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File photo shows a special bulletin ‘wanted poster’ of Aramazd Andressian Jr, a 5-
year-old boy who had been missing for several weeks from South Pasadena, Calif.
Homicide detectives have found the body of the 5-year-old boy whose father is
charged with his murder. — AP 

Body of missing 5-year-old

boy found in California

LOS ANGELES: Homicide detectives have
found the body of a missing 5-year-old boy
whose father is charged with his murder,
authorities announced Saturday.  Based on
additional leads, detectives returned Friday
to an area near Lake Cachuma in Santa
Barbara County and found the remains of
Aramazd Andressian Jr, according to a
statement from the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department. No other details were
released. 

The body was flown to the Los Angeles
County coroner’s office on Saturday. It will
be examined to confirm the boy’s identity,
coroner’s Assistant Chief Ed Winter said.
Dental records and X-rays may be used
because “the child was up there for the last
two (months),” and an autopsy is planned
to determine the cause of death, Winter
said. KABC-TV contacted the boy’s mother,
and she responded “with three broken
heart emojis,” the station reported. 

The boy was found on the same day that
his father, Aramazd Andressian Sr., 35, of
South Pasadena, was returned to Southern
California from Las Vegas, where he was
arrested last week.  His new attorney,
Ambrosio Rodriguez, said he met with
Andressian for the first time on Saturday in
jail. “My client is heartbroken, like anybody
else,” he said.  Andressian has adamantly
denied harming the boy. Rodriguez said his
client intends to plead not guilty.

Contending there has been “a rush to
judgment,” the attorney said he will appear

in court today and ask to have the case
continued for 30 days in order to prepare a
defense. Andressian’s former attorney,
Daniel Nardoni, called the discovery of the
boy heartbreaking news and expressed his
condolences to the family. “I hope that your
beautiful memories of little Ara bring you
some comfort and peace,” he said in a
statement.  Investigators have been search-
ing for the boy since his father was found
passed out in a large park in South
Pasadena on April 22. Andressian had taken
prescription pills and was found in a car
doused in gasoline in an apparent suicide
attempt, sheriff’s officials said.  Andressian
told authorities that he drove that day
about 145 miles (233 kilometers) to Lake
Cachuma. Authorities had twice searched
the lake unsuccessfully in the past few
months, using dogs and a dive team.

Although initially arrested, Andressian
was released but later charged with mur-
der.  Prosecutors contend that Andressian
killed the boy to get back at his estranged
wife.  He and the boy ’s mother,  Ana
Estevez, were sharing custody as they went
through a divorce.  He was arrested in Las
Vegas on June 23 because authorities
believed he was at risk of fleeing the coun-
try. Andressian had shaved his beard, light-
ened his hair and had been socializing
while living out of a Las Vegas hotel for 47
days - conduct characterized as inconsis-
tent with that of a grieving parent, sheriff’s
officials said.—AP 

SAN JOSE: A huge power outage plunged mil-
lions of people across Central America into dark-
ness Saturday, as authorities from Panama to
Costa Rica to El Salvador scrambled to restore
electrical service. The blackout affected some
five million people in Costa Rica alone, where
officials largely had managed to restore service
after a nationwide power outage lasting about
five hours. Authorities pinned blame for the
power outages on a downed Panamanian trans-
mission line that adversely affected the power
supply for much of the region.

Countries in the region, from Guatemala to
Panama, are connected by the same power grid,
covering an expanse of some 1,800 kilometers
(1,100 miles). But that interconnectedness
means that the countries of Central America are
vulnerable when there are power grid malfunc-
tions in any one.  Chaos reigned in the Costa

Rican capital after traffic lights ceased to func-
tion, while the main airport in San Jose had to
run on backup power until the power system
was up and running again.

The blackout was the first experienced in
Costa Rica, among the most developed coun-
tries in Latin America, since 2001. Officials said as
many as two million people were left in the dark
in Panama, with an undetermined number
affected in Nicaragua and El Salvador.  Details
were not immediately available about how
many people were affected by the blackout else-
where in Central America, or whether they had
managed to get their power systems back up
and running.

Officials at the Costa Rican Institute for
Electricity said power was disrupted throughout
the entire country, but was restored in most
places by 6:00 pm. “ICE is trying to diagnose the

problem,” Communications Minister Mauricio
Herrera, said earlier Saturday referring to the
office by its Spanish acronym.  He said that work-
ers succeeded in restoring power to some areas
of Costa Rica.  ICE said that the origins of the
blackout were outside of the country and urged
the public to remain indoors while they try to fix
the problem.   In Panama, the ETESA govern-
ment power authority said via Twitter that the
nation had experienced just a “partial blackout”
and that workers were trying to restore power to
the affected areas. Much of the power was
restored about three hours after the blackout
started, officials said. The blackout in Panama
occurred about 15 minutes into a major speech
delivered by President Juan Carlos Varela to the
country’s legislature. Nicaragua for a time had to
tap the grid in neighboring Honduras to keep
the lights on.— AFP 

Central America hit by 

massive power outages
Huge power outage plunged millions into darkness

NEW YORK: A doctor angr y that his
career was derailed at a New York City
hospital toted an assault rifle past security
in search of a colleague he was going to
hold responsible.  When that person
wasn’t there, he opened fire anyway,
killing a doctor who was only there cover-
ing a shift as a favor, authorities said
Saturday. The new details of Dr Henry
Bello’s rampage emerged along with an
email rant against colleagues he blamed
for forcing him to resign from Bronx
Lebanon Hospital amid sexual harass-
ment allegations two years earlier. 

The email was sent to the New York
Daily News just two hours before the
shooting Friday afternoon that left six other
people wounded and Bello dead from a
self-inflicted shot. “This hospital terminated
my road to a licensure to practice medi-
cine,” the email said. “First, I was told it was
because I always kept to myself. Then it was
because of an altercation with a nurse.” He
also blamed a doctor for blocking his
chances at practicing medicine. Bello had
warned his former colleagues when he was
forced out in 2015 that he would return
someday to kill them.

A law enforcement official said that
Bello arrived at the hospital with the
assault rifle hidden under his lab coat and
asked for a specific doctor whom he
blamed for his having to resign, but the

physician wasn’t there at the time. The offi-
cial spoke on anonymity because the per-
son was not authorized to discuss an ongo-
ing investigation.  It was not clear if Bello
knew Dr Tracy Sin-Yee Tam, 32, who was
killed in the shooting on the 16th and 17th
floors of the hospital and was, like him, a
family medicine doctor. 

Hospital officials said that Tam normally
worked in one of the hospital’s satellite
clinics and was covering a shift in the main
hospital as a favor to someone else. “It
makes you think that anything can happen
to anybody,” said Tam’s neighbor, Alena
Khaim, 23, who saw Tam’s sister outside
the home Friday night overcome with
grief, shaking and unable to walk. “She was
such a sweet girl. You would never think
something like that would happen but it
happened.”

Judy Beckles-Ross, 46, said she’s not sur-
prised Tam volunteered to cover the shift.
“She never said no,” said Beckles-Ross, a
friend from medical school who knew her
for 11 years. “She had a good heart.
Anybody that needed help, she would help
them.” The six others who were injured - a
patient, two medical students and three
physicians - largely suffered gunshot
wounds to the head, chest and abdomen.
One physician remained in critical condi-
tion and the rest were stable, officials said
Saturday.—AP

Disgraced doctor threatened 

ex-colleagues before rampage

NEW YORK: A team of NYPD and FDNY officers gather outside of Bronx-Lebanon
Hospital Center in the Bronx borough of New York city. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump vowed to
support and defend religious liberty, telling a gath-
ering of evangelical Christians that the threat of ter-
rorism is “one of the most grave and dire threats to
religious freedom in the world today.” “We cannot
allow this terrorism and extremism to spread in our
country, or to find sanctuary on our shores or in our
cities,” Trump said Saturday night at a “Celebrate
Freedom” concert honoring veterans.  “We want to
make sure that anyone who seeks to join our coun-
try shares our values and has the capacity to love
our people.” The evangelical megachurch First
Baptist Dallas and Salem Media Group sponsored
the event at the John F Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts. First Baptist Pastor Robert Jeffress
was a strong backer of Trump during the 2016 cam-
paign. The event at times felt like one of Trump’s sig-
nature campaign rallies, with the president promis-
ing an adoring crowd that America would “win
again” and prompting cheers with attacks on the
news media. 

“The fake media tried to stop us from going to
the White House, but I’m president and they’re not,”
he said. Trump appeared on a stage decorated with
a massive American flag. Choirs performed “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic” and other hymns and
debuted a song with the lyrics “make America great
again” - Trump’s campaign slogan. Besides speaking
to the event’s religious theme, Trump renewed his
campaign promise to always take care of America’s
veterans. “Not only has God bestowed on us the gift
of freedom, he’s also given us the gift of heroes will-
ing to give their lives to defend that freedom,” he
said. Overwhelming support from evangelical vot-
ers helped propel Trump to victory in 2016. Since he
took office, Christian conservatives have been over-
joyed by Trump’s appointment of Justice Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme Court and his executive
order ordering the IRS to ease up on a rarely
enforced limit on partisan political activity by
churches. Trump was spending the pre-
Independence Day weekend at his golf club in
Bedminster, New Jersey, but traveled back to
Washington for the event.

Aggressive use of Twitter 
In another development, Trump has defended

his aggressive use of Twitter just hours after firing
off his latest volley in his escalating feud with US
media. Following an early morning Twitter tirade at
CNN, NBC and a morning show host he taunted as
“dumb as a rock,” the president then went on the
defensive, touting his electoral accomplishments as
justification for his increasingly hostile rhetoric. “The
FAKE & FRAUDULENT NEWS MEDIA is working hard
to convince Republicans and others I should not use
social media - but remember, I won the 2016 elec-
tion with interviews, speeches and social media,”
Trump said on Twitter.

“I had to beat #FakeNews, and did. We will con-
tinue to WIN!” he posted, before ending the day at a
rally in Washington that included a similar anti-
media barrage. In recent days, the US leader has
railed against major news organizations as “fake
news,” and launched a crude personal attack on
Mika Brzezinski and Joe Scarborough, who headline
the “Morning Joe” program on the left-leaning
MSNBC cable network. 

“Crazy Joe Scarborough and dumb as a rock
Mika are not bad people, but their low rated show is
dominated by their NBC bosses. Too bad!” he wrote
Saturday, seemingly trying to get in the final word
in his clash with the journalists. Apparently stung by
critical coverage on the show, Trump on Thursday
had tweeted: “I heard poorly rated @Morning_Joe
speaks badly of me (don’t watch anymore).  “Then
how come low I.Q. Crazy Mika, along with Psycho
Joe came to Mar-a-Lago 3 nights in a row around
New Year’s Eve, and insisted on joining me.  She was
bleeding badly from a face-lift. I said no!”

Backlash   
The comments sparked a major backlash, as well

as condemnation from within Trump’s own
Republican Party. The TV hosts responded on Friday
with an opinion piece in The Washington Post titled
“Donald Trump is not well,” questioning his
“unmoored behavior” and fitness to serve. Trump
also targeted CNN, a frequent punching bag for the
president. “I am extremely pleased to see that
@CNN has finally been exposed as #FakeNews and
garbage journalism. It’s about time!” he tweeted,
referring to an article that the cable news channel
retracted, that claimed Congress was investigating
links between Trump’s administration and a Russian
investment fund. Three CNN journalists resigned
over the article, which was posted on the network’s
website on June 22 before being yanked the next
day. “I am thinking about changing the name
#FakeNews CNN to #FraudNewsCNN!”—Agencies 
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SINALOA STATE: Investigators take pictures at the crime scene next to bodies lying
on a road in the town of Navolato, Sinaloa state, Mexico. 59 AK type and AR-15 bullet
casings were found in the area. — AP 

19 killed as Mexican

troops battle gang
CULIACAN: Mexican authorities said yes-
terday that at least 19 people died in
clashes involving armed men and securi-
ty forces in the gang-plagued northwest-
ern state of Sinaloa, where homicides
have spiked dramatically following the
capture and extradition of convicted
drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman.
The violence began with a shooting
Friday that killed two men near a depart-
ment store in the town of Villa Union,
about 15 miles southeast of the beach
resort of Mazatlan.  

Officials attributed it to warring drug
gang members responsible for recent
violence in the state, which is home to
Guzman’s Sinaloa cartel. “We believe it
has to do with the transport of drugs and
the fight for terrain, for the areas that
these groups are fighting over,” Genaro
Robles Casillas, the Sinaloa state public
security secretary, said at a news confer-
ence. Police were alerted by emergency
calls, and municipal officers encountered
the suspected attackers as they were rid-
ing in several pickup trucks.

A fierce gunbattle broke out in which
police killed 17 suspects, officials said.
Five municipal police officers were

wounded, but reported in stable condi-
tion.  Elements of the marines, the army
and the federal police also responded to
support the local forces. Sinaloa is the
birthplace of a number of Mexico’s drug
gang leaders, and killings have risen
there after Guzman was captured and
then extradited to the United States ear-
lier this year to face drug charges.
Security experts say a power struggle has
since broken out between opposing fac-
tions of the Sinaloa cartel, which also
faces challenges from other gangs such
as the Jalisco New Generation cartel.

During the first five months of the
year, homicides jumped by 76 percent in
Sinaloa state compared with the same
period in 2016, according to government
crime statistics.  The killings include the
May 15 slaying of Javier Valdez, an
award-winning reporter who specialized
in covering drug trafficking and organ-
ized crime, in the state capital, Culiacan.
Homicides were also up about 30 per-
cent nationwide in Mexico for the
January-May period.  Associated Press
writer Maria Verza reported this story in
Culiacan and AP writer Peter Orsi report-
ed from Mexico City.— AP

MAZATLAN: Spent bullet casing litter a road after authorities reported a gun battle with
armed men near the beach resort of Mazatlan, Mexico on Saturday, July 1, 2017. — AP 

Venezuelan death toll 

hits 89; violence rages 
CARACAS: Four protesters were killed in the
Venezuelan city of Barquisimeto according to
officials yesterday, who said the number of
people who have died in three months of
anti-government demonstrations now has
reached 89. No official details were provided
as to what led to the latest deaths late Friday,
although at least one opposition member of
Venezuela’s legislature said the victims, who
ranged in age from 20 to 49, died by gunfire.

The city Barquisimeto is located some
350 kilometers west of Caracas.  Saturday
marks three months of opposition protests
demanding the ouster of Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro whose term in
office does not end until January 2019.
Authorities said that in addition to the 89
dead, Venezuela over the past three months
has seen about 1,000 people hurt in the
worsening political and economic upheaval,
and another 3,500 arrested.

Meanwhile, Pope Francis yesterday called

for an end to violence in Venezuela and urged
the country to find a “democratic solution” to
its problems. “I assure my prayers for this
beloved nation and express my closeness to
the families who have lost their children in
the streets,” he said. “I call for an end to vio-
lence and a peaceful and democratic solution
to the crisis,” the Argentine said at the end of
the Angelus prayer in Saint Peter’s Square.

No official details were provided as to
what led to the latest deaths late Friday,
although at least one opposition member of
Venezuela’s legislature said the victims, who
ranged in age from 20 to 49, died by gunfire.
Saturday marks three months of opposition
protests demanding the ouster of Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro whose term in
office runs until January 2019. Maduro is
blamed for a desperate economic crisis-
marked by shortages of food, medicine and
other basics-that has sparked hunger and
deadly violence. —Agencies 


