
Dear Muna, 
Trump in the Classroom.

It was the Friday before Dr Martin Luther King Jr
Day. Kathryn Frey had decided to read Carmen Agra
Deedy’s children’s book, “The Yellow Star: The Legend
of King Christian X of Denmark,” to her fourth-grade,
US, Greenwich, Conn, class. It tells a tale of how the
king and his countrymen protected the nation’s Jews
from Nazi persecution during World War II.

Frey teaches at New Lebanon School, one of the
town’s three elementary schools that receive federal
funds to aid disadvantaged students. Some know
Greenwich as a tony New York suburb. But one corner
of it is not. In her class of 18, there are 14 Latinos, two
African Americans and two whites. Seventeen are
either immigrants or the children of immigrants.

Frey was sick that day, so I was recruited to read to
her students. The children, 9 and 10, gathered in front
of me on the rug. They had barely heard of Nazi
Germany or the war, and couldn’t say when the events
in question took place. But they did have a firm sense
of right and wrong. They blanched when I told them
of what the Nazis had done and how they had dis-
criminated.

I opened the book and began to read, pausing after
each page to show the children the illustrations that
help illuminate the story. Deedy’s picture book is myth
inspired by fact. In her telling, the king encouraged all
his people to wear on their outer clothing the yellow
star meant by the Nazis to identify and isolate Jews, so
the invaders wouldn’t know who was Jewish and who
was not. History teaches that the king protected
Denmark’s Jews by other means. But the students got
the point: Jews, non-Jews, all were Danes.

Since President Donald J Trump issued his initial
executive order, temporarily barring US entry to visa
holders from seven predominantly Muslim nations,
and banning refugees from all nations and those from
Syria indefinitely, I’ve thought quite a bit about
Deedy’s book, and why Frey chose it for her students. I
sought her out in her classroom.

Frey has taught for 30 years, the last four at New
Lebanon. She invited me to sit at a small, round child-
size worktable near the center of the room. We were
alone; her students were in gym class. The wall in front
of us was lined with baskets of books that made up
the room’s library. Above them was a partial timeline
of US history, from the first British expedition to
Roanoke Island, NC, in 1584, funded by Sir Walter
Raleigh, to the civil-rights era, in 1960.

Frey said that the class had just begun a unit on his-
torical fiction - a genre with which few of the students
were familiar. She had selected “The Yellow Star” for its
simple theme and its schoolchild accessibility. “This is
the first time that most of them have been exposed to
historical time periods,” she said. “At this age, they
know famous people, but they don’t have a sense of
what happened. They know Martin Luther King, and
when I returned the day after his holiday, we talked
about how a person’s actions and words can cause
change. They made the connection between Dr King
and King Christian.”

Change and action and the power of words have
taken on particular meaning for her students.

“The day after the [presidential] election, several
children told me they were very worried about what
might happen to them,” Frey said. “They talked about it
that morning among themselves when they came into
class. They were worried about their families. One boy
came to me in tears and said he was leaving the coun-
try, that his family was going back to Portugal. He
went around the room, saying goodbye to his friends.
Later that day I called his dad. The boy was mistaken;
the family was staying.” But the damage was done.

It took 15 minutes to read “The Yellow Star” to the
class. Upon finishing, I looked up at the students. From
their expressions, I feared I had upset some of them all
over again. When I asked their thoughts on those who
had threatened Denmark’s Jews, their response was
heartfelt, uncomplicated. “That’s wrong,” blurted one
boy, to general agreement. “It’s not fair,” seconded
another.

The students never mentioned the president or his
executive order. But they decided they liked King
Christian X very much.

Ron Berler is the author of Raising the Curve:
Teachers, Students - A True Portrayal of Classroom Life.
This piece first appeared in the Miami Herald.
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Dear Muna,
As a long-time former resident of Kuwait, I still read

the Kuwait Times website daily to see what is happen-
ing in my old home. I currently live in Texas. As a for-
mer oil company engineer I am very interested in the
price of oil and gas. Muna Al-Fuzai’s column on “Oil
and Gas” was interesting but missed an important
point. As important as oil and gas are to the world
economy, they are still a commodity and are subject to
the economic Laws of Supply and Demand.

As the price of a product rises, more suppliers will
enter the market forcing a downward pressure on
prices. Also as the price rises demand will drop also
forcing another downward pressure on price. The
reverse is also true. An increase in supply forces a
downward spiral on price but an increasing demand.
Eventually price drops until supply and demand reach
equilibrium at which point the prices, supplies and
demands stabilize. Any time a non-market force
restricts price, the supply drops and black market
prices skyrocket. Look at Venezuela today. In oil’s case,
OPEC raised prices and other suppliers entered the
market.

The high prices in the 2000s allowed a technologi-
cal revolution to take place. The $100+/bbl made it
profitable for the American drilling companies to
develop hydraulic fracturing of shale oil. As I said,
more suppliers entered the market, but this time the
suppliers were unconventional and shale oil which col-
lapsed the oil price. Over time the shale oil drillers
learned how to make a profit at $40-50 per barrel.
OPEC now faces the situation where the shale oil com-
panies can rapidly increase production to match price
rises caused by OPEC production cutbacks.

I cherish the time I spent in Kuwait (and Qatar
before that). I’m afraid that the Kuwait economic plans
are broken and all oil producers and companies are
facing a new world that will require some difficult
decisions and times. Shale oil is not going away. 

Take care
David  

San Antonio, Texas
Muna@kuwaittimes.net
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US Ambassador’s
statement on

regional dispute
with Qatar 

KUWAIT: The United States Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Silverman released the following statement yes-
terday, commenting on the current regional affairs:

“The United States supports and highly values Kuwait’s
efforts to mediate the dispute among
Qatar and Saudi Arabia. We share the
view that there is a strong need to
resolve this dispute-as soon as possi-
ble-through diplomatic dialogue. As
the United States continues to engage
in the matter, we urge the countries
involved to remain open to negotia-
tion and called on all parties to exer-
cise restraint to create space for a fair
resolution of the dispute. The United
States believes we and our allies and
partners are strongest when we work
together toward a single, common
goal; and that goal is stopping terror-

ism and confronting extremism. The United States will con-
tinue to stay in close contact with all parties and support
the mediation efforts of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait.”

US Ambassador
Lawrence
Silverman

MGRP Secretary
General Fawzi 

Al-Majdali

KUWAIT: The Manpower and
Government Restructuring
Program (MGRP) has tasked a
consultancy office with
preparing the preliminary, and
the operational studies of set-
ting up a ‘business city.’ The
project will be established on
an area of more than 33,000
square meters, and a three-

storey building of 8,125
square meters, the MGRP
Secretary General Fawzi Al-
Majdali said in a press release
yesterday.

Majdali referred to the
expected distinct role of the
would-be city that will be the
major incubator for small and
medium sized enterprises

(SMEs) in Kuwait and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC),
with several halls for at least
10 various professions. The
project will totally include 142
sub-incubators for business
with different areas, in addi-
tion to 30 virtual ones, offer-
ing priority for the disabled,
he said. —KUNA

MGRP entrusts consultancy office
with studies of ‘business city’

KISR eager to work with neighbors
on environment protection

KUWAIT:  Kuwait  Institute for
Scientific Research (KISR) Director
Dr Samira Omar said yesterday
that KISR is interested in coordina-
tion with neighboring countries in
the field of environment protec-
tion as per relevant international
treaties and conventions.

Omar said in a press statement

released that a KISR delegation had
recently visited the Oceanology
Center and College of Agronomy of
Iraq’s Basra University to discuss
the implementation of a memo of
understanding signed by both
sides last year.

During the visit, the two sides
addressed several subjects and

matters, primarily joint scientific
studies bearing on sea environ-
ment in the Arabian Gulf, accord-
ing to the statement. They also
agreed to carry out a set of vari-
ous environmental studies aim-
ing at controlling the migration
o f  f i s h  a n d  s e a  c re a t u re s ,  i t
added.  —KUNA


