

“I don’t know what to say. I never expected
this. I was really strong and could follow Marc,”
said Folger.

“I burned the tyre. I couldn’t match him at the

end. I thought I could beat him but two laps at
the end the tyre was gone. I’m so happy.”

Marquez, having taken his eighth straight
Sachsenring pole on Saturday, has now won
eight races in a row at the circuit across the three
classes. With the season at its halfway stage, the
five-time world champion is poised to claim his
fourth MotoGP crown in just five years.

But this is one of the tightest title races in his-
tory, with just 10 points separating leader
Marquez from fourth-placed Rossi.

Yamaha’s Rossi did well to make up four
places having started from ninth on the grid,
although he couldn’t find a way past his team-
mate Vinales.

Ducati, who went five years without a podi-
um finish in Germany until Dovizioso came third
last season, struggled again and Dovizioso had
to dig deep to hold off last year’s Moto2 champi-
on Johann Zarco for eighth. —AFP

MIKOLAJKI: Thierry Neuville cranked up
the pressure on four-time defending world
rally champion Sebastien Ogier by charg-
ing to a third win of the season in Poland.

The Belgian entered yesterday with a
3.1-second lead over Ott Tanak, but the
Estonian’s hopes evaporated on the penul-
timate stage as he was forced to abandon
the rally after slamming into a bank.

Neuville won two further stages on the
final day-posting the quickest time in nine
of 22 specials in total-to finish 1min 23.9sec
clear of fellow Hyundai driver Hayden
Paddon of New Zealand.

“What a great result for the whole team!”
said Neuville. “I am really delighted for
everyone involved. It was a closely fought
battle this weekend, as it seems to have
been for the past few events. “It was cer-
tainly a relief to retake the lead after Ott’s
retirement this morning, as it allowed us
some breathing space in the final stages.”

While Hayden posted his best perform-
ance of the season, Ogier took third ahead
as Finland’s Jari-Matti Latvala was forced
out while less than 15 seconds off the lead
on Saturday due to mechanical problems.

Neuville, a winner in France and

Argentina earlier this season, trails Ogier by
just 11 points with five races left on the cal-
endar.

“Our goal for the weekend was to
outscore Seb, which we did, and we have
closed the gap in the championship for the
second rally in a row,” added Neuville, run-
ner-up to Ogier in the championship in
both 2013 and 2016.

Ogier, who damaged his Ford Fiesta ear-
ly on Saturday and lost more than 30 sec-
onds as he skidded off the road, was just
relieved to have made it over the finish line.

“I’m just happy to have finished it. This
podium isn’t deserved but that happens
sometimes and you have to take it,” said
Ogier. “I’m sorry for Ott, he had done fan-
tastic work and was very quick. It’s a shame
things finished like that for him.”

Tanak, who was chasing a second suc-
cessive victory after his maiden triumph in
Italy last month, accepted his misfortune
was part and parcel of rallying.

“It happens. You have to push very hard
if you want to win,” Tanak said, who was
cruelly denied victory in last year’s Rally of
Poland after suffering a puncture on the
final day.— AFP

Thierry Neuville avoids 

trouble to win in Poland

DAYTONA BEACH: William Byron got his
second win of the season, and this time he
got to do it in front of his bosses.

Byron won his second consecutive
Xfinity Series race on Saturday by leading a
1-2 finish at Daytona International
Speedway for JR Motorsports. Byron raced
to his first career Xfinity victory last week-
end at Iowa, but team owners Dale
Earnhardt Jr. and Rick Hendrick weren’t at
the track to see him.

This time, Hendrick was the first person
to the window of his car in victory lane. The
19-year-old became the youngest series
winner at Daytona.

He used a push from teammate Elliott
Sadler to clear the traffic on the restart.
Byron was aided when Erik Jones was
knocked out of line, and it gave Byron a
clear lead.

An accident behind the lead pack
caused the race to end under yellow. “I
have to go around one more time, right?”
Byron radioed his crew about the proce-
dures. He did a celebratory burnout and
was interviewed live by NBC Sports on the
frontretch for the crowd to hear in a new

wrinkle from the network.
“This is so cool to win in Daytona,” Byron

said. “We’ve had a great last three weeks.
We’re bringing faster cars, executing better
and as a team we’re getting more and more
confident.”

Byron was prepared to stick around
Saturday night ant watch the Cup race,
which is being billed as the last at Daytona
for retiring driver Earnhardt Jr. The owner of
the winning Xfinity Series car was sched-
uled to start from the pole in Saturday
night’s main event.

“Dale is so good here and I’ve watched a
lot of his stuff, seen how he side drafts,”
Byron said. “I never thought I’d win one of
these things and I’ve kind of learned some
things watching him.”

Sadler was second, followed by Dakoda
Armstrong, Jeb Burton and David Starr.
Rain postponed the race from Friday night
until Saturday, and then a second weather
delay of nearly two hours made for a
lengthy 250 miles.

Seven drivers were scheduled to run
both the Xfinity Series race and the 400-
mile Cup race. — AP

Byron wins at Daytona for 

second straight Xfinity win

DAYTONA BEACH: William Byron, driver of the #9 AXALTA/Vorteq Chevrolet, poses with
the trophy in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR XFINITY Series Coca-Cola Firecracker
250 at Daytona International Speedway on Saturday in Daytona Beach, Florida. — AFP

POTOMAC: Sweden’s David Lingmerth stum-
bled to a three-over par 73 Saturday but clung
to a one-stroke lead over American Daniel
Summerhays after the third round of the US PGA
National. Lingmerth had two birdies, three
bogeys and a double bogey over the 7,107-yard
TPC Potomac layout to stand on seven-under
203 after 54 holes.

“Long, hard fought day for me and here I am,”
Lingmerth said. “I’m still right where I need to be
for tomorrow and I’m not too worried about the
way I played today. I think I can come back
tomorrow better.”

Lingmerth, seeking his second PGA title after
taking the 2015 Memorial, won a 2012 develop-
mental tour event on this course, hosting its first
PGA event since 2006. And he’s chasing his first
wire-to-wire victory. “It’s a situation I haven’t pre-
viously been in,” Lingmerth said. “I haven’t had
the wire-to-wire scenario in my career, but a lot
of great players have won tournaments that way
and I would like to do it as well. I’m feeling like
I’m up for the challenge. I think it ’s a great
opportunity.” Summerhays shot 70 to stand sec-
ond with compatriot Spencer Levin firing the
day’s low round, 65, to reach third on 205, one
stroke ahead of South Korea’s Kang Sung and
Australians Geoff Ogilvy and Curtis Luck.

Severe thunderstorms caused a 91-minute
delay and together with afternoon heat provid-
ed tougher conditions for the leaders.

Lingmerth opened with a bogey but birdied
the par-five second after dropping his third shot
four feet from the cup. He then found water off
the fourth tee and made double bogey, trim-
ming his edge to one shot.

“Got off to a bit of a rough start,” said
Lingmerth. “Missed a couple tee shots to the left,

which is something I don’t usually do, and it
maybe got me a little unnerved with tee balls for
the rest of the day because I didn’t hit as many
fairways as I usually do.

“I managed somehow to miss in decent spots
where I was able to scramble pretty good.”

Lingmerth began the back nine with a bogey,
taking five shots to reach the green after finding
rough, native grass and a bunker.

“Definitely a different way of playing it,”
Lingmerth said. He answered with a birdie at the
299-yard par-4 14th, nearly driving the green
and leaving his second shot inches from the cup.

But Lingmerth, who began the tournament

with back-to-back 65s, made bogey at the par-3
17th, finding a bunker off the tee and missing a
five-foot par putt.

“I’m not worried about the way I played
today,” Lingmerth said. “I think I can go out there
tomorrow and shoot another 65.”

Summerhays, third in last year ’s PGA
Championship, made a 13-foot birdie putt at the
fifth but made bogey at 11, hitting the cart path
well right off the tee. Levin, the world number
369 who hasn’t managed a top-10 finish in more
than a year, birdied three of the last six holes to
move into contention for his first PGA victory,
making six birdies in all.— AFP

Struggling David Lingmerth 

clings to PGA National lead

POTOMAC: David Lingmerth of Sweden pulls a club from his bag as he prepares to play a shot
from the eighth tee during the third round of the Quicken Loans National on Saturday TPC
Potomac in Potomac, Maryland. — AFP

Choi, Kang share lead 

at PGA Championship
OLYMPIA FIELDS: Danielle Kang got a
text message from Wayne Gretzky on
Saturday morning. Caitlyn Jenner called
Friday, and four-time major winner Hollis
Stacy also reached out.

Lots of high-profile support for Kang as
she goes for her first major championship.
The 24-year-old Kang and Chella Choi
shared the lead heading into the final
round of the KPMG Women’s PGA
Championship.  Kang won the U.S.
Women’s Amateur in 2010 in 2011, but she
has never won an LPGA Tour tournament.

“It would be incredible to be called a
major champion, especially out on this
tour,” Kang said. She got a boost before
her afternoon tee time when Gretzky, like
Jenner a friend from her days at Sherwood
Country Club in California, passed along a

simple message. “He said, ‘Just go win it,’
Kang recalled. “And you know, I was like,
‘It’s third round.’ And I was like, ‘Thank you,
Wayne.’ And he’s like, ‘You just go, get it
done.’ Caitlyn Jenner called me yesterday. I
have a lot of people just beyond that, just
calling me up and encouraging me to just
keep playing my game and that they are
rooting for me. I love it.” While several of
the LPGA’s biggest stars challenged for the
lead, it was Kang and Choi on top after a
challenging day at an increasingly difficult
Olympia Fields. The 26-year-old Choi hit
11 of 14 fairways on her way to a bogey-
free 67.

Kang birdied the par-5 18th for a 68,
joining Choi at 10 under and setting up an
unlikely f inal  pairing for the four th
round.—AP


