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More than 40 years after Turkish troops
invaded northern Cyprus, the presence
of tens of thousands of soldiers on the

Mediterranean island still looms large over
make-or-break peace negotiations. Ankara
maintains more than 35,000 troops in Cyprus,
and analysts say that their fate will determine
whether UN-mediated attempts to reunite
Greek- and Turkish-Cypriot communities are
successful. “The security issue is so important
because it’s linked to historic traumas,” Hubert
Faustmann, a political science professor at the
University of Nicosia, told AFP.

The 1974 invasion of Cyprus, in response to
an Athens-inspired putsch seeking union with
Greece, was one of the bloodiest episodes in
post-war Europe. It left hundreds dead and
forced tens of thousands from their homes.
More than 1,200 civi l ians are sti l l  missing
today. Faustmann said that the Turkish soldiers
- plus around 1,000 Greek troops - on Cyprus
today offer some comfort to the two communi-
t ies.  “ The Turk ish- Cypriots  feel  they were
deprived of their political rights in a violent
attack from the Greek-Cypriots. The Greek-
Cypriots were attacked by Turk ish troops.
(Both) need a safeguard against a repetition,”
he said. “It’s a classic security dilemma.” 

It is one that has scuppered previous peace
drives and the issue tops the billing at UN-bro-
kered negotiations this week in the Swiss
resort of Crans-Montana. A diplomatic source
told AFP before the talks kicked off Wednesday
that Turkey was willing to slash its troop pres-
ence by 80 percent in order to reach a deal.
Foreign ministr y  spokesman Huseyin
Muftuoglu however denied this, insisting that
“the information according to which our coun-
try will withdraw troops from the island as part
of  a  four  stage plan and the percentages
evoked are false.”

But for Harry Tzimitras, director of the PRIO
Cyprus Centre think tank, the actual number of
troops that may end up leaving Cyprus was not
a defining issue. “It’s a matter of principle” for
some Greek Cypriots, Tzimitras said. “If there’s a
reduction of 10 percent or 90 percent, there is
still a presence of an invading power as they
see it.”

Solve security, solve Cyprus 
Complicating matters are Cyprus’ so-called

guarantor powers - Greece, Turkey and Britain -
who retain the right to intervene militarily and
therefore must assent to any security resolu-
tion. Tzimitras said the Turkish troops contro-
versy mattered “not only because of the physi-
cal presence of armies on the island but also
because it’s the one area where the interna-
tional community comes in.” Britain, which still
operates two military base areas in Cyprus, has
indicated willingness to cede some territory in
order to expedite a deal. 

Other areas of dispute - including the poten-
tial resettlement of and compensation for the
thousands of families who fled their homes in
1974 - are also intrinsically linked to security. As
UN envoy Espen Bar th Eide put it  as talks
opened Wednesday: “Nothing is agreed until
everything is agreed.” The United Nations cur-
rently has around 950 peacekeepers monitor-
ing a de facto ceasefire on the island, and could
choose to wield the stick of paring back its per-
sonnel should the Crans-Montana talks fail. 

“After decades of pouring resources into the
Cyprus problem, the UN may signal that it
wants to reduce its presence on the island and
its meditation effor ts,  in par t to push the
Cypriot communities to take more initiative
themselves,” said James Sawyer, a Turkey and
Cyprus researcher at the Eurasia Group. Any
deal reached in the Swiss Alps would need to
be put to twin referendums among Greek- and
Turkish-Cypriot communities, and if a solution
to the security question can be found, analysts
bel ieve ef for ts  to  end one of  the world ’s
longest-running conflicts might finally bear
fruit .  “A deal  on security would mean the
beginning of  the f inal  give  and take,”
Faustmann said. “If you have a deal on security
you likely get a solution to the Cyprus prob-
lem. If you don’t the talks will fail.” —AFP

Washington Watch

Security riddle holds 
answer to 40-year 

Cyprus conundrum

‘Schoolmaster’ Xi leaves Hong Kong smarting

Alandmark visit by Chinese President Xi Jinping to
Hong Kong left little doubt that Beijing views the
city as a destabilizing hotbed of unacceptable politi-

cal dissent that must prove its loyalty, analysts said yester-
day. His three-day trip to celebrate 20 years since Hong
Kong was handed back to China by Britain, culmi-
nated Saturday in a 30-minute speech
warning that any challenge to Beijing’s
control over the city crossed a “red
line”. That was seen as a salvo
against a new wave of activists
calling for self-determination or
independence for semi-
autonomous Hong Kong, con-
cepts intolerable to Beijing.

Throughout the televised
address, Xi played up Hong
Kong’s role in upholding China’s
national security and sover-
eignty, casting it as a potential
breeding ground for instability
that must be reined in. I t
comes after major political tur-
bulence in recent years which
saw mass rallies calling for demo-
cratic reform bring parts of the
city to a standstill for months in
2014. 

Since then, a “localist” movement
has emerged promoting Hong Kong’s
own separate identity as fewer
young people see themselves as
“Chinese”.  Some in that camp want a
complete split from the mainland.
The address laid out a “very strong
warning” against dissenters, said Jean-
Pierre Cabestan, a political science pro-
fessor at Hong Kong Baptist University.

“Xi’s acting as a schoolmaster, warning there will be conse-
quences if they misbehave,” he added. 

Xi also called on authorities to “enhance” education to
raise awareness of China’s national history and culture,
alluding to the need to bring young people back into the

fold. By putting national security and education front
and center, Xi is pushing Hong Kong’s new

Beijing-friendly leader Carrie Lam to revisit two
potentially explosive catalysts for social and
political unrest. 

The last attempt to implement a com-
pulsory patriotic curriculum was shelved

in 2012 after huge rallies by parents,
teachers and students who feared it

was Beijing brainwashing. Those
protests were led by a then 15-year-old
Joshua Wong, now an internationally
known pro-democracy campaigner. A
proposed anti-subversion national
security law also triggered massive
demonstrations in 2003 over concerns
it would lead to suppression of rights
and freedoms. I t has never been
implemented. “If Carrie Lam does what

Xi Jinping said, which is to relaunch the
national education campaign and to
draft a national security law, she’s going

to antagonize a lot of Hong Kong peo-
ple,” said Cabestan. 

Deepening divisions 
Xi appeared relaxed, almost disinterested at

times, during a visit which included presiding over
Hong Kong’s biggest military parade since the 1997

handover. But his demeanor did not reflect an
absence of purpose. The South China

Morning Post described his strategy as
“speak softly but carry a big stick”, a

proverb made famous by United States President Theodore
Roosevelt to describe his approach to foreign policy. 

Xi avowed his commitment to Hong Kong’s semi-
autonomous status as concerns deepen that China is
increasingly interfering in the city’s affairs. Yet Beijing’s for-
eign ministry on Friday declared the document signed by
Britain and China which initiated the handover was “no
longer relevant”. The Sino-British Joint Declaration gave
Hong Kong rights unseen on the mainland through a “one
country, two systems” agreement, lasting 50 years.

Xi said there must be a better understanding and imple-
mentation of the semi-autonomous set-up, which he
likened to a tree with deep roots. Its raison d’etre was to
“uphold national unity”, he said. “The message is quite clear
that one country towers over two systems,” said Willy Lam, a
politics expert at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. “He’s
asking Hong Kong people to obey instructions because the
sovereign power overrides everything,” Lam added.

Xi’s visit laid bare again the divisions in Hong Kong
society between those who are pro-China and those
who fear its  t ightening grip.  There were sporadic
protests and arrests during an unprecedented security
lockdown as well as confrontations between democracy
activists and pro-Beijing protesters - accused by oppo-
nents of being hired thugs. Flag-waving fans filled pub-
lic squares near where Xi was staying for three days of
music, dance and celebrations.

Those who welcomed the visit said the stark warnings Xi
issued were to be expected. “There’s definitely a bottom line
for every country,” said legislator Felix Chung, head of the
pro-establishment Liberal Party. “I think Hong Kong people
thought the visit was very positive.” Others painted a differ-
ent picture. Pro-democracy lawmaker Claudia Mo said the
lavish official celebrations reminded her of North Korea or
the Cultural Revolution - a time of mass political purges in
China. “He wanted to instill fear and respect, or respect out
of fear, from Hong Kong people,” Mo told AFP. “But instead I
think a larger portion felt resentment.” — AFP 

Orban courts far-right voters ahead of vote
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor

Orban long proclaimed zero toler-
ance of anti-Semitism but has more

recently risked angering Israel and Jewish
people with remarks apparently courting
radical right-wing voters ahead of 2018
elections. Orban’s language, embracing
notions of “ethnic homogeneity”, appears
fashioned to occupy territory on the far
right abandoned by the radical nationalist
opposition party Jobbik, which has moder-
ated its message, analysts and critics said.

Orban has locked horns with European
Union partners over respect for liberal
democratic conventions and reluctance to
take in refugees. In a speech last week
Orban recalled the rule of interwar
Governor Miklos Horthy, a divisive figure
who led the country for 24 years until 1944,
signing several landmark laws against Jews
and eventually surrendering more than
500,000 to the Nazi Holocaust. “That history
did not bury us (after World War One) is
down to a few exceptional statesmen (like)
Governor Miklos Horthy,” he said. “That fact
cannot be negated by Hungary’s mournful
role in World War Two.”

The Federation of Jewish Communities
in Hungary and the World Jewish Congress
said in a joint statement they were “con-
cerned” about the tone of such electioneer-
ing. Israel’s ambassador to Budapest
requested a clarification of Orban’s words,
which Jerusalem found “troubling”. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is due to pay
a visit to Budapest in mid-July, the first by a
sitting Israeli prime minister. Some analysts
said Orban’s new hardened tone signalled a
change in his politics and could define his
upcoming election campaign as he seeks
reelection for a third consecutive term.
Orban’s Fidesz is a runaway favorite to win
the 2018 elections, commanding about a
third of the electorate with Jobbik and the

Socialists at about 10 percent each. Jobbik
received about a million votes in 2014, but
risks big chunks of that electorate with its
new, more moderate line. “Jobbik’s move
towards the center has upended the power
base in the center and created a vacuum
on the far right,” Zoltan Novak, analyst at
the Centre for Fair Political Analysis said.

Harder Line Finds Followers
One indicator of that move is Orban’s

harder line on immigration. Hundreds of
thousands of migrants have entered
Hungary via its southern frontier since
2015, though most have moved on west-
ward to more prosperous parts of the EU.
Budapest has erected a border fence along
its southern frontier. “It is very important to
preserve our ethnic homogeneity,” Orban
told a business forum on Feb 28, repeating
the phrase several times.

Political Capital analyst Peter Kreko sees
Fidesz and Jobbik actually trading places,
with Orban now on the far right. “For Orban
to speak about ‘ethnic homogeneity’ in east-
ern Europe, less than 75 years after the
Holocaust or 25 years after the Balkan wars,
is a complete disregard of civilized norms,”
Kreko told Reuters. This week he used a
national tour rallying against European
Union plans for migrant resettlement quotas
to criticize Muslim migrants. “They don’t
respect our culture,” he said. “They seek space
for their own (culture), then suppress ours,
then replace it. This is a matter of identity.”

Orban’s “ethnic homogeneity” idea has
struck a nerve with a new militant right-
wing political alliance, which will launch
at a rally next week and may also enter
the 2018 election race. “Within decades
the continent can implode demographi-
cally,” alliance leader Balazs Laszlo told
the pro-Orban daily Magyar Idok. “Our
ethnic homogeneity can come wholly

undone... We recognize differences and
defend our own race.”

A leader of the movement, Mihaly
Orosz denied any cooperation with Fidesz.
“If they sense they can use our movement
politically they might try but there is no
intentional collusion on our part,” he said,
adding their goal was to pass the 5 percent
vote threshold to get into Parliament in

2018. Kreko, the analyst, says the parallels
clearly indicate a strategic squeeze: har-
vesting voters left behind by Jobbik from
both the center of the political spectrum
and the extreme right. Fidesz also denied
any cooperation. “Fidesz rejects all kinds of
anti-Semitism, and does not cooperate
with these politicians,” the party said in an
emailed statement. — Reuters 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban arrives for a memorial service for late former
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on July 1, 2017 at the cathedral in Speyer. —AFP 


