
CAIRO: Hisham Gaber had been prepar-
ing his wedding for months, but started
to have second thoughts as inflation in
Egypt rocketed due to government aus-
terity measures, including sharp increases
in fuel prices. “Marriage and handling the
additional burdens in these conditions
have become an unsound decision,” said
the 28-year-old engineer. The govern-
ment on Thursday announced an
increase in fuel prices of up to 55 percent,
the second since November when it also
floated the currency in an IMF-backed

reform program, which fuelled inflation.
Analysts believe the fuel price rises will

further increase inflation although it was
announced to have decreased in May to
an annual rate of 30.9 percent, from 32.9
percent the previous month. “Prices are
still rising but not as sharply as before,”
said Amr Adly, an analyst with the
Carnegie Middle East Center. Radwa El-
Sweify, an analyst with Pharos Holding for
Financial Investments, believes that infla-
tion will spike. 

Continued on Page 13
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All sides standing ground 
as Gulf deadline ‘expires’
Qatar rejects ultimatum, could face fresh sanctions

DUBAI/DOHA: Qatar faces possible further sanctions by
Arab states that have severed ties with Doha over alle-
gations of links to terrorism, as a deadline to accept
their demands was expected to expire yesterday night.
Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani said the demands were made to
be rejected, adding that the Arab ultimatum was aimed
not at tackling terrorism but at curtailing his country’s
sovereignty.

But he told reporters in Rome that Doha remained
ready to sit down and discuss the grievances raised by
its Arab neighbors. “This list of demands is made to be
rejected. It’s not meant to be accepted or ... to be nego-
tiated,” Sheikh Mohammed said. “The state of Qatar
instead of rejecting it as a principle, we are willing to
engage in (dialogue), providing the proper conditions
for further dialogue.” He added that no one had the
right to issue an ultimatum to a sovereign country.

The feud erupted last month when Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt severed diplo-
matic and travel ties with Qatar, accusing it of support-
ing terrorism and being an ally of regional foe Iran,
charges that Doha denies. The countries have threat-
ened further sanctions against Qatar if it does not com-
ply with their list of 13 demands presented to Doha by
Kuwaiti mediators 10 days ago. The demands include
closing a Turkish military base in Qatar and shutting
the Al Jazeera pan-Arab television network, which
Doha also rejected. Qatar’s Gulf critics accuse Al Jazeera
of being a platform for extremists and an agent of
interference in their affairs. The network has rejected
the accusations and said it will maintain its editorial
independence.

Continued on Page 13

Amir returns from India

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (right) is
received at the airport by HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah after he arrived back to the country from a private visit to
India yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 2)

DUBAI: The capital of the United Arab
Emirates became the first city to be
exempt from a US ban on laptop com-
puters being in airplane cabins, the
country’s flag carrier said yesterday.
Long-haul airline Etihad said it wel-
comed the decision by the US
Department of Homeland Security,
which comes “subject to enhanced secu-
rity measures” at Abu Dhabi
International Airport. That airport
already has a US Customs and Border
Protection facility that allows passengers
to clear screening they’d otherwise have
to go through when landing in America.

Etihad did not elaborate on what
additional security measures passengers
would face to be allowed to have their
laptops, tablets and other electronics
with them on their flights. Neither Abu
Dhabi International Airport nor
Homeland Security immediately
responded to a request for comment.
The US ban, first announced in March,

now applies to nonstop US-bound
flights from nine international airports in
Amman, Kuwait, Cairo, Istanbul, Jeddah,
Riyadh, Casablanca, Doha and Dubai.

In late May, Homeland Security
Secretary John Kelly said he was consid-
ering banning laptops from the passen-
ger cabins of all international flights to
and from the United States. Kelly’s com-
ments came after US President Donald
Trump shared highly classified intelli-
gence about the Islamic State group
wanting to use laptops to target aircraft
with senior Russian officials visiting the
White House.

The laptop ban, as well as a Trump
administration travel ban on six pre-
dominantly Muslim nations, has hurt
Gulf long-haul carriers. Emirates, the
long-haul carrier based in Dubai, has
slashed 20 percent of its flights to
America in the wake of those decisions. 

Continued on Page 13

Abu Dhabi airport 
now exempt from 
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Egypt fuel hike fans inflation fears

CAIRO: An Egyptian petrol station worker fills up a pickup truck’s tank in the capi-
tal on June 29, 2017.— AFP 
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Saudi king orders columnist 
to stop piling on the praise

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz has
ordered an over-enthusiastic columnist to be suspended
from his job after he equated him with God, Saudi media
reported yesterday. Ramadan Al-Anzi’s column in Al-
Jazirah newspaper describing King Salman as “Haleem”,
or forbearing, and “Shadeed al-Eqab”, strict in punish-
ment - both terms associated in Islam with God -
appeared to have gone too far. The newspaper pub-
lished an apology late on Saturday. Saudi media report-
ed that the king had ordered that action be taken
against the newspaper. In a message to Information
Minister Awwad bin Saleh Alawwad, the king wrote that
he was “astonished by some of the phrases used in the
column”, according to Okaz newspaper.

Indian woman attacked 
with acid for fifth time 

NEW DELHI: A woman who survived an alleged
gang rape and four separate acid attacks has once
again been hit by corrosive liquid, Indian police
said yesterday. The 35-year-old mother, who was
allegedly gang-raped and attacked with acid by
two men in 2008 over a property dispute, was at a
women’s hostel in Lucknow when a man scaled the
walls and poured the chemical onto her. The
woman sustained burn injuries to her face and
shoulder and is undergoing treatment at a hospi-
tal. The woman was attacked twice more by the
same men, in 2012 and 2013, in a bid to force her
to withdraw the criminal cases against them. Most
recently, the two men allegedly forced her to drink
acid while she was travelling on a train with one of
her daughters in March this year. 

Assad appears on Syrian 
currency for first time

BEIRUT: President Bashar Al-Assad has appeared on the
Syrian currency for the first time, his portrait printed on a
new 2,000-pound banknote that went into circulation
yesterday. Central bank governor Duraid Durgham said
the 2,000-pound note was one of several new notes
printed years ago but the decision to put it into circula-
tion was delayed “due to the circumstances of the war
and exchange rate fluctuations”. 

GAZA: A member of the Hamas security forces sets fire to a pile of confiscated bars
of hashish and analgesic pills, seized since the beginning of the year in Gaza City,
on May 11, 2017. —AFP 

GAZA CITY: After Umm Mazen found her
husband shivering in his bed and com-
plaining of a migraine, he confessed he
was addicted to painkillers and could no
longer provide for the family. In the Gaza
Strip, the tiny Palestinian territory sand-
wiched between Israel, Egypt and the
Mediterranean and ravaged by three wars
in a decade, drug abuse is often a hidden
problem. While no reliable statistics are
available, experts and medical support
groups estimate there are tens of thou-
sands of drug users in Gaza.

Young men are among those most
affected in a territory suffering 45 percent
unemployment, rising to more than 60
percent among the youth. Narcotics such
as cannabis are sold illegally in the
enclave of some two million people, but
many of the most serious addicts are
hooked on illicitly bought prescription
medicines. Gaza’s Islamist rulers Hamas,
who have ruled the Strip for a decade and
take a firm line on drugs, launched a fresh
crackdown this year.

Hamas military courts have sentenced
four Palestinians to death for drug smug-
gling, the first such punishments since
Hamas seized the Strip in 2007. Raids have
also uncovered record hauls of drugs, par-
ticularly Tramadol - a powerful opiate-
based painkiller that is widely available.

Umm Mazen, a 32-year-old mother of
three who refused to give her full name for
fear of consequences in Gaza’s conserva-
tive society, said the drug nearly ruined her
life. Fearing a scandal, her husband refused
hospital treatment. “I warned his family and
I even threatened to report it to the Hamas
police,” she told AFP.

Iyad Al-Bozum, spokesman for the
Hamas-run interior ministry, told AFP there
was an “organized plan to smuggle large
quantities of drugs into Gaza,” saying deal-
ers were targeting young people. While
some drugs are smuggled through the
Israeli border, most enter from Gaza’s
southern border with Egypt, the ministry
said. The Gaza Strip has been blockaded for
more than a decade by Israel, which has
fought three wars with Hamas since 2008.

The Rafah crossing with Egypt, the only
entrance to the territory not controlled by
Israel, has been almost completely closed
since the military ousted Egypt’s Islamist
president Mohamed Morsi in 2013. Gaza
has almost no industry and suffers from a
chronic lack of water and fuel. Interviewed
at a Hamas prison where he is serving sev-
en years for drug dealing, a trafficker arrest-
ed in 2013 said he had turned to selling
narcotics to make ends meet and pay for
his own addiction. 

Continued on Page 13

Stigma keeping drug 
addicts quiet in Gaza 

MARAWI, Philippines: Millions of boxing
fans in the Philippines, including those dis-
placed by fighting with Islamist militants,
walked away in stunned dinsbelief as
national hero Manny Pacquiao lost his
world title to Australian Jeff Horn in a
major upset yesterday. Pacquiao, 38, is an
elected senator and a unifying figure in the
Southeast Asian nation beset by conflict,
grinding poverty, and frequent natural
calamities. Residents of a war-torn south-
ern city had hoped for a respite by watch-
ing the 12-round fight in displacement
camps but their idol’s defeat silenced
cheers and prompted many to stand up
even before the announcement was over.

“It pains our hearts so much. Pacquiao
lost and we are thinking about our
burned houses. We hoped we could
somehow get joy and help,” displaced
resident Moktar Sunggod, 42, told AFP

after watching the fight in an evacuation
center near war-ravaged Marawi city.
Islamist militants who went on a ram-
page in Marawi on May 23 have trig-
gered weeks of intense fighting with the
country’s military that has killed more
than 400 people and forced nearly
400,000 people to flee their homes. 

In Manila, soldiers wounded from the
clashes in Marawi watched a bloodied
Pacquiao from screens set up in a mili-
tary hospital. Pacquiao had bled profuse-
ly from cuts to the head high above both
eyes, prompting boos from crowds gath-
ered in gymnasiums in the capital.
“Pacquiao lost, but a battle is really like
that. He is a true soldier because even if
he is wounded he keeps attacking the
opponent,” armed forces chief General
Eduardo Ano told reporters.

Continued on Page 13

Pacquiao loss stuns
war-weary Filipinos 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, accompanied by Deputy
Chairman of National Guard Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, has arrived back to the country yes-
terday from a private visit to India. His Highness the
Amir was welcomed at the airport by His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Sheikh Faisal Al-Saud Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, First Deputy Premier and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Premier and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Mohammad Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-
Sabah, Deputy Premier and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Deputy Premier and Finance
Minister Anas Al-Saleh, Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs and Acting Minister of Information Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, senior
state officials and high-ranking officers of the Army,
Police, National Guard, Police and Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD).— KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
is welcomed by His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. 

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem welcomes His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

— Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah welcomes His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

—KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Mohammad Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled
Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of
Information Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

First Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah welcomes His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sunil Jain welcomes His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Amir arrives back from India

Crown Prince receives senior officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheik h Nawaf  Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber  Al-
S a b a h  re ce i ve d  ye s te rd ay  a t  B ay a n
Pa l a ce  N a t i o n a l  As s e m b l y  S p e a k e r

M a r zo u q  A l - G h a n e m .  H i s  H i g h n e s s
Sheikh Nawaf also received His Highness
t h e  Pr i m e  M i n i s te r  S h e i k h  J a b e r  A l -
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

H is  H ighness  a lso  received Fi rst
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister

and M inister  of  Defense Sheik h
Mohammad Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah

and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
and Ac t ing M inister  of  I nformation
Sheik h Mohammad Al-Abdul lah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

KFH holds training program for 25 new recruits
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
inaugurated a training program for 25
new recruits in order to raise their bar,
enrich their banking knowledge and
put them on track to be well
equipped and prepared to assume
the responsibility of optimally serving
customers.

Deputy General Manager Sales and
Distribution at KFH, Khaled Al-Subaiei
said that the training program was
designed to prepare the employees to
get fully functional in banking trans-
actions and financial services at KFH
branches to better serve clients and
cater for their aspirations.

He added that such training pro-

grams contribute in encountering any
obstacles and challenges that face
employees at work, yet raise their serv-
ice level to the highest international
standards of service quality. Moreover,
Subaiei urged trainees for putting
forth extra efforts, while striving
towards pursuing leadership positions.
Meanwhile, Amani Al-Merri, an official
at the National Labor Force
Development Department at
Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program - MGRP praised
KFH in recognition of its efforts in
training the national labor through
comprehensive training plans, hailing
its commitment towards qualifying

and honing the skills of its human
resources. She expressed, on the side-
lines of inaugurating the training pro-
gram, her pride of Kuwaitis working at
the private sector, affirming MGRP’s
support for the Kuwaiti nationals in
collaboration and coordination with
KFH and the private sector in general.

It is worth noting that the 5-week
program includes training courses
and workshops on banking products,
such as; banking cards, bank
accounts, deposits, letters of guaran-
tee, and KFH eservices. In addition,
the program tackles subjects on
sharia basics, counter feiting and
fraud, IT systems, etc.
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By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Calculating termination
indemnity or end of

service benefits in Kuwait

Starting a new job and letting go of an old work-
space can be difficult, emotionally and mentally.
You might be excited about your new work but

you also do not want your previous employer to create
tensions. Because of this, employees may on some occa-
sions let go of their monetary rights - there is too much
going on for them to calculate their indemnity or pursue
it. From my experience, employees usually do not want
to create tensions or go to court. So what can you do if
you don’t go to court?  I suggest the following:

1. Try to get the previous employer’s opinion or cal-
culation from them in writing. 

2. Try to negotiate with them.
3. Get your lawyer to write a letter to them or negoti-

ate on your behalf.
4. File a complaint at shuoon (Ministry of Social

Affairs and Labor).

Calculation
Question: Is there an easy way of calculating my ter-

mination indemnity? Can you please explain how I can
calculate it?

Fajer: First of all, I would like to make it clear that it is
not a lawyer’s job to do the actual calculations. Even
through the legal procedures, lawyers will not usually
calculate - instead experts are called in to calculate the
final amount (they are usually accountants). With that
said, the principle of the calculations is not that hard to
master, and I suggest that you calculate it so that you
have a rough idea of your termination indemnity
amount. 

This will depend on whether you have been termi-
nated or you have terminated the contract. 

In the event where you are terminated: 
• Less than 5 years of employment - 15 days’ pay of your
salary. 
• Between 5 to 10 years of employment - 30 days’ pay of
your salary. 
• The total amount should not exceed an amount that is
more than one year and a half of salary.
In the event where you have terminated your contract
and it is an indefinite term contract:
• 3-5 years of employment - half of the indemnity men-
tioned above. 
• 5-10 years - two thirds of the indemnity mentioned
above. 
• 10 plus years - you will be entitled to your entire
indemnity. 

Let me give an example. You ended your indefinite
contract (with a three-month notice period) and your
salary is KD 450 a month. You have been working for
seven years with this company. How much is your termi-
nation indemnity? I have answered this question by
breaking it down to simple steps, as follows:

1) Break down your salary into daily pay. You have 26
working days per month. Therefore, you should divide
450 by 26. This will average to KD 17.310.

2) Calculate your termination indemnity as if you
were being terminated. That’s 15 days’ pay for the first
five years and one month pay for the remaining two
years - 15 x KD 17.310 x 5 = KD 1,298.1. 30 x KD 17.310 x
2 = KD 1,038.6. Total = KD 2,336.7

3) Calculate your termination indemnity according to
the fact that you have terminated the contract. For sev-
en years that’s 2/3 of the total above. 

26 days
Question: I am confused about how to calculate my

indemnity. I am getting paid on a monthly basis and
that is usually for 30 days, but my company is calculat-
ing my indemnity by dividing my total salary over 26
days. I could not find anything in the law that refers to
26 days.

Fajer: The reason why it is calculated 26 days is
because you averagely have 26 working days a month -
Friday is the only non-working day a month. Saturdays in
Kuwait are usually paid off days. Kuwaiti labor law does
not state how many days a week we can work, but did
state that 48 hours a week maximum/eight hours a day -
that would be six days then. Even if you do not work on
Saturdays, companies calculate Saturday as paid working
day to save money when calculating indemnity. 

I f  you have any legal questions, please email
Ask@FajerTheLawyer.com

Legalese

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: “Do not believe in fake
news,” warned meteorologist
Adel Al-Saadoun, head of the
Fintas Weather Observatory, as
he debunked social media
reports that temperatures in
Kuwait reached 62 degrees. “It is
fake news - not true,” Saadoun
told Kuwait Times. “Kuwait has
only recorded temperatures of a
maximum of 52 degrees centi-
grade. Never in history has the

temperature in Kuwait reached
62. As we speak now, the temper-
ature is 49 degrees Celsius (at 2
pm yesterday), but people have
been posting images of 54, 56
degrees - the temperature inside
the car is higher, but not as per
our weather monitoring system.”

Saadoun said the mercury will
continue to rise in the next few
days till the end of July, but by
the beginning of August, the
heat will start subsiding. “This has
been the usual weather in

Kuwait. This period is called the
summer solstice. This is the peri-
od when the sun is right next to
us up there, and we expect such
weather in July,” he said.

In order to cope with the tem-
perature in Kuwait, people are
advised to stay indoors as much
as possible, or if walking under
the sun, apply sunscreen or use
an umbrella. “This kind of weath-
er can cause heat stroke to peo-
ple walking in the sun. People
easily get dehydrated, so I

strongly advise public to carry
water or other liquids to replace
the loss of water caused by the
heat. If you have a car, don ot
drive without air-conditioning, as
it can also be dangerous to
health,” Saadoun said. 

He also appealed to netizens
to avoid sharing fake stories that
could psychologically affect peo-
ple. “Wait for the weather expert
to say something about the
weather - do not post fake stories
on social media,” he advised.

A photo circulated on social media and Photoshopped to show the temperature
appear as if it was 62 C degrees.

62 degrees centigrade temperature untrue, fake news 

Adel Al-Saadoun

By Hanna Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s
(KFSD) public relations department said a

vehicle flipped over and caught fire, leav-
ing its driver, a Kuwaiti citizen, dead. The
body was recovered from the vehicle and
handed to forensic officers.

Drug possession
A bedoon man was arrested with a large

quantity of shabu (meth) and psychoactive
drugs that were brought into the country

by a truck driver. The arrest was made at
the suspect’s farm in Kabd, where 4 kg of
shabu, 15,000 Captagon pills and an unli-
censed pistol were found.

Interior denies taking
additional measures

against terrorist threats
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Interior Ministry yesterday dismissed
reports that it was taking extraordinary security measures
to address external or terrorist threats. The ministry said in
a statement that precautionary plans and preventive meas-
ures are part of a security plan that has been launched
since the holy month of Ramadan. The plan is subject to
the supervision of Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and all relevant
security departments, the ministry added. —KUNA

The victim’s car after the accident. Drugs found with a suspect arrested yesterday.

Motorist killed in accident

10 expats in each
Kuwaiti Hajj campaign
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Awqaf Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for
Technical Coordination, Foreign Relations and Hajj Khalaf Al-
Othaina announced several new mechanisms that will be
applied for this season’s hajj, most notably allowing early
registration for campaigns and finalizing contracts of the
Kuwait hajj mission. He said the ministry is reviewing prices
of hajj campaigns and comparing them with the services of
each campaign. He added that 275 needy and limited-
income pilgrims will benefit from a low-cost pilgrimage this
season through Zakat House. He said the ministry is moni-
toring unofficial campaigns, and the hajj affairs office has
been given judicial powers to refer unlicensed campaigns to
concerned authorities. He said that 10 expats will be allowed
in each Kuwaiti campaign, and they have been asked to stay
away from any political gatherings in the holy lands.

Economic decisions
Commerce and Industry Minister and Acting State

Minister for Youth Affairs Khalid Al-Roudhan said the current
summer period is void of parliamentary sessions and is an
opportunity to notch up several achievements. “We can go
to the next term with several economic decisions and legis-
lations that benefit the country,” he said. He said that all
employees are back at work following the Eid break.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A citizen took a restaurant to
court for charging 500 fils as delivery fee
within the same area he lives instead of 250
fils. The court fined the popular restaurant
KD 50. Delivery fees are set at 250 fils for
deliveries made within the restaurant’s area
and 500 fils outside the limits.

Postmen on strike
Several workers at a company contract-

ed with the Kuwait postal service went on
strike in protest against a delay in their
salaries and lack of renewal of their residen-
cy permits. An agreement was eventually
reached whereby the workers agreed to
hold off their strike for three days as long as

their company renews their expired visas;
otherwise they will resume their strike.
Labor ministry officials said salaries of post-
men were deposited at the Central Bank on
Thursday and workers will receive their
rights.

Spoiled food
Municipal Council Member and Head of

the Technical Committee Fahd Al-Sane
found it strange that the Capital municipal-
ity is unable to control a warehouse used to
store spoiled food, adding that most raids
over spoiled food have been against this
warehouse over the past five years. He said
such a warehouse should have been closed
for good by concerned authorities for not
making sure about the food stored in it.

Restaurant fined for overcharging delivery

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways, the official
national airline of the State of Kuwait,
welcomed the eighth of the 10th Boeing
777-300ER aircraft it  has on order to
Kuwait International Airport, on July 1.
The eighth aircraf t  has  been named
‘Auhah’ after the small island situated
41km east of the Kuwaiti mainland.

Following the recent partnership with
ALAFCO, the Kuwait-based aircraft leas-
ing company, the last four aircraft will
now be financed as part of a ‘sale-lease-
back’ agreement, each on 12-year leases.
According to Kuwait Airways’ Chairman,

Sami  Fahad Al-Rushaid,  the leas ing
arrangement underlines a strategic deci-
sion to ensure the short and long-term
financial stability of the airline.

“The Kuwait Airways - ALAFCO collab-
oration will have wide-ranging influence
on the stable growth and development
of Kuwait Airways. This partnership is not
just a key milestone for the airline, but it
is also one that promotes the future suc-
cess of the nation as a whole.”

“Since becoming chairman, in April, it
has been a key priority to ensure the
long-term financial stability of the air-

l ine.  Af ter  conduc t ing a  review and
doing our due diligence on the airline’s
aircraft acquisition strategy, the board of
directors and I concluded that 12-year
leases for the four remaining aircraft
presents the best way to apportion the
airline’s exposure to risk and bring the
airline back into profitability sooner,”
added Rushaid.

On board the latest edition to Kuwait
Airways’ fleet, included KAC’s technical
team of engineers that’s comprised of
Kuwaiti nationals. The Boeing 777-300ER
(“ER” for Extended Range) is the second

largest passenger aircraft in the skies
today and boasts one of the longest
ranges of any commercial passenger air-
craft ,  at  around 7,370 nautical  miles
(13,650 km). Kuwait Airways’ bespoke
interior design offers a three-class cabin
conf igurat ion:  Royal ,  Business,  and
Economy. The latter is inclusive of a 54-
seat Premium Economy section. The 777-
300ER aircraft are the first to be painted
in the airline’s dynamic new livery, as
revealed at  the Boeing Fac tor y,  in
Everett, Washington State, in October
last year. 

Kuwait Airways welcomes 8th
Boeing 777-300ER into its fleet

Partnership with ALAFCO heralded as ‘collaboration for nation’s future’
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KUWAIT: A picture taken yesterday shows motorists driving past a billboard, from the American University of the Middle East, bearing the portrait of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and Arabic text that reads ‘God save our Gulf... God save our Amir’ placed on a main road in Kuwait City. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Condolences to Botswana
KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs
Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah yesterday visited Botswana’s
embassy in Kuwait where he conveyed condolences of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah over the death of Botswana’s former
president Ketumile Masire. He also offered condo-
lences on behalf of His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the government and the people of
Kuwait. —KUNA

Deputy FM off to Serbia
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah yesterday left for Serbia
where he is expected to hold meetings
and polit ical  consultations with senior
officials between. Jarallah will then travel
on to Britain in order to lead Kuwait’s dele-
gation to the 10th meeting of the Joint
Steering Group. The Group was set up in
2012 during His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s visit
to the UK. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The US Dollar’s exchange rate was
stable at KD 0.303, while the Euro went up to
KD 0.346, said the Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK) yesterday. The CBK added that the
Sterling Pound was up to KD 0.394, while the
Swiss Franc settled at KD 0.316. The Japanese
yen remained at KD 0.002. —KUNA

In Brief

Dollar stable
at KD 0.303

KUWAIT: The State of
Kuwait pays great
attention to public
education, consider-
ing it one of its top
priorities in the (New
Kuwait 2035) vision.
Always a believer in
the significance of this
sector in raising gen-
erations and investing
in humans, Kuwait’s
great interest in edu-
cation is reflected in
caring for public and
private schools and
facilities, Islamic insti-
tutes and elderly
learning centers. There
are more than 1,450
schools and learning
centers in Kuwait, with
more than 82,000
teachers in 24,000
classes.  —KUNA

Public education tops state priorities

Students attend the morning assembly. Students participate in national activities.

Students exit the school bus. Elementary students eat their lunch at school.

Kindergarten students during class. Fifth grade students take their finals’ exams.



Dear Muna, 
Trump in the Classroom.

It was the Friday before Dr Martin Luther King Jr
Day. Kathryn Frey had decided to read Carmen Agra
Deedy’s children’s book, “The Yellow Star: The Legend
of King Christian X of Denmark,” to her fourth-grade,
US, Greenwich, Conn, class. It tells a tale of how the
king and his countrymen protected the nation’s Jews
from Nazi persecution during World War II.

Frey teaches at New Lebanon School, one of the
town’s three elementary schools that receive federal
funds to aid disadvantaged students. Some know
Greenwich as a tony New York suburb. But one corner
of it is not. In her class of 18, there are 14 Latinos, two
African Americans and two whites. Seventeen are
either immigrants or the children of immigrants.

Frey was sick that day, so I was recruited to read to
her students. The children, 9 and 10, gathered in front
of me on the rug. They had barely heard of Nazi
Germany or the war, and couldn’t say when the events
in question took place. But they did have a firm sense
of right and wrong. They blanched when I told them
of what the Nazis had done and how they had dis-
criminated.

I opened the book and began to read, pausing after
each page to show the children the illustrations that
help illuminate the story. Deedy’s picture book is myth
inspired by fact. In her telling, the king encouraged all
his people to wear on their outer clothing the yellow
star meant by the Nazis to identify and isolate Jews, so
the invaders wouldn’t know who was Jewish and who
was not. History teaches that the king protected
Denmark’s Jews by other means. But the students got
the point: Jews, non-Jews, all were Danes.

Since President Donald J Trump issued his initial
executive order, temporarily barring US entry to visa
holders from seven predominantly Muslim nations,
and banning refugees from all nations and those from
Syria indefinitely, I’ve thought quite a bit about
Deedy’s book, and why Frey chose it for her students. I
sought her out in her classroom.

Frey has taught for 30 years, the last four at New
Lebanon. She invited me to sit at a small, round child-
size worktable near the center of the room. We were
alone; her students were in gym class. The wall in front
of us was lined with baskets of books that made up
the room’s library. Above them was a partial timeline
of US history, from the first British expedition to
Roanoke Island, NC, in 1584, funded by Sir Walter
Raleigh, to the civil-rights era, in 1960.

Frey said that the class had just begun a unit on his-
torical fiction - a genre with which few of the students
were familiar. She had selected “The Yellow Star” for its
simple theme and its schoolchild accessibility. “This is
the first time that most of them have been exposed to
historical time periods,” she said. “At this age, they
know famous people, but they don’t have a sense of
what happened. They know Martin Luther King, and
when I returned the day after his holiday, we talked
about how a person’s actions and words can cause
change. They made the connection between Dr King
and King Christian.”

Change and action and the power of words have
taken on particular meaning for her students.

“The day after the [presidential] election, several
children told me they were very worried about what
might happen to them,” Frey said. “They talked about it
that morning among themselves when they came into
class. They were worried about their families. One boy
came to me in tears and said he was leaving the coun-
try, that his family was going back to Portugal. He
went around the room, saying goodbye to his friends.
Later that day I called his dad. The boy was mistaken;
the family was staying.” But the damage was done.

It took 15 minutes to read “The Yellow Star” to the
class. Upon finishing, I looked up at the students. From
their expressions, I feared I had upset some of them all
over again. When I asked their thoughts on those who
had threatened Denmark’s Jews, their response was
heartfelt, uncomplicated. “That’s wrong,” blurted one
boy, to general agreement. “It’s not fair,” seconded
another.

The students never mentioned the president or his
executive order. But they decided they liked King
Christian X very much.

Ron Berler is the author of Raising the Curve:
Teachers, Students - A True Portrayal of Classroom Life.
This piece first appeared in the Miami Herald.

By Ron Berler

lll

Dear Muna,
As a long-time former resident of Kuwait, I still read

the Kuwait Times website daily to see what is happen-
ing in my old home. I currently live in Texas. As a for-
mer oil company engineer I am very interested in the
price of oil and gas. Muna Al-Fuzai’s column on “Oil
and Gas” was interesting but missed an important
point. As important as oil and gas are to the world
economy, they are still a commodity and are subject to
the economic Laws of Supply and Demand.

As the price of a product rises, more suppliers will
enter the market forcing a downward pressure on
prices. Also as the price rises demand will drop also
forcing another downward pressure on price. The
reverse is also true. An increase in supply forces a
downward spiral on price but an increasing demand.
Eventually price drops until supply and demand reach
equilibrium at which point the prices, supplies and
demands stabilize. Any time a non-market force
restricts price, the supply drops and black market
prices skyrocket. Look at Venezuela today. In oil’s case,
OPEC raised prices and other suppliers entered the
market.

The high prices in the 2000s allowed a technologi-
cal revolution to take place. The $100+/bbl made it
profitable for the American drilling companies to
develop hydraulic fracturing of shale oil. As I said,
more suppliers entered the market, but this time the
suppliers were unconventional and shale oil which col-
lapsed the oil price. Over time the shale oil drillers
learned how to make a profit at $40-50 per barrel.
OPEC now faces the situation where the shale oil com-
panies can rapidly increase production to match price
rises caused by OPEC production cutbacks.

I cherish the time I spent in Kuwait (and Qatar
before that). I’m afraid that the Kuwait economic plans
are broken and all oil producers and companies are
facing a new world that will require some difficult
decisions and times. Shale oil is not going away. 

Take care
David  

San Antonio, Texas
Muna@kuwaittimes.net

Letters to  Muna
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US Ambassador’s
statement on

regional dispute
with Qatar 

KUWAIT: The United States Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Silverman released the following statement yes-
terday, commenting on the current regional affairs:

“The United States supports and highly values Kuwait’s
efforts to mediate the dispute among
Qatar and Saudi Arabia. We share the
view that there is a strong need to
resolve this dispute-as soon as possi-
ble-through diplomatic dialogue. As
the United States continues to engage
in the matter, we urge the countries
involved to remain open to negotia-
tion and called on all parties to exer-
cise restraint to create space for a fair
resolution of the dispute. The United
States believes we and our allies and
partners are strongest when we work
together toward a single, common
goal; and that goal is stopping terror-

ism and confronting extremism. The United States will con-
tinue to stay in close contact with all parties and support
the mediation efforts of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait.”

US Ambassador
Lawrence
Silverman

MGRP Secretary
General Fawzi 

Al-Majdali

KUWAIT: The Manpower and
Government Restructuring
Program (MGRP) has tasked a
consultancy office with
preparing the preliminary, and
the operational studies of set-
ting up a ‘business city.’ The
project will be established on
an area of more than 33,000
square meters, and a three-

storey building of 8,125
square meters, the MGRP
Secretary General Fawzi Al-
Majdali said in a press release
yesterday.

Majdali referred to the
expected distinct role of the
would-be city that will be the
major incubator for small and
medium sized enterprises

(SMEs) in Kuwait and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC),
with several halls for at least
10 various professions. The
project will totally include 142
sub-incubators for business
with different areas, in addi-
tion to 30 virtual ones, offer-
ing priority for the disabled,
he said. —KUNA

MGRP entrusts consultancy office
with studies of ‘business city’

KISR eager to work with neighbors
on environment protection

KUWAIT:  Kuwait  Institute for
Scientific Research (KISR) Director
Dr Samira Omar said yesterday
that KISR is interested in coordina-
tion with neighboring countries in
the field of environment protec-
tion as per relevant international
treaties and conventions.

Omar said in a press statement

released that a KISR delegation had
recently visited the Oceanology
Center and College of Agronomy of
Iraq’s Basra University to discuss
the implementation of a memo of
understanding signed by both
sides last year.

During the visit, the two sides
addressed several subjects and

matters, primarily joint scientific
studies bearing on sea environ-
ment in the Arabian Gulf, accord-
ing to the statement. They also
agreed to carry out a set of vari-
ous environmental studies aim-
ing at controlling the migration
o f  f i s h  a n d  s e a  c re a t u re s ,  i t
added.  —KUNA
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Crime
R e p o r t

Drug possession
Farwaniya Security Director General Maj Gen Saleh

Al-Enezi ordered an Egyptian man to be sent to Drugs
Control General Department for possession of drugs for
sale. The Egyptian who looked nervous was stopped
and found with two bags of shabu (meth), and 17 illicit
pills along with KD 250.

Damage
A female citizen who went to a beauty salon in

Hawally for a manicure, was approached by an Asian
worker who offered to sell her a cream for body firming,
as well as herbal pills, and the woman agreed. The Asian
worker told the woman she will give her the products
outside the salon for KD 46, and asked not to tell the
manager as she was selling the products without her
knowledge. The woman suffered lesions, boils and fun-
gus on various parts of her body after using the cream
and went back to the salon for a refund but the worker
denied selling her anything. The woman went to the
police station and lodged a complaint.

Drug abuse
Policemen responded to a call about a citizen who

fell unconscious in a car after using drugs. The young
man was revived and drugs were found on him, so he
was arrested and sent to concerned authorities. 

— Translated from the Arabic press

Ido not want to sound like a racist or prejudiced in
this article against expats, as long as my writing will
not go beyond the truth, while at the same time

reflect the real situation on the ground, and what the
police records say.

I asked a friend who has been employing and deal-
ing with tens of thousands of laborers from south east
Asia, about the best nationality of workers that work
for him and he answered that the Bangladeshi laborers
are the strongest and committed at work, which total-
ly contradicts my thoughts about them. In fact, he was
right, Bangladeshis work under the most difficult cir-
cumstances such as sheep herding in the desert dur-
ing all seasons, running grocery stores on highways,
guarding and caring for camps and working on con-
struction sites in the desert.

As they are sincere in their work compared to oth-
ers, we find them more creative in finding means of
getting richer that normally do not attract the atten-
tion of others. Earlier they were artistic in removing
manhole covers, but now they have left it for others
and became more professional, as there isn’t a single
department that does not suffer from corruption and
lacks their presence and influence in them. 

You can find them selling stamps for a higher price
than its value, or for the same price but with a tip, after
emptying the machines, especially those stamps that
are not used by the department. Others among them
buy all the stamps from the machine and offer it to the
public by convincing them to spare the efforts of walk-
ing towards the machines, and ladies are more
demanding of such services.

There are many workers who leave their cleaning
duty and stand in waiting lines in departments or hos-
pitals, to select a suitable prey offering them to wait
instead of them while they bring the file or do their
work for KD 1 or more depending on the person’s gen-
erosity. This is what happened to me twice, and each
time I regretted being honest and rejecting the ‘dis-
honest’ offer. Some people may say that writing about
such matters is not a priority, as there are more impor-
tant issues that need attention, and that is true; but I
am here not to hurt them. Despite of all their prob-
lems, they contribute whether they know it or not in
increasing the corruption of the society’s manners and
make it something ordinary or accepted.

Out of my keenness towards the country’s interest, I
called the manager of a cleaning company and
explained the situation to him, and he accused me of
being envious, and that I wanted to deprive them of
their livelihood, and the “reward” for those who are
kind to them, and this is where the problem lies. So, I
thanked him for his naivety and did not tell him that
the keenness of some people to gain the “reward” for
them, has compromised many of the society’s values,
and this is one of them.

Laborers’ companies are concerned with asking
their workers to stop performing jobs other than what
they are asked to do. Also, concerned areas at the serv-
ices ministries such as interior, health and social affairs
are asked to warn the public against buying stamps
from anyone and buy them from machines only. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Envious
Al-Qabas

By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

The security apparatus 
Al-Anbaa

By Dr Nermin Alhouti

KUWAIT: An expat woman who was found in violation of
the law told police she was staying in a place that abscond-
ing women seek for harbor. Police raided the place and dis-
covered that it was divided into several rooms where 50
women, all in violation of residency law were staying. They
said they worked as domestic helpers on a pay-by-day
basis, which is a violation of labor regulations in Kuwait.
Furthermore, some of the women also admitted practicing
prostitution.

Absconders found

Al-Jarida

The majority of my latest columns concentrated on the
role of the Interior Ministry and the changes for
reform in the security apparatus. And as my writings

were not limited to praise, but also focused on mistakes and
imperfections, today I will cover both good and bad. Before
we start, we must thank the Interior Ministry headed by
Minister Sheikh Khalid Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah for his men’s out-
standing and effective role during the Eid Al-Fitr holiday.
These men left their families during this blessed occasion to
perform their duty for Kuwait and its people, and despite
their efforts, I will pause at some notes and hope that my
words will be read as a constructive criticism and not out of
a personal view.

To start with, we must congratulate Kuwait and its peo-
ple and the Interior Ministry for the promotion of Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Yousuf Al-Sabah to the rank of Lieutenant
General, Assistant Undersecretary for Borders Security
Affairs. He is a security beacon, who worked for more than
40 years to reach this security rank. He did not seek it; rather
it sought him because he deserves it for his efforts leaving a
great impression in all security areas that he served in. 

This security monument is an example for all Interior
Ministry men working effortlessly and performing their
duties. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
jaber Al-Sabah said about Lieutenant General Mohammad
Al-Yousuf that “he remains in his uniform from morning to
evening, performing his security duty at its best.” Meanwhile,

the interior minister said after decorating Al-Yousuf with his
new rank, “I hope that Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-
Yousuf will be a guiding light for security men.”

Since it was announced that Sunday was the first day of
Eid, we noticed an increase in security on the streets of
Kuwait, not only Interior Ministry vehicles, but we also saw
officers and individuals distributed all over Kuwait on foot,
highly vigilant, who could possibly be run over as they weren’t
wearing anything that indicated their presence between vehi-
cles. In other words, your excellency the minister, we are sup-
posed to care for our children and brothers while they are per-
forming their duties and should not put them in harm’s way.
So this is a suggestion; why not use a vest with distinguished
colors and reflectors so the motorists can see them and avoid
running into policemen on duty? It is up to you to decide.

Many after Eid prayers go to visit graveyards, but this
year was different. I do not deny that there were too many
visitors in the past, but we want to know who on Sunday
morning decided to close all gates and keep one for entry
and another for exit only? Did this reduce the crowd? It
rather made it worse, and we ask you for an explanation. 

My message to the Interior Minister Sheikh Khalid Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah from the ‘daughter of Kuwait,’ as I may belong to the
family of the Interior Ministry due to stories I heard from my
father’s uncle the late Ahmad Abdellatif Al-Houti or my late sis-
ter Prosecutor General Nisrin Yousuf Al-Houti, is for the security
facility to always be at its best. — Translated by Kuwait Times

Freak accident
Three juveniles, who were playing with a hunting gun,

wanted to scare an Indian man and pointed the weapon
towards him and hit him in the eye. The boy’s fun game
turned into a tragedy, as a pellet was shot from the
weapon and hit the man’s eye, forcing the father of one of
the boys to rush him to Al-Bahar Ophthalmology Hospital.
The three told police they were playing and wanted to
scare the Indian only when a pellet discharged and hit his
eye. All three were sent to juveniles’ prosecution.

Services

Wanted
A Syrian girl who was reported missing a week ago was

found with a citizen in his car on Arabian Gulf Road.
Policemen checked the IDs of the two and found out that
the woman was wanted. The citizen bought a new tele-
phone for the girl to keep her family out from reaching her.
Both were taken to concerned authorities.

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard recently celebrated the graduation of a number of personnel from military educa-
tion training courses that they have recently underwent. Undersecretary Lieutenant General Hashem Al-Refaie
attended the ceremony.



Iraqi forces gain 
ground in Mosul 
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DAMASCUS: Syrians inspect the site of a suicide bomb attack in Damascus’ eastern Tahrir Square district yesterday. — AFP 

Suicide car bombers hit Damascus; 18 killed 
DAMASCUS: A suicide car bomber pur-
sued by security forces blew himself up in
eastern Damascus yesterday, with a mon-
itor reporting 18 killed in the deadliest
attack to hit the Syrian capital in months.
Syrian state media and the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights monitor-
ing group said security forces intercepted
three car bombers on their way into the
city yesterday morning. State television
said two of the vehicles were blown up
on the outskirts of the city. A third man-
aged to reach the eastern Tahrir Square
district, where he was surrounded but
able to detonate a bomb.

The Observatory, a Britain-based mon-
itor, said 18 people were killed in the
bombing, including at least seven mem-
bers of pro-regime security forces and
two civilians. It had not identified the

remaining victims.  Syrian state news
agency SANA quoted an interior ministry
statement as saying two of the vehicles
had been “destroyed” at a roundabout on
the road to the city’s airport. The driver of
the third blew himself up while being
pursued, it said, “killing a number of civil-
ians, injuring others, and causing material
damage to public and private properties.”

Extensive damage
An AFP correspondent at  Tahrir

Square saw extensive damage to nearby
buildings. Two bombed-out cars were
visible to one side of the square, which
was strewn with debris. A woman was
crying in an apartment near the site of
the attack. Her balcony had collapsed
and the living room was a mess of bro-
ken glass and shattered masonry, with

pictures and curtains strewn across the
floor.  The woman said her daughter had
been taken to hospital  af ter  being
injured by flying glass.

Tahrir Square resident Mohammad
Tinawi said that he had heard “gunfire at
around 6:00 am (0300 GMT ), then an
explosion which smashed the glass of
houses in the neighborhood.” He said he
had seen Red Crescent volunteers treat-
ing two wounded soldiers. A shopkeeper
confirmed that the explosion had gone
off at around 6:00 am.  Damascus has
been spared the large-scale battles that
have devastated other major Syrian cities
during the country’s six-year civil war.  

But dozens of people have been killed
in bombings, particularly on the out-
skirts of the capital.  In mid-March, bomb
attacks on a courthouse and restaurant

in central Damascus killed 32 people.
That rare assault in the heart of the city,
which remains under government con-
trol, was claimed by the Islamic State
group. That came days after two explo-
sions that left 74 dead in the capital’s Old
City and were claimed by the Tahrir Al-
Sham coalition led by the jihadist Fateh
al-Sham Front.

Battlefronts around Damascus have
calmed since a May deal that saw oppo-
sition fighters withdraw from several
neighborhoods, along with a separate
agreement on “de-escalation” zones-
including one in a rebel stronghold just
outside the capital. Syria’s conflict broke
out with anti-government protests in
2011, but has since evolved into a multi-
front war that has k i l led more than
320,000 people.— AFP 

RAMLA: Israeli ex-prime minister Ehud Olmert was
freed from prison yesterday after being granted parole
from a 27-month sentence for corruption scandals that
brought down his promising political career. Olmert,
the country’s first former premier to serve jail time, did
not speak to reporters when leaving the Maasiyahu
prison in central Israel. Wearing a dark-colored T-shirt,
he was seen exiting the jail shortly after dawn yester-
day before being driven away to his home in Tel Aviv,
accompanied by Israeli security agents.

The 71-year-old, premier between 2006 and 2009,
was convicted of graft and entered prison in February
2016. He was granted early release by a parole board
on Thursday, reducing his sentence by around a third.
Prosecutors decided not to appeal the decision.  The
conditions of his parole were not made public, but
Israeli media reported that they include reporting to
police twice a month and a ban on leaving the country.

He must also volunteer at associations that help the
poor, Haaretz newspaper reported.  He can request a
pardon from President Reuven Rivlin that would lift
the restrictions. Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked told
army radio she would favor such a request. In March,
Rivlin rejected a request for clemency by Olmert, but
said he could consider pardoning him if he were grant-
ed parole.

‘Paid a heavy price’
Olmert, of the centre-right Kadima party when

prime minister, resigned in September 2008 after
police recommended he be indicted for graft.  He how-
ever remained in office until March 2009, when right-
wing Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu was sworn in
to the post, which he has held ever since. Olmert won
international acclaim for relaunching peace efforts
with the Palestinians at the Annapolis conference in
the United States in 2007, but they failed to bear fruit
and the corruption charges against him have come to
define his legacy.

The parole board said last week that while Olmert’s
crimes were “severe,” he was “punished for his deeds
and paid a heavy price.” “The inmate underwent a sig-
nificant rehabilitation process in prison and displays
motivation to continue it,” it said. The decision came
after Olmert was recently rushed to hospital after
experiencing chest pains in prison.—AFP 

Israel’s ex-PM Olmert 
released from prison

RAMLA: Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
(left), 71, leaves the Maasyahu prison yesterday. —AFP 
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JERUSALEM: Ehud Olmert was once described as
“probably the best” politician Israel ever produced, but
the debonair ex-premier who was released from
prison yesterday has seen a humiliating fall from grace.
Olmert, 71, became Israel’s first ex-prime minister to
serve jail time when he walked into the Maasiyahu
prison in the central city of Ramle in February 2016 for
the 27-month term over corruption scandals.

He was granted early release by a parole board
last week, shaving about a third off his sentence. He
did not speak to reporters when leaving prison yes-
terday. Once known for relaunching peace efforts
with the Palestinians while prime minister between
2006-2009, Olmert is now likely to be remembered
for allegations that led one judge to speak of “cor-
rupt and filthy practices.” A balding father-of-four
with a lean physique, roguish grin and a reputed
taste for fine cigars, Olmert maintained his inno-
cence in a video message before entering prison.

“You can imagine how painful and strange this
change is to me, my family, loved ones and support-
ers,” Olmert said in the video. He added that he

believes the public will
eventually see that
“while I was prime minis-
ter, there were sincere
and promising attempts”
to reach peace. The main
allegations against him
date to before his time
as prime minister, to the
years when he served as
mayor of Jerusalem and
economy minister,
among other positions.
Olmert was born near
Haifa on September 30,
1945 during the British

mandate of Palestine.
A lawyer by trade, he surprised many right-wing

friends in the early 1970s by marrying left-leaning
artist Aliza Richter, who brought up their children
with equally liberal views. He entered the cabinet in
1988 and five years later was elected mayor of

Jerusalem, a post he held for a decade but in which
he rarely distinguished himself, before returning to
the government under Ariel Sharon in 2003. With
Sharon, he broke away from the right-wing Likud
party in 2005 to form the centre-right Kadima and
became premier the following year after Sharon suf-
fered a massive stroke and slipped into a coma.

Unfulfilled promise
Before taking over as prime minister, Olmert was

recognized as a key strategist behind many of
Sharon’s boldest moves, including Israel’s 2005 with-
drawal from Gaza as well as their split from the
Likud. Time magazine was so impressed that it
dubbed him “the 12th Israeli to serve as prime min-
ister and probably the best politician of them all”.
After Sharon’s collapse, Olmert led Kadima to victo-
ry in March 2006 on a platform of dismantling
dozens of settlements and withdrawing troops from
most of the West Bank. But things began to go
downhill, with his West Bank plan shelved after a
bloody 34-day war against Lebanon’s Hezbollah

that summer which left more than 1,200 dead in
Lebanon, mostly civilians, and 160 in Israel, mostly
soldiers. Unlike many of his predecessors, Olmert
lacked an illustrious military background and his
handling of the conflict was harshly criticized.
Although he rejected peace talks for decades,
Olmert underwent a late-career conversion.
Following the relaunch of negotiations in
November 2007 ending a seven-year hiatus, Olmert
met several times with Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas, reportedly making far-reaching
concessions in a bid to reach an agreement.

But the talks were abruptly halted just over a
year later when Israel embarked upon a devastating
three-week offensive in Gaza. Olmert also entered
into Turkish-mediated talks with long-time foe Syria
in May 2008 over Israel’s occupation of the Golan
Heights. He resigned as premier in September 2008
after police recommended he be indicted for graft,
but he remained in office until March 2009, when
Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu was sworn in to
the post, which he has held since. — AFP 

Israel’s Olmert: From promise to prison

JERUSALEM: An Arab-Israeli former law-
maker entered prison yesterday to begin
a two-year sentence after he pleaded
guilty to smuggling mobile phones to
Palestinian detainees, a prisons spokes-
woman said. Basel Ghattas of the Arab-
dominated Joint List resigned his seat in
the Israeli parliament as part of a plea
bargain reached in March.

The 61-year-old admitted handing
phones and SIM cards to Palestinian
inmates. Prosecutors dropped charges of
terrorism and endangering state securi-
ty, for which he could have faced up to
10 years in prison. “I enter prison with my
head held high and I will continue my
battle for prisoners’ rights,” Ghattas said
before entering Gilboa prison in north-
ern Israel, in comments broadcast on
army radio.

Israeli media have reported that 12
mobile phones were found on two pris-
oners in searches after Ghattas visited
the high security Ketziot prison in

December, using his parliamentary
immunity to avoid being searched. One
of the prisoners is serving time for kid-
napping and murdering an Israeli soldier
in 1984, the Ynet news website said.
Ghattas has said his actions were moti-
vated by “humanitarian and moral posi-
tions towards prisoners”.

Lawmakers of the Joint List, the third
largest bloc in parliament with 13 seats,
frequently clash with Israeli authorities.
Ghattas’s party, Balad, is especially criti-
cal of Israeli policies. 

Its three lawmakers triggered outrage
among Jewish Israelis last year by meet-
ing relatives of Palestinians authorities
say were k il led while carrying out
attacks. Arab Israelis make up some 17.5
percent of the country’s population and
are descended from Palestinians who
remained on their land after the creation
of Israel in 1948. They hold Israeli citizen-
ship but most see themselves as
Palestinians. —AFP 

JUBA: Solomon was just seven years old when
he woke up missing a leg. And he was one of the
lucky ones. For weeks later, Solomon was back
on two feet with the aid of an artificial leg, fitted
at a hectic hospital cum limb-making factory in
the South Sudanese capital of Juba. The hospital
is in horribly high demand in a country born of
war that remains littered with mines and explo-
sive devices, with civil war still raging all around.
Most of South Sudan’s approximately 60,000
amputees have suffered war-related injuries, be

it gunshot or landmine wounds. As civil war dev-
astates the world’s youngest country - it cele-
brates its sixth anniversary next month - it has
become increasingly difficult for amputees to
gain good treatment.

Second chance
Solomon came to his first artificial limb after

an open fracture turned into a life-threatening
infection, which forced doctors to amputate.
When he woke from surgery in a remote hospital
in South Sudan’s Bentiu, he was far away from
the capital with little chance of rehabilitation or
help adjusting to his new life. “I was put on a
flight to Juba, where I am receiving a new, artifi-
cial leg,” he told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation from his current home at the

Physical Rehabilitation Reference Centre. It is the
country’s biggest hospital for prosthetic orthotic
treatment, treating about 30 patients a day.
“Amputations have gone up since the beginning
of the civil war in 2013, but even with increased
need, access to some areas is impossible due to
active fighting and many people who have lost
limbs might never be able to get out and receive
help,” said Emmanuel Lobari, who as head of tech-
nicians oversees the production of all the pros-
thetic limbs. Both hospital and factory, the centre

produces an average of 50 prostheses each
month - all hand-made and custom fit.

Durable, affordable
“We use polypropylene to make the limbs, a

material that has proved to be both durable and
affordable,” said physiotherapist Daniel
Odhiambo. A Kenyan, he is one of a handful of
expatriate staff at the hospital, employed by the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
“The prostheses last for an average of two years
and it’s usually the foot, made out of a softer
material, that wears out the fastest. The leg itself
can last up to ten years.”

Making a limb - from melting the plastic-like
polypropylene to shaping it into a leg - is a quick
process in the hospital’s small, modern factory

and can all be done within a day. “It’s the fitting
and the patient’s adaption that take up to ten
days,” said Lobari. Lobari is South Sudanese, like
most of the hospital’s 30 staff, all of whom
received Red Cross training. The organization
first started treating amputations in 1979 during
Ethiopia’s civil  war, and developed the
polypropylene technology that has since spread
across all conflict zones.

Odhiambo has worked in many places,
including Afghanistan, Yemen and Iraq. He
recently took up his second mission in Juba.
“Here in South Sudan, I mainly see war wounds
and they are very different from civilian wounds,”
he explained. Nearly 250,000 mines and explo-
sive devices were found and destroyed in South
Sudan in 2017 alone, according to the United
Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS). South
Sudan slipped into civil war in 2013, just two
years after becoming independent from
Khartoum, and some 4 million people - one third
of the population - have fled to neighboring
countries in its wake.

For those left behind, risk is part of daily life.
The worst case Odhiambo has seen is an 18-
year-old boy, who was brought to the clinic with
both legs blown off by a landmine, pieces of
muscle hanging out of the wound and shrapnel
fragments stuck deep in his flesh. “He was in
consistent pain and it took months to build the
right prosthesis, but I stayed with him through
the whole process. I told him not to give up. He
had his whole life ahead of him still.”

A resilient nation
Simon has been coming to the hospital for

several months and can still vividly recall the day
he was attacked, when several bullets were shot
through his leg. “I thought I was going to die,
but my family took me to a small hospital where
my leg was amputated,” he said. Simon is from
the north of the country then moved to Juba to
get better care. Three in four patients at the cen-
tre are male. The women and children at the
hospital underwent amputations after suffering
a range of traumas, such as war injuries, croco-
dile bites, road accidents or infections. 

It helps patients such as Solomon - just start-
ing a new life with his first prosthesis - to meet
older patients like Simon. “The boy is still young,
but he can see that he’s not alone with his
injury,” said Odhiambo. “The one difference I’ve
noted working in South Sudan is that people
here accept their fate easier than any others.
They are resilient and want to go on with their
lives. I even see it in Solomon,” said Odhiambo.
“People have suffered, but they don’t lose their
drive and motivation.” — Reuters

Former Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert

Hospital cum factory delivers 
limbs, new life in South Sudan

Civil war devastates world’s youngest country

MOSUL: Special forces have recaptured
more of Mosul’s historic heart as they press
the final stages of an assault to drive the
Islamic State group from Iraq’s second city,
the military said yesterday. More than eight
months since the country’s forces launched
a grueling operation to retake Mosul, IS has
gone from fully controlling the city to hold-
ing a few neighborhoods on its western
side. Counter-terrorism forces liberated the
Makawi area of the Old City, the joint oper-
ations command announced yesterday, in a
further blow at the heart of the jihadists’
cross-border “caliphate”.

Iraqi forces have been closing in on the
Old City for months, but its narrow streets
and closely spaced buildings combined
with a large civilian population made for an
extremely difficult fight. Security forces
recaptured a series of nearby districts, cor-
nering the jihadists, before launching an
assault inside the Old City on June 18. They
have since made significant progress. On
Saturday, officers announced the recapture
of a hospital and its surroundings north of
the Old City, removing a nearby but uncon-
nected pocket of IS resistance. 

Interior ministry forces recaptured the
Ibn Sina hospital along with other medical
facilities including a blood bank and a clin-
ic, Staff Lieutenant General Abdulamir
Yarallah said in a statement. IS has occu-
pied several of Mosul’s hospitals during the
battle for the city. Some security personnel
have complained that restrictions on using
heavy weapons against hospitals, intended
to protect the facilities, have made opera-
tions riskier and more time-consuming.

‘Advancing on 3 sides’ 
Federal police chief Lieutenant General

Raed Shakir Jawdat said the area around
the hospital, Al-Shifaa, had been complete-
ly retaken, limiting IS’s presence in Mosul to

the Old City. “Our forces are advancing from
three sides and are pursuing the terrorist
groups in the few remaining areas of the
Old City,” Jawdat said in a statement.  On
Thursday, Iraqi forces retook the remains of
the Grand Mosque of al-Nuri in their great-
est symbolic victory since the battle began.
IS chief Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi gave a tri-
umphal sermon at the mosque after the
jihadists captured Mosul in 2014, calling on
Muslims to obey him.  The mosque thus
became a symbol of Baghdadi’s rule and
IS’s self-declared cross-border “caliphate.”

The jihadists made sure that the Nuri
mosque was not captured intact, blowing
it up along with its famed leaning minaret-
known affectionately as “Al-Hadba” (The
Hunchback) - as Iraqi forces closed in. IS
claimed on its Amaq propaganda agency
that the site was hit in a US air strike, but
the US-led coalition said it  was the
jihadists who had “destroyed one of Mosul
and Iraq’s great treasures”. Even though it
lies in ruins, the mosque’s recapture has
provided a boost to Iraq’s forces and its
government. Prime Minister Haider Al-
Abadi declared that the j ihadists’
“caliphate” was coming to an end.

The following day, a senior Iraqi com-
mander said victory in Mosul would be
declared within the “next few days.” IS
overran large areas north and west of
Baghdad in 2014, but Iraqi forces backed
by US-led coalition air strikes have since
regained much of the territory they lost.
The recapture of Mosul will not however
mark the end of the war against IS.  The
jihadist group still holds territories in both
Iraq and neighboring Syria, where it has
been able to carry out attacks in govern-
ment-held areas. IS militants and “lone
wolf” attackers inspired by the group’s ide-
ology have also carried out multiple oper-
ations overseas. —AFP

JERUSALEM: Israel returned fire at Syrian army
forces late Saturday after two stray artillery
rounds hit the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights,
the Israeli army said. “In response to projectiles
launched earlier today at Israel from Syria, Israeli
forces targeted the Syrian military artillery posi-
tion that was the source of the previous fire,” a
statement said. 

Earlier the army warned Syria to expect retali-
ation after the rounds fell in the Israeli-con-
trolled zone of the strategic plateau, the latest of
a string of incidents across the armistice line.
Both of Saturday’s stray rounds were the “result
of internal fighting in Syria,” the army said,
adding that there were no reports of casualties.
“Israel holds the Syrian regime responsible for
any breach of its borders and will act according-
ly,” chief military spokesman, Brigadier General
Ronen Manelis said.  “Israel maintains a policy of
non-involvement in the Syrian civil war. 

However, we will not tolerate any breach of
Israel’s sovereignty.” There has been repeated
stray fire across the armistice line for the past
week as Syrian troops battle rebels, including
hardline Islamists, on the other side. There have
been no casualties on the Israeli side but the
Jewish State has responded to every incident by
striking Syrian army positions.  Rebels recently
launched an offensive against Syrian govern-
ment forces in Quneitra on the Syrian side of the
armistice line.

Israel has conducted several air strikes in Syria
since that country’s civil war erupted in 2011.
Most of it has been against arms convoys or
warehouses of its Lebanese arch-foe Hezbollah.
The Iran-backed movement is a key supporter of
the Syrian regime and is fighting alongside gov-
ernment forces. In April, Israel shot down what it
identified only as “a target” over the Golan, hours
after Syria accused it of hitting a military posi-
tion near Damascus airport.  Israel did not con-
firm or deny the reported Damascus attack.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
on Wednesday that he would not tolerate any
spillover from the fighting in Syria.

“Our line is clear,” Netanyahu said a Hebrew-
language speech during a visit to the Golan. “We
shall not permit radical Islam, led by Iran or
Daesh, to open a terrorist front against the state
of Israel from the Syrian side of the Golan

Heights,” he said using the Arabic acronym for
the Islamic State Jihadist group.  Israel seized
1,200 square kilometers (460 square miles) of
the Golan Heights from Syria in the Six-Day War
of 1967 and later annexed it in a move never
recognised by the international community.
Around 510 square kilometers are under Syrian
control. — AFP 

ABUROC: Elizabeth Adwok (left) an ethnic Shilluk who arrived with her seven children in April
after having been forcefully displaced from her home three times since South Sudan’s conflict
began, cooks sorghum in her small hut in the village of Aburoc, South Sudan where she lives
with other displaced people. — AP 

Israel retaliates after stray 
Syrian fire in Golan Heights

QATZRIN, Israel: A general view shows a car driving past a sign at the entrance of the Jewish
settlement of Qatzrin in the Israeli occupied Golan Heights.— AFP 

MOSUL: Smoke billows in the background behind the destroyed Al-Nuri Mosque in
the Old City of Mosul, after the area was retaken from Islamic State (IS) group fight-
ers yesterday. — AFP 

Iraqi forces gain 
ground in Mosul 

Arab-Israeli former lawmaker 
jailed over ‘phone smuggling’
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File photo shows a special bulletin ‘wanted poster’ of Aramazd Andressian Jr, a 5-
year-old boy who had been missing for several weeks from South Pasadena, Calif.
Homicide detectives have found the body of the 5-year-old boy whose father is
charged with his murder. — AP 

Body of missing 5-year-old
boy found in California

LOS ANGELES: Homicide detectives have
found the body of a missing 5-year-old boy
whose father is charged with his murder,
authorities announced Saturday.  Based on
additional leads, detectives returned Friday
to an area near Lake Cachuma in Santa
Barbara County and found the remains of
Aramazd Andressian Jr, according to a
statement from the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department. No other details were
released. 

The body was flown to the Los Angeles
County coroner’s office on Saturday. It will
be examined to confirm the boy’s identity,
coroner’s Assistant Chief Ed Winter said.
Dental records and X-rays may be used
because “the child was up there for the last
two (months),” and an autopsy is planned
to determine the cause of death, Winter
said. KABC-TV contacted the boy’s mother,
and she responded “with three broken
heart emojis,” the station reported. 

The boy was found on the same day that
his father, Aramazd Andressian Sr., 35, of
South Pasadena, was returned to Southern
California from Las Vegas, where he was
arrested last week.  His new attorney,
Ambrosio Rodriguez, said he met with
Andressian for the first time on Saturday in
jail. “My client is heartbroken, like anybody
else,” he said.  Andressian has adamantly
denied harming the boy. Rodriguez said his
client intends to plead not guilty.

Contending there has been “a rush to
judgment,” the attorney said he will appear

in court today and ask to have the case
continued for 30 days in order to prepare a
defense. Andressian’s former attorney,
Daniel Nardoni, called the discovery of the
boy heartbreaking news and expressed his
condolences to the family. “I hope that your
beautiful memories of little Ara bring you
some comfort and peace,” he said in a
statement.  Investigators have been search-
ing for the boy since his father was found
passed out in a large park in South
Pasadena on April 22. Andressian had taken
prescription pills and was found in a car
doused in gasoline in an apparent suicide
attempt, sheriff’s officials said.  Andressian
told authorities that he drove that day
about 145 miles (233 kilometers) to Lake
Cachuma. Authorities had twice searched
the lake unsuccessfully in the past few
months, using dogs and a dive team.

Although initially arrested, Andressian
was released but later charged with mur-
der.  Prosecutors contend that Andressian
killed the boy to get back at his estranged
wife.  He and the boy ’s mother,  Ana
Estevez, were sharing custody as they went
through a divorce.  He was arrested in Las
Vegas on June 23 because authorities
believed he was at risk of fleeing the coun-
try. Andressian had shaved his beard, light-
ened his hair and had been socializing
while living out of a Las Vegas hotel for 47
days - conduct characterized as inconsis-
tent with that of a grieving parent, sheriff’s
officials said.—AP 

SAN JOSE: A huge power outage plunged mil-
lions of people across Central America into dark-
ness Saturday, as authorities from Panama to
Costa Rica to El Salvador scrambled to restore
electrical service. The blackout affected some
five million people in Costa Rica alone, where
officials largely had managed to restore service
after a nationwide power outage lasting about
five hours. Authorities pinned blame for the
power outages on a downed Panamanian trans-
mission line that adversely affected the power
supply for much of the region.

Countries in the region, from Guatemala to
Panama, are connected by the same power grid,
covering an expanse of some 1,800 kilometers
(1,100 miles). But that interconnectedness
means that the countries of Central America are
vulnerable when there are power grid malfunc-
tions in any one.  Chaos reigned in the Costa

Rican capital after traffic lights ceased to func-
tion, while the main airport in San Jose had to
run on backup power until the power system
was up and running again.

The blackout was the first experienced in
Costa Rica, among the most developed coun-
tries in Latin America, since 2001. Officials said as
many as two million people were left in the dark
in Panama, with an undetermined number
affected in Nicaragua and El Salvador.  Details
were not immediately available about how
many people were affected by the blackout else-
where in Central America, or whether they had
managed to get their power systems back up
and running.

Officials at the Costa Rican Institute for
Electricity said power was disrupted throughout
the entire country, but was restored in most
places by 6:00 pm. “ICE is trying to diagnose the

problem,” Communications Minister Mauricio
Herrera, said earlier Saturday referring to the
office by its Spanish acronym.  He said that work-
ers succeeded in restoring power to some areas
of Costa Rica.  ICE said that the origins of the
blackout were outside of the country and urged
the public to remain indoors while they try to fix
the problem.   In Panama, the ETESA govern-
ment power authority said via Twitter that the
nation had experienced just a “partial blackout”
and that workers were trying to restore power to
the affected areas. Much of the power was
restored about three hours after the blackout
started, officials said. The blackout in Panama
occurred about 15 minutes into a major speech
delivered by President Juan Carlos Varela to the
country’s legislature. Nicaragua for a time had to
tap the grid in neighboring Honduras to keep
the lights on.— AFP 

Central America hit by 
massive power outages
Huge power outage plunged millions into darkness

NEW YORK: A doctor angr y that his
career was derailed at a New York City
hospital toted an assault rifle past security
in search of a colleague he was going to
hold responsible.  When that person
wasn’t there, he opened fire anyway,
killing a doctor who was only there cover-
ing a shift as a favor, authorities said
Saturday. The new details of Dr Henry
Bello’s rampage emerged along with an
email rant against colleagues he blamed
for forcing him to resign from Bronx
Lebanon Hospital amid sexual harass-
ment allegations two years earlier. 

The email was sent to the New York
Daily News just two hours before the
shooting Friday afternoon that left six other
people wounded and Bello dead from a
self-inflicted shot. “This hospital terminated
my road to a licensure to practice medi-
cine,” the email said. “First, I was told it was
because I always kept to myself. Then it was
because of an altercation with a nurse.” He
also blamed a doctor for blocking his
chances at practicing medicine. Bello had
warned his former colleagues when he was
forced out in 2015 that he would return
someday to kill them.

A law enforcement official said that
Bello arrived at the hospital with the
assault rifle hidden under his lab coat and
asked for a specific doctor whom he
blamed for his having to resign, but the

physician wasn’t there at the time. The offi-
cial spoke on anonymity because the per-
son was not authorized to discuss an ongo-
ing investigation.  It was not clear if Bello
knew Dr Tracy Sin-Yee Tam, 32, who was
killed in the shooting on the 16th and 17th
floors of the hospital and was, like him, a
family medicine doctor. 

Hospital officials said that Tam normally
worked in one of the hospital’s satellite
clinics and was covering a shift in the main
hospital as a favor to someone else. “It
makes you think that anything can happen
to anybody,” said Tam’s neighbor, Alena
Khaim, 23, who saw Tam’s sister outside
the home Friday night overcome with
grief, shaking and unable to walk. “She was
such a sweet girl. You would never think
something like that would happen but it
happened.”

Judy Beckles-Ross, 46, said she’s not sur-
prised Tam volunteered to cover the shift.
“She never said no,” said Beckles-Ross, a
friend from medical school who knew her
for 11 years. “She had a good heart.
Anybody that needed help, she would help
them.” The six others who were injured - a
patient, two medical students and three
physicians - largely suffered gunshot
wounds to the head, chest and abdomen.
One physician remained in critical condi-
tion and the rest were stable, officials said
Saturday.—AP

Disgraced doctor threatened 
ex-colleagues before rampage

NEW YORK: A team of NYPD and FDNY officers gather outside of Bronx-Lebanon
Hospital Center in the Bronx borough of New York city. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump vowed to
support and defend religious liberty, telling a gath-
ering of evangelical Christians that the threat of ter-
rorism is “one of the most grave and dire threats to
religious freedom in the world today.” “We cannot
allow this terrorism and extremism to spread in our
country, or to find sanctuary on our shores or in our
cities,” Trump said Saturday night at a “Celebrate
Freedom” concert honoring veterans.  “We want to
make sure that anyone who seeks to join our coun-
try shares our values and has the capacity to love
our people.” The evangelical megachurch First
Baptist Dallas and Salem Media Group sponsored
the event at the John F Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts. First Baptist Pastor Robert Jeffress
was a strong backer of Trump during the 2016 cam-
paign. The event at times felt like one of Trump’s sig-
nature campaign rallies, with the president promis-
ing an adoring crowd that America would “win
again” and prompting cheers with attacks on the
news media. 

“The fake media tried to stop us from going to
the White House, but I’m president and they’re not,”
he said. Trump appeared on a stage decorated with
a massive American flag. Choirs performed “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic” and other hymns and
debuted a song with the lyrics “make America great
again” - Trump’s campaign slogan. Besides speaking
to the event’s religious theme, Trump renewed his
campaign promise to always take care of America’s
veterans. “Not only has God bestowed on us the gift
of freedom, he’s also given us the gift of heroes will-
ing to give their lives to defend that freedom,” he
said. Overwhelming support from evangelical vot-
ers helped propel Trump to victory in 2016. Since he
took office, Christian conservatives have been over-
joyed by Trump’s appointment of Justice Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme Court and his executive
order ordering the IRS to ease up on a rarely
enforced limit on partisan political activity by
churches. Trump was spending the pre-
Independence Day weekend at his golf club in
Bedminster, New Jersey, but traveled back to
Washington for the event.

Aggressive use of Twitter 
In another development, Trump has defended

his aggressive use of Twitter just hours after firing
off his latest volley in his escalating feud with US
media. Following an early morning Twitter tirade at
CNN, NBC and a morning show host he taunted as
“dumb as a rock,” the president then went on the
defensive, touting his electoral accomplishments as
justification for his increasingly hostile rhetoric. “The
FAKE & FRAUDULENT NEWS MEDIA is working hard
to convince Republicans and others I should not use
social media - but remember, I won the 2016 elec-
tion with interviews, speeches and social media,”
Trump said on Twitter.

“I had to beat #FakeNews, and did. We will con-
tinue to WIN!” he posted, before ending the day at a
rally in Washington that included a similar anti-
media barrage. In recent days, the US leader has
railed against major news organizations as “fake
news,” and launched a crude personal attack on
Mika Brzezinski and Joe Scarborough, who headline
the “Morning Joe” program on the left-leaning
MSNBC cable network. 

“Crazy Joe Scarborough and dumb as a rock
Mika are not bad people, but their low rated show is
dominated by their NBC bosses. Too bad!” he wrote
Saturday, seemingly trying to get in the final word
in his clash with the journalists. Apparently stung by
critical coverage on the show, Trump on Thursday
had tweeted: “I heard poorly rated @Morning_Joe
speaks badly of me (don’t watch anymore).  “Then
how come low I.Q. Crazy Mika, along with Psycho
Joe came to Mar-a-Lago 3 nights in a row around
New Year’s Eve, and insisted on joining me.  She was
bleeding badly from a face-lift. I said no!”

Backlash   
The comments sparked a major backlash, as well

as condemnation from within Trump’s own
Republican Party. The TV hosts responded on Friday
with an opinion piece in The Washington Post titled
“Donald Trump is not well,” questioning his
“unmoored behavior” and fitness to serve. Trump
also targeted CNN, a frequent punching bag for the
president. “I am extremely pleased to see that
@CNN has finally been exposed as #FakeNews and
garbage journalism. It’s about time!” he tweeted,
referring to an article that the cable news channel
retracted, that claimed Congress was investigating
links between Trump’s administration and a Russian
investment fund. Three CNN journalists resigned
over the article, which was posted on the network’s
website on June 22 before being yanked the next
day. “I am thinking about changing the name
#FakeNews CNN to #FraudNewsCNN!”—Agencies 

President Trump vows 
to support and defend 
religious freedom in US 

SINALOA STATE: Investigators take pictures at the crime scene next to bodies lying
on a road in the town of Navolato, Sinaloa state, Mexico. 59 AK type and AR-15 bullet
casings were found in the area. — AP 

19 killed as Mexican
troops battle gang

CULIACAN: Mexican authorities said yes-
terday that at least 19 people died in
clashes involving armed men and securi-
ty forces in the gang-plagued northwest-
ern state of Sinaloa, where homicides
have spiked dramatically following the
capture and extradition of convicted
drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman.
The violence began with a shooting
Friday that killed two men near a depart-
ment store in the town of Villa Union,
about 15 miles southeast of the beach
resort of Mazatlan.  

Officials attributed it to warring drug
gang members responsible for recent
violence in the state, which is home to
Guzman’s Sinaloa cartel. “We believe it
has to do with the transport of drugs and
the fight for terrain, for the areas that
these groups are fighting over,” Genaro
Robles Casillas, the Sinaloa state public
security secretary, said at a news confer-
ence. Police were alerted by emergency
calls, and municipal officers encountered
the suspected attackers as they were rid-
ing in several pickup trucks.

A fierce gunbattle broke out in which
police killed 17 suspects, officials said.
Five municipal police officers were

wounded, but reported in stable condi-
tion.  Elements of the marines, the army
and the federal police also responded to
support the local forces. Sinaloa is the
birthplace of a number of Mexico’s drug
gang leaders, and killings have risen
there after Guzman was captured and
then extradited to the United States ear-
lier this year to face drug charges.
Security experts say a power struggle has
since broken out between opposing fac-
tions of the Sinaloa cartel, which also
faces challenges from other gangs such
as the Jalisco New Generation cartel.

During the first five months of the
year, homicides jumped by 76 percent in
Sinaloa state compared with the same
period in 2016, according to government
crime statistics.  The killings include the
May 15 slaying of Javier Valdez, an
award-winning reporter who specialized
in covering drug trafficking and organ-
ized crime, in the state capital, Culiacan.
Homicides were also up about 30 per-
cent nationwide in Mexico for the
January-May period.  Associated Press
writer Maria Verza reported this story in
Culiacan and AP writer Peter Orsi report-
ed from Mexico City.— AP

MAZATLAN: Spent bullet casing litter a road after authorities reported a gun battle with
armed men near the beach resort of Mazatlan, Mexico on Saturday, July 1, 2017. — AP 

Venezuelan death toll 
hits 89; violence rages 

CARACAS: Four protesters were killed in the
Venezuelan city of Barquisimeto according to
officials yesterday, who said the number of
people who have died in three months of
anti-government demonstrations now has
reached 89. No official details were provided
as to what led to the latest deaths late Friday,
although at least one opposition member of
Venezuela’s legislature said the victims, who
ranged in age from 20 to 49, died by gunfire.

The city Barquisimeto is located some
350 kilometers west of Caracas.  Saturday
marks three months of opposition protests
demanding the ouster of Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro whose term in
office does not end until January 2019.
Authorities said that in addition to the 89
dead, Venezuela over the past three months
has seen about 1,000 people hurt in the
worsening political and economic upheaval,
and another 3,500 arrested.

Meanwhile, Pope Francis yesterday called

for an end to violence in Venezuela and urged
the country to find a “democratic solution” to
its problems. “I assure my prayers for this
beloved nation and express my closeness to
the families who have lost their children in
the streets,” he said. “I call for an end to vio-
lence and a peaceful and democratic solution
to the crisis,” the Argentine said at the end of
the Angelus prayer in Saint Peter’s Square.

No official details were provided as to
what led to the latest deaths late Friday,
although at least one opposition member of
Venezuela’s legislature said the victims, who
ranged in age from 20 to 49, died by gunfire.
Saturday marks three months of opposition
protests demanding the ouster of Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro whose term in
office runs until January 2019. Maduro is
blamed for a desperate economic crisis-
marked by shortages of food, medicine and
other basics-that has sparked hunger and
deadly violence. —Agencies 



I N T E R N AT I O N A L
MONDAY, JULY 3, 2017

13 dead in bus crash 
MOSCOW: Thirteen people died, two of them children,
when a long-haul passenger bus collided with a truck in
Russia yesterday, authorities said. The bus was travelling
from Samara on the Volga river to Izhevsk, around 900 kilo-
meters east of Moscow, when the accident happened, the
Investigative Committee, which probes accidents and dis-
asters, said.  It said it was possible the bus driver was blind-
ed by headlights.  The bus rolled over and caught on fire as
a result of the collision, the regional interior ministry said,
adding it would be arresting both drivers. Russia ranks
among the world’s worst countries for road deaths, mainly
due to drink-driving, poor roads and traffic violations. Last
year more than 20,000 people died in road accidents, a 12-
percent drop compared to 2015. 

News
i n  b r i e f

COTONOU: Sadiatou used to be a well-
off trader of traditional cloth at the mar-
ket in Benin’s economic hub of Cotonou
but now sells school equipment from the
doorstep of her home. In 2010 she sank
more than five million CFA francs
($8,700, 7,600 euros) into an investment
scheme that promised a quick profit. “It’s
a deposit I should never have made,” she
said. “My business took a hit and my
health as well. I’ve been depressed for a
long time.  “I was counting on the sav-
ings I’d make to expand my business. But
it was useless. All my money has gone.”

Seven years after what was described
as the biggest financial scandal in Benin’s
history was revealed, 20 people this
week went on trial. Sadiatou is one of
nearly 150,000 people that the
International Monetary Fund estimates
were defrauded of more than 150 billion
CFA francs in the Investment
Consultancy and Computing Services
(ICC Services) case. Some estimates,

however, say as many as 300,000 people
were lured into parting with their hard-
earned or borrowed cash and life-sav-
ings on the promise of 150 to 200 per-
cent per quarter returns.

Ponzi scheme
Despite repeated warnings about

investing in so-called pyramid or Ponzi
schemes, such scams are becoming com-
monplace throughout Africa.  Frank
Engelsman, who heads the Amsterdam-
and Paris-based Ultrascan, which special-
izes in detecting international financial
fraud, says such schemes are booming.
“First, because the infrastructure in big
cities of Africa is improving rapidly, both
phone as well as internet infrastructure-
and that’s what these fraudsters need...
.”Second, because in those cities... police
are not trained to handle internet inter-
national communication crimes that
always cross a border between the fraud-
ster and the victim.” In Gabon, a business

run by a Pentecostal church pastor, Yves
David Mapakou, allegedly swindled up
to 30,000 French and Gabonese clients
by promising profits on investments.

A complaint was lodged in Paris in
August last year. Africa’s most populous
nation Nigeria remains the undisputed
champion of fraud, having assiduously
developed “419” scams over the years-a
reference to the relevant section of the
criminal code. Victims from around the
world have been duped into handing
over billions of dollars through a barrage
of unsolicited email appeals and job
offers as well as promises of marriage.
Engelsman said this type of fraud has
“spread from Nigeria to neighboring
countries” in West Africa, taking advan-
tage of the lack of capacity of law
enforcement agencies to investigate.

“Like most bad things like crime, they
tend to spread when not put to a halt,
widen their scope to improve
effect/income.” he added.  Development

can even play a part. “It’s easier when the
infrastructure is good, in countries where
also the chamber of commerce is register-
ing companies easily and bank accounts
are opened, based on one or more regis-
trations,” he added. The Ponzi scheme in
Benin-likened to the one run by Bernie
Madoff in the United States that saw the
financier jailed-involved paying initial
investors with the money of new clients.
Textile worker Aline Aklassato said she
had “no reason at all not to believe” the
scheme would not work. “Colleagues and
friends had made deposits and received
dividends,” she added.  “I got dividends
myself for two months of 300,000 CFA
francs before the difficulties started.”

Criminal liability
As the case wound its way to trial, few

of the alleged victims were able to attend
court hearings. The current trial will only
look at establishing criminal liability. But
for salesman Leandros Koudenoukpo, “the

key question is reimbursement”. Benin’s
government in 2010 launched a compen-
sation scheme for victims through the sale
of assets seized from ICC Services. But only
a few benefited. The 20 defendants in the
dock are facing charges of conspiracy,
defrauding the public and practicing ille-
gal banking and micro-finance. 

Key questions that need answering are
how were ICC Services and other firms
involved are able to prosper over the years,
despite having no authorization to run
financial services. Did they have state back-
ing? Benin’s president at the time, former
banker Thomas Boni Yayi, and several high-
ranking officials were at the time accused
of complicity but none is officially under
investigation.  Seven years may have
passed and Benin’s government has
changed. But more time is still needed for
a resolution. The trial opened on Thursday
but on Friday it was adjourned to a date to
be fixed because of a lack of an expert psy-
chiatric witness and documents. —AFP 

Benin, a Ponzi scheme and a long wait for answers

Polio worker shot dead 
PESHAWAR: A health worker who had been immuniz-
ing children against polio was shot dead in Pakistan’s
northwestern province Saturday, the provincial health
department said. He was shot by two motorbike riders
armed with assault rifes as he returned to his base from
an outreach campaign.  Nobody claimed responsibility
for the attack but Taleban militants have attacked polio
workers in the province in the past. More than 100 peo-
ple have been killed in such attacks since December
2012.  Islamist opposition to all forms of inoculation
grew after the CIA organized a fake vaccination drive to
help track down Al-Qaeda’s former leader Osama Bin
Laden in the Pakistani garrison town of Abbottabad. He
was killed there by US forces in 2011. Despite the
attacks, Pakistan hopes to be removed from the list of
polio-endemic countries by 2018 by achieving its goal
of no fresh cases for a year. 

Zuma’s no confidence vote 
JOHANNESBURG: South African President Jacob Zuma,
who has been weakened by growing criticism from within
the ruling ANC party, will face a vote of no confidence in
parliament on August 8, officials announced yesterday.
Opposition parties have pushed for the vote to be held in
secret, hoping to encourage ANC lawmakers to vote Zuma
out of office after a series of corruption scandals. But the
president retains strong support from many lawmakers in
the African National Congress, which led the fight against
apartheid.  In the last two years, Zuma has easily survived
three votes of no confidence and a separate parliament
vote to remove him from office. Parliamentary Speaker
Baleka Mbete yesterday issued a statement saying the date
for the no-confidence vote had been changed from August
3 to August 8, due to a scheduled cabinet meeting. Mbete,
a Zuma ally, will decide whether the vote is secret after a
case brought to the Constitutional Court by opposition
parties, who have called for ANC lawmakers to “vote with
their conscience”. 

BAMAKO: French President Emmanuel Macron made a
lightning visit to Mali yesterday to throw his weight behind
a planned Sahel force to fight jihadists but told countries
their efforts had to bear fruit. The so-called “G5 Sahel”
countries-Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger-
have pledged to set up a joint force to combat the wave of
Islamist bombings, shootings and kidnappings south of
the Sahara. Macron, joining the heads of state in the Malian
capital Bamako for a special summit, hailed the initiative as
“a dynamic, a groundswell which France is proud to back”.
But, he said, “it will be up to you and your armed forces to
demonstrate that the G5 can be effective, while respecting
humanitarian conventions. The results have to be there to
convince your partners.”

Based in Sevare in central Mali, the 5,000-strong G5
Sahel force aims to bolster 12,000 UN peacekeepers and
France’s own 4,000-member Operation Barkhane, which is
operating in the region. Macron is also looking to extra
backing from Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium and the
United States-which already has a drone base in Niger-
beyond a pledge of 50 million euros ($57 million) made by
the European Union, a sum he described as “the start of a
long-term commitment”.

Serge Michailof, a researcher at the Paris-based IRIS
institute, described the EU contribution as “a joke” given
the EU’s “very deep pockets” and the poverty of the Sahel
countries. “This force is going to cost $300-400 million
(262-350 million euros) at the very least,” he said. Malian
Foreign Minister Abdoulaye Diop gave a figure of $450 mil-
lion. Chadian President Idriss Deby has said his country
cannot afford to mobilise large numbers of troops simulta-
neously for the UN peacekeeping mission and also in the
new force.

Deby and Macron are due to meet on the margins of
the Bamako summit to discuss the financial issue, accord-
ing to the French presidency. Chad’s military is widely
viewed as the strongest of the five Sahel nations. Al-
Qaeda’s Mali branch, meanwhile, offered a reminder of the
jihadists’ threat, with the release of a proof-of-life video of
six foreign hostages. The clip posted Saturday by Nusrat Al-
Islam wal Muslimeen, also known as the Group to Support
Islam and Muslims, includes elderly Australian surgeon
Arthur Kenneth Elliott and Frenchwoman Sophie Petronin.

Phased rollout
Macron visited Gao in northern Mali in May, his first for-

eign visit as president outside Europe, and promised that

French troops would remain “until the day there is no more
Islamic terrorism in the region”. France intervened to chase
out jihadists linked to Al-Qaeda who had overtaken key
northern cities in Mali in 2013. That mission evolved into
the current Barkhane deployment launched in 2014 with
an expanded mandate for counter-terror operations across
the Sahel. The new Sahel force will support national armies
trying to catch jihadists across porous frontiers, and will
work closely with Barkhane. Operations across Burkina
Faso, Niger and Mali, all hit with frequent jihadist attacks,
will be coordinated with French troops, a source in the
French presidency told AFP earlier this week, while help
would be given to set up command centers.

Multiple fronts
While weighing up the challenges of the G5 Sahel oper-

ation, analysts frequently compare it with the Multinational
Joint Task Force battling Nigerian jihadist group Boko

Haram in the Lake Chad region, composed of troops from
Benin, Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria. Despite heavy
initial criticism, that force “has succeeded in a part of its
mission, which is to reduce the territory controlled by Boko
Haram and limit its actions,” said Rinaldo Depagne from the
International Crisis Group, a non-governmental organiza-
tion that works on conflict resolution.

However, the G5 Sahel force has supplementary chal-
lenges in the weak armed forces of Burkina Faso and Mali,
while Chad and Niger are already engaged on multiple
fronts, he added. The three-nation border of Liptako-Gourma
will become a “laboratory” for Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger
where French forces will aim to work in tandem with these
nations, before bringing Chad and Mauritania into the mix,
Depagne predicted. The G5 Sahel force’s top commander,
Malian general Didier Dacko, has said that at first each coun-
try’s contingent would operate on its own soil, gradually
becoming more focused on their mutual borders. — AFP 

Macron in Mali for diplomatic 
push on Sahel anti-jihad force

‘G5 Sahel’ countries battle Islamist militants 

South African President Jacob Zuma

WASHINGTON: The United States will get hit again by Russian
cyberattacks if the country doesn’t pay closer attention and
work more closely with European allies who are also victims,
international elections experts warned. In testimony before the
Senate Intelligence Committee, experts described extensive
Russian interference in European elections and encouraged
more awareness among the American of how Russians are try-
ing to undermine US candidates and faith in government. 

One witness, a former US ambassador to NATO, criticized both
former President Barack Obama and current President Donald
Trump for not doing more to publicize the problem and combat it.
“I do think that it’s time for Congress and not the president to lead
the response to Russia’s cyberattack on the United States,” said
Nicholas Burns, who worked as NATO ambassador and undersec-
retary at the State Department under President George W Bush.
Burns criticized Obama for not doing more as it became apparent
during last year’s election that Russia was trying to interfere. 

But he had harsher words for Trump, saying he hadn’t been
skeptical enough of Russia’s role in the election. “If he contin-
ues to refuse to act, it’s a dereliction of his most basic duty to
protect the country,” Burns said. Russian officials have denied
any meddling in the 2016 election. US intelligence officials
have concluded that President Vladimir Putin was responsible.
Burns recommended that the United States work more closely
with Europe to identify Russia’s cyber disinformation - fake
news spread through social media, for example - and share
information in real time.  He also recommended that US print,
radio and television networks find ways to quickly discredit

those Russian efforts as they happen. Janis Sarts, director of
the NATO Strategic Communications Centre of Excellence, said
“society and its perceptions” are the main target of Russian
influence operations, so popular awareness that they are hap-
pening is key. “We have seen resilience levels raise instantly as
society recognizes being targeted,” he said.

All four witnesses - Burns, Sarts, Ambassador Vesko Garcevic
of Boston University and Dr Constanze Stelzenmueller of The
Brookings Institution - said they believe Putin is directly respon-
sible for the efforts to influence the election. Senators expressed
concerns that there would be more efforts to undermine next
year’s congressional elections, and committee Chairman Richard
Burr, R-NC, agreed the US must “lean on our allies” as those elec-
tions approach. “We must advance more quickly than our adver-
sary and only together can we do so,” Burr said.

After the hearing, Burr said he’d like to finish the investiga-
tion into Russian meddling by the end of this year, but acknowl-
edged “that’s aspirational right now.” Burr said the panel has an
aggressive schedule in July, and may go into the August recess
having done as many as 80 interviews. He also said the Senate
panel doesn’t have plans at this point to bring in longtime
Trump confident Roger Stone for an interview. Stone is sched-
uled to appear before the House intelligence committee next
month. “We still have a very difficult time understanding
whether he has anything to contribute to our investigation,”
Burr said. Stone has said he communicated with Guccifer 2.0, an
unnamed hacker who has taken credit for breaking into the
servers at the Democratic National Committee. — AP

BAMAKO: Al-Qaeda’s Mali branch has
released a proof-of-life video of six foreign
hostages, including elderly Australian sur-
geon Arthur Kenneth Elliott and
Frenchwoman Sophie Petronin, US-based
monitoring group SITE said. The 16 minute,
50 second video by Nusrat Al-Islam wal
Muslimeen, also known as the Group to
Support Islam and Muslims, was released on
Telegram on Saturday, SITE said.  The other
four hostages shown are South African
Stephen McGown, Romanian Iulian Ghergut,
Swiss missionary Beatrice Stockly and
Colombian nun Gloria Cecilia Narvaez Argoti.

No group had previously claimed
responsibility for kidnapping Frenchwoman
Petronin, who was abducted in late 2016 by
armed men in the northern Malian town of
Gao, where she ran an organisation for mal-
nourished children. After a video clip show-
ing Petronin, the narrator said she was hop-
ing the French president would help return
her to her family, according to SITE.  The
video was released just before President
Emmanuel Macron arrived in Mali on
Sunday to consolidate Western backing for a
regional anti-jihadist force.

In the video, the hostages are separately
introduced by a narrator, who says that so
far there have been no negotiations for
their release. The first shown is McGown,
who was abducted in Timbuktu, northern
Mali, in November 2011. “It’s a long time to
be away ... Until when do you think this will
come to an end? Now we’re making a new
video, but I don’t know what to say. It’s all
been said in the past. It’s all been said in
previous videos I’ve made,” McGown says,
according to a transcription by SITE.

He is followed by Australian Elliott, in his
80s, who, along with his wife Jocelyn, was
abducted in January 2015 in Djibo, Burkina
Faso, where the couple had run the sole
medical clinic since 1972. Jocelyn was
released in February 2016. Next in the video
is Romanian mineworker Ghergut, who says
he was captured in Burkina Faso on April 4,
2015. The women are then shown, includ-
ing Swiss missionary Stockly, who was kid-
napped in Mali in January 2016. Colombian
nun Argoti was seized by armed men in the
Mali village of Karangasso close to the
Burkina Faso border in February 2017.

At the end of the undated video, while
not spelling out any demands the narrator
tells the hostages’ families “no genuine
negotiations have begun” for their release
but then adds that negotiations are “still
active”.  In 2012, Mali’s north fell under the
control of jihadist groups linked to Al-Qaeda
who exploited an ethnic Tuareg-led rebel
uprising, though the Islamists were largely
ousted by a French-led military operation in
January 2013. Since then, jihadists have con-
tinued to mount numerous attacks on civil-
ians and the army, as well as on French and
UN forces stationed there. —AFP

BAMAKO: Chad’s President Idriss Deby Itno (2nd left) speaks with French President Emanuel Macron (center) as
they gather with President of Burkina Faso Roch Marc Christian Kabore (front left), Mali’s President Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita (rear left), Niger’s President Mahamadou Issoufou (front right) and Mauritanian President
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz (rear right) for a meeting during the G5 Sahel summit, in Bamako yesterday. — AFP

Qaeda releases a proof-of-life 
video of six foreign hostages 

This image grab released by Al-Jazeera television shows part of a video broadcast by the
pan-Arab channel, in which three Western hostages taken captive in northern Mali by
the Al-Qaeda-linked Al-Din movement, appear in an undisclosed location in Mali. — AFP  

Experts encourage more public 
awareness on Russian meddling

GELDROP, Netherlands: A laptop displays a message after being
infected by a ransomware as part of a worldwide cyberattack.
The unprecedented global ransomware cyberattack has hit
more than 200,000 victims in more than 150 countries, Europol
executive director Rob Wainwright said. Britain’s state-run
National Health Service was affected by the attack. —AFP 
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Senior Accountant
Gulf Bagel Factory
UAE

You will be responsible for reviewing journal 
entries of junior accountants to ensure 
accuracy, following up on internal controls, 
and proactively add new internal and efficient 
controls, preparing the monthly financial 
statements, Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss, 
by auditing the G/L and registering all month 
end regularizations, etc.

Social Media Coordinator
Sportland
UAE

You are responsible for working closely 
with the Marketing Manager to create 
engaging content for the company's social 
media presence, including keeping social 
media channels updated and 
brand-focused and seeking out new social 
media avenues and ways of connecting 
with audiences.

Resource Mobilization Specialist
Islamic Development Bank 
KSA

You will be responsible for effectively mobilizing 
resources and raising funds for the Islamic 
Solidarity Fund (ISFD). You will independently 
carry out advocacy, networking and partnership 
activities to execute the strategy of the ISFD. This 
role involves collaboration with a multitude of 
external partners and sector departments and 
other entities in the IDB Group for resource 
mobilization.

Apply Now JB3694896 Apply Now JB3694205 Apply Now JB3693931

Project Manager
AL-Zamil Metal Works Factory
KSA

You will be responsible for maintaining  
client satisfaction, managing the project’s 
execution and coordinating with the 
concerned department, conducting the 
project’s Kick Off meetings to ensure the 
project’s requirements are distributed, 
streamlining the project procurement, 
engineering, cost / invoices, scheduling and 
planning until fabrication, etc.

Project Quality Engineer
Alderley
KSA

You will be responsible for reviewing / 
interpreting a client and the project’s 
specifications and requirements, developing 
and managing Inspection and Testing Plans 
(ITP) as well as NDE and other work-related 
procedures, reviewing / commenting / 
approving supplier’s and sub-vendor’s 
material traceability certification and other 
documentation, etc.

Director - Customer Service
Jupiter Consultancy
KSA

You will be responsible for managing all 
department operations with compliance to 
policies and procedures, checking the 
pre-operations checklist and 
communicating findings to the respective 
departments for rectification, maintaining 
weekly stock of cutlery, laundry, crockery 
and miscellaneous items of all respective 
sections & distributing them accordingly, etc.

Graphic Designer
Elixir Event Managment
UAE 

You are responsible for interpreting our 
clients’ needs and design solutions with a 
high visual impact, working on a variety of 
products including websites, books, 
magazines, product packaging, exhibitions, 
corporate identity; cooperating with our 
designers and sales team, etc.

Project Coordinator
Ahsant Premium Hotel Supplies
UAE

You will be responsible for liaising with 
clients to identify and define requirements, 
preparing quotations to send to clients and 
following up on the status of quotations, 
assigning tasks to internal teams once the 
order is confirmed, assisting in monitoring 
the status of the order and making sure that 
a clients’ needs are met.

Apply Now JB3692981 Apply Now JB3693011

Field Sales Executive 
Al Essa Medical & Scientific 
Equipment Co. - Kuwait

You will be responsible for implementing 
marketing strategies and sales initiatives 
for Al Essa products by increasing market 
demand and generating revenue for the 
assigned category of products; ensuring 
successful achievement of objectives of the 
sales department, tracking sales 
performance of different categories of 
product lines in respective showrooms by 
compiling and analyzing sales figures, etc.

Senior Marketing Manager 
(Digital) - Michael Page 
International  - Kuwait

You will be responsible for growing and 
improving the marketing function within 
the business by contemporizing the current 
marketing strategy by bringing new and 
innovative digital methods to drive footfall 
to the commercial properties (malls) and 
grow the B2B relationships with new 
retailers, etc.

Apply Now JB3692970

Customer Services Adviser
British Council
Kuwait

You will be responsible for answering and 
handling face-to-face / telephone and e-mail 
enquiries from customers, registering 
customers for English Language classes and 
Exams, ensuring that customers receive 
timely and accurate information regarding 
all services provided, taking Teaching Centre 
fees during registration and reconciling it at 
the end of the day.

Apply Now JB3693473

English Teacher - Gulf University 
for Science and Technology 
(GUST) - Kuwait

You will be responsible for planning, 
preparing and delivering lessons, preparing 
evaluations to assess a student’s 
comprehension of objectives, marking and 
providing appropriate feedback on oral and 
written work, recording and maintaining 
accurate student attendance records and 
grades, serving on academic or 
administrative committees that deal with 
departmental matters, examination, etc.

Apply Now JB3693965 Apply Now JB3694096 Apply Now JB3693444

Senior General Manager 
(Logistics)
Al-Sayer Group - Kuwait 

You will be responsible for compiling the 
present and future needs of business units in 
terms of warehousing and distribution, 
planning the inventory and distribution 
operations accordingly in order to provide the 
level of service suitable to business needs, 
defining needs of the inventory and 
distribution function in terms of facilities, 
specific warehousing conditions by type of 
product, distribution infrastructure, etc.

Apply Now JB3693717

Graphic Designer
Iflix
Kuwait

You will be responsible for building and 
executing social media strategies 
through audience research; developing 
brand awareness and online reputation 
by utilizing social medial tools in a 
professional environment, creating and 
executing social media engagement 
plans, etc.

HR - Compensation Specialist
Alghanim Industries
Kuwait

You will be responsible for actively 
co-managing the annual pay planning 
process (salary and bonus) and all steps in 
the process thereof, participating in external 
market compensation benchmarking 
surveys, analysis and action planning; 
researching, analyzing and developing a 
competitive market benchmark for 
compensation structures for various 
business units, etc.

Manager - Business 
Development - Bader AlMulla 
and Brothers Company- Kuwait

You will be responsible for supporting the 
business development, operations, finance 
and accounting functions by working on 
new projects, business process analysis and 
process validations, keeping optimum 
focus towards cost management and 
systems integrations, etc.

Health & Safety Manager
SNC LAVALIN O&M
Qatar
 
You will be responsible for supporting and 
advising all directors, managers, 
consultants and other staff members with 
regards to conducting accident, incident 
and dangerous occurrence investigations, 
reviewing accident and incident statistics, 
identifying trends and recommending 
preventive and corrective actions, etc.

Apply Now JB3694915 Apply Now JB3694954 Apply Now JB3695007 Apply Now JB3693992

Market Risk Associate
Michael Page International 
Qatar
 
You will be responsible for developing and 
implementing risk process and risk models 
to monitor daily trading activities, market 
risk, liquidity and performance of various 
investment departments; developing and 
implementing Barra system for daily and 
monthly risk reports for the whole 
portfolio, etc.

Senior Manager - Procurement
Hyatt Plaza
Qatar
 
You will be responsible for forecasting levels 
of demand for services and products to meet 
the business needs and keep a constant 
check on stock levels in alignment with 
Planning and Warehouse, conducting 
research to ascertain the best products and 
suppliers in terms of best value, delivery 
schedules, etc.

Manager - Automotive Solutions
Abdullah Abdulghani & Bros Co. 
W.L.L (AAB) - Qatar
 
You will be responsible for designing and 
implementing strategic business plans for 
automotive solutions (tires, batteries and 
lubricants) that expands the company's 
customer data base, determining annual unit 
and gross profit plans by implementing 
marketing strategies, analyzing trends and 
results, identifying emerging market shifts 
while being fully aware of new products and 
competition status, etc.

Apply Now JB3694190
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MANILA: Police officers investigate a dead body of an alleged drug dealer (his face covered with pack-
ing tape) in Manila. —AFP

MANILA: The residents of Old Balara hid in their homes
when gunfire erupted in their Manila district last September.
They didn’t see the police operation that killed seven drug
suspects that night. But they witnessed the gory aftermath
and it haunts them still. That night, Herlina Alim said she
watched police haul away the men’s bodies, leaving trails of
blood. “They were dragged down the alley like pigs,” she
said. Her neighbor Lenlen Magano said she saw three bod-
ies, face down and motionless, piled at the end of the alley
while police stood calmly by.

It was at least an hour, according to residents, before the
victims were thrown into a truck and taken to hospital in
what a police report said was a bid to save their lives. Old
Balara’s chief, the elected head of the district, told Reuters he
was perplexed. They were already dead, Allan Franza said, so
why take them to hospital? An analysis of crime data from
two of Metro Manila’s five police districts and interviews
with doctors, law enforcement officials and victims’ families
point to one answer: Police were sending corpses to hospi-
tals to destroy evidence at crime scenes and hide the fact
that they were executing drug suspects.

The drug menace
Thousands of people have been killed since President

Rodrigo Duterte took office on June 30 last year and
declared war on what he called “the drug menace.” Among
them were the seven victims from Old Balara who were
declared dead on arrival at hospital. A Reuters analysis of
police reports covering the first eight months of the drug
war reveals hundreds of cases like those in Old Balara. In
Quezon City Police District and neighboring Manila Police
District, 301 victims were taken to hospital after police drug
operations. Only two survived. The rest were dead on arrival.

The data also shows a sharp increase in the number of
drug suspects declared dead on arrival in these two districts
each month. There were 10 cases at the start of the drug war
in July 2016, representing 13 percent of police drug shoot-
ing deaths. By January 2017, the tally had risen to 51 cases
or 85 percent. The totals grew along with international and
domestic condemnation of Duterte’s campaign. This
increase was no coincidence, said a police commander in
Manila, who spoke to Reuters on condition of anonymity. 

In late 2016, he said, police began sending victims to hos-
pitals to avoid crime scene investigations and media atten-
tion that might show they were executing drug suspects. A
Reuters investigation last year found that when police
opened fire in drug operations, they killed 97 percent of
people they shot. The Manila commander said police
depended on emergency room doctors being too focused
on the patients to care about why they were shot. The doc-
tors “aren’t asking any questions. They only record it: DOA,”
he said.

But five doctors told Reuters they were troubled by the
rising number of police-related DOAs. Four said many drug
suspects brought to hospital had been shot in the head and
heart, sometimes at close range - precise and unsurvivable
wounds that undermined police claims that suspects were
injured during chaotic exchanges of gunfire. Oscar
Albayalde, Metro Manila’s police chief, said he had never
heard of officers taking dead suspects to hospital to cover
up crime scenes. “We will have that investigated,” he told
Reuters. If that investigation showed police were “intention-
ally moving these dead bodies and bringing them to the
hospitals just to alter the evidence, then I think we have to
make them explain.”

Duterte’s office declined to expand on Albayalde’s
response to Reuters’ questions. According to police reports
about the incidents, suspects shot during operations were
“immediately rushed” to hospital. “The most important
(thing) is the life of the person,” said Randy Llanderal, a
precinct commander in Quezon City. The police reports
reviewed by Reuters showed Llanderal had led or joined
operations in which 13 drug suspects ended up dead on
arrival. Llanderal said all suspects were shot in self-defense
during legitimate operations.

The Manila police commander, a retired senior officer and
some doctors believe there is a cover up. Hospitalizing drug
suspects who have been shot allows police to project a
more caring image, said the Manila commander. The retired
officer agreed. “It is basically a ploy to make the public
believe that the police are mindful of the safety and survival
of suspects,” he said, speaking on condition of anonymity.
The Manila commander said his officers were instructed to
shoot at “sensitive areas.” Suspects who survived were shot
again to finish them off or smothered with their own cloth-
ing, he said.

A Reuters examination of the Old Balara incident and
similar operations also suggests that the purpose of hospital
runs was to destroy evidence rather than save lives. Police
manhandled gunshot victims and showed no urgency in
getting them medical treatment, said three sets of family
members and other witnesses. Removing bodies makes it
harder to work out what really happened. “You obliterate the
crime scene - the evidence,” said Rizaldy Rivera, an agent at
the Philippines’ National Bureau of Investigation who has
investigated allegations of police brutality. Police forensic
investigators at the scene, said Rivera, must carry out their
work on what is effectively a “tampered crime scene.”

Scene of Crime Operatives, or SOCO units as police foren-
sic teams are called, process crime scenes and conduct
autopsies. Aurelio Trampe, the police general who oversees
SOCO, said police officers haven’t been removing bodies to
alter crime scenes. He said they have the discretion to disre-
gard crime-scene investigative procedures “just as long as

they could save lives.”
SOCO can still collect evidence from bodies once they

reach the hospital, but doesn’t always do so. Instead, said
SOCO forensic chief Reynaldo Calaoa, that task falls to a
police investigator assigned to the case. That investigator
often hails from the same station as the colleagues who
killed the suspect. Such practices can leave the system open
to abuse, said Raquel Del Rosario Fortun, an independent
forensic scientist and chair of the University of the
Philippines Manila pathology department. “They do the
shooting, they do the killing - and they investigate them-
selves,” she said. “Impunity, that’s what’s happening.”

Cold to the touch
Old Balara is part of Quezon City, the largest of the 17

cities and municipalities that make up Metro Manila, and the
most populous city in the Philippines. Old Balara district
chief Franza said police insisted his staff of volunteer security
guards bring drug-war casualties from operations to the
hospital - even when it was clear they were dead. Because
he has assisted the police by transporting casualties, the vic-
tims’ families have accused him and his staff of complicity in
the killings, he said.

In March, Franza decided he had had enough. Keep
responding to police calls, he told his staff, but don’t take a
body to hospital without the go-ahead from SOCO crime
scene investigators. “I decided not to take action which I
think is not proper,” said Franza. The seven victims from Old
Balara arrived at East Avenue Medical Center stacked in a
flatbed truck and another vehicle, said Jerome Paez, an
attending physician at the emergency room that night. Most
had been shot in the head and many also had multiple gun-
shots in their chests, he said. None were breathing or had a
pulse.

“All of them were cold to the touch,” said Paez, who has
dealt with 21 drug suspects pronounced dead on arrival. The
victims had been refused admission earlier at Quezon City
General Hospital’s emergency room, a 15-minute drive away,
because they were already dead, said district chief Franza.
The hospital told Reuters it had no record of receiving
patients from Old Balara that night. The Old Balara bodies
were already in the morgue of East Avenue Medical Center
by the time the mother of victim Elmer Gayoso arrived. She
asked Reuters to withhold her name, saying she feared retri-
bution from the police.

Gayoso had been shot through the head and the heart,
she said, and the headshot had destroyed his face. She said
her husband identified him by scouring his corpse for famil-
iar childhood scars. The wounds were so grave that she
didn’t believe that the police took Gayoso to the hospital to
save his life. “That was their pretense,” she said, weeping. The
killings also troubled Paez, the ER doctor. “We documented
everything, just in case in the future it is needed for investi-
gation,” he said.

Even if doctors at East Avenue Medical Center suspect a
new arrival is dead, hospital protocol requires them to try to
resuscitate the patient, said Paez. This is costly and wastes
time at a big public hospital teeming with patients. In a
recent visit by Reuters, old people wearing oxygen masks lay
unmoving on gurneys. New patients arrived every few min-
utes. Asked about the number of drug suspects arriving
dead at hospital, the acting director of the East Avenue
Medical Center, Victoria Abesamis, said: “I cannot categori-
cally say that the police are bringing these dead bodies
because they want to cover up. I think I will give them the
benefit of the doubt.”

Trained shooter
Lawrence Bello and three other doctors at East Avenue

Medical Center interviewed by Reuters also expressed
unease about handling dead-on-arrival cases from police
operations. Bello said the police would sometimes deliver
bodies that were already displaying rigor mortis, which sets
in several hours after death. East Avenue would get two or
three such bodies per month, he said. Bello has dealt with 20
cases where suspects were dead on arrival following a police
operation, according to Quezon City Police District data. One
of them, Bello said, had a single gunshot wound. The bullet
had entered below the chin and exited through the top of
the head. Bello said he found the injury “quite questionable.”

Such an injury is usually associated with victims of suicide
or execution, said Homer Venters of Physicians for Human
Rights, a group based in New York that investigates mass
atrocities. “It is very hard for that to happen when a person
isn’t fully compliant,” he said. Venters didn’t examine the
body that Bello referred to. Patel Mayuga, another ER doctor
at East Avenue Medical Center, has pronounced 10 victims
of police shootings dead on arrival, according to Quezon
City Police District data. Suspects who are dead on arrival
usually have “clean shots” in the forehead or chest, suggest-
ing the killings were intentional, said Mayuga. “If they are
shot in the chest or head, there was time for the attacker to
prepare,” he said.

Many other drug suspects brought to hospitals in
Quezon City by police were also shot in the head and heart,
often from less than a meter away, four doctors said. One
January evening, police delivered five bodies in a small jeep-
ney bus to the state-run Novaliches District Hospital in
Quezon City. The floor of the jeepney bus was puddled with
the victims’ blood and excrement, recalled Lawrence
Laguno, the ER doctor on duty. According to police, the vic-
tims had all pulled guns and opened fire on undercover offi-
cers during an anti-drug operation. They missed, and the
police returned fire. —Reuters

Police use hospitals to hide 
drug killings in Philippines

TOKYO: Embattled Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe’s conservative party
was set for a major defeat in the Tokyo
assembly election yesterday, exit polls
showed, as he struggles with a series of
setbacks and scandals that have driven
down his popularity at the national level.
Former TV anchorwoman Yuriko Koike,
who was elected the city’s governor in a
landslide last year, was expected to seize a
comfortable majority of the 127-seat Tokyo
assembly, which the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party previously controlled but
is now bracing for a historic defeat.

While the vote is local, it serves as an
important indicator of national political
sentiment. “Forces supporting Koike pro-
jected to take majority” of the chamber,
national broadcaster NHK said immedi-
ately after voting ended at 8:00 pm (1100
GMT). “The LDP set for serious defeat,” and
may reduce its seats to a historic low, NHK
said. The broadcaster projected that a
coalition under Koike would win 73 to 85
seats in the chamber. The LDP was pro-
jected to drop from 57 to less than 38
seats-the lowest number of seats the con-
servative party had held in the capital
since 2009.

Koike, who has also served as defense
and environment minister, has approval
ratings topping 60 percent and is already
been spoken of by analysts as a potential
future prime minister, as Abe battles a

cronyism scandal. The energetic 64-year-
old quit the LDP last month to lead the
newly-formed Tomin First no Kai (Tokyo
Residents First). Koike has pledged to rein
in overspending on the Tokyo 2020
Olympics and has upended political con-
vention by allowing television cameras
into what were traditionally closed-door
city government meeting. She managed to
forge an alliance with the Komeito party, a
Buddhist-backed moderate group that has
long sided with Abe in national politics.

“I am grateful that people of Tokyo
have affirmed our achievements so far,”
Koike said in televised remarks as media
began forecasting her massive win. “This is
the moment when we reinstate reason-
able, common-sense politics in Tokyo,” she
said. A total of 259 candidates ran for seats
in the male-dominated chamber that
administers the city of nearly 14 million
people. The vote came as Abe, who was
elected prime minister in late 2012, suffers
a series of setbacks and faces loud criticism
for ramming controversial and unpopular
legislation through parliament.

In the last week, his defense minister
Tomomi Inada was in hot water over
remarks she made at a local LDP rally. She
asked for voters’ support and said it was a
request from her ministry and the Self-
Defense Forces, Japan’s military. The SDF is
supposed to be politically neutral, and
Inada retracted the remark. Abe, 62, is also

under fire over allegations he showed
favoritism to a friend in a business deal. The
claims come a few months after the conser-
vative premier was forced to deny he had
connections to the controversial director of
a school which had purchased government
land at a huge discount-and counted Abe’s
wife as its honorary principal.

LDP’s Tokyo chief Hakubun Shimomura,
a national lawmaker, admitted “misspoken
words” and other mistakes cost the party
the election. “This is very tough. Beyond
what we expected,” Shimomura told NHK.
“We will reflect on this and we will make
efforts at national politics to regain trust of
the Japanese public and Tokyo public,” he
said. It provided a sharp contrast with the
last Tokyo election in 2013, when all of the
LDP’s 57 candidates won seats as Abe rode
high in the polls and pushed a plan to kick-
start Japan’s long-slumbering economy.

A recent poll by public broadcaster
NHK showed Abe’s government had a 48
percent support rating, down three per-
centage points from a month earlier. His
disapproval rating rose six percentage
points to 36 percent, the survey showed.
Many Tokyo residents have applauded her
approach to shaking up the conservative
local political establishment. “From what I
see, the Tokyo assembly (dominated by the
LDP) is seriously old fashioned and needs
to change,” said voter Yoshikazu Niwa, 67,
who voiced his support for Koike. —AFP

Tokyo votes in local elections
with national consequences
Embattled Japan PM set for a major defeat

TOKYO: Tokyo Gov Yuriko Koike waves to a crowd during her Tomin First no Kai, or Tokyoites First par-
ty’s campaign rally for Tokyo Assembly election in Tokyo. —AP

MANILA: An activist hold an anti martial law banner during a protest at Malacanang palace in Manila. —AFP

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has threat-
ened to jail critics of his use of martial law in the violence-
wracked south, days before the Supreme Court is set to
rule on its legality this week. Duterte declared military rule
across the region of Mindanao, home to about 20 million
people, in late May to quell what he said was a fast-grow-
ing threat from the Islamic State (IS) group there. The
Philippine leader has insisted he would ignore the findings
of the court, which has constitutional oversight, vowing
only to listen to recommendations from the armed forces.    

“It’s not dependent on the whim of the Supreme Court.
Should I believe them? When I see the situation is still
chaotic and you ask me to lift it? I will arrest you and put
you behind bars,” Duterte said in a speech before local offi-
cials on Saturday. “We can talk of anything else and make
compromises maybe but not when the interest of my

country is at stake.” Government forces are continuing to
battle militants occupying the city of Marawi, with aerial
bombardment and ferocious street-to-street combat that
has left some 400 people dead and forced nearly 400,000
people in the wider area to flee their homes.

Duterte has faced a backlash from opposition lawmak-
ers, who last month asked the Supreme Court to reject the
declaration of martial law, which they have slammed as
unconstitutional. The 1987 constitution imposes limits on
martial law to prevent a repeat of the abuses under dicta-
tor Ferdinand Marcos, who was deposed by a famous
“People Power” revolution the previous year. The charter
allows the Supreme Court to review the factual basis for
proclaiming martial law, which is limited to an initial period
of 60 days. If a president decides to extend martial law,
congress can review and revoke it.—AFP

Duterte threatens to 
jail martial law critics

DHAKA: Bangladesh police have
arrested three female members of
an Islamist extremist group blamed
for the deadly Dhaka cafe siege, offi-
cials said yesterday, as authorities
continue to crack down on militant
outfits a year after the attack. The
three women were arrested late
Saturday following a failed suicide
bombing after their hide-out was
raided in western Kushtia district’s
Bheramara town, 228 kilometers
from the capital Dhaka.  

Local police chief Nur Hossain

Khandker said that one of the sus-
pects wearing a suicide bomb vest
tried to blow herself up as she
rushed towards authorities after
being asked to surrender.  “She
failed and we arrested her without
any harm. Later she said she
couldn’t find the trigger, or else,
there would have been many casu-
alties,” Khandker said. 

Kushtia police chief Mehedi
Hasan said the women were mem-
bers of Jamayetul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB), a local group

blamed for the 2016 Holey bakery
attack in Dhaka’s diplomatic zone
where militants killed 22 people.
Police said one of the women, Tithi
Khatun, 30, is the wife of acting JMB
chief Ayyub Bacchu who is on the
run and allegedly visited the hide-
out frequently.  “We conducted a
clean sweep operation inside the
den and found 10 kilos of gunpow-
der, two armed (suicide) vests and a
loaded pistol,” Khandker said.  “Two
minor children were also rescued
from the hideout,” he added. —AFP

Bangladesh arrests 3 female militants
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Gulf countries have insisted the demands were non-
negotiable. The UAE ambassador to Russia has said
Qatar could face fresh sanctions if it does not comply
with the demands. Gulf states could ask their trading
partners to choose between working with them or with
Doha, he said in a newspaper interview last week. They
have not specified what further sanctions they could
impose on Doha but commercial bankers in the region
believe that Saudi, Emirati and Bahraini banks might
receive official guidance to pull deposits and interbank
loans from Qatar.

A more serious sanction would be to ban investors
from holding Qatari assets, but authorities have given
no sign of doing this. Qatar’s stock market fell sharply
yesterday as the Qatari stock index sank as much as 3.1
percent in thin trade, bringing its losses to 11.9 percent
since June 5, when Saudi and the other countries cut
diplomatic and trade ties.

UAE minister of state for foreign affairs Anwar
Gargash played down the chances of an escalation, say-
ing “the alternative is not escalation but parting ways”,
suggesting Qatar may be forced out of the six-member
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). The Western-backed
body was formed in 1981 in the wake of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution and the outbreak of the Iran-Iraq war, by
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar,
Oman and Bahrain. Speaking in Washington last week,
the Qatari foreign minister said the GCC was set up to
guard against external threats. “When the threat is com-
ing from inside the GCC, there is a suspicion about the
sustainability of the organization,” Sheikh Mohammed
told reporters. 

Qataris appeared defiant yesterday, with newspapers
decrying a “siege” and sharing on social media a cartoon
of David and Goliath to illustrate Qatar’s struggle with
its larger neighbors. A Qatari artist whose portrait of
Qatar’s emir has been draped from skyscrapers and
affixed to car windows across the capital signed t-shirts
for Qataris at a museum on Saturday. “As you see the
photo is now all over, it’s a sign of loyalty to the emir
and love for the country,” he said. 

Newspapers in the UAE rounded on Qatar yesterday,
with prominent daily The National saying in an editorial:
“Qatar’s wrong-headed behavior is depressingly pre-
dictable.” “A conclusion to the crisis... can only arrive
when Doha mends its ways and seeks to answer the
Gulf’s concerns. We doubt that day will come soon, even
though Qatar must be aware that its actions will deliver
profound consequences,” it wrote.

Saudi Arabia’s permanent representative to the
United Nations, Abdullah bin Yahiya Al-Moallemi, said
on Twitter that Qatar had failed to take opportunities
offered by its neighbors in the past to stop supporting
terrorism. “Qatar had insisted on shaking the security of
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia and interfering in the
affairs of countries in the region,” Moallemi said.

The crisis has hit travel, food imports and ratcheted
up tensions in the Gulf and sown confusion among
businesses, while pushing Qatar closer to Iran and
Turkey. But it has not hit energy exports from Qatar, the
world’s biggest exporter of liquefied natural gas and
home to the region’s biggest US military base. The rift
opened days after US President Donald Trump met Arab
leaders in Riyadh and called for unity against regional
threats such as Iran and hardline Islamist militant
groups. — Agencies 

All sides standing ground as Gulf..
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The airline also has been trying to get the ban lifted
for its direct flights to the US. It did not immediately
respond to a request for comment. Dubai International

Airport, Emirates’ home, is the world’s busiest internation-
al air travel hub. Meanwhile, long-haul carrier Qatar
Airways has been hurt amid a diplomatic dispute with
Arab nations that has seen its own routes in the region
cut off. — AP 

Abu Dhabi airport now exempt from US ban...
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“It was easy to sell them - lots of people were using
them because of unemployment and the bad situation in
Gaza,” he said in an interview monitored by prison guards.

Egyptian forces have since destroyed hundreds of cross-
border tunnels and Hamas has launched a crackdown
against dealers, but drugs have continued to flow into the
territory. In January Hamas authorities announced they had
seized as many drugs in one month as in the whole of 2016,
with a street value of around $2 million. They seized 1,250
packets of cannabis and 400,000 Tramadol pills in January
alone, the interior ministry said.

As a result of the crackdown, the price of a 10-pill pack of
Tramadol is said to have doubled in two years to $120. In a
territory where more than two-thirds of the population rely
on humanitarian aid, it is often the inability to pay that
forces people to seek rehabilitation, said Sami Aweida from
the Gaza Community Mental Health Program. Gaza has no
center dedicated to treating drug addicts, making reliable
figures on abuse all but impossible to obtain. Addicts who
want to get clean often avoid specialists, Aweida said.
“People prefer to do it discreetly through a liberal doctor.”
Umm Mazen did convince her husband to seek treatment,
but mainly for economic reasons. “He could not afford
(Tramadol) because of the high prices,” she said. — AFP 

Stigma keeping drug addicts quiet in Gaza 

Continued from Page 1

Some Filipinos found it difficult to
accept the unanimous decision after
they felt Pacquiao had dominated the
fight. “It ’s a hometown decision,”
Jamael Panggaga, a Marawi resident
displaced by six weeks of fighting,
told Reuters. “It’s very clear, Horn’s face
was battered, Manny only was blood-
ied because of head butts, how can he
lose?” said Sergeant Badrodin Andak,
who was among troops guarding the
provincial capital. “It’s a sad day for the
Philippines,” Divinagracia Matutina
said in a Facebook post. “I was devas-
tated, never expected Manny to lose.”
The unanimous decision was consid-
ered controversial in the Philippines
because many believed Horn was a
dirty fighter, who often used his head
to injure Pacquiao. 

Pacquiao, a staunch ally of
President Rodrigo Duterte, received
praise from the presidential palace.
“Nothing will change: Senator Manny
Pacquiao will remain our people’s
champ, national fist, and treasure,”
said Duterte’s spokesman Ernesto
Abella. Pacquiao’s rags-to-riches sto-
ry, from high school dropout to mil-
lionaire world boxing champion in an
unprecedented eight weight divi-
sions, is a huge source of pride in the
Philippines. In keeping with tradition,
many Filipinos watched Pacquiao’s

fight, which took place around mid-
day yesterday in the Philippines time
zone, in public places, including in
restaurants and watering holes.

However crowds have gradually
become thinner as Pacquiao hits the
twilight of a glittering career.
Pacquiao, who briefly retired last year
before making a successful comeback
against Jessie Vargas in November,
had been expected to knock out Horn

in a “short and sweet” fight, according
to his trainer. “I don’t think he lost. He
was cheated! He still  came out a
strong fighter,” construction worker
Rudy Merano, 30, told AFP in a public
square of Manila’s Marikina suburb.
“But I think Pacquiao should retire and
just focus on being senator.” Boxing
analysts said Pacquiao should think
hard about a possible rematch with
Horn. — Agencies 

Pacquiao loss stuns war-weary Filipinos 
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“Inflation over the next two months may rise to 34-36
percent but the rate of inflation in the last two months of
this year will be less than the same period last year when
the pound was floated,” she said.

The pound has depreciated sharply from 8.8 per dollar
to 18 - following its flotation, which came after the
International Monetary Fund agreed a $12 billion loan dis-
bursed over three years. The move, in a country that relies
on imports, drove inflation to a record high in April. “The
exchange rate is key to price fluctuations in a country
where food and medicine make up more than 40 percent
of imports,” said Adly.

The government has announced a raft of measures to
protect low income Egyptians, saying it boosted social
spending to 75 billion pounds ($4.1 billion). About 28 per-
cent of Egypt’s 90 million people are poor, according to
official figures from 2015. But government social spend-
ing will cover only between 40 percent and 50 percent of
the recent price hikes, said Sweify. “The government dou-
bled social spending, but prices have tripled,” she said.

With the latest fuel increases that affect transport costs,
the prices of vegetables and fruits may rise by between 20

and 25 percent, said Omar El-Shenety, the founder of
Multiples Group, an investment firm. Prime Minister Sharif
Ismail said the fuel subsidies were straining government
financing. The projection for next year at the same levels
“is 150 billion pounds. This is a big number that neither
the oil sector nor the budget can handle,” he said at a
press conference.

But despite widespread consternation among
Egyptians, it is unlikely that the soaring cost of living will
lead to unrest, Shenety said. “The government’s convic-
tion that there will not be a backlash by people allowed it
to make these reforms forcibly,” he said. Economic griev-
ances had fuelled the 2011 uprising that overthrew veter-
an strongman Hosni Mubarak, ushering in years of unrest
that decimated tourism and investment.

Many Egyptians now are weary of further unrest,
while the government shows little tolerance for dis-
sent, having jailed thousands of Islamists and secular
dissidents over the past few years. President Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi, the former army chief who toppled his
Islamist predecessor Mohamed Morsi in 2013, has said
the country has no choice but to undertake the tough
economic reforms his predecessors had put off, fearing
unrest.— AFP 

Egypt fuel hike fans inflation fears

MARAWI, Philippines: Displaced residents and soldiers watch the World
Boxing Organization welterweight boxing match between Manny
Pacquiao of the Philippines and challenger Jeff Horn of Australia at the
Lanao Del Sur Capitol in this city on the southern Philippine island of
Mindanao yesterday. — AFP 
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More than 40 years after Turkish troops
invaded northern Cyprus, the presence
of tens of thousands of soldiers on the

Mediterranean island still looms large over
make-or-break peace negotiations. Ankara
maintains more than 35,000 troops in Cyprus,
and analysts say that their fate will determine
whether UN-mediated attempts to reunite
Greek- and Turkish-Cypriot communities are
successful. “The security issue is so important
because it’s linked to historic traumas,” Hubert
Faustmann, a political science professor at the
University of Nicosia, told AFP.

The 1974 invasion of Cyprus, in response to
an Athens-inspired putsch seeking union with
Greece, was one of the bloodiest episodes in
post-war Europe. It left hundreds dead and
forced tens of thousands from their homes.
More than 1,200 civi l ians are sti l l  missing
today. Faustmann said that the Turkish soldiers
- plus around 1,000 Greek troops - on Cyprus
today offer some comfort to the two communi-
t ies.  “ The Turk ish- Cypriots  feel  they were
deprived of their political rights in a violent
attack from the Greek-Cypriots. The Greek-
Cypriots were attacked by Turk ish troops.
(Both) need a safeguard against a repetition,”
he said. “It’s a classic security dilemma.” 

It is one that has scuppered previous peace
drives and the issue tops the billing at UN-bro-
kered negotiations this week in the Swiss
resort of Crans-Montana. A diplomatic source
told AFP before the talks kicked off Wednesday
that Turkey was willing to slash its troop pres-
ence by 80 percent in order to reach a deal.
Foreign ministr y  spokesman Huseyin
Muftuoglu however denied this, insisting that
“the information according to which our coun-
try will withdraw troops from the island as part
of  a  four  stage plan and the percentages
evoked are false.”

But for Harry Tzimitras, director of the PRIO
Cyprus Centre think tank, the actual number of
troops that may end up leaving Cyprus was not
a defining issue. “It’s a matter of principle” for
some Greek Cypriots, Tzimitras said. “If there’s a
reduction of 10 percent or 90 percent, there is
still a presence of an invading power as they
see it.”

Solve security, solve Cyprus 
Complicating matters are Cyprus’ so-called

guarantor powers - Greece, Turkey and Britain -
who retain the right to intervene militarily and
therefore must assent to any security resolu-
tion. Tzimitras said the Turkish troops contro-
versy mattered “not only because of the physi-
cal presence of armies on the island but also
because it’s the one area where the interna-
tional community comes in.” Britain, which still
operates two military base areas in Cyprus, has
indicated willingness to cede some territory in
order to expedite a deal. 

Other areas of dispute - including the poten-
tial resettlement of and compensation for the
thousands of families who fled their homes in
1974 - are also intrinsically linked to security. As
UN envoy Espen Bar th Eide put it  as talks
opened Wednesday: “Nothing is agreed until
everything is agreed.” The United Nations cur-
rently has around 950 peacekeepers monitor-
ing a de facto ceasefire on the island, and could
choose to wield the stick of paring back its per-
sonnel should the Crans-Montana talks fail. 

“After decades of pouring resources into the
Cyprus problem, the UN may signal that it
wants to reduce its presence on the island and
its meditation effor ts,  in par t to push the
Cypriot communities to take more initiative
themselves,” said James Sawyer, a Turkey and
Cyprus researcher at the Eurasia Group. Any
deal reached in the Swiss Alps would need to
be put to twin referendums among Greek- and
Turkish-Cypriot communities, and if a solution
to the security question can be found, analysts
bel ieve ef for ts  to  end one of  the world ’s
longest-running conflicts might finally bear
fruit .  “A deal  on security would mean the
beginning of  the f inal  give  and take,”
Faustmann said. “If you have a deal on security
you likely get a solution to the Cyprus prob-
lem. If you don’t the talks will fail.” —AFP

Washington Watch

Security riddle holds 
answer to 40-year 

Cyprus conundrum

‘Schoolmaster’ Xi leaves Hong Kong smarting

Alandmark visit by Chinese President Xi Jinping to
Hong Kong left little doubt that Beijing views the
city as a destabilizing hotbed of unacceptable politi-

cal dissent that must prove its loyalty, analysts said yester-
day. His three-day trip to celebrate 20 years since Hong
Kong was handed back to China by Britain, culmi-
nated Saturday in a 30-minute speech
warning that any challenge to Beijing’s
control over the city crossed a “red
line”. That was seen as a salvo
against a new wave of activists
calling for self-determination or
independence for semi-
autonomous Hong Kong, con-
cepts intolerable to Beijing.

Throughout the televised
address, Xi played up Hong
Kong’s role in upholding China’s
national security and sover-
eignty, casting it as a potential
breeding ground for instability
that must be reined in. I t
comes after major political tur-
bulence in recent years which
saw mass rallies calling for demo-
cratic reform bring parts of the
city to a standstill for months in
2014. 

Since then, a “localist” movement
has emerged promoting Hong Kong’s
own separate identity as fewer
young people see themselves as
“Chinese”.  Some in that camp want a
complete split from the mainland.
The address laid out a “very strong
warning” against dissenters, said Jean-
Pierre Cabestan, a political science pro-
fessor at Hong Kong Baptist University.

“Xi’s acting as a schoolmaster, warning there will be conse-
quences if they misbehave,” he added. 

Xi also called on authorities to “enhance” education to
raise awareness of China’s national history and culture,
alluding to the need to bring young people back into the

fold. By putting national security and education front
and center, Xi is pushing Hong Kong’s new

Beijing-friendly leader Carrie Lam to revisit two
potentially explosive catalysts for social and
political unrest. 

The last attempt to implement a com-
pulsory patriotic curriculum was shelved

in 2012 after huge rallies by parents,
teachers and students who feared it

was Beijing brainwashing. Those
protests were led by a then 15-year-old
Joshua Wong, now an internationally
known pro-democracy campaigner. A
proposed anti-subversion national
security law also triggered massive
demonstrations in 2003 over concerns
it would lead to suppression of rights
and freedoms. I t has never been
implemented. “If Carrie Lam does what

Xi Jinping said, which is to relaunch the
national education campaign and to
draft a national security law, she’s going

to antagonize a lot of Hong Kong peo-
ple,” said Cabestan. 

Deepening divisions 
Xi appeared relaxed, almost disinterested at

times, during a visit which included presiding over
Hong Kong’s biggest military parade since the 1997

handover. But his demeanor did not reflect an
absence of purpose. The South China

Morning Post described his strategy as
“speak softly but carry a big stick”, a

proverb made famous by United States President Theodore
Roosevelt to describe his approach to foreign policy. 

Xi avowed his commitment to Hong Kong’s semi-
autonomous status as concerns deepen that China is
increasingly interfering in the city’s affairs. Yet Beijing’s for-
eign ministry on Friday declared the document signed by
Britain and China which initiated the handover was “no
longer relevant”. The Sino-British Joint Declaration gave
Hong Kong rights unseen on the mainland through a “one
country, two systems” agreement, lasting 50 years.

Xi said there must be a better understanding and imple-
mentation of the semi-autonomous set-up, which he
likened to a tree with deep roots. Its raison d’etre was to
“uphold national unity”, he said. “The message is quite clear
that one country towers over two systems,” said Willy Lam, a
politics expert at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. “He’s
asking Hong Kong people to obey instructions because the
sovereign power overrides everything,” Lam added.

Xi’s visit laid bare again the divisions in Hong Kong
society between those who are pro-China and those
who fear its  t ightening grip.  There were sporadic
protests and arrests during an unprecedented security
lockdown as well as confrontations between democracy
activists and pro-Beijing protesters - accused by oppo-
nents of being hired thugs. Flag-waving fans filled pub-
lic squares near where Xi was staying for three days of
music, dance and celebrations.

Those who welcomed the visit said the stark warnings Xi
issued were to be expected. “There’s definitely a bottom line
for every country,” said legislator Felix Chung, head of the
pro-establishment Liberal Party. “I think Hong Kong people
thought the visit was very positive.” Others painted a differ-
ent picture. Pro-democracy lawmaker Claudia Mo said the
lavish official celebrations reminded her of North Korea or
the Cultural Revolution - a time of mass political purges in
China. “He wanted to instill fear and respect, or respect out
of fear, from Hong Kong people,” Mo told AFP. “But instead I
think a larger portion felt resentment.” — AFP 

Orban courts far-right voters ahead of vote
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor

Orban long proclaimed zero toler-
ance of anti-Semitism but has more

recently risked angering Israel and Jewish
people with remarks apparently courting
radical right-wing voters ahead of 2018
elections. Orban’s language, embracing
notions of “ethnic homogeneity”, appears
fashioned to occupy territory on the far
right abandoned by the radical nationalist
opposition party Jobbik, which has moder-
ated its message, analysts and critics said.

Orban has locked horns with European
Union partners over respect for liberal
democratic conventions and reluctance to
take in refugees. In a speech last week
Orban recalled the rule of interwar
Governor Miklos Horthy, a divisive figure
who led the country for 24 years until 1944,
signing several landmark laws against Jews
and eventually surrendering more than
500,000 to the Nazi Holocaust. “That history
did not bury us (after World War One) is
down to a few exceptional statesmen (like)
Governor Miklos Horthy,” he said. “That fact
cannot be negated by Hungary’s mournful
role in World War Two.”

The Federation of Jewish Communities
in Hungary and the World Jewish Congress
said in a joint statement they were “con-
cerned” about the tone of such electioneer-
ing. Israel’s ambassador to Budapest
requested a clarification of Orban’s words,
which Jerusalem found “troubling”. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is due to pay
a visit to Budapest in mid-July, the first by a
sitting Israeli prime minister. Some analysts
said Orban’s new hardened tone signalled a
change in his politics and could define his
upcoming election campaign as he seeks
reelection for a third consecutive term.
Orban’s Fidesz is a runaway favorite to win
the 2018 elections, commanding about a
third of the electorate with Jobbik and the

Socialists at about 10 percent each. Jobbik
received about a million votes in 2014, but
risks big chunks of that electorate with its
new, more moderate line. “Jobbik’s move
towards the center has upended the power
base in the center and created a vacuum
on the far right,” Zoltan Novak, analyst at
the Centre for Fair Political Analysis said.

Harder Line Finds Followers
One indicator of that move is Orban’s

harder line on immigration. Hundreds of
thousands of migrants have entered
Hungary via its southern frontier since
2015, though most have moved on west-
ward to more prosperous parts of the EU.
Budapest has erected a border fence along
its southern frontier. “It is very important to
preserve our ethnic homogeneity,” Orban
told a business forum on Feb 28, repeating
the phrase several times.

Political Capital analyst Peter Kreko sees
Fidesz and Jobbik actually trading places,
with Orban now on the far right. “For Orban
to speak about ‘ethnic homogeneity’ in east-
ern Europe, less than 75 years after the
Holocaust or 25 years after the Balkan wars,
is a complete disregard of civilized norms,”
Kreko told Reuters. This week he used a
national tour rallying against European
Union plans for migrant resettlement quotas
to criticize Muslim migrants. “They don’t
respect our culture,” he said. “They seek space
for their own (culture), then suppress ours,
then replace it. This is a matter of identity.”

Orban’s “ethnic homogeneity” idea has
struck a nerve with a new militant right-
wing political alliance, which will launch
at a rally next week and may also enter
the 2018 election race. “Within decades
the continent can implode demographi-
cally,” alliance leader Balazs Laszlo told
the pro-Orban daily Magyar Idok. “Our
ethnic homogeneity can come wholly

undone... We recognize differences and
defend our own race.”

A leader of the movement, Mihaly
Orosz denied any cooperation with Fidesz.
“If they sense they can use our movement
politically they might try but there is no
intentional collusion on our part,” he said,
adding their goal was to pass the 5 percent
vote threshold to get into Parliament in

2018. Kreko, the analyst, says the parallels
clearly indicate a strategic squeeze: har-
vesting voters left behind by Jobbik from
both the center of the political spectrum
and the extreme right. Fidesz also denied
any cooperation. “Fidesz rejects all kinds of
anti-Semitism, and does not cooperate
with these politicians,” the party said in an
emailed statement. — Reuters 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban arrives for a memorial service for late former
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on July 1, 2017 at the cathedral in Speyer. —AFP 
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LONDON: British number one Johanna Konta has declared herself fit for
Wimbledon after recovering from a spine injury. Konta withdrew from
her Eastbourne semi-final against Karolina Pliskova on Friday due to a
thoracic spine problem sustained in a nasty fall in her previous match.
The 26-year-old needed lengthy treatment and was in tears on court
after the tumble in her win over world number one Angelique Kerber.
That sparked fears she might be ruled out of Wimbledon, where as sixth

seed she is among the potential title contenders. But like
Andy Murray earlier in the day, she vowed to ignore the
injury problem and play at her home Grand Slam, where
she faces a Monday opener against Taiwan’s Hsieh Su-Wei.
“I’m definitely recovering really well. I’m taking it a day at a
time. I practised today. I felt good,” Konta told reporters at

Wimbledon on Sunday. “I’m definitely looking forward
to playing my first round. Like Andy, I’d like to think

that I’m fit enough to play seven matches, but I’m
going to be taking it one at a time.” — AFP

LONDON: Wimbledon champion Andy Murray has confirmed his wife
Kim is pregnant with the couple’s second child. Murray, who married
Kim in 2015, became a father for the first time in February 2016 when
his wife gave birth to their daughter Sophia. “We’re both obviously very
happy and looking forward to it,” Murray told reporters at Wimbledon
yesterday. News of the latest member of the Murray clan
came just 24 hours before the world number one starts
his Wimbledon campaign against Kazakhstan’s
Alexander Bublik on Centre Court. Murray said knowing
he is due to become a father again wouldn’t provide
extra inspiration as he chases a third Wimbledon title
and fourth Grand Slam crown. “No, I wouldn’t have
thought so,” he said. Murray wouldn’t be drawn on
when the baby is due to be born, but he said Kim
would be supporting him at Wimbledon over
the next fortnight. “She’ll  be coming to
Wimbledon. —AFP

WELLINGTON: British and Irish Lions flanker Sean O’Brien avoided a
ban yesterday for an alleged strike during the second Test against
New Zealand, meaning he is free to play next week’s decisive third
game.  In a major boost for the Lions, a judicial panel cleared O’Brien
over the alleged strike on Waisake Naholo, which the citing commis-
sioner Scott Nowland had said “met the threshold for a red card”.
“Having conducted a detailed review of all the evidence available...
(the panel) dismissed the citing complaint,” a statement said.  The
decision comes after the panel issued a four-week ban for Sonny Bill
Williams, who became the first All Black to be sent off on home soil
during Saturday’s 24-21 Lions victory. Williams, who was the first All
Black to be sent off in a test for 50 years, is expected to miss the decid-
ing third test at Auckland on Saturday. O’Brien will be a key man as
the Lions bid to win their first series in New Zealand since 1971, as
shown when he completed a brilliant running try in the tourists’ first-
Test defeat in Auckland. —AFP

O’Brien escapes ban 
ahead of final Test
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DUSSELDORF: Germany’s Marcel Kittel celebrates his green jersey of best sprinter on the podium at the end of the 203.5 km second stage of the
104th edition of the Tour de France cycling race yesterday between Dusseldorf, Germany and Liege, Belgium.  — AFP 

Germany’s Kittel wins 
10th Tour de France stage

LIEGE: Germany’s Marcel Kittel met expecta-
tions and won the second stage of the Tour de
France with a commanding sprint finish yester-
day while three-time champion Chris Froome
didn’t lose any time despite falling to the pave-
ment amid a mass crash on a wet corner.

Froome’s Sky teammate Geraint Thomas held
on to the leader’s yellow jersey. Froome was near
the front of the peloton when a Katusha rider
ahead of him lost control coming around a sharp
turn with about 30 kilometers (20 miles) to go.
The domino reaction also took down last year’s
runner-up, Romain Bardet.

Froome’s shorts and several layers of skin
were torn and he had to change bikes as three
teammates paced him back to the peloton.

“Obviously it was a stressful day in the rain
and with that tumble,” Thomas said. “We all knew
(Froome) was OK. It was just a matter of getting
him back on.”

Having won the opening time trial Saturday,
Thomas remained five seconds ahead of Swiss
rider Stefan Kueng in the overall standings.

With a 10-second bonus, Kittel moved up to
third overall,  six seconds behind Thomas.
Froome is sixth, 12 seconds behind. “It was
stressful. You kind of forget what the Tour is like,”
Thomas said. “The weather didn’t help things at
all.” For the race’s first full road stage following
Saturday’s opening time trial, Kittel clocked
slightly more than 4 1/2 hours over the mostly
flat 203.5-kilometer (126-mile) leg from
Duesseldorf, Germany to Liege.

It was Kittel’s 10th career Tour stage win. As
he often does after big wins, Kittel dropped to
the ground and started crying after he crossed
the line. “I’m super happy, super proud,” Kittel
said, dedicating the victory to the German fans
who showed up at the start of the stage. “It was
a very special win for me.”

Arnaud Demare of France finished second,
Andre Greipel of Germany crossed third and
Mark Cavendish of Britain was fourth.

Cavendish has been the dominant sprinter of
his generation but did not have ideal prepara-
tion for the Tour after coming down with
mononucleosis caused by the Epstein-Barr virus
in April. That makes Kittel, who now has 10 wins
this season, the man to be beat. It was also an
important win for Kittel’s Quick-Step team,
which is based in Belgium.

The route started with a short circuit, return-
ing to Duesseldorf after passing through the
Neander Valley. The peloton then veered south-
west through Moenchengladbach and the bor-
der city of Aachen before crossing into Belgium’s
French-speaking Wallonia region.

With a history of battles and rebellions, Liege
is nicknamed “la cite ardente” - the city of fire. An
early four-man breakaway consisting of Thomas
Boudat, Taylor Phinney, Yoann Offredo and
Laurent Pichon - all Tour rookies - quickly gained
more than a three-minute lead Phinney, an
American with Cannondale, and Offredo, a
Frenchman with Wanty, were caught by the
main pack with exactly one kilometer to go.

The race lost Alejandro Valverde, who fin-
ished third in 2015, to a crash on a rain-slickened

bend Saturday. Valverde’s Movistar team said he
had successful surgery overnight for a broken
left kneecap and an injured shinbone.

Also abandoning was Australian rider Luke
Durbridge, who injured his ankle in the opening-
day time trial.

The Tour remains in Belgium for the start of

Stage 3 on Monday, a 212.5-kilometer (132-mile)
leg from Verviers to Longwy, France, that passes
through Luxembourg. The rolling leg features
three fourth-category climbs and two third-cate-
gory climbs, including one at the finish. It should
set up well for punchy riders like Verviers native
Philippe Gilbert. — AP

LIEGE:  Chris Froome and his Sky team were
under attack again on the opening weekend
of the Tour de France, but not on the road.

Having previously been accused of doping
and using a motorised bicycle by detractors
unwilling to believe his dominant performanc-
es could have been achieved through fair
means, Froome is now under fire for allegedly
using banned substances in his jersey.

According to a French professor specialis-
ing in sports performance, and working for
rival team FDJ, Froome and his Sky colleagues
gained 18 to 25 seconds in Saturday’s time-tri-
al through their choice of jersey. The top in
question has little Vortex air pellets woven
into the fabric to give an aerodynamic boost
to the rider, which Frederic Grappe claims
offers a five percent boost in performance but
is illegal. “The rule is very clear. Any aerody-
namic addition to the jersey is banned. Sky
have clearly infringed,” Grappe told journalists.
However, Sky’s sports director Nicolas Portal
insisted his team had done nothing wrong.

“Everything is legal and the equipment was
validated by the race commission,” he said.

“We wouldn’t have taken the risk of losing
the Tour from the first stage by cheating. We
haven’t cheated. “Other teams use this materi-
al but we’re the ones being attacked.

“We’re not infringing the rules because the
Vortex isn’t added to the jersey, it’s part of it-
that’s different.” Sky had four riders finish in
the top eight of Saturday’s time-trial, including
Froome, who was sixth, and Geraint Thomas,
the surprise stage winner.

Sky are no strangers to controversy sur-
rounding their innovations. Two years ago
they faced scrutiny for bringing a camper van
to the Giro d’Italia for their then rider Richie
Porte to get a better night’s sleep.

However, organisers put a stop to that
immediately. They were also the first to sys-
tematically use stationary bikes to help their
riders warm up for races and warm down
afterwards, something which is now done by
all teams. — AFP

Chris Froome under fire 
over ‘cheating’ jersey

DUSSELDORF: Britain’s Chris Froome, his pants torn after crashing, right, follows team-
mates to catch up with the pack during the second stage of the Tour de France cycling race
over 203.5 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Dusseldorf, Germany, and finish in Liege,
Belgium, yesterday. — AP

DUSSELDORF: Geraint Thomas admitted
he won’t know where to ride in the peloton
yesterday as he wears the coveted Tour de
France yellow jersey for the first time. 

The 31-year-old Briton was a surprise
winner of Saturday’s first stage time-trial in
Dusseldorf and will look to hold onto yel-
low during Sunday’s 203.5km second stage
that finishes in Liege, Belgium.  But Thomas
said he wasn’t sure where to position him-
self along the route now that he is in yel-
low.  The Welshman’s role at this Tour is to
help protect Sky team leader and reigning
champion Chris Froome, which means he
would usually have the three-time Tour
winner sitting on his back wheel.  Yet, as
the yellow jersey wearer, it would normally
be up to his team to protect him.

“I’m just going to enjoy tomorrow
(Sunday) and any extra day in the jersey,”
said Thomas after his victory on Saturday.
“It’s a massive bonus but it doesn’t change
the goal, which is to ride for Froomey. I’m
just going to enjoy it.” 

He added: “I don’t know where I’ll ride-
it’s just crazy, an amazing feeling!”  Sunday’s
stage is almost entirely flat despite passing
through the Ardennes region of Belgium
known for its hills. 

Tour organisers ASO said they had delib-
erately avoided the hills to give sprinters

the chance “to come to the fore”.  It means
that the day’s breakaway will likely be
doomed from the moment the riders get
away as the sprinters’ teams try to set up a
bunch finish where they can manoeuvre
their fast men into the ideal position to
strike.  The likes of German powerhouse
Marcel Kittel and British speedster Mark
Cavendish, who sits second on the all-time
list of Tour stage wins, should be in the mix. 

Kittel and world champion Peter Sagan
may also have designs on claiming the yel-
low jersey. They finished 16 and 25 seconds
respectively off Thomas’s time on Saturday,
and with time bonuses on the line for the
top three finishers on every stage, either
could conceivably wrench the yellow jersey
from Thomas before Wednesday’s fifth
stage and the first mountain summit finish
where the overall contenders should take
over at the top of the standings.  Kittel was
certainly feeling bullish, saying on Twitter:
“Now it’s our turn!”

Yesterday’s stage should feature a fast
and frantic start with many riders battling
to get into the breakaway, particularly with
the first king of the mountains points avail-
able just six kilometres into the stage,
meaning the polkadot jersey will  be
claimed by the first rider to crest that short,
1.4km long Grafenberg climb. —AFP

First place confusing 
for yellow-clad Thomas

DUSSELDORF: Great Britain’s Geraint Thomas celebrates his overall leader yellow jer-
sey on the podium at the end of the 203.5 km second stage of the 104th edition of
the Tour de France cycling race yesterday between Dusseldorf, Germany and Liege,
Belgium. — AFP

Dressel takes third US 
title with 50 free win

CHICAGO: Caeleb Dressel captured his
third title of the US Swim Championships
by winning the 50-meter freestyle Saturday
in the final race of the World
Championships qualifying meet.

Dressel, who earlier captured the 50 and
100 butterfly titles, won the 50 free in 21.53
seconds, beating Nathan Adrian by .34 of a
second. He will also swim in the worlds July
14-30 at Budapest in the 100 free after a
runner-up effort in that event. “It feels
good,” Dressel said. “I just have to work on
my last 25 meters in the next few weeks. If
your focus is set on one race at a time, all of
your energy is going to go into that one
race-that’s what really helps me.”

Five-time Olympic champion Katie
Ledecky withdrew from the 1,500 freestyle
Saturday after winning the women’s 200,

400 and 800 free titles. Because Ledecky is
already on the team, she can be named to
join US champion Leah Smith, who won in
16:01.02, in the event at worlds.

Since Ledecky set the world record of
15:25.48 at the 2015 worlds in Russia, it
would be a stunner if she weren’t chosen
for the spot.

In Saturday’s other men’s races, Clark
Smith won the men’s 800 free in 7:50.43,
edging Zane Grothe by .54 of a second, and
Chase Kalisz won the 200 individual med-
ley in 1:56.51, the fastest time in the world
this year.

On the women’s side, Simone Manuel
won her fourth career national title and
third in the 50 freestyle in 24.27 while the
200 individual medley went to Melanie
Margalis in 2:09.57. — AFP

INDIANAPOLIS: Caeleb Dressel celebrates after winning the Men’s 50 LC Meter
Freestyle Final during the 2017 Phillips 66 National Championships & World
Championship Trials at Indiana University Natatorium on Saturday in Indianapolis,
Indiana. — AFP
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TORONTO: Chris Sale pitched seven
shutout innings to win his third straight
decision, Xander Bogaerts had three RBIs
and the Boston Red Sox beat the Toronto
Blue Jays 7-1 on Saturday. Sale (11-3) struck
out 11, boosting his major league-leading
total to 166. He’s 2-0 with 24 strikeouts in 15
scoreless innings against the Blue Jays this
season. Blaine Boyer pitched the eighth and
Robby Scott gave up Steve Pearce’s solo
home run in the ninth. Jackie Bradley Jr. hit
a two-out, two run double in the first and
Dustin Pedroia did the same in the second.
Bogaerts had a sacrifice fly in the fifth and
added a two-run single off Lucas Harrell in
the ninth. Mookie Betts walked three times
and scored three runs for the AL East-lead-
ing Red Sox, who have won five of six.
Hanley Ramirez had three hits. Blue Jays
left-hander Francisco Liriano (4-4) allowed
five runs in six innings.

DODGERS 8, PADRES 0
Chris Taylor hit a grand slam, Corey

Seager and Justin Turner had consecutive
homers and Rich Hill tied his career high
with 11 strikeouts in Los Angeles’ victory
against San Diego. Bench coach Bob Geren
managed the Dodgers in place of Dave
Roberts, suspended one game by Major
League Baseball for his role in an altercation
with Padres manager Andy Green the night
before. Roberts was also fined, as were
Green and Dodgers pitcher Alex Wood.
Taylor’s slam came off Craig Stammen in the
seventh inning. It was his third of the season
and the fourth of his career. The Dodgers
had 14 hits, and even Hill (5-4) got his share
with two singles for his first career multi-hit
game. Among them was a run-scoring base
hit in the fourth. Logan Forsythe had four
hits, including an RBI infield single in the
first. Seager added three hits. The Dodgers
have outscored the Padres 63-18 in eight
games this season. Hill threw seven innings
of four-hit ball while walking only one.
Padres starter Dillon Overton (0-1) allowed
four runs and nine hits in 4 2/3 innings.

TIGERS 7, INDIANS 4, 1ST GAME
INDIANS 4, TIGERS 1, 2ND GAME

Jose Ramirez hit a two-run homer to cap
a four-run sixth inning, and Carlos Carrasco
pitched Cleveland to a doubleheader split
against Detroit. The Tigers won the opener

and led 1-0 in the second game before the
Indians broke through against Jordan
Zimmermann (5-6).  The right-hander
allowed one hit through five innings, but
didn’t make it through the sixth. Carrasco
(9-3) yielded four hits in seven innings. He
struck out seven and walked one. Andrew
Miller worked a perfect ninth for his second
save, aided by a spectacular catch from
Bradley Zimmer. In the opener, Nicholas
Castellanos hit a tiebreaking triple in the
seventh off Bryan Shaw (2-3).  J.D. Martinez
and Miguel Cabrera hit back-to-back
homers for the Tigers. Shane Greene (2-2)
got the win, and Justin Wilson earned his
eighth save.

METS 7, PHILLIES 6
Asdrubal Cabrera hit the winning homer

as part of a four-run rally in the seventh
inning that carried New York past
Philadelphia. The resurgent Mets overcame
three errors and a short start by Zack
Wheeler in his return from the disabled list
to win their fourth straight. They’ve won
seven of eight since getting swept in four
games at Dodger Stadium. Phillies starter
Jeremy Hellickson left with a 6-4 lead in the
seventh after giving up seven hits, including
solo homers by Lucas Duda and T.J. Rivera.
Pinch-hitter Wilmer Flores stroked an RBI
single and Cabrera connected off Pat
Neshek (2-2), who began the day with a 0.57
ERA. He had not permitted a run since May
14, making 19 straight scoreless appear-
ances. After a 57-minute rain delay in the
top of the eighth, Addison Reed came on
and got four outs for his 14th save. Reed
worked around a leadoff double by Aaron
Altherr in the ninth that nearly cleared the
right-field wall. Fernando Salas (1-2) got the
win despite allowing a three-run homer to
Tommy Joseph that gave Philadelphia a 6-3
lead in the seventh.

RANGERS 10, WHITE SOX 4
Cole Hamels overcame a shaky start to

win for the first time since April, and Texas
hit three home runs. Hamels (3-0) allowed
two runs and two hits while striking out six
in 6 2/3 innings for his first win since April
26. He retired 19 straight batters after giving
up a double and a homer and hitting a bat-
ter with a pitch in the first inning of his sec-
ond start since returning from a strained

right oblique. Elvis Andrus, Mike Napoli and
Rougned Odor homered for the Rangers,
who snapped a three-game losing streak.
White Sox starter Derek Holland (5-8) didn’t
fare as well in his first game against his for-
mer team. Holland, who spent his first eight
seasons with the Rangers and was on their
2010 and 2011 AL championship squads,
allowed five runs in 5 1/3 innings. He is 1-5
in his last seven starts.

ROYALS 11, TWINS 6, 1ST GAME
TWINS 10, ROYALS 5, 2ND GAME

Miguel Sano belted a three-run homer,
Felix Jorge pitched five-plus solid innings to
win his major league debut and Minnesota
beat Kansas City to split their doubleheader.
Brandon Moss, Alcides Escobar and Alex
Gordon, the Royals’ 7-8-9 hitters, went a
combined 6 for 12 with three home runs,
seven RBIs and six runs as the Royals rallied
from a four-run deficit to win the opener.
Sano has five home runs and 24 RBIs in 11
games against the Royals this season. He
went deep in both games. Eddie Rosario
went 5 for 5 and scored three runs in the
nightcap. Jorge (1-0) was charged with
three runs and seven hits. Kansas City
starter Jason Hammel (4-7) gave up seven
runs and nine hits in 5 1/3 innings. Eric
Hosmer hit a two-run homer. In the opener,
Mike Moustakas hit his 22nd home run,
tying his season high and matching
Jermaine Dye in 2000 for the club record
before the All-Star game. Moustakas bats
sixth and for the first time in Royals history,
their 6-7-8-9 batters all homered in the
same game. Alex Gordon had a three-run
shot. Alcides Escobar and Brandon Moss,
with an estimated 474-foot drive to
straightaway center, also homered for
Kansas City. Moss had three hits. Salvador
Perez hit a two-out, two-run single in a
three-run seventh to snap a 6-all tie against
Tyler Duffy (0-2). Mike Minor (4-1), the
fourth of six Kansas City pitchers, struck out
four in two innings.

REDS 5, CUBS 3
Jackson Stephens lasted five innings in

his major league debut and drove in the go-
ahead runs with a bases-loaded single to
lead Cincinnati. The Cubs’ fourth loss in five
games dropped them to 40-41, well off their
pace from a year ago (51-30) when they
were on their way to an NL Central title and
a World Series championship. Stephens (1-
0) gave up a solo homer by Jon Jay and a
two-run shot by Willson Contreras.  He was
called up to help the Reds fill an opening in
the rotation created by Brandon Finnegan’s
arm injury. With two outs and the bases
loaded in the fourth, Stephens singled up
the middle off Eddie Butler (4-3) for two
runs and a 4-3 lead, smacking his hands
together as he reached base with his first
major league hit. He gave up six hits and
struck out eight in five innings.

BREWERS 8 MARLINS 4
Domingo Santana hit a two-run homer

off Giancarlo Stanton’s glove, sparking a
seven-run second inning that lifted
Milwaukee past Miami. Santana tied it with
a home run to right off Tom Koehler (1-3),
who walked Travis Shaw to start the second.
Stanton jumped and got the tip of his mitt
on the ball, but it bounced off and fell into
the seats. Stanton put his hands on his head

as Santana circled the bases. Shaw had a
two-run single later in the inning. Brewers
starter Zach Davies drove in a run on a field-
er’s choice, Stephen Vogt drew a bases-load
walk and Jonathan Villar added a run-scor-
ing single as Milwaukee sent 13 batters to
the plate in the inning. Davies (9-4) strug-
gled a bit with his control early but retired
his last 10 batters. He gave up four runs and
five hits over six innings with two walks and
five strikeouts.

BRAVES 4, ATHLETICS 3
Dansby Swanson hit a tiebreaking dou-

ble off closer Santiago Casilla in the ninth
inning to drive in Danny Santana - one of
two unearned runs scored by Atlanta - and
the Braves held on for the win. Santana had
two hits and two runs and Matt Adams
added a sacrifice fly in his return to the line-
up as Atlanta won its second straight in this
interleague series. The Braves have won 10
of 14 overall. Atlanta led 3-1 behind knuck-
leballer R.A. Dickey before Khris Davis hit a
tying two-run home run off Arodys Vizcaino
in the eighth. After Johan Camargo struck
out swinging against Casilla (1-3) to open
the ninth, Santana reached base on
Oakland shortstop Franklin Barreto’s second
error of the game. Santana stole second
then scored when Swanson doubled down
the left-field line, Swanson also had an RBI
double in the seventh. Sam Freeman (1-0)
retired two batters for the win. Jim Johnson
pitched the ninth for his 18th save.

GIANTS 2, PIRATES 1, 11 innings
Denard Span scored on a wild pitch in

the 11th inning to give San Francisco a win
over Pittsburgh. Span walked against
Daniel Hudson (1-4) and stole second. Joe
Panik singled, and Buster Posey faced a full
count when Hudson’s pitch got past catch-
er Elias Diaz, allowing Span to score. Josh
Osich (2-1) got the win. Sam Dyson pitched
a scoreless 11th for his first save since
being acquired from the Texas Rangers in
early June. In the ninth, Giants reliever
Hunter Strickland walked the bases loaded
but got Diaz to strike out looking. Diaz fin-
ished 0 for 5 with two strikeouts and left
eight men on base. 

RAYS 10, ORIOLES 3
Logan Morrison homered twice, Wilson

Ramos hit a three-run drive and Tampa Bay
beat Dylan Bundy and Baltimore. Steven
Souza had a solo shot for the Rays, who
have 23 home runs in their last 12 games.
Morrison, who connected in the first inning
and again in the third, has 24 for the season
- a career high. Jake Odorizzi (5-3) was the
beneficiary of Tampa Bay’s 14-hit attack,
which included four doubles. The right-han-
der pitched five innings, allowing at least
three earned runs for the sixth start in a row.
He also yielded a home run in his 12th suc-
cessive appearance, a club record. The Rays
will seek to complete a three-game sweep
on Sunday. They are already assured their
first series win against Baltimore after going
0-5-1 since April 2016. Bundy (8-7) allowed
five runs and seven hits in four innings. He
struck out seven. 

CARDINALS 2, NATIONALS 1
Alex Mejia’s first two major league hits,

including an eighth-inning home run, were
the difference as St. Louis defeated

Washington. The Cardinals have won four
straight and six of seven. Washington, the
only team in the National League yet to be
shut out this season, has lost three in a row
and five of seven. Michael Wacha (5-3), cele-
brating his 26th birthday, tossed six scoreless
innings. He allowed four hits and struck out a
season-high nine. Gio Gonzalez (7-3) was
nearly as good. He yielded one run and two
hits over seven innings, striking out nine.
With the bases loaded, Matt Bowman threw
a called third strike past pinch-hitter Adrian
Sanchez for his first major league save. Mejia,
playing his third game since being called up,
had an RBI single in the second.

ASTROS 7, YANKEES 6
Yuli Gurriel hit a two-run homer in the

fifth and a two-run double off Aroldis
Chapman that put Houston on top in a four-
run eighth inning as the Astros rallied to
beat New York. Houston trailed 6-3 in the
eighth before Jose Altuve walked with one
out before stealing second and third and
scoring on a groundout by Carlos Correa.
Evan Gattis hit a long home run off Dellin
Betances (3-3) to make it 6-5. Gurriel, who
finished with three hits, ended the game
when he tagged out Brett Gardner at first
after the Yankees outfielder tried to get
back to first base after making too wide a
turn on a single to left center with two outs.
Dayan Diaz (1-1) worked a scoreless eighth
and Ken Giles got his 19th save. Correa had
a solo homer in the sixth. Didi Gregorius hit
his first career grand slam to put the
Yankees up 5-2 in the sixth. Clint Frazier
became the first Yankees player since 1913
to hit a homer and a double in his major
league debut.

DIAMONDBACKS 6, ROCKIES 2
Zack Greinke struck out eight in seven

strong innings and Arizona topped
Colorado to stop a three-game losing
streak. Greinke (10-4) allowed three hits,
one of those being Trevor Story’s two-run
homer in the seventh to make it a one-run
game. But the Diamondbacks scored three
times in the bottom half to take control.
David Peralta doubled twice and drove in
two runs for the Diamondbacks, who have
not lost more than three consecutive
games this season. Fernando Rodney got
two outs for his 21st save and has a career-
best 11 straight hitless outings. One night
after ending an eight-game slide, the
Rockies lost for the ninth time in their past
10. Tyler Chatwood (6-9) pitched into the
seventh but allowed four earned runs and
seven hits.

ANGELS 4, MARINERS 0
Ricky Nolasco pitched a three-hitter for

his second straight scoreless outing as Los
Angeles blanked Seattle. Nolasco (4-9) did
not walk a batter and struck out seven in
his first complete game of the season. He
was coming off 6 1/3 sharp innings in a 4-0
win over the Dodgers, a stark turnaround
from a disappointing stretch that left man-
ager Mike Scioscia defending Nolasco’s
place in the rotation. Nolasco’s sixth career
shutout was the first by an Angels pitcher
this season. Andrelton Simmons hit a solo
homer off rookie Sam Gaviglio (3-3).
Mariners slugger Nelson Cruz left after his
first at-bat with right knee discomfort. It
was his 37th birthday. —AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 46 35 .568 -
NY Yankees 43 36 .544 2
Tampa Bay 43 40 .518 4
Baltimore 39 41 .488 6.5
Toronto 37 43 .463 8.5

Central Division
Cleveland 43 37 .538 -
Minnesota 41 39 .513 2
Kansas City 40 40 .500 3
Detroit 36 44 .450 7
Chicago White Sox 35 45 .438 8

Western Division
Houston 55 27 .671 -
LA Angels 43 42 .506 13.5
Texas 40 41 .494 14.5
Seattle 40 42 .488 15
Oakland 35 46 .432 19.5

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 47 34 .580 -
Atlanta 39 41 .488 7.5
NY Mets 38 42 .475 8.5
Miami 35 44 .443 11
Philadelphia 26 53 .329 20

Central Division
Milwaukee 44 39 .530 -
Chicago Cubs 40 41 .494 3
St. Louis 39 41 .488 3.5
Pittsburgh 37 44 .457 6
Cincinnati 35 45 .438 7.5

Western Division
LA Dodgers 55 28 .663 -
Arizona 51 31 .622 3.5
Colorado 48 35 .578 7
San Diego 33 48 .407 21
San Francisco 32 51 .386 23

MLB results/standings
Arizona 6, Colorado 2; LA Dodgers 8, San Diego 0; LA Angels 4, Seattle 0; Minnesota 10, Kansas City 5; Cleveland 4,
Detroit 1; Houston 7, NY Yankees 6; St. Louis 2, Washington 1; Cincinnati 5, Chicago Cubs 3; Milwaukee 8, Miami 4;
NY Mets 7, Philadelphia 6; Atlanta 4, Oakland 3; San Francisco 2, Pittsburgh 1 (11 innings); Tampa Bay 10, Baltimore
3; Kansas City 11, Minnesota 6; Texas 10, Chicago White Sox 4; Detroit 7, Cleveland 4; Boston 7, Toronto 1.

BASEBALL

Sale pitches 7 SO innings, Red Sox beat Blue Jays

SAN DIEGO: San Diego Padres catcher Austin Hedges, right, tags out Los Angeles Dodgers’ Austin Barnes during the fourth inning of a baseball game in San Diego, Saturday. —AP
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CHICAGO: Patrick Sharp figured he
would return to Chicago. He just wasn’t
sure he would play for the Blackhawks
again. Sharp, a high-scoring winger who
helped them win three Stanley Cup
championships before getting traded,
will once again suit up for Chicago next
season. The 35-year-old veteran agreed
Saturday to a one-year contract that
guarantees $800,000. He could earn an
additional $200,000 in incentives.

“I have a special place in my heart,
my family does as well, for the city,” he
said. “We did have plans on returning -
maybe not as a hockey player. But we
definitely do want to live in that city at
some point.” Sharp said he could have
signed for more money elsewhere. But
the lure of returning to the team where
he enjoyed his greatest success was too
strong. Sharp spent 10 seasons with the
Blackhawks from 2005 to 2015 and had
511 points, including 239 goals. He
scored more than 30 goals four times in
that span and helped transform Chicago

into one of the most successful franchis-
es along with Jonathan Toews and
Patrick Kane.

Sharp got dealt to Dallas in a salary
cap move after the Blackhawks beat
Tampa Bay for the championship in
2015. He has 277 goals and 322 assists in
14 years with Philadelphia, Chicago and
the Stars. But he had season-ending hip
surgery in March after missing most of
December because of a concussion and
finished with just eight goals and 10
assists. Sharp described the hip problem
as a nagging issue. But he expects to be
“100 percent ready to go” for training
camp. “The recovery from the injury is
not an issue at all,” general manager
Stan Bowman said. 

“We’re excited obviously for getting
him back on the ice with the group
here.”

The Blackhawks won the Central
Division last season with a 50-23-9
record, finishing with the most points in
the Western Conference. But they got

swept by Nashville in the opening series,
managing just three goals in 13 periods.
Bowman promised big changes and he
has been busy.

The Blackhawks re-acquired Brandon
Saad - a two-time champion in Chicago -
and parted with Niklas Hjalmarsson and
Artemi Panarin in a pair of surprising
trades that added youth and contract
stability. They shook up their coaching
staff, firing assistant Mike Kitchen and
adding former NHL defenseman Ulf
Samuelsson and Don Granato to Joel
Quenneville’s staff.

Chicago also got hit with a huge loss
in late June. Marian Hossa stunned the
NHL by announcing he plans to sit out
next season because of severe side
effects from medication to treat a pro-
gressive skin disorder, and it’s not clear if
he will play again.

Even so, Sharp sees no reason why
the Blackhawks can’t make another
championship run.

“I know the heart and character of

those guys in the locker room - most of
them,” he said. There are some new
faces, of course. But there’s also some
added comfort. After all, he’s back in
familiar surroundings, back with a fran-
chise that he helped become one of the
league’s best. “I know I am coming back
to a city that I played in for 10 years and
a group of guys that I’m really good
friends with,” he said. “But at the same
time, it is a transition. I’m switching
teams. But I expect it to be a lot easier
with that comfort level.”

Besides bringing back Sharp, the
Blackhawks agreed to one-year deals
with forwards Tommy Wingels and
Lance Bouma, and two-year contracts
with goalie Jean-Francois Berube and
defenseman Jordan Oesterle.

A suburban Chicago native, Wingels
had seven goals and five assists for the
San Jose Sharks and Ottawa Senators
last season. Born in Evanston, he
recalled the Blackhawks drawing small
crowds and refusing to televise home

games a generation ago.
“I remember wanting to go to the

Blackhawks games and wanting to
watch the Blackhawks games, but unfor-
tunately a lot of them were blacked out
growing up,” he said. “I think when the
organization drafted Kaner and Toews -
and what they’ve done for hockey in the
city of Chicago - I hope it’s never forgot-
ten that these guys have really put
Chicago hockey back on the map. And
then it’s incredible that you can’t take a
couple steps now in Chicago without
someone wearing Blackhawks gear.”

Bouma had 27 goals and 40 assists in
six seasons with Calgary. Berube posted
a 3-2-2 record with a 3.42 goals-against
average and .889 save percentage in 14
appearances with the New York
Islanders. Oesterle played in 25 games
over three seasons for Edmonton.

“I definitely like where we’re headed,”
Bowman said. “I’m excited to get things
going in the fall, and everyone can see
what the new look is.” — AP

Sharp returns to Blackhawks, agrees to one-year deal

GALLE: Sri Lankan cricketer Angelo Mathews (R) plays a shot as Zimbabwe wicketkeeper Peter Moor (L) looks on during the second one-day
international (ODI) cricket match between Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle yesterday. — AFP 

GALLE: Spinner Lakshan Sandakan took four
wickets and his partner Hasaranga de Silva took
a hat-trick on debut as Sri Lanka thrashed
Zimbabwe by seven wickets in the second one-
day international to level the five-match series
yesterday.

Sri Lanka captain Angelo Mathews asked
Zimbabwe to bat first and they were bowled out
for a paltry 155 runs. Sandakan played a major
part in dismantling Zimbabwe’s batting order
and finished with four for 52. De Silva polished
off the tail by removing the last three wickets in
successive deliveries.

In reply Sri Lanka lost two wickets for 10 runs
and the third at 77. But Upul Tharanga with
unbeaten on 75 to seal the match for the hosts.

With the win Sri Lanka has leveled the series
1-1 after Zimbabwe won the first match by six
wickets.

Zimbabwe opener Solomon Mire, who scored
a century in the last match, was out for no score
this time after being caught behind by Niroshan
Dickwella from seamer Nuwan Pradeep.

Hamilton Masakadza, the top scorer of the
Zimbabwe innings, was caught and bowled by
Asela Gunaratne for 41 off 56 deliveries.

Malcolm Waller (38), Craig Ervin (22) and Sean
Williams (13) all got off the mark but could not
build on the good starts.

Sandakan took the wickets of Ervin, Sikandar

Raza, Ryan Burl and Peter Moor finishing with 4-
52, his best bowling figures in one-day interna-
tionals. De Silva wiped out the Zimbabwe tail in
the 34th over by first bowling out Waller, off the
inside edge. He trapped Donald Tiripano lbw in
the next delivery and then bowled Tendai
Chatara. Only South African pacer Kasigo

Rabada and Bangladesh left-arm spinner Taijul
Islam have managed to previously take hat-
tricks on their one-day debuts. Chatara removed
Danushka Gunathilaka (8) and Kusal Mendis (0)
to leave Sri Lanka 10 for two. But ultimately it
proved too much for the Zimbabwe bowlers to
defend their low score. — AP

S Lanka beat Zimbabwe by 
seven wickets in 2nd ODI

Zimbabwe
H. Masakadza c and b Gunaratne 41
S. Mire c Dickwella b Pradeep 0
C. Ervine c Dickwella b Sandakan 22
S. Williams c Pradeep b Gunathilaka 13
S. Raza c Pradeep b Sandakan 8
R. Burl b Sandakan 9
M. Waller b Hasaranga 38
P. Moor b Sandakan 11
A. Cremer not out 1
D. Tiripano lbw b Hasaranga 0
T. Chatara b Hasaranga 0
Extras (b1, lb5, w4, nb2) 12
Total (33.4 overs) 155
Fall of wickets: 1-11, 2-67, 3-74, 4-91, 5-102, 6-119, 7-147,
8-155, 9-155
Bowling: Malinga 3-1-17-0 (1nb), Pradeep 7-0-18-1
Chameera 5-0-23-0 (2w), 
Sandakan 10-0-52-4 (1nb, 2w), Gunaratne 5-0-15- 1,

Gunathilaka 1-0-9-1,  Hasaranga 2.4-0-15-3.

Sri Lanka
N. Dickwella c and b Cremer 35
M. Gunathilaka b Chatara 8
B. Mendis c Moor b Chatara 0
U. Tharanga not out 75
A. Mathews not out 28
Extras (b2, lb2, w6, nb2) 12
Total (3 wickets; 30.1 overs) 158
Did not bat: D. Gunaratne, W. Hasaranga, L. Malinga, N.
Pradeep, D. 
Chameera, L. Sandakan.
Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-10, 3-77
Bowling: Chatara 5-0-33-2 (2nb, 2w), Raza 10-0-34-0,
Tiripano 1-0-6-0,  Cremer 9.1-0-46-1(1w), Williams 3-0-
20-0 (2w), Burl 2-0-15-0.
Sri Lanka won toss and put Zimbabwe in to bat. Sri
Lanka win by seven  wickets.

SCOREBOARD
GALLE, Sri Lanka: Scorecard from Sri Lanka v Zimbabwe second one day 50-over international at Galle yesterday.

Australia A to boycott SA tour if no pay deal
SYDNEY: Players will boycott an Australia A tour
of South Africa this month in an escalation of their
bitter dispute with Cricket Australia unless a new
pay deal is agreed, the Australian Cricketers’
Association said yesterday.

The players’ union held an emergency meeting
in Sydney where they decided to take action for
the tour beginning on July 12 unless a new
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was
signed with CA by Friday.

ACA chief executive Alistair Nicholson said a
“significant breakthrough” was needed for the
South Africa tour to proceed. The latest develop-
ment in the stalled pay row comes after both par-
ties failed to reach an agreement on a new MOU
before Friday’s deadline after months of protract-
ed negotiations. It leaves as many as 230 male and
female players unemployed and threatens fixtures
including this year’s prestige home Ashes series.

“They don’t intend to tour but the reality is they
don’t fly out of the country until Friday,” Nicholson
told reporters of the Australia A tour.

“So the players are going to go into camp as
planned and hopefully we can make some
progress with regards to the MOU. “There would
need to be a significant breakthrough on the key
issue of the revenue sharing model.”

CA said in response it would never force any
players to play for an Australian team. “Australia A
is a development tour which gives players an
opportunity to perform at a high level,” CA said in
a statement. “It is therefore surprising that players
would elect not to tour, however CA has never,
and would never attempt to force anyone to play
for an Australian team who is unwilling to do so.
“CA remains ready to negotiate a new MOU and

has again called on the ACA to show genuine flex-
ibility and commence negotiations in the best
interests of the players and the game.”

The players’ union decision also includes play-
ers who are on multi-year deals with their respec-
tive state teams and who will refuse to play with-
out an MOU.

“It’s not an easy thing to do... but we are very
united,” Australia A captain Usman Khawaja told
reporters. “We’re still going to be training this
week. Hopefully something can be resolved, but if
it’s not, it’s a tough decision that sort of has to be
made,” he said. “Not to go is a sacrifice in some

respects, but we see the broader picture.” The ACA
also warned that upcoming Australian tours to
Bangladesh and India were also under threat.
“Players expressed a strong desire to tour both
Bangladesh and India and urged CA to support
them by renewing an MOU on fair terms, allowing
the tours to proceed,” the ACA said. “However, due
to the fact of unemployment and the resolution
and an absent MOU there are no professional
cricketers presently obliged or available to tour.”
Australia’s Test tour to Bangladesh is from August
and the one-day international series is in India in
September.— AFP

SYDNEY: Australian Cricketers’ Association (ACA) chief executive Alistair Nicholson (2/R)
speaks as Australian cricket players Shane Watson (R), Usman Khawaja (L) and Clea Smith (2/L)
listen during a press conference in Sydney yesterday. —AFP

Richards uncertain about South 
Africa’s transformation plan

LONDON: South Africa great Barry Richards
has questioned whether the current policy
of racial transformation will end with “merit
selection”.

The policy is designed to cope with the
legacy of apartheid, when largely only
white players such as Richards, the out-
standing opening batsman of the 1970s,
were allowed to play for official South
Africa sides.  But the policy and its imple-
mentation have proved contentious amid
suggestions that players have not always
been chosen on merit and that some white
cricketers, knowing their chances were in
some way restricted, have instead chosen
to pursue financially more lucrative careers
with English county sides.

However, while transformation has seen
the likes of Andile Phehlukwayo and Temba
Bavuma possibly get their international
chances earlier than expected, both have
justified their selections in terms of per-
formance.  Richards, speaking ahead of
next week’s first Test between England and
South Africa at Lord’s, accepted it was a
contentious issue.  “It’s a difficult one,” said
Richards at an event staged by series spon-
sors Investec. 

“South Africa has come from a history of
what we know,” added Richards, whose
own Test career was limited to just four
matches because of the apartheid-induced
sports boycott of South Africa.  As of last
August, Cricket South Africa defined the
policy as one where national teams should
include on average and across all formats,
six players of colour, of which two must be
black African.

The target at domestic level is a stricter
six players of colour per side per match, of
which three must be black African.  But for
many years the issue was not so well
defined and Richards said: “I don’t think
they (CSA) make it clear enough to the fans
and then you have people on social media

having a go at each other.”

‘FAR ENOUGH ALONG THE LINE’ 
Richards’s globe-trotting career saw him

play for a multi-racial Rest of the World side
when South Africa’s 1970 tour of England
was cancelled and open for Hampshire
alongside West Indies great Gordon
Greenidge.  “From day one, when I came to
play county cricket and I first met Garry
Sobers, people like that, picking a team was
on merit, I’ve always been of that opinion,”
said Richards. 

“Whether you can do that in the South
African context... I think we’re now we’re far
enough along the line to say we can pick it
(the South Africa team) on merit. Where it’s
causing a problem is a little further down
the line.  “Then you’ve got this transforma-
tion policy where an Indian player like
Hashim (Amla) becomes different from a
black player like (Kagiso) Rabada in terms
of team selection. It’s a machination of poli-
tics and sport, it’s always been a mix but
never been a great mix. 

“The transformation policy, I can see
what they are trying to achieve, but
whether they achieve the end goal of a
merit selection remains to be seen.” There
are several South African players who have
effectively called time on their internation-
al careers in order to be classed as ‘home’
selections by counties under the so-called
‘Kolpak’ rule. Hampshire alone have two in
fast bowler Kyle Abbott and top-order bats-
men Rilee Rossouw.

Neither they nor any of the other cur-
rent ‘Kolpaks’ have specifically listed trans-
formation as a reason for their decision but
there are many who believe it played a
part, just as South Africa-born batsman
Kevin Pietersen said it was a factor in his
move to represent England.  “You can
understand, if you are a fringe player, Kyle
Abbott is 29, not an automatic selection,
‘what do I do?’ ‘Should I go the Kolpak
route?’,” said Richards. “There are 17 rand to
the pound, it’s a temptation. I’m surprised
more haven’t gone that route.”

He added: “But the Kolpak players, your
back-up players are very important.  If
those guys are saying we don’t like it
because we might not be part of the set-
up, that’s something else you’ve got to
factor into how you implement transfor-
mation. “It’s a problem and I’m not sure
they (CSA) quite know what the solution is
just yet.” — AFP

Barry Richards

Bangladesh confident 
Hathurusingha’s stay

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s cricket authorities
expressed confidence yesterday that
national head coach Chandika
Hathurusingha will see out his contract
despite interest from his native Sri Lanka.
“Anyone can want him as coach, but we
have not spoken to him about (Sri Lanka),”
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) president
Nazmul Hassan told reporters in Dhaka.

“We have a contract with him until
World Cup 2019. We are confident he will
stay up to that period,” he said.

His comments came after Sri Lankan
media revealed that Sri Lanka Cricket are in
“discussion” with the former opening bats-
man to take over the side following the res-
ignation of South African Graham Ford.  Ford

stepped down in late June, half way through
a 45-month contract and just two weeks
after the team’s early exit from the
Champions Trophy.  Fielding coach Nic
Pothas is in interim charge of the team that
is currently playing a home series against
Zimbabwe.  Sri Lanka Cricket chief Thilanga
Sumathipala said Pothas was being consid-
ered for promotion to permanent head
coach while the cricket board has had sever-
al other expressions of interest over the job.
Those interested in the high profile position
included “Sri Lankans,” he told AFP last week.
Under Hathurusingha, Bangladesh has
made big strides in world cricket and
reached the semifinals of the Champions
Trophy tournament in England. —AFP

Chandika Hathurusingha
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JOHANNESBURG: Japan are not taking
Super Rugby seriously, says TV analyst
and former Springboks coach Nick
Mallett after the Tokyo-based Sunwolves
were humiliated 94-7 by Golden Lions at
the weekend. The Johannesburg side
equalled the competition try-scoring
record for one team in a single match by
running in 14 for the second biggest
Super Rugby winning margin.

Sunwolves were trailing by 59 points
during the second half at Ellis Park stadi-
um when Tonga-born substitute forward
Uwe Helu scored the lone try for the
Japanese side. The most humiliating

defeat by the two-year-old franchise
angered Mallett, one of the most outspo-
ken voices on rugby in South Africa.

“Japanese rugby officials are not tak-
ing the Super Rugby competition seri-
ously,” he said on Johannesburg-based
SuperSport TV. “Unless officials in that
country change course, there are going
to be a lot more heavy defeats in the
future, some even heavier than the one
this weekend.

“Sunwolves were introduced to Super
Rugby so that a strong Japanese national
team could be built as they prepare to
host the 2019 Rugby World Cup.

“But many of the best Japanese rugby
players are turning out for company-
owned clubs in the country and not for
the Sunwolves. “The best Japanese play-
ers have to play for the Sunwolves, other-
wise they are going to be embarrassed
many more times.

“In the match against the Lions they
missed 53 tackles-you cannot compete
successfully in Super Rugby with that
sort of statistic,” warned Mallett. 

“The Sunwolves defence was non-
existent and they were continually
smashed in the scrums,” said the man
who guided South Africa to third place at

the 1999 Rugby World Cup. “Had it been
a boxing match, the white towel would
have been flung into the ring by half-
time.” Another SuperSport analyst, 2007
Springboks World Cup-winning fly-half
Butch James, was equally critical of the
Sunwolves. “The one thing supporters of
any rugby team expect is commitment
and effort we saw neither from the
Sunwolves at Ellis Park.” South Africa-
born Sunwolves skipper and loose for-
ward Willie Britz-one of three non-
Japanese starters against the Lions-was
blunt after the thrashing.

“If you do not keep the ball and make

your tackles, you are going to be in big
trouble, especially against a team as
strong as the Lions. 

Sunwolves play Western Stormers in
Cape Town next Saturday and complete
their season the following weekend by
hosting the Auckland Blues from New
Zealand. The Tokyo outfit have played 28
Super Rugby matches since debuting
last year, winning two, drawing one, los-
ing 25, scoring 545 points and conceding
1,225. Both victories came in Japan,
against the Argentine Jaguares last sea-
son and the South African Northern Bulls
this year. —AFP

Japan not taking Super Rugby seriously: Mallett

MOTORCYCLING

GOLF

AUTO RACING
HOHENSTEIN-ERNSTTHAL: Moto GP riders Jonas Folger of Germany, Marc Marquez of Spain, and Dani Pedrosa of Spain, from left to right, pose
on the podium after winning the German Motorcycle Grand Prix at the Sachsenring circuit in Hohenstein-Ernstthal, Germany, yesterday.
Marquez won the race, Folger finished second Pedrosa was third. —AP

Marquez wins in Germany 
to claim overall lead

HOHENSTEIN-ERNSTTHAL: Reigning world
MotoGP champion Marc Marquez stormed to his
eighth consecutive German Grand Prix win yes-
terday to snatch the overall championship lead.

The Spaniard held off a spirited challenge
from home favourite Jonas Folger to claim his
second win of the season after starting from
pole position. German rookie Folger produced a
stunning ride for Yamaha’s satellite team to claim
his maiden podium finish, as Marquez’s Honda
team-mate Dani Pedrosa came home in third.

Ducati rider Andrea Dovizioso went into the
race at the top of the standings, but finished
down in eighth place to slip to third overall.

Marquez, who was fourth going into the day,
now leads the championship by five points from
Maverick Vinales, with Dovizioso a point further
back in third.

“It was a really fast race. The rhythm was
incredible. I was riding really good but I saw

Jonas overtook me,” Marquez said. “Leading the
championship is something I couldn’t believe.
We are doing a really good championship.”

Nine-time world champion Valentino Rossi
showed good form to back up his first win of the
season last time out in Assen by finishing fifth
behind Vinales, but the Italian still dropped to
fourth overall.

Folger thrilled the home crowd in the open-
ing stages by passing Pedrosa and Marquez to
take a shock lead on his Yamaha Tech3 after
qualifying in third.

He maintained the lead for a few laps before
Marquez retook control. The 24-year-old was
made to work hard by Folger, but pulled away in
the last two laps to win by 3.310 seconds.

“I don’t know what to say. I never expected
this. I was really strong and could follow Marc,”
said Folger.

“I burned the tyre. I couldn’t match him at the

end. I thought I could beat him but two laps at
the end the tyre was gone. I’m so happy.”

Marquez, having taken his eighth straight
Sachsenring pole on Saturday, has now won
eight races in a row at the circuit across the three
classes. With the season at its halfway stage, the
five-time world champion is poised to claim his
fourth MotoGP crown in just five years.

But this is one of the tightest title races in his-
tory, with just 10 points separating leader
Marquez from fourth-placed Rossi.

Yamaha’s Rossi did well to make up four
places having started from ninth on the grid,
although he couldn’t find a way past his team-
mate Vinales.

Ducati, who went five years without a podi-
um finish in Germany until Dovizioso came third
last season, struggled again and Dovizioso had
to dig deep to hold off last year’s Moto2 champi-
on Johann Zarco for eighth. —AFP

MIKOLAJKI: Thierry Neuville cranked up
the pressure on four-time defending world
rally champion Sebastien Ogier by charg-
ing to a third win of the season in Poland.

The Belgian entered yesterday with a
3.1-second lead over Ott Tanak, but the
Estonian’s hopes evaporated on the penul-
timate stage as he was forced to abandon
the rally after slamming into a bank.

Neuville won two further stages on the
final day-posting the quickest time in nine
of 22 specials in total-to finish 1min 23.9sec
clear of fellow Hyundai driver Hayden
Paddon of New Zealand.

“What a great result for the whole team!”
said Neuville. “I am really delighted for
everyone involved. It was a closely fought
battle this weekend, as it seems to have
been for the past few events. “It was cer-
tainly a relief to retake the lead after Ott’s
retirement this morning, as it allowed us
some breathing space in the final stages.”

While Hayden posted his best perform-
ance of the season, Ogier took third ahead
as Finland’s Jari-Matti Latvala was forced
out while less than 15 seconds off the lead
on Saturday due to mechanical problems.

Neuville, a winner in France and

Argentina earlier this season, trails Ogier by
just 11 points with five races left on the cal-
endar.

“Our goal for the weekend was to
outscore Seb, which we did, and we have
closed the gap in the championship for the
second rally in a row,” added Neuville, run-
ner-up to Ogier in the championship in
both 2013 and 2016.

Ogier, who damaged his Ford Fiesta ear-
ly on Saturday and lost more than 30 sec-
onds as he skidded off the road, was just
relieved to have made it over the finish line.

“I’m just happy to have finished it. This
podium isn’t deserved but that happens
sometimes and you have to take it,” said
Ogier. “I’m sorry for Ott, he had done fan-
tastic work and was very quick. It’s a shame
things finished like that for him.”

Tanak, who was chasing a second suc-
cessive victory after his maiden triumph in
Italy last month, accepted his misfortune
was part and parcel of rallying.

“It happens. You have to push very hard
if you want to win,” Tanak said, who was
cruelly denied victory in last year’s Rally of
Poland after suffering a puncture on the
final day.— AFP

Thierry Neuville avoids 
trouble to win in Poland

DAYTONA BEACH: William Byron got his
second win of the season, and this time he
got to do it in front of his bosses.

Byron won his second consecutive
Xfinity Series race on Saturday by leading a
1-2 finish at Daytona International
Speedway for JR Motorsports. Byron raced
to his first career Xfinity victory last week-
end at Iowa, but team owners Dale
Earnhardt Jr. and Rick Hendrick weren’t at
the track to see him.

This time, Hendrick was the first person
to the window of his car in victory lane. The
19-year-old became the youngest series
winner at Daytona.

He used a push from teammate Elliott
Sadler to clear the traffic on the restart.
Byron was aided when Erik Jones was
knocked out of line, and it gave Byron a
clear lead.

An accident behind the lead pack
caused the race to end under yellow. “I
have to go around one more time, right?”
Byron radioed his crew about the proce-
dures. He did a celebratory burnout and
was interviewed live by NBC Sports on the
frontretch for the crowd to hear in a new

wrinkle from the network.
“This is so cool to win in Daytona,” Byron

said. “We’ve had a great last three weeks.
We’re bringing faster cars, executing better
and as a team we’re getting more and more
confident.”

Byron was prepared to stick around
Saturday night ant watch the Cup race,
which is being billed as the last at Daytona
for retiring driver Earnhardt Jr. The owner of
the winning Xfinity Series car was sched-
uled to start from the pole in Saturday
night’s main event.

“Dale is so good here and I’ve watched a
lot of his stuff, seen how he side drafts,”
Byron said. “I never thought I’d win one of
these things and I’ve kind of learned some
things watching him.”

Sadler was second, followed by Dakoda
Armstrong, Jeb Burton and David Starr.
Rain postponed the race from Friday night
until Saturday, and then a second weather
delay of nearly two hours made for a
lengthy 250 miles.

Seven drivers were scheduled to run
both the Xfinity Series race and the 400-
mile Cup race. — AP

Byron wins at Daytona for 
second straight Xfinity win

DAYTONA BEACH: William Byron, driver of the #9 AXALTA/Vorteq Chevrolet, poses with
the trophy in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR XFINITY Series Coca-Cola Firecracker
250 at Daytona International Speedway on Saturday in Daytona Beach, Florida. — AFP

POTOMAC: Sweden’s David Lingmerth stum-
bled to a three-over par 73 Saturday but clung
to a one-stroke lead over American Daniel
Summerhays after the third round of the US PGA
National. Lingmerth had two birdies, three
bogeys and a double bogey over the 7,107-yard
TPC Potomac layout to stand on seven-under
203 after 54 holes.

“Long, hard fought day for me and here I am,”
Lingmerth said. “I’m still right where I need to be
for tomorrow and I’m not too worried about the
way I played today. I think I can come back
tomorrow better.”

Lingmerth, seeking his second PGA title after
taking the 2015 Memorial, won a 2012 develop-
mental tour event on this course, hosting its first
PGA event since 2006. And he’s chasing his first
wire-to-wire victory. “It’s a situation I haven’t pre-
viously been in,” Lingmerth said. “I haven’t had
the wire-to-wire scenario in my career, but a lot
of great players have won tournaments that way
and I would like to do it as well. I’m feeling like
I’m up for the challenge. I think it ’s a great
opportunity.” Summerhays shot 70 to stand sec-
ond with compatriot Spencer Levin firing the
day’s low round, 65, to reach third on 205, one
stroke ahead of South Korea’s Kang Sung and
Australians Geoff Ogilvy and Curtis Luck.

Severe thunderstorms caused a 91-minute
delay and together with afternoon heat provid-
ed tougher conditions for the leaders.

Lingmerth opened with a bogey but birdied
the par-five second after dropping his third shot
four feet from the cup. He then found water off
the fourth tee and made double bogey, trim-
ming his edge to one shot.

“Got off to a bit of a rough start,” said
Lingmerth. “Missed a couple tee shots to the left,

which is something I don’t usually do, and it
maybe got me a little unnerved with tee balls for
the rest of the day because I didn’t hit as many
fairways as I usually do.

“I managed somehow to miss in decent spots
where I was able to scramble pretty good.”

Lingmerth began the back nine with a bogey,
taking five shots to reach the green after finding
rough, native grass and a bunker.

“Definitely a different way of playing it,”
Lingmerth said. He answered with a birdie at the
299-yard par-4 14th, nearly driving the green
and leaving his second shot inches from the cup.

But Lingmerth, who began the tournament

with back-to-back 65s, made bogey at the par-3
17th, finding a bunker off the tee and missing a
five-foot par putt.

“I’m not worried about the way I played
today,” Lingmerth said. “I think I can go out there
tomorrow and shoot another 65.”

Summerhays, third in last year ’s PGA
Championship, made a 13-foot birdie putt at the
fifth but made bogey at 11, hitting the cart path
well right off the tee. Levin, the world number
369 who hasn’t managed a top-10 finish in more
than a year, birdied three of the last six holes to
move into contention for his first PGA victory,
making six birdies in all.— AFP

Struggling David Lingmerth 
clings to PGA National lead

POTOMAC: David Lingmerth of Sweden pulls a club from his bag as he prepares to play a shot
from the eighth tee during the third round of the Quicken Loans National on Saturday TPC
Potomac in Potomac, Maryland. — AFP

Choi, Kang share lead 
at PGA Championship

OLYMPIA FIELDS: Danielle Kang got a
text message from Wayne Gretzky on
Saturday morning. Caitlyn Jenner called
Friday, and four-time major winner Hollis
Stacy also reached out.

Lots of high-profile support for Kang as
she goes for her first major championship.
The 24-year-old Kang and Chella Choi
shared the lead heading into the final
round of the KPMG Women’s PGA
Championship.  Kang won the U.S.
Women’s Amateur in 2010 in 2011, but she
has never won an LPGA Tour tournament.

“It would be incredible to be called a
major champion, especially out on this
tour,” Kang said. She got a boost before
her afternoon tee time when Gretzky, like
Jenner a friend from her days at Sherwood
Country Club in California, passed along a

simple message. “He said, ‘Just go win it,’
Kang recalled. “And you know, I was like,
‘It’s third round.’ And I was like, ‘Thank you,
Wayne.’ And he’s like, ‘You just go, get it
done.’ Caitlyn Jenner called me yesterday. I
have a lot of people just beyond that, just
calling me up and encouraging me to just
keep playing my game and that they are
rooting for me. I love it.” While several of
the LPGA’s biggest stars challenged for the
lead, it was Kang and Choi on top after a
challenging day at an increasingly difficult
Olympia Fields. The 26-year-old Choi hit
11 of 14 fairways on her way to a bogey-
free 67.

Kang birdied the par-5 18th for a 68,
joining Choi at 10 under and setting up an
unlikely f inal  pairing for the four th
round.—AP
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GENEVA: Disgraced former FIFA presi-
dent Sepp Blatter, forced out as head of
world football’s governing body amid a
corruption scandal in 2015, admitted
yesterday he regretted not stepping
down earlier.

The 81-year-old was banned over
ethics breaches, bringing an end to his
17-year reign as FIFA chief, following a
suspect two million Swiss franc ($2 mil-
lion, 1.8 million euro) payment to ex-
UEFA president Michel Platini.

“I should have stopped myself earlier,”
Blatter said in an interview published by
Swiss newspaper SonntagsBlick, adding
that his ousting as FIFA boss was “a
relief”. Blatter, who was re-elected for a
fifth term in May 2015 before promptly
announcing his plans to resign, recalled
the editor-in-chief of a Swiss magazine
warning him the role of FIFA president
had an expiration date.

“‘At your place the date is 2014’, he
told me, and I said to him that some-

times it’s written that the product can be
consumed beyond this date if it’s stored
in a cool place,” Blatter said.

Blatter was also asked about a report
in German newspaper Der Spiegel that
current FIFA chief Gianni Infantino had
feared being dismissed as the subject of
another ethics committee investigation.

Infantino was cleared last year by
FIFA of ethics violations after investigat-
ing him over his use of private jets, per-
sonal expenses, hiring methods and a

contract dispute.  But FIFA assured last
month “no investigation” had been
opened into Infantino after sources said
his role in the Confederation of African
Football’s presidential elections was
being looked into. “I don’t know about
that, I only know that former FIFA col-
leagues addressed themselves because
of him to the ethics committee and that
three or four weeks later, they were
thrown out of FIFA,” Blatter said. 

Ethics chiefs Hans-Joachim Eckert

and Cornel Borbely were replaced in
May at the annual FIFA Congress, with
Borbely calling the decision “a setback in
the fight against corruption”.

Blatter also spoke out against the
introduction of the video assistant
review (VAR) system, currently being tri-
alled at the Confederations Cup in
Russia. “The game loses attractiveness...
You have to leave referees to make mis-
takes, what FIFA are doing is delicate
and dangerous,” he said. — AFP

Disgraced Blatter regret at overstaying FIFA tenure

MOSCOW: Portugal’s midfielder Adrien Silva (L) scores a penalty during the 2017 FIFA Confederations Cup third place football match between
Portugal and Mexico at the Spartak Stadium in Moscow yesterday. — AP

MOSCOW: Adrien Silva scored an extra-time
penalty as Portugal recovered from a goal
down to beat Mexico 2-1 in yesterday’s third-
place play-off at the Confederations Cup in
Moscow.

Luis Neto bundled into his own net to hand
Mexico a 54th-minute lead, but Pepe stabbed
home a stoppage-time equaliser to force an
extra 30 minutes at Spartak Stadium.

Silva then struck his first international goal
after a handball inside the box on 104 minutes,
while both sides f inished with 10 men as
Nelson Semedo was dismissed for Portugal
before Raul Jimenez saw red for Mexico. 

World champions Germany face Copa
America holders Chile later in the final in Saint
Petersburg.

European champions Portugal were without
captain Cristiano Ronaldo after the Real Madrid

star was released from the squad to return
home to meet his newborn twins.

Portugal and Mexico drew 2-2 in the open-
ing game of the group stage, when Hector
Moreno salvaged a last-gasp point for the Gold
Cup winners, but were left fighting for a conso-
lation prize in the Russian capital.

Portugal should have gone in front in the
drizzling rain on 17 minutes when Andre Silva
was upended by 38-year-old Rafael Marquez,
with the video assistant referee stepping in to
award the spot-kick. But Mexico goalkeeper
Guillermo Ochoa flung himself superbly to his
right to tip Andre Silva’s low spot-kick round
the post.  Rui Patricio produced a sharp stop to
deny Javier Hernandez, Mexico’s all-time lead-
ing scorer, from close range on the half hour,
but the Portugal keeper was beaten shortly
after the break. Hernandez’s cross from the

byline floated beyond Carlos Vela and Patricio,
with Zenit St Petersburg centre-back Neto
unwittingly turning the ball home. 

Portugal went in pursuit of an equaliser and
Gelson Martins-replacing Ronaldo in attack-was
denied by an excellent save from Ochoa with
just over an hour played.

But Ochoa was beaten in the first minute of
injury time as Pepe lunged to get on the end of
Ricardo Quaresma’s curling right-wing cross to
force extra time.

Silva, on as a substitute, then grabbed the
winner just before the end of the first period of
extra time, burying a penalty after Miguel
Layun handled in the box. Semedo was then
sent off on 106 minutes after picking up a sec-
ond yellow card, but Mexico’s numerical advan-
tage was swiftly wiped out when Jimenez
received his marching orders. —AFP

Portugal beat Mexico to 
finish third at Confed Cup

JOHANNESBURG: Title-holders Mamelodi
Sundowns of South Africa and Esperance
and Etoile Sahel of Tunisia became the first
qualifiers for the CAF Champions League
quarter-finals Saturday.

Gangling Liberian Anthony Laffor scored
five minutes from time to earn Sundowns a
1-0 Group C victory over Saint George of
Ethiopia in a packed 30,000-capacity Addis
Ababa stadium.

Saint George, the first Ethiopian side to
reach the group stage of the premier
African club competition, wasted a great
chance to take the lead on the stroke of
half-time.

Sundowns defender Anele Ngcongca
handled the ball inside the box, but a
timidly struck penalty from leading 2017
Champions League scorer Saladin Said was
parried to safety by Denis Onyango.

Esperance led and trailed against V Club
of the Democratic Republic of Congo in
Kinshasa during a 2-2 draw in which home
player Makwekwe Kupa was red-carded
just before the hour.  

Tunisian Taha Yassine Khenissi contin-
ued hot form for club and country by scor-
ing on 10 minutes in the Stade des Martyrs,
one of the most intimidating African foot-
ball cauldrons.

Tady Etekiama, who once served a two-
year ban for falsifying his age and using a
fake passport, bagged a brace within eight
minutes and V Club led 2-1 at half-time.

Needing maximum points to keep alive
hopes of squeezing into the quarter-finals
after the final round next weekend, V Club
were hit by a double blow.

Kupa was sent off and Esperance lev-
elled almost immediately when Khenissi
converted a penalty.

Esperance have nine points, Sundowns
eight, Saint George five and V Club four
with the South Africans assured of a top-
two finish on head-to-head records. 

Etoile Sahel drew a third consecutive
Group A game, but the 1-1 stalemate with
Ferroviario Beira in Mozambique was suffi-
cient to ensure a quarter-finals berth.

Chelito Omar gave Ferroviario a 72nd-
minute lead and Slim Ben Belgacem
equalised by converting a penalty six min-
utes from time.

In the other match in the group, a
Mohamed Abdel Rahman brace gave Al
Merrikh a 2-1 victory over Al Hilal in a clash
of Sudanese giants.

Former champions Etoile have nine
points, Merrikh seven, Ferroviario five and
twice runners-up Hilal four.

There is a gripping three-club Group D
struggle for two last-eight places after
Zanaco of Zambia and Al Ahly of Egypt
drew 0-0 and Wydad Casablanca of
Morocco won 2-0 at Coton Sport of
Cameroon.

Goals from Achraf Bencharki in the first
half and Naim Aarab in the second gave
Wydad victory and Coton finished with 10
men after Abdoulaye Alingar was red-card-
ed. Zanaco have 11 points, Wydad nine and
record eight-time champions Ahly eight
while Coton are pointless after five straight
defeats. A 1-1 draw between Al Ahly Tripoli
of Libya and USM Alger of Algeria means
both clubs and Zamalek of Egypt and CAPS
United of Zimbabwe, who meet in Harare
today, can advance from Group B.

USM and Ahly Tripoli have eight points
from five matches and five-time African
champions Zamalek five and CAPS three
from four. —AFP

Sundowns, Esperance, 
Etoile reach last eight

EAST HARTFORD: Asamoah Gyan #3 of Ghana scores a goal against the United States
defends in the second half during an international friendly between USA and Ghana
at Pratt & Whitney Stadium on Saturday in East Hartford, Connecticut. — AFP

EAST HARTFORD: Dom Dwyer volleyed in
a go-ahead goal in the 19th minute of his
international debut, ran to the corner flag
and did a double back flip that would make
a gymnast proud.

Back home in Missouri, wife Sydney
Leroux was overjoyed. The goal made
Dwyer and Leroux the first husband-and-
wife couple to score for the United States,
which beat Ghana 2-1 on Saturday in an
exhibition ahead of the CONCACAF Gold
Cup. “I’m very proud of Sydney and what
she’s achieved and still achieving in the
national team,” Dwyer said. “I’ve got quite a
few caps to catch up to her, and a few
goals, too.”

Brad Guzan saved Asamoah Gyan’s
penalty kick in first-half stoppage time, and
Kellyn Acosta added his first international
goal in the 52nd minute on a low free kick
that bounced in. Gyan curled a free kick
just under the crossbar in the 60th, leaving
the final 2-1 - matching Ghana’s victories
that eliminated the U.S. from the 2006 and
2010 World Cups and the American win
over the Black Stars at the 2014 tourna-
ment. “I got fired in 2006. It took me 11
years to get this job back,” Arena said,
laughing, after the US improved to 4-0-4
since he replaced Jurgen Klinsmann in
November. Born in Cuckfield, England,
Dwyer was in Norwich City’s youth system
but broke his right foot three times and
was released. He moved to the United
States in 2009 to attend Tyler Junior
College, shifted to the University of South
Florida, then was drafted by Sporting
Kansas City in 2012 and has played for the
team ever since. He became a U.S. citizen
on March 16 and made his international
debut at age 26.

Leroux, a 27-year-old forward from
British Columbia, played for Canada at age
14 in the 2004 Under-19 Women’s World
Cup, became a star at UCLA and switched

affiliation to the US She has 35 goals in 75
international appearances and helped the
Americans win a gold medal at the 2012
Olympics and the title at the 2015 Women’s
World Cup. They met when she was training
with the national team in Kansas City and
were introduced by a mutual friend. “We
just kind of hung out. We were buddies, and
then we started to hit it off,” he said.

COMPETITION
Dwyer and Leroux announced on

Valentine’s Day 2015 that they had married
a month earlier.  She wears No. 2 and he
No. 14. Of course, the home is filled with
competition.

“We have little bits here and there. We
definitely encourage each other,” he said.
“She definitely owes me money for this
one.” They are only the fourth husband and
wife to both play for the US, joining Jim
Gabarra and Carin Jennings, Claudio Reyna
and Danielle Egan and Zach Loyd and
Casey Nogueira. Egan’s only goal was in
1993, four years before she married Reyna.

“I’m insanely proud of him and so happy
for the overall win for the MNT,” Leroux said
through  a spokesman. “I love the fact that
we both came to the USA from other coun-
tries and get to chase our dreams together
wearing the crest that means so much to
us. When he scored, it ’s really hard to
describe the feeling. Just chills. I know this
is only the beginning for him.”

Arena changed eight starters from his
lineup in the June 11 World Cup qualifier
at Mexico, retaining only Guzan, Acosta
and Paul Arriola. Seven American starters
entered with fewer than 10 international
appearances. There also were debuts for
a pair of midfielders: Kelyn Rowe started
on the left flank and Kenny Saief, who
played twice for Israel before switching
his  aff i l iat ion to the US last  month,
entered in the 71st.—AP

Dwyer scores in debut 
as US beat Ghana 2-1

LONDON: With Serena Williams preparing for
the birth of her first child and Maria Sharapova
sidelined by a thigh injury, the race to be
crowned Wimbledon champion is the most
wide-open in a generation.

Having stepped away from the court as she
waits to become a mother in September,
Williams, who won Wimbledon in 2015 and
2016, has created a power vacuum at the top
that Sharapova was expected to fill when the
Russian returned from her doping suspension.

Instead, Sharapova lasted just three tourna-
ments before a muscle injury in Rome forced the
five-time major winner to withdraw from the
Wimbledon qualifying tournament.

In the absence of American great Williams,
who has 23 Grand Slam titles on her CV, and the
headline-grabbing Sharapova, women’s tennis
has an undeniable lack of star power heading
into Wimbledon, which gets underway on
Monday. But the flip-side is the opportunity for
the sport’s less heralded names to seize the
spotlight, as Latvia’s Jelena Ostapenko showed
with her unexpected breakthrough triumph at
the French Open.

“Of course, it’s different if Serena is not here.
Everything is possible, in two weeks especially,”
world number one Angelique Kerber said.

“There are so many good players right now,
they can win the big tournaments.” Ostapenko,
20, shot up to 13th in the world from 47th after
coming from a set and 3-0 down to defeat
Simona Halep in the Roland Garros final.

Now she has to prove that stunning success
was more than a flash in the pan. A junior
Wimbledon champion in 2014, Ostapenko’s
game is well suited for the low-bouncing lawns
of the All England Club, now that she has
learned to enjoy a surface she once thought was
only “for soccer”. While Ostapenko, who faces
Aliaksandra Sasnovich in the first round, arrived
in London on a wave of post-Paris euphoria, sec-
ond seed Halep is still struggling to come to

terms with her failure to win her first Grand
Slam. Three games away from the title and the
world number one ranking, Halep crumbled to
her second major final defeat-the other coming
at the 2014 French Open.

The 25-year-old Romanian, who has never
been past the semi-finals at Wimbledon, opens
her campaign against Marina Erakovic.

Kerber, who starts against Irina Falconi, needs
to improve dramatically after making unwanted
history when her defeat against Ekaterina
Makarova made her the first top-ranked woman
in the Open era to fall in the opening round at
Roland Garros.  Beaten by Serena in the
Wimbledon final 12 months ago, Kerber, who
won the Australian and US Opens last year, has
yet to claim a single WTA title in 2017.

If Petra Kvitova gets her hands on the Venus

Rosewater Dish for a third time, it would com-
plete a fairytale comeback for the Czech follow-
ing the horrific hand injury she sustained while
being attacked by a knife-wielding burglar in her
home in December.

Kvitova, the Wimbledon champion in 2011
and 2014, was out of action for six months, but
she returned at the French Open before winning
the Birmingham title on grass last week.

The 27-year-old pulled out of Eastbourne due
to an abdominal injury, but hopes to make a
strong run at her favourite Grand Slam. “I’ve been
through a very difficult time in my life. Winning in
Birmingham gives me some extra confidence
that I am still able to fight,” said Kvitova, who
meets Johanna Larsson in the first round. “We
still do have great players in the draw, even
(though) Serena is not playing. —AFP

Wimbledon braced for 
new women’s shock

LONDON: Garbine Muguruza of Spain and her coach Conchita Martinez during a training ses-
sion at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships in Wimbledon, London, yesterday. — AP
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Blatter regret 
at overstaying 
FIFA tenure

ST PETERSBURG: Germany’s Julian Draxler holds up the trophy, at the end of the Confederations Cup final soccer match between Chile and Germany, at the St Petersburg Stadium, Russia, yesterday. Germany won 1-0. — AP

SAINT PETERSBURG: Lars Stindl’s simple tap-in, follow-
ing a costly first-half blunder by Marcelo Diaz, was
enough to give Germany a 1-0 win over Chile in the
Confederations Cup final yesterday.

Diaz’s momentary lapse in concentration let Timo
Werner rob him of possession, draw the goalkeeper and
pass to Stindl, who scored into an empty net on 20 min-
utes in Saint Petersburg.

This is the first time Germany, the defending world
champions, have won the Confederations Cup in the
eighth edition of the pre-World Cup tournament.

The video assistant referee (VAR) again came into the
spotlight as Chile’s Gonzalo Jara was lucky not to be
sent off in the second half. Despite his elbow in the face
of Werner midway through the second half being
reviewed by the VAR, the defender was only booked.

Werner, Stindl and Leon Goretzka all finished with
three goals but RB Leipzig striker Werner took the top
scorer’s prize by virtue of also supplying two assists.

Despite dominating for long spells, Chile failed to
turn 61 percent possession and 20 shots-compared to
the Germans’ eight-into goals.

The South Americans kept the same team which
squeezed past Portugal 3-0 on a penalty shoot out after
a goalless draw in the semi-finals.

Meanwhile, Germany’s only change from the team
which beat Mexico 4-1 in the last four saw defender
Shkodran Mustafi replace Benjamin Henrichs.

Chilean fans turned the Saint Petersburg Stadium
into a sea of red and merciless pressing by La Roja early
on saw Charles Aranguiz and Arturo Vidal cause havoc
in the Germany defence. 

Eduardo Vargas had the first clear shot on 11 minutes
which flew into the grateful arms of Germany goalkeep-
er Marc-Andre ter Stegen.

The South Americans then wasted a golden chance
when Vidal’s shot was blocked by Ter Stegen and Alexis
Sanchez could not connect with the loose ball.

It proved costly as Diaz’s calamitous mistake and
Werner’s quick thinking led to Stindl’s match-winner.

Diaz dithered on the ball on the edge of his own box,
allowing Werner to pounce. He then drew lunging Chile
goalkeeper Claudio Bravo and squared to Stindl, who
tapped home. Having fallen behind, Chile upped the
pressure to force an equaliser which left space at the
back for Germany to counter-attack.

Julian Draxler fired wide of the post, then Goretzka,
who scored twice in the 4-1 semi-final win over Mexico,

wasted a great chance by firing straight at Bravo just
before the break.

Chilean tempers started to fray, and approaching the
hour mark Joshua Kimmich squared up to Vidal, who
pushed the German away. The Bayern Munich team-
mates were both booked.

Then Werner was left clutching his jaw after an elbow
in the face from Jara near the touchline, the Serbian ref-
eree deciding to award a yellow card to the defender
after reviewing the incident.

The South Americans battered the German goal in
the final 20 minutes but Sanchez’s shot was blocked
and Ter Stegen then saved from Eduardo Vargas.

With time running out, both Vidal and substitute
Angelo Sagal fired over the bar, but the German
defence held firm. — AFP

Stindl tap-in wins Germany Confederations Cup

BRISBANE: Former schoolteacher Jeff Horn stunned
world champion Manny Pacquiao to win the World
Boxing Organisation welterweight crown with a contro-
versial unanimous points decision in Brisbane yester-
day. Given no chance by most observers, the 29-year-
old Horn’s ultra-aggressive style rocked Pacquiao, with
the three judges scoring the fight 117-111, 115-113 and
115-113 to the Australian after 12 rounds.

Pacquiao’s camp and observers including Lennox
Lewis slammed the decision, as the eight-weight world
champion said on Filipino TV: “We thought that we won
this fight.”

“There is no problem with me if there’s a rematch,” he
added. “It would be better if the rematch would be held
in the Philippines.”

Pacquiao, 38, is considered one of the greatest fight-
ers of his generation.  His camp had predicted a “short
and sweet” win over Horn, a 2012 Australian Olympian.

But Horn showed no signs of being overawed by the
occasion, relentlessly taking the fight to the Filipino
great and not allowing him to find any rhythm.

“I feel like he couldn’t get a hold of my gap. I was
feinting a lot, trying to upset his rhythm and I think that
was working throughout the majority of that fight,” said
Horn, who stands three-and-a-half inches (nine cm)
taller than Pacquiao.

‘THE JUDGES WERE CRAZY’ 
Pacquiao did manage to land some left jabs in the

opening rounds to take the early points, but Horn
refused to back away and his brawling tactics paid divi-
dends through the middle stages. “He was quick when
he put combinations together but I felt controlling the
gap made it easier to see the punches coming,” Horn

said. “The size difference helped too.” 
Pacquiao, bleeding profusely from cuts high above

both eyes caused by accidental head clashes, launched
a savage counter-attack in the ninth round and
appeared to have Horn in trouble with some massive
blows that left the Australian staggering. 

“The ref came over (at the end of the round) and said
‘show me something or I’ll stop the fight’,” Horn said.

“I thought, ‘Hang on, hold your horses-I’m not that
bad, I can keep going for sure’.”

Horn recovered and came out strongly in the 10th.
“That was just my heart that kept me going,” he said.

“He got me with a couple of good shots and I did go
backwards more in that round than in any other round
in the fight, but I still felt good.

“But I came back in the 10th, 11th and 12th.” Both
fighters began to tire in the final stages of a contest
fought at a breakneck pace, but Horn’s early lead
proved too much to peg back as he claimed the biggest
win of his career.

Pacquiao had been hoping to set up a second big-
money showdown with Floyd Mayweather, but it was
Horn who called for a fight with the unbeaten American
immediately after his win.

Pacquiao’s strength and conditioning coach Justin
Fortune was left fuming by the result, claiming: “The ref-
eree was sketchy, the judges were crazy.”

“Manny lost the fight, but Jeff Horn looks like a
pumpkin,” added Fortune, referring to the badly swollen
face of Horn, who needed stitches over his right eye.

Lewis, the former undisputed world heavyweight
champion, tweeted: “This is what’s wrong with boxing.
Horn was very game but I’m hard pressed to see how he
could have won that fight by any stretch!” — AFP

BRISBANE: Jeff Horn of Australia strikes a pose following his win against Manny Pacquiao of the Philippines in
the World Boxing Organization boat at Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane on Saturday. — AFP

Horn stuns Pacquiao to win 
WBO welterweight crown
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DOHA: In this Thursday Jan  6, 2011 file photo, a traditional dhow floats in the Corniche Bay of Doha, Qatar, with tall buildings of the financial district in the background. — AP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump may accuse
Qatar of sponsoring terrorism, but that did not stop the
wealthy emirate this week from lighting up the Empire State
building in the national colors of his Middle Eastern nation.
Trump-who himself once tried to acquire the Manhattan sky-
scraper-has sided with Saudi Arabia in its increasingly bitter
dispute with Qatar, but Doha has adopted a tactic long used
by its more powerful Saudi neighbor to get its own way, buy-
ing up substantial shares in the US economy as a bulwark
against shifting political sands.   

The iconic 102-story Empire State building was bathed in
the burgundy and white of Qatar Airways, the state flag carri-
er of Qatar, ostensibly to celebrate 10 years of flights into the
United States. Less obvious was the fact that almost a year
ago, the oil and gas-rich emirate purchased a 10-percent,
$622 million stake in the all-American building.

Trump once tried unsuccessfully to seize control of the
building during his heyday as a New York property mogul,
when he still owned the land that the skyscraper stands on.
Last month, Qatar stunned American Airlines with plans to
acquire a 10 percent stake in the world's largest commercial
air carrier. At the same time, it signed a $12 billion contract to
buy 36 F-15 fighter jets from Boeing: A fraction of the $110-

billion arms deal inked when Mr Trump visited Riyadh in May,
but still enough to make US business leaders sit up and listen.
"They have tentacles everywhere, they are amazing," said
Randa Slim, a scholar at the Middle East Institute.

'A listening ear' 
Qatar's greatest international asset, of course, is hosting

the forward headquarters of US Central Command on its soil,
putting the country squarely at the heart of the global US
military footprint. Doha is also home to shiny outposts of
Georgetown University and the Brookings Institution, among
Washington's most prestigious think tanks, which Qatari offi-
cials said should promote the "bright image" of Qatar to the
international media, "especially the American ones." Like
Trump, a property tycoon turned president, Qatari investors
have dived into real estate on four continents, bankrolling
and buying into major developments in Washington, Chicago
and London, where they bought a stake in Heathrow Airport.

Slim said that US concern for Qatar's Al-Udeid Air Base-
which the Americans use to stage operations in Syria,
Afghanistan, Iraq and Yemen-guaranteed that Washington
would give Qatar's position in the crisis considerable weight.
While the president Tweeted about alleged Qatari backing for

Syrian jihadists, his own Defense Department assured Qatar
of continuing US support, while the State Department
rebuked the Saudi coalition for its treatment of the country,
seen by other Gulf states as too close to Iran.

"Definitely, the White House does not seem to be on their
side but you have other powerful agencies that are standing
on their side, at least until now," Slim said. "Even if you have
groups who are arguing for a balanced position in this
administration, I don't see anyone siding with Qatar 100 per-
cent," she added. "Qatar does not have 100 percent support.
Qatar has a listening ear."

Saudi's heavyweight checkbook 
Whatever inroads Doha may have made, Saudi Arabia,

their larger and richer adversary in the crisis, retains a for-
midable position. That kingdom is the second-largest for-
eign supplier of crude oil to the United States, a long-
standing linchpin of US foreign policy and a major backer
of large US corporations.

As Trump prepared to tour the Middle East in May, Riyadh
pledged to pour $20 billion into an infrastructure fund man-
aged by the investment firm Blackstone, whose billionaire
chairman Stephen Schwarzman is a prominent Trump backer.

This came on the heels of $110 billion in arms sales as well as
billions more in deals for General Electric and Lockheed Martin.

On the campaign trail, Trump also praised Saudi investors
for buying his apartments, and he has reportedly incorporat-
ed companies in the kingdom. Meanwhile, the Qataris have
few established business links with the Trump clan if any-but
not for want of effort by the real estate mogul.

"By virtue of their relative size (both geographic and finan-
cial), Qatar will always be weaker," said Robert Blecher, acting
director of the Middle East program at the International Crisis
Group. "But not weak enough to make finances and business
deals the decisive factor in this contretemps." According to
James Jeffrey of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy,
under normal circumstances investments would not factor
into geopolitical considerations.

"When you have a huge strategic problem such as this, the
American position is traditionally, 'We don't care who's
bought shares,'" Jeffrey, a long serving US diplomat in the
Middle East and a former deputy national security advisor to
President George W Bush, told AFP. But he said this particular
White House may be sending the signal that business ties do
count for a great deal. "This administration has given plenty
of indications that that's the way it works," he said. — AFP 

Qatar copies Saudi's 'investment diplomacy'
Nation buying substantial US shares as political bulwark 

NEW YORK: US antitrust regulators have shown
little sympathy thus far for the plight of brick-
and-mortar retailers attempting to merge as a
way to survive, as Amazon and e-commerce roils
the world of shopping. The Federal Trade
Commission last year blocked Staples' attempt to
buy rival Office Depot, rejecting the stationary
chains' arguments that they were fighting for
survival against a growing set of competitors,
including Amazon. The FTC also balked at
Walgreens Boots Alliance' attempted $17.2 bil-
lion acquisition of rival Rite Aid, even after revi-
sions. In the end, the companies on Thursday
spiked the merger in favor of a pared-down
transaction. But regulators have shown little
appetite for taking on Amazon as it has expand-
ed from an online bookseller into a marketplace
for everything from household cleaners to fancy
electronics, as well as a purveyor of critically-
acclaimed and hit movies and television series.

Some are calling for tougher action from US
President Donald Trump, who said during the
presidential campaign that Amazon chief execu-
tive Jeff Bezos has a "huge antitrust problem." Last
week, Trump issued a cryptic tweet that appeared
to question whether Amazon was paying enough
taxes. Trump has also taken issue with the Bezos-
owned Washington Post, which has aggressively
covered the White House. Estimates vary sharply
as to Amazon's exact share on e-commerce. Some
reports have said Amazon's share of the online
market is as high as 50 percent, but others put the
figures much lower. Critics say Amazon should be
required to disclose more detail about its sales.

Dominant player online 
Barry Lynn a leading authority on competition

policy, at the Washington-based New American
Foundation think tank, has called for an antitrust
investigation into Amazon's $13.7 billion Whole
Foods takeover announced in June. "They domi-
nate retail online," Lynn said. "That's huge power
across the part of the economy where all the
future growth will be." And longtime consumer
advocate Ralph Nader said, "With every move of
this Goliath, Amazon is inviting a thorough anti-
trust investigation." "This company is breaking

records for destroying Main Street and hollowing
out communities through such mechanisms as
predatory pricing, and for many years in the past,
avoiding state sales taxes."

Yet some experts are skeptical of an antitrust
case against Amazon. "It's not an antitrust violation
just to be dominant. You have to perpetuate or
attain your dominance through anticompetitive
means," said Daniel Crane, a professor at the
University of Michigan Law School specializing in
antitrust. "Under current US antitrust principals it's
hard to see how anything Amazon is doing really is
a violation of antitrust law. It's not obvious to me."

Regulators thus far have focused on antitrust
in terms of competition between goods, but
whether that focus should shift to competition
between "ecosystems" like Amazon's is a "really
important unanswered question so far," Crane
said. Attorneys representing Staples and Office

Depot said the plight of the companies resem-
bled "penguins on a melting iceberg" as they
faced the looming threat that "Amazon Business"
poses as competitor in business-to-business
office goods sales.

But US District Judge Emmet Sullivan sided
with the FTC, ruling in May 2016 that there was
not enough evidence that Amazon "is likely to
restore lost competition in  the business-to-
business space in a timely and sufficient man-
ner." While Amazon enjoyed "several undisputed
strengths," including brand recognition, cutting
edge innovation and global reach, it has "sever-
al weaknesses" in entering the market, includ-
ing that it has not made many bids in the mar-
ket and had yet to win a primary vendor con-
tract. On Wednesday, Staples agreed to be
bought by private equity firm Sycamore
Partners for $6.9 billion.—AFP

NEW DELHI: India has vowed that a new
nationwide tax will transform the economy
by bringing more businesses into the digi-
tal system and filling state coffers, but for
shopkeeper Sanjay Kumar Rai, who has
never used a computer, the transition is ter-
rifying. Rai is one of hundreds of thousands
of small traders fearful of the goods and
services tax (GST) launched Saturday that
aims to create a single market in place of a
labyrinthine system of more than a dozen
national and state levies.

Under the new regime, businesses
must register with the GST network and
file invoices and tax returns online at least
once a month. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has compared the changes to get-
ting used to a new pair of eye glasses.
Ministers say there will be teething trou-
bles but India's army of small business
owners like Rai are in a digital panic.

At his shoebox-sized stationery store in
central Delhi, Rai carefully notes down all
sales in a traditional thick ledger book in
Hindi. He has no laptop and says he would
not know how to use one if it was placed in
front of him. "I'm uneducated," he told AFP. "I
don't know English. I only know Hindi so
how do I navigate this new system?" Till now
he has made all tax returns on paper. 

In theory, traders like Rai with annual rev-
enues of less than two million rupees
($31,000) do not need to register on the GST
network. However, the bigger clients which
buy paper and pens from him want suppli-
ers to be in the GST system or they will go
elsewhere. The government is pressing for
proof of all sales, regardless of size, so that it
can go after tax cheats. Analysts say the GST
has been set up to force compliance in a
country with a poor tax base and a reputa-
tion for avoidance. "It's a very clever system
design," Credit Suisse managing director
Neelkanth Mishra told AFP. "There will be an

automatic compliance upstream because it's
up to the companies to ensure that all their
suppliers are GST compliant."

Filing fever 
In Rai's case, an accountant client came

to his rescue and completed his online regis-
tration. But the shopkeeper is still not confi-
dent about filing monthly returns under the
new system. "They take out a new law and
then we small people have to find a way to
fit in it," he said. He is not the only one wor-
ried about the massive changes rippling
through India's economy.

Thousands of traders across the country
closed their shutters on the day before the
launch to protest against the tax. Vijay
Prakash Jain, secretary general of the
Bhartiya Udyog Vyapar Mandal, a national
traders association, was among those sup-
porting the strike. "The rules and regulations
are complicated and hard-hitting and we,
especially small businesses, can never com-
ply," he told AFP. "Earlier we filed returns
once a quarter but now we have to file three
returns a month and that's 37 in a year," he
said. "Plus the government wants everything
done online. Less than two percent of the
country's 60 million traders may have com-
puters. Where is a small trader going to get a
computer from?"

Bhartiya Udyog Vyapar Mandal has
asked the government to reduce the filings
to once a quarter and to let businesses file
manually. Ruling BJP party chief Amit Shah
said this weekend that changes could be
made to the tax law. Ratings agency ICRA
said the transition would reduce the com-
petitiveness of the informal sector in favor
of organized business. "Nevertheless,
higher compliance is expected to boost
the tax base and the revenues of the cen-
tral and state governments over the medi-
um term," it said. —AFP

Little India struggles 
with tax revolution

Antitrust crackdown on Amazon? Not so far

SEATTLE: In this Thursday, April 27, 2017, file photo, people walk past an Amazon Go store, current-
ly open only to Amazon employees. — AP 
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Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.727
Indian Rupees 4.729
Pkistani Rupees 2.900
Srilankan Rupees 1.985
Nepali Rupees 2.955
Singapore Dollar 220.650
Hongkong Dollar 39.043
Bangladesh Taka 3.765
Philippine Peso 6.084
Thai Baht 8.990

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.254
Qatari Riyal 83.688
Omani Riyal 791.320
Bahraini Dinar 809.090
UAE Dirham 82.959

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.350
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.760
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.223
Tunisian Dinar 125.050
Jordanian Dinar 429.540
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.030
Syrian Lira 2.171
Morocco Dirham 31.719

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 304.500
Euro 341.340
Sterling Pound 389.760
Canadian dollar 231.210
Turkish lira 87.250

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 313.920
Australian Dollar 233.090
US Dollar Buying 303.300

GOLD
20 Gram 254.110
10 Gram 129.970
5 Gram 65.830

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate
US Dollar 304.150
Canadian Dolla 230.815
Sterling Pound 389.365
Euro 340.715
Swiss Frank 298.260
Bahrain Dinar 806.705
UAE Dirhams 83.205
Qatari Riyals 84.425
Saudi Riyals 82.000
Jordanian Dinar 428.895
Egyptian Pound 16.937
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.986
Indian Rupees 4.720
Pakistani Rupees 2.900
Bangladesh Taka 3.771
Philippines Pesso 6.077
Cyprus pound 167.850
Japanese Yen 3.720
Syrian Pound 2.420
Nepalese Rupees 3.953
Malaysian Ringgit 71.970

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.389793 0.399793
Czech Korune 0.005277 0.017277
Danish Krone 0.042663 0.047663
Euro 0. 342319 0.351319
Norwegian Krone 0.032365 0.037585
Romanian Leu 0.084208 0.084208
Slovakia 0.009074 0.019074
Swedish Krona 0.032023 0.037023
Swiss Franc 0.311103 0.322103
Turkish Lira 0.081312 0.091612

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.228305 0.240305
New Zealand Dollar 0.216967 0.226467

America
Canadian Dollar 0.229183 0.238183
Georgina Lari 0.137234 0.137234
US Dollars 0.299750 0.304170
US Dollars Mint 0.300250 0.304170

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003426 0.004010
Chinese Yuan 0.043378 0.046878
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037066 0.039816

Indian Rupee 0.004208 0.004896
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002634 0.002814
Kenyan Shilling 0.002988 0.002988
Korean Won 0.000256 0.000271
Malaysian Ringgit 0.067329 0.073329
Nepalese Rupee 0.002972 0.003142
Pakistan Rupee 0.002711 0.003001
Philippine Peso 0.005984 0.006284
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.215633 0.225633
South African Rand 0.017391 0.025891
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001605 0.002185
Taiwan 0.009727 0.009907
Thai Baht 0.008634 0.009184

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.798548 0.807046
Egyptian Pound 0.015184 0.021092
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000189 0.000249
Jordanian Dinar 0.423957 0.432957
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000156 0.000256
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019743 0.043743
Nigerian Naira 0.001255 0.001890
Omani Riyal 0.782800 0.788480
Qatar Riyal 0.079170 0.084110
Saudi Riyal 0.079940 0.081240
Syrian Pound 0.001288 0.001508
Tunisian Dinar 0.122374 0.130374
Turkish Lira 0.081312 0.091612
UAE Dirhams 0.081302 0.083002
Yemeni Riyal 0.000988 0.001068

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.975
Thai Bhat 9.945
Turkish Lira 86.795

NBK WEEKLY REPORT

The second half of 2017 seems to be taking
the shape of nonconsensual Fed members
views over the current state of the US

economy. Whether St. Louis Fed Bullard reiterat-
ing his views that “the current level of the policy
rate was appropriate given the current macro-
economic environment, some Fed members
have started doubting the idea that US inflation
is reliably returning toward the set target. Over
the size of the Fed balance sheet, there at least
seems to be a consensus to be prudent to
announce a balance-sheet adjustment anytime
soon and any decision is likely to be pushed
toward the end of the summer. 

With the market more and more unconvinced
about a much higher terminal Fed Funds rate in
the US and with a honeymoon period likely to
continue in Europe, we are likely to witness a
continuation of the US dollar meltdown in the
second half of 2017, with a risk of higher lower
yielding currencies that have been shunned in
the past three years. Should market expectations
about ECB tightening rise much further as they
did this week, this would likely tighten financial
conditions in the Euro area and push the curren-
cy higher against the Dollar. More global central
banks seem to be jumping on the tightening
wagon by changing their view. Whether the
Bank of Canada, the Bank of England and the
ECB; allhave helped weakening the US dollar by
sending the Euro, Canadian dollar and Pound
higher this week. 

On the foreign exchange side, the US dollar
index extended its recent losses almost day by
day after recent prospects of monetary tighten-
ing emerging at both the European Central Bank
and the Bank of England. The index lost 1.56% of
it’s value during the week. The DXY depreciated
to its weakest level since October 2016 on
Thursday, falling to 95.50. The dollar was on
course for its worst quarter in seven years on
Friday, recovering only marginally against major
peers. The index opened on Monday at 97.254
and ended its weekly session at 95.66.  

Last week, the single currency began its
upward momentum on Tuesday when ECB’s
President Draghi presented an optimistic view
of the Eurozone economy, and put a positive
spin on inflation, stating that “deflationary
forces have been replaced by reflationary ones.”
Moreover, Draghi mentioned that the loose
monetary policy was needed for now, but
would be gradually withdrawn once inflation
moved higher. The EUR/USD on Thursday was
elevated to new highs for the year at 1.1445.
The pair opened the week at 1.1196 and closed
on Friday at 1.1427.

In terms of the British Pound, the GBP/USD
started the week at 1.2739 and was in consolida-
tion mode until Wednesday. The Sterling pound
gained support on Wednesday by the head of
the BoE Mark Carney who stated that that rais-
ing interest rates in the UK in the next few
months could become more appropriate and
tolerance for higher inflation from the MPC
could soon start to disappear. At the end of the
week, GBP/USD soared to 6 weeks high amid
growing expectations that interest rates could
soon rise, while political uncertainty following
the election fades. In Commodities, oil has deliv-
ered a 5% gain this week, with prices gaining
support from government data that showed a
drop off in US gasoline supplies, which have pre-
viously remained stubbornly high, leaving to a
close firmly above $45.

Fed voices concerns about 
assets valuations levels

Fed Chair Yellen didn’t give any indications
this week whether the current policy tightening
has changed, saying “we’ve made very clear that
we think it will be appropriate to the attainment
of our goals to raise interest rates very gradually.”
The caveat was when she said that asset valua-
tions, by some measures, “look high, but there’s
no certainty about that”.  In parallel, Fed Vice
Chairman Fischer said that rising valuations in
equities and other segments of the global mar-
ket are partly explain by a brighter economic
outlook, but also by elevated risk appetite.
Fischer also warned against complacency. “So
far, the evidently high risk appetite has not led
to increased leverage across the financial sys-
tem, but close monitoring is warranted.” 

No consensus over the 
current state of the economy

On the current state of the economy, San
Francisco Fed President Williams said that “the
US economy has regained, and even surpassed,

full employment benchmarks. “Although our
inflation rate is still somewhat below our 2%
medium-term target, I and my colleagues on the
Federal Open Market Committee expect us to
reach that goal in the next year or so”.

On the lesser bright side, Philadelphia Fed
President Harker also was on the wires, saying he
thought the central bank may have to rethink its
plans for hiking interest rates if US inflation con-
tinues to wane. “My forecast is for the ceasing of
reinvestment of bond profits this year and possi-
bly one more rate increase, but if we start to see
inflation continue to deteriorate ... then I would
revisit that. We have to be open to that.” 

Bleak data 
The US consumer confidence index rose to

118.9 in June, up from 117.6 previously while
estimates were for 116. The improvement was
driven by the present situation component,
which increased to 146.3 from 140.6, while the
expectations index declined to 100.6 from 102.3
last month.  The Richmond Fed manufacturing
index also rose to 7 in June, up from 1 in May
and above the consensus estimate for 5. Looking
at the details, the subcomponents for shipments
and new orders increased. Employment was rel-
atively flat On the brighter side, US first quarter
GDP was revised up to a 1.4% while consensus
was for a 1.2%. This is twice the growth rate of
the original print for the first quarter, which
came in at 0.7%. There were revisions through-
out the report but the biggest changewas in
consumption, which was revised up to 1.1%
from 0.6%. Investment was lower from 4.8% to
3.7%, mostly reflecting business spending.

EUROPE & UK
Changing Tone at the ECB

This week, ECB President Draghi decided to
rock the boat saying that “the global recovery is
firming and broadening” and that a “key issue
facing policymakers is ensuring that this nascent
growth becomes sustainable”. However, he said
that “inflation dynamics remain more muted
than one would expect”, citing external price
shocks and more slack in the labor market.
Draghi thinks that these effects are only tempo-
rary in nature and “should not cause inflation to
deviate from its trend over the medium term”.  In
parallel, ECB Governing Council member Jens
Weidmann was more upbeat saying that “citi-
zens must be able to rely on the Governing
Council to expeditiously end its expansive mon-
etary policy if it is necessary from the point of
view of price stability”. 

We have to make it clear that we are guided
by monetary policy considerations alone and
that the finance ministers have to cope with ris-
ing financing costs of public budgets” when ECB
exits its “very loose monetary policy.” He added
that the ECB council hasn’t discussed a possible

extension of the bond-buying program and that
the ECB should look at the “exit from the very
loose monetary policy” if economic growth and
inflation develop as expected. 

Europe’s manufacturing on Fire
French real GDP grew more than expected

in the first quarter and rose 0.5%, up from 0.4%
previously and above estimates for 0.4%. With
this figures, the expected growth of 1.5% for
the whole of 2017 would be the strongest
since 2011. Moreover, the preliminary manu-
facturing PMI also surprised to the upside and
rose to 55 in June, while the services PMI
declined to 55.3, down from 57.2. Nonetheless,
the PMI data suggests that the French econo-
my continues its  recover y.  A breakdown
showed that firms expanded their payrolls the
most since August 2008. 

In Germany, the preliminary manufacturing
PMI declined less than expected to 59.3 in June,
down from 59.5 in May whereas consensus was
for 59. Strong demand from Europe, America
and Asia translated into growth in new orders
for the sixth time in seven months. New orders
grew at the fastest pace since March 2011.
Moreover, the services PMI declined more than
expected to 53.7, down from 55.4 and below the
consensus estimate for 55.4. 

Raising rates at the worst time?
According to Bank of England Governor

Carney, the MPC may need to begin raising
interest rates in the coming months. “Some
removal of monetary stimulus is l ikely to
become necessary if the trade-off facing the
MPC continues to lessen and the policy decision
accordingly becomes more conventional.” 

To reiterate the point, BoE’s Chief Economist
Andrew Haldane said that “we need to look seri-
ously at the possibility of raising interest rates to
keep the lid on those cost of living increases. For
now we are happy with where the rates are, we
need to be vigilant for what happens next.” He
noted that weak pay growth has repeatedly sur-
prised the BoE. He added that policy makers are
watching for signs of a pickup in wages and that
weak productivity is helping to suppress pay. He
reiterated that any policy tightening will be lim-
ited and gradual. 

On the economic data side, the GfK con-
sumer confidence index fell to -10 in June,
lower than the consensus estimate of -7 and
down from -5 in May. It was the lowest reading
since last July’s -12 shortly after the UK’s EU
referendum. According to the report, “strong
consumer spending has propped up the econ-
omy since last June, but now the twin pres-
sures of higher prices and sluggish wage
growth are squeezing household finance and
adding to widespread fears  of  a  Brexit-
induced economic slowdown.

TEHRAN: French energy giant Total will
finally sign its multi-billion-dollar agree-
ment to develop an Iranian offshore gas
field today, the oil ministry said, in the
biggest foreign deal since sanctions were
eased last year. “The international agree-
ment for the development of phase 11 of
South Pars will be signed today in the pres-
ence of the oil ministry and managers of
Total, the Chinese company CNPC and
Iranian company Petropars,” a ministry
spokesman told AFP. 

Total signed a preliminary deal with Iran
in November, taking a 50.1 percent stake in
the $4.8 billion (4.2 billion euro) project.
China National Petroleum Corporation
(CNPC) will own 30 percent and Petropars
19.9 percent. Total will put in an initial $1
billion for the first stage of the 20-year proj-
ect.  The gas produced will “feed into the
domestic Iranian market starting from
2021,” a Total spokesman told AFP in Paris.

He said the company would “implement
the project with the strictest respect for
national and international law”. The con-
tract was initially due to be signed in early
2017, but CEO Patrick Pouyanne said in
February that Total would wait to see
whether the US administration of President
Donald Trump re-imposed sanctions on
Iran. Trump threatened during his cam-
paign to tear up the landmark accord
between Iran and six world powers that
came into force in January 2016 and eased
sanctions in exchange for curbs to Tehran’s
nuclear program. 

His administration has taken a tough
line on Iran and imposed fresh sanctions
related to its ballistic missile program and
military activities in the region. But the
White House has kept the nuclear deal
alive, continuing to waive the relevant
sanctions every few months as required

under the agreement. It is partway through
a 90-day review on whether to uphold the
deal, although any move to abandon it
would be strongly opposed by the other
signatories-Britain, France, Germany, China
and Russia. 

Return to Iran 
Today’s signing will mark Total’s return

to Iran, which has the second-largest gas
reserves and fourth-largest oil reserves in
the world.  The French firm led develop-
ment of phases two and three of South
Pars in the 1990s and had signed up to
develop phase 11 back in 2009. 

But it was forced to abandon its projects
in Iran in 2012 when France joined
European Union partners in imposing sanc-
tions, including an oil embargo, over the
country’s nuclear program. Iran’s oil officials
have been keen to attract Western invest-
ment and know-how to improve the coun-
try’s outdated energy infrastructure. Iran
has also signed preliminary agreements
with Shell and Russia’s Gazprom to develop
oil and gas projects. 

Such deals have not been without con-
troversy in Iran, which has bitter memories
of exploitation and interventions driven by
foreign oil interests. Conservatives criti-
cized the move to award tenders to foreign
firms last year. That forced the oil ministry
to confirm that domestic conglomerates,
including one controlled by the elite
Revolutionary Guards, would be allowed to
compete. The first stage of the new 20-year
project at South Pars will cost around $2
billion and consist of 30 wells and two well-
head platforms connected to existing
onshore treatment facilities. The site will
eventually pump 50.9 million cubic meters
(1.8 billion cubic feet) of gas per day into
Iran’s national grid. —AFP 

KUWAIT: Standard and Poor’s (S&P) Global
Ratings has revised the outlook of Gulf
Bank’s Credit rating to “Positive”  from
“Stable” and affirms its A-/A-2 long and
short-term counterparty credit ratings on
the Bank. S&P Global Ratings announced in
its recent research update of Gulf Bank that
the Bank has improved its capitalization
and reduced the risk on its loan book over
the past three years. They now believe the
bank can maintain a risk-adjusted capital
(RAC) ratio above 10%, assuming a normal-
izing cost of risk, a marginal improvement
in margins, and growth of more than 5% in
lending over the next two years.

In addition, Gulf Bank has continued
with initiatives to improve its risk profile.
The Bank has made visible progress in
resolving its large legacy problems as
shown by recoveries on old problem loans
in 2016. S&P Global Ratings affirmed their
ratings because of Gulf Bank’s business
position and stability, derived from its sta-
tus as the fourth-largest commercial bank
in Kuwait. Gulf Bank has market shares in
loans and deposits of close to 10% and is

improving its revenue mix. In S&P’s view,
the Bank has delivered on its commitment
to turn around its business model since the
global turmoil in 2009.

Gulf Bank’s funding and liquidity profile
will remain resilient to the low oil-price envi-
ronment and support our ratings, said S&P
Global Ratings. The bank’s broad liquid assets
sufficiently cover short-term wholesale fund-
ing needs. The ratings continue to reflect S&P
Global Rating’s view of Gulf Bank’s high sys-
temic importance in Kuwait and the Kuwaiti
authorities’ highly supportive stance toward
the banking sector. As a result, the long-term
rating on Gulf Bank benefits from three
notches of uplift, reflecting their view of a
high likelihood of extraordinary government
support for the bank if needed.

The positive outlook reflects a one-in-
three likelihood that Gulf Bank will maintain
the positive momentum in capital and risk
over the next 24 months. S&P mentioned
that the rating of the Bank will be raised if
the RAC ratio sustainably exceeds 10%,
most likely through improved capital gen-
eration and moderate dividends.

A turning point for Europe

This file photo taken on March 12, 2017 shows an Iranian laborer walking the plat-
form of the oil facility in the Khark Island, on the shore of the Gulf. — AFP 

French energy giant Total 
to sign major Iran gas deal
Biggest foreign deal since sanctions lifted

Standard and Poor’s revises GBK’s 
outlook to ‘positive’ from ‘stable’ 
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BOURSA KUWAIT MONTHLY REPORT

Boursa Kuwait ended June in the
red zone. The Price Index
closed at 6,762.82 points, down

by 0.33% compared to the closings of
the month before, the Weighted
Index decreased by 1.27% after clos-
ing at 399.33 points, whereas the
KSX-15 Index closed at 910.10 points
decreasing by 0.62%. Furthermore,
last month’s average turnover
decreased by 35.91%, compared to
the preceding month, reaching K.D
8.38 million, whereas trading volume
average was 40.81 million shares,
recording a decrease of 65.65%.

Boursa Kuwait ended last month’s
trading with various losses to its three
indices, compared to May closings,
amid the selling trend that the mar-
ket witnessed during most of the dai-
ly sessions of the week, which includ-
ed many listed stocks and headed by
the leading and heavy stocks, which
had a clear impact on the Weighted
and KSX-15 indices in particular, the
most declining indices by the end of
the month.

The Boursa recorded its losses in
parallel with the noticeable decrease
in the trading activity, as the total
cash liquidity during the month
declined to reach KD 150.80 million
only, while the volume dropped to
reach 734.50 million stock.  The mar-
ket witnessed such performance in
light of the traders’ refrain from trad-
ing during this period, due to the
absence of any positive motivator that
can return the lost confidence in the
market, which negatively affected the
daily trading indicators, that in turn
declined compared to May’s trading.

Moreover, the selling operations
witnessed by the market during the
last month included many l isted
stocks of different sectors, especially
in the Health Care and Consumer
Services sectors, the most declining
sectors during the month of June.  On
the contrary, the purchasing opera-
tions were not absent from influenc-
ing the trading behavior in the
Boursa during the month, as it was
present in few sessions and were able
to push the indices to realize some
daily gains,  however it  were not

enough to push the market indices to
close in the green zone on the
monthly level.

In addition, the Boursa lost around
KD 317 million last month, as the
market capitalization reached KD
26.53 bil l ion by the end of June,
down by 1.18% compared to its level

in May, where it was KD 26.85 billion.
On an annual level, the market cap for
the listed companies in the market
recorded a growth of 4.43% com-
pared to its value at end of 2016,
where it reached KD 25.41 billion.

On the other hand, the first half
period of the current year had ended

by the end of June, as the Boursa
ended this period with limited gains
to its three indices, whereas the Price
Index recorded an increase of 3.49%
since the beginning of the current
year, and the Weighted Index record-
ed a growth of 3.53%, while the
increase in the KSX-15 Index since the

beginning of the year reached 3.49%.
As by the end of the last month, the
Boursa will  enter a new phase of
watch state waiting for the listed
companies results to be disclosed for
the first half of the current year, which
will  define to a great extent the
investors’ plans in the Boursa for the
coming period, where it is expected
to be announced during the few
coming weeks. For the annual per-
formance, the Price Index ended last
month recording 17.65% annual gain
compared to its closing in 2016, while
the Weighted Index increased by
5.06%, and the KSX-15 recorded
2.83% growth.

Sectors’ Indices
Eight of Boursa Kuwait sectors

ended last month in the red zone,
while the other four recorded
increases. The Oil & Gas sector head-
ed the losers list as its index declined
by 8.07% to end the month’s activity
at 968.80 points.  The Consumer
Goods sector was second on the los-
ers’ l ist,  which index declined by
5.60%, closing at 1,084.21 points, fol-
lowed by the Financial Services sec-
tor,  as its index closed at 675.99
points at a loss of 3.56%. The
Telecommunications sector was the
least declining as its index closed at

603.50 points with a 0.18% decrease.
On the other hand, last month’s high-
est gainer was the Health Care sector,
achieving 15.31% growth rate as its
index closed at 1,605.16 points.
Whereas, in the second place, the
Consumer Services sector ’s index
closed at 1,055.63 points recording
10.26% increase. The Insuranse sec-
tor was the least growing as its index
closed at 1,071.21 points with a
0.36% increase.

Sectors’ Activity
The Financial Services sector dom-

inated a total trade volume during
the last month of 243.92 mill ion
shares changing hands, representing
33.21% of the total market trading
volume. The Banks sector was second
in terms of trading volume as the sec-
tor’s traded shares were 24.62% of
last month’s total trading volume,
with a total of 180.87 million shares.
On the other hand, the Banks sector’s
stocks were the highest traded in
terms of value; with a turnover of KD
61.30 mill ion or 40.65% of last
month’s total market trading value.
The Industrial sector took the second
place as the sector ’s last month
turnover of KD 34.38 million repre-
senting 22.80% of the total market
trading value.

Boursa ends June in the red zone

BERLIN: With an eye on anti-globalization
protests brewing in Hamburg before this
week ’s G20 summit,  Chancellor Angela
Merkel said yesterday leaders will have to
focus on sustainable and inclusive econom-
ic growth rather than their own prosperity.
In her weekly podcast, the German chancel-
lor said this year’s G20 summit will delve
into issues championed by protesters such
as distribution of wealth and consumption
of resources - alongside related issues like
climate change, free markets, consumer
protection and upholding social standards.

Tens of thousands of demonstrators
marched against the meeting in the rain in
Hamburg yesterday in a prelude to the July
7-8 gathering, where 21,000 police from
across Germany will protect the meetings of
the world’s 20 largest economies. “It’s not
only going to be about (economic) growth
but rather sustainable growth,” Merkel said.
“We’ve got to have a ‘win-win’ situation for
everyone. The issues obviously revolve
around: how do we achieve inclusive or sus-
tainable growth?”

Merkel, seeking a fourth term in a Sept.
24 election, outlined the issues as: “What are

we doing with our resources? What are the
rules for distribution of wealth? How many
people are taking part? And how many
countries are able to profit from that?”
Without mentioning the protests that have
German security officials worried about pos-
sible acts of sabotage this week in the coun-
try’s second-largest city, Merkel noted that
these non-traditional issues were forced
onto the G20 agenda.

“If we simply try to carry on as we have in
the past, the worldwide developments will
definitely not be sustainable and inclusive,”
she said. “We need the climate protection
agreement, open markets and improved
trade agreements in which consumer pro-
tection, social and environmental standards
are upheld.” In a speech to parliament last
week, Merkel promised to fight for free trade
and press on with multilateral efforts to
combat climate change at the summit, chal-
lenging the “America First” policies of US
President Donald Trump.

Deep divisions 
The G20 meeting follows a G7 summit in

Sicily a month ago that exposed deep divi-

sions between other Western countries and
Trump on climate change, trade and migra-
tion. Trump later announced he was pulling
the United States out of a landmark agree-
ment to combat climate change reached in
2015 in Paris. German authorities are brac-
ing for trouble in Hamburg, worried that the
protests could turn violent as they did out-
side a G8 summit in Genoa, Italy in 2001
when one person was shot dead and hun-
dreds injured.

The German Federal Crime Office warned
that violent G20 opponents could carry out
arson and sabotage at infrastructure targets
such as the Hamburg harbour and airport,
newspaper Welt am Sonntag said yesterday.
“New and creative forms of attack have to
be watched out for,” the repor t said.  I t
added Hamburg police are bracing for
attempts by activists to disrupt electrical
power in Hamburg.

Yesterday’s demonstration was organized
by a group called “Protest Wave G20”, with
50,000 to 100,000 protesters expected on
an afternoon march through the city centre.
Other demonstrations this week are called
“Welcome to Hell” and “G20 Not Welcome”. 

Merkel believes growth must be 
inclusive, anti-G20 protests begin

HAMBURG: Protestors with masks of politicians (L-R) EU Foreign minister Frederica Mogherini, British Prime Minister
Theresa May, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, US President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin drink
cocktails in a boat on the Alster river during a demonstration called by several NGOs ahead of the G20 summit. —AFP

LONDON: Britain said yesterday it is to with-
draw from a 50-year-old agreement allowing
some foreign countries to fish close to the UK
coastline, fulfilling a key Brexit pledge. The
deal pre-dates Britain’s EU membership and
would therefore still have applied after the UK
completes its divorce with the bloc, expected
in March 2019. Britain will trigger today a two-
year withdrawal period from the agreement,
the London Fisheries Convention.

The convention allows vessels from five
European countries-Belgium, France,
Germany, Ireland and the Netherlands—to
fish within an area that is six miles off the UK’s
coastline. “Leaving the London Fisheries
Convention is an important moment as we
take back control of our fishing policy,”
Environment Secretary Michael Gove said in a
statement. The agreement is in force along-
side the EU’s Common Fisheries Policy-allow-
ing vessels from EU member states to fish
between 12 and 200 nautical miles off the UK-
which Britain will be excluded from after its
exit from the bloc.

“This is an historic first step towards

building a new domestic fishing policy as
we leave the European Union,” Gove said. “It
means for the first time in more than 50
years we will be able to decide who can
access our waters.” According to govern-
ment figures, British vessels caught 708,000
tons of fish in 2015, worth £775 million ($1
billion, 894 million euros).

Other members of the convention landed
an estimated 10,000 tons of fish in British
waters. Ireland’s Agriculture Minister Michael
Creed blasted the UK’s government decision
as “unwelcome and unhelpful”. “Brexit poses
very serious challenges to the seafood sector
and this announcement will form part of the
negotiations,” he added. Fishing rights
became a hot topic during the campaign for
the June 2016 Brexit referendum, with British
fishermen voicing frustration over EU fishing
quotas. Leading Brexit campaigner Nigel
Farage even led a small flotilla of fishermen
up the Thames a week before the referen-
dum, arguing Britain’s fishing industry was
“literally being destroyed” as a result of EU
membership. —AFP

UK fulfills key Brexit pledge
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NEW YORK: After buying big American brands
like Apple, Pepsi and Yahoo!, activist sharehold-
ers - investors in search of big dividends - now
are setting their sights on European companies
like Nestle. “No company is really immune from
activism except perhaps for the very largest
companies,” says Gregory Taxin, managing direc-
tor of Spotlight Advisory, a consulting firm for
activists.

The favored targets of activists, said corpo-
rate attorney David Katz, at Wachtell, Lipton,
Rosen & Katz, are “companies that have a lot of
cash that haven’t been returned to sharehold-
ers.” In announcing plans last week to buy $3.5
billion of Nestle shares, US billionaire Daniel

Loeb revealed the European ambitions of these
investors with bulging wallets who say they
want to restore power to shareholders.

In addition to cost-cutting, Loeb is asking
Nestle to sell its historic stake in L’Oreal in order
to boost the share price and dividends. “L’Oreal
has been a fantastic investment,” Loeb’s spokes-
woman Elissa Doyle told AFP. However, it is “a
non-core investment for a primarily Food &
Beverage and packaged goods business.” In the
wake of Loeb’s move, Nestle announced the
acquisition of $21 billion of its own shares, which
should boost the stock price. But Katz said, “I do
not know if this will be enough to remove the
pressure.”

Saturated market 
Loeb is not the first US activist to go after a

foreign giant. His compatriot Nelson Peltz,
through his investment fund Trian Partners,
holds a stake in the French yogurt-maker
Danone. And Paul Singer has invested, via his
Elliott Management fund, in South Korea’s
Samsung, the Australian-British mining group
BHP Billiton and the Bank of East Asia.

All want the same thing: quick returns on
investment by requiring cost-cutting, asset sales
or share buyback programs. And when they do
not succeed, these activists usually engage in
high profile media campaigns. And they often
win.  More than 2,900 activist campaigns have

been recorded in the United States since
2010, including 645 in 2016 alone, accord-
ing to FTI Consulting. Most sectors of the
economy are affected. But “the US market
remains crowded and generally overval-
ued, (so) activist investors will continue to
focus their sights on foreign jurisdictions,
including not only Europe, but Australia
and Asia as well,” says Andrew Freedman,
co-head of the Shareholder Activism group
at the Olshan Frome Wolosky law firm. 

“The type of corporate self-reflection
occurring in the US is happening to a much
lesser degree in Europe, leaving more
opportunities at European companies for
activist investors to catalyze value cre-
ation.” Dan Zacchei, one of the leaders of
Sloane & Company, a firm advising
activists, said Europe is attractive because
of friendly laws and many companies do
not have deterrent measures against
potential predators.

“European companies have less strin-
gent corporate defenses and may be more
shareholder (or in this case activist share-
holder) friendly,” he said. The Continent
also is in the midst of political stabilization
with the start of negotiations on Brexit,
while in the United States there remain
questions about the major reforms-tax cuts

and infrastructure investment-promised by
Donald Trump. To succeed in Europe, how-
ever, activists will have to deal with strong
trade unions and government interven-
tions, which is rarely the case in the United
States. 

“Activist investors do not invest in a
company to immediately go hostile or start
a proxy contest. Their hope is for a real,
behind-the-scenes dialogue with receptive
management and to only escalate the situ-
ation publicly if the company is unwilling
to engage or consider recommended
change,” says Freedman, whose law firm
has set up an action plan to help activists in
their campaigns in Ireland, the United
Kingdom and France in particular. 

Zacchei cautions that communicating
their goals to pension funds can pose a real
challenge for these investors, who need to
understand what issues they care about
most. “It’s not dissimilar to a political candi-
date from the (US) northeast having to find
a way to connect with voters in the heart-
land,” he said. Even that may not be
enough. The Elliott fund recently failed to
convince the Dutch group Akzo Nobel, in
which it has become a shareholder, to
merge with the American PPG Industries,
despite its pressure. — AFP 

EU: New hunting ground for US investors

BERLIN: The global headquarters of online food ordering and delivery giant Delivery
Hero, in Berlin on June 27, 2017. Germany-based online food ordering service
‘Delivery Hero’ plans a Frankfurt stock market flotation on June 30, 2017 saying
investors’ cash will help it expand further around the world. —AFP 
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After reporting muted perform-
ance for the previous two
months, TASI bounced 8.1% dur-

ing June-17 recording the best monthly
performance in the GCC after global
index compiler MSCI said it would con-
sider Saudi Arabia for an upgrade to
emerging market status. In addition,
the elevation of Deputy Crown Prince,
Mohammed bin Salman, to the post of
Crown Prince also provided cheers to
the market that surged more than 3%
after the news. The new crown prince is
said to be the architect of the ongoing
Saudi reforms and his elevation pro-
vides a big boost to the reform process
and encouragement for the speed of
diversification efforts in the Kingdom. 

On the other hand, softer oil prices
that was down more than 8% during
the month, added bearish pressure on
the markets although other positive
factors muted the impact. Also, the
ongoing diplomatic issues concerning
Qatar and other GCC members affected
the performance of the Qatari
exchange that declined by 8.8% during
the month, making it the worst per-
forming market in the region. On the
economic front, the second rate hike
for 2017 announced by the US Fed dur-
ing mid-June was followed by an equiv-
alent repo rate hike in UAE, reverse
repo rate hike in Saudi Arabia and poli-
cy interest rate hike in Bahrain. Kuwait
skipped a rate hike for the first time
since 2015 citing marginal economic
growth in the country due to lower oil
prices. 

Globally, markets remained positive
with a gain of almost 1% for MSCI
World and for the US equity market.
The MSCI GCC index also gained 4.9%
during the month following solid gains
in Saudi Arabia and marginal gains in
the UAE. Market activity declined in
most of the GCC markets, with overall
value traded in the region receding
14% to USD 20.0 Bn. Higher trading in
Qatar due to selling pressure and mar-
ginal gains in Abu Dhabi, failed to offset
the decline in trading in the GCC.

Saudi Arabia Tadawul
Arabia recorded best monthly per-

formance in seven months after a wave
of positive developments during June-
17 provided a boost to investor senti-
ments in an otherwise muted month of
Ramadan. The benchmark TASI Index
surged 8.1% during the month to reach
a 21- month high level of 7,425.72
points. The news that MSCI would con-
sider Saudi Arabia for an upgrade to
emerging market pushed TASI by 5.5%
on the day of the announcement, the
largest single-day gain in the index in
almost a year. In addition, the MSCI
announcement was preceded by news
of elevation of Deputy Crown Prince,
Mohammed bin Salman, to the post of
Crown Prince that also provided cheers
to the market pushing indices by more
than 3%. Total gains post the aforemen-
tioned announcements during the sec-
ond half of the month was close to 9%,
pushing YTD-17 gains to 3.0% for TASI. 

The new crown prince is said to be
the architect of the ongoing Saudi
reforms and his elevation provides a
big boost to the reform process and
encouragement for the speed of diver-
sification efforts in the Kingdom. The
selection of the new crown prince also
ends any doubts over the continuation
of the new policies and the reform
process in the Kingdom, specifically the
Vision 2030 program, and provides
long term visibility in investment in key
economic areas, especially the non-oil
sectors. Moreover, banks are said to be
the biggest beneficiary of the reform
process in the Kingdom as the reform
process would require funding from
banks. This resulted in the second
biggest monthly gain of 12.9% for the
Banking index as all the listed banks in
the Kingdom recorded gains during the
month. Moreover, amongst the banks,
NCB is expected to get a bigger share
of funding for non-oil sector, and as a
result, shares of the bank witnessed the
biggest monthly gain of 27.64% push-
ing its share price to SAR 53.11, the
highest closing level in 18-months. 

Furthermore, according to the MSCI
announcement, 32 large-cap Saudi-list-
ed stocks could potentially gain the
emerging market status post the
Kingdom’s inclusion which is said to
happen earliest by 2019 if all the
requirements are met. This would result
in a weight of 2.4% for Saudi Arabia in
the index. However, this excludes the
planned listing of Aramco that could
double the Kingdom’s weight in the
index. In addition, the expected MSCI
upgrade along with a successful
upgrade from FTSE in September-17 to
secondary emerging market status,
could attract passive funds in excess of
USD 50 Bn in the Kingdom. 

Trading activity on the exchange
took a hit during June-17 due to the
lesser number of trading days (16 days
in June-17 as compared to 23 days in
May-17) as well as due to the month of
Ramadan. Total volume traded
declined 30% to reach 2.9 Bn shares as
compared to 4.1 Bn shares during the
previous month. Total value traded also
declined but a much lower pace of 15%
to reach SAR 54.7 Bn as compared to
SAR 64.6 Bn during May-17. However,
average daily value traded surged 22%
to SAR 3.4 Bn during the month due to
the holidays. SABIC topped the month-
ly value chart with SAR 8.1 Bn worth of
trades during the month followed by

Alinma Bank and Dar al Arkan Real
Estate with SAR 7.9 Bn and SAR 7.5 Bn
worth of trades in these stocks, respec-
tively. Savola was the second-biggest
monthly gainer during the month, after
NCB, with a surge of 22.6% followed by
SABB and Al Marai with monthly gains
of 19.8% and 18.6%, respectively. The
Food and Beverage index topped
monthly index performance with a gain
of 16.2% during the month.

Abu Dhabi Stock Exchange report 
The ADX index ended flat during

June-17 to close at 4,425.4 points after
reaching a monthly peak of 4,537.6
points (+2.5% MTD) by mid month. The
index direction was mostly downwards
during the second half of the month
primarily due to weak trends in the
banking stocks. This was also reflected
in the 1.3% decline in the banking
index with merely two banks recording
gain in share priced during June- 17.
Within the sector, Commercial Bank
International saw the steepest decline
of 23.7%, also topping the monthly
decliners chart for the exchange, due
to concerns related to its 40% majority
shareholder QNB. Gainers in the sector

included National Bank of Fujairah and
National Bank of Umm Al-Qaiwain with
monthly gains of 10.0% and 6.9%,
respectively. 

Sectoral performance chart also
highlighted 37.1% gains for the
Energy Index primarily due to gain in
shares of Dana Gas followed by mar-
ginally positive returns for Real Estate,
Telecom and Insurance indices. On
the decliners side, the Services index
recorded the steepest fall of 3.4% fol-
lowed by Consumer Staples and
Banks recording declines of 1.8% and
1.3%, respectively. 

The monthly gainers chart was
topped by Dana Gas with its shares up
56.1% followed by 17.6% gains in
shares of Abu Dhabi Ship Building and
13.8% gain in shares of National
Takaful Co. The gain in shares of Dana
Gas came after the company declared
its Sukuk payable in October-17 as
unlawful amid negotiations with its
sukuk holders and proposed to replace
it with another Shariah compliant
Sukuk with a tenor of 4 years with a
significantly reduced profit rate. The

company’s USD 690 Mn sukuk was due
in October-17 but its repayment was a
concern as the company had insuffi-
cient cash on its balance sheet. 

On the decliners side, Commercial
Bank International topped the chart
followed by Oman & Emirates
Investment Holding and Eshraq
Properties, with declines of 18.3% and
18.1%, respectively. Eshraq Properties
announced during the month that it
has entered into an agreement to
divest its equity of 4.55% in Ward
Holdings Ltd for AED 68 Mn. Overall,
the market breadth during the month
was skewed towards decliners that
included 28 stocks as compared to 20
gainers. 

Trading activity on the exchange
remained resilient during June-17
despite the holidays. Total volume of
shares traded during the month more
than doubled to 3 Bn shares as com-
pared to 1.44 Bn shares during the pre-
vious month. However, the increase
was solely led by 1.75 Bn shares of
Dana Gas traded during the month.
Moreover, due to the low share price of
Dana Gas, the surge in value traded
during the month was minimal at 3.5%

to reach AED 3.7 Bn as compared to
AED 3.6 Bn during May-17. The growth
in the average daily volume and value
traded during the month was strong at
166% and 32.2%, respectively, reflect-
ing the lesser number of trading days.
Dana Gas topped both the volume and
value traded charts with a total value
of AED 1.11 Bn. Abu Dhabi Commercial
Bank and First Abu Dhabi Bank fol-
lowed in terms of monthly value trad-
ed with shares worth AED 457.9 Mn
changing hands each for the two
banks during the month. In terms of
monthly volumes, Eshraq Properties
was the second largest traded stock
with 340.6 Mn shares changing hands
during the month followed by RAK
Properties (233 Mn shares) and Al Dar
Properties (187.6 Mn shares).

Dubai Financial Market
Dubai was the only other market

apart from Saudi Arabia that recorded
positive performance during June-17.
The benchmark DFM General Index
surged 1.6% during the month after
four consecutive months of declined.

As a result of the gain, the YTD-17
return for the index was recorded at -
3.9%. The positive performance of the
market was primarily led by positive
performance of the real estate stocks
that more than offset decline in other
large cap stocks during the month. 

The sectoral performance chart also
reflected strong demand for real estate
stocks with the related Real Estate &
Construction Index surging the most
during the month by 5.4% followed by
Services and Industrial indices with
returns of 2.9% and 1.6%. Within the
real estate sector, large-cap stock
Emaar Properties recorded the biggest
gain of 9.4% during the month follow-
ing the company’s announcement that
it plans to list its UAE Real Estate
Development business. 

The company plans to offer up to
30% in the said business and would
use the proceeds to give dividends to
Emaar’s shareholders. Towards the end
of the month, the company also
announced the appointment  of Amit
Jain as its CEO, who served as acting
CEO before the elevation. Other gain-
ers in the index included shares of
Drake and Scull International (DSI) with

gains of 7.8% followed by Damac
Properties with a monthly gain of 5.6%.
Shares of the latter surged after the
property developer signed an agree-
ment to participate in a USD 1 Bn proj-
ect to develop a waterfront in Oman.
Gain in shares of DSI came after the
company announced that it is in talks
with banks to divest some of its assets,
including some of the its land banks. 

Decliners in the real estate sector
included Arabtec and Union Properties
recording declines of 7.6% and 1.2%,
respectively. Shares of Arabtec
declined after the company’s capital
reduction became effective which
comes as a part of the company’s
recapitalization programme aimed at
improving financial performance and
reduce losses. 

Sectors that declined during the
month included Banks, Financial &
Investment Services and Insurance each
recording a decline of 2.1%, followed by
Consumer Staples and Telecom with
declines of 1.4% and 0.4%, respectively.
Within the banking sector, which is
undergoing a margin squeeze despite

higher lending, Emirates NBD was the
only bank that recorded positive per-
formance during the month with its
shares marginally up by 0.5%. On the
other hand, prominent decliners includ-
ed Mashreq Bank (-9.2%), Commercial
Bank of Dubai (-5.6%), Emirates Islamic
Bank (-4.6%) and Dubai Islamic Bank (-
1.9%). In the Financial & Investment
Services sector, the 27.0% decline in
shares of Shuaa Capital more than offset
the gains in other stocks in the sector.
Shuaa Capital, which was in talks with
GFH to sell a majority stake in the com-
pany, declined after GFH said it was
postponing discussions to acquire the
Shuaa stake.

The monthly gainers chart was
topped by Al Madina for Finance and
Investment that recorded a gain of
23.7% followed by Tabreed which
surged 11.7% after a French company
Engie bought a Mubadala’s 40% stake
in the company. The monthly trading
activity witnessed a relatively smaller
decline as compared to other GCC mar-
kets. Monthly volume declined by 1.7%
to reach 6 Bn shares, while monthly val-
ue traded declined by 8.0% to reach
AED 7.1 Bn.

Qatar Exchange 
Qatar exchange witnessed the

fourth consecutive month of decline in
June-17 as bearish pressure owing to
Ramadan was exacerbated by Qatar’s
ongoing diplomatic issues with the
other GCC countries that pushed the
QE20 index to a 17-month low level of
8,777.73 points. Nevertheless, the index
recovered 2.9% on the last day of trad-
ing and regained the 9,000 mark to
close at 9,030.44 points recording a
monthly decline of 8.8%. The decline
during the month was broad-based as
seen from the 6.8% decline for the
Qatar All Share Index which closed the
month at 2,581.2 points. The decline
during June-17 has also pushed down
QE indices to the lowest in the GCC in
terms of YTD-17 returns that stood at
13.5% for the QE 20 Index and 10.0%
for the QE All Share Index. 

In terms of sector performance, only
the Real Estate sector witnessed posi-
tive returns during the month record-
ing a gain of 5.7% solely led by 15.2%
gain in shares of Ezdan Holding, the

biggest stock in the sector, while the
remaining three real estate stocks
declined during the month. Shares of
the property firm has been seeing a
rout after the company’s management
announced its decision to delist the
company. However, after declining as
much as QAR 10.96 per share in early
June-17, the shares rebounded after
the company’s board said that the com-
pany will prepare a statement of the fair
value per share to be presented to
shareholders at a subsequent meeting.
Post the announcement, there has
been speculations that the said fair val-
ue could end being higher than the
price at which the company is currently
trading. 

On the other hand, the Telecom
index recorded the steepest decline of
10.4% followed by Banks & Financial
Services at 10.3% and the Industrials
index at -8.7%. Both Telecom stocks
declined during the month with
Ooredoo falling 11.9% while shares of
Vodafone Qatar declined by 2.2%. The
decline in the Banks & Financial
Services sector came on the back of a
sector wide weakness led by concerns
relating to the diplomatic situation. Ahli
Bank was the only stock that recorded
positive gains of 7.8%, while Dlala
Brokerage and Islamic Holding Group
saw double digit declines of 24.5% and
21.1%, respectively. Among the major
banks, shares of QNB declined the most
falling by 13.6% followed by -9.5% for
Qatar Islamic Bank and -8.85% for Qatar
International Islamic Bank. 

The banking system for the country
is sound with low NPL to total loans
ratio and sound capital adequacy
ration, however, risk liquidity pressures
could increase if the government
decides to use deposits with domestic
banks for funding its deficits. In a relat-
ed development, Qatar’s 5-year CDS
rose sharply during June-17 rising to a
16-month high level, in addition to one
of the sharpest decline in the exchange
rate of Qatari Riyal. The pressure on the
country’s banking sector comes as
smaller banks Masraf Al Rayan, Barwa
Bank and International Bank of Qatar
are pushing ahead to create the coun-
try’s second-largest through a three-
way merger. 

Bahrain Bourse 
The Bahrain All Share Index declined

for the third consecutive month, albeit
marginally by 0.7% during June-17 to
close at 1,310.0 points. The index
stayed afloat for most part of the
month but sank especially during the
last few trading sessions by almost
1.1% to close the month in the red.
Nevertheless, gains recording during
the first quarter of the year has enabled
the index to stay in the green zone in
terms of YTD-17 returns that stood at
7.3%, the second highest in the GCC
after Kuwait. 

In terms of sector performance, the
Industrial index topped the chart
recording a gain of 7.8% solely led by
gain in shares of Aluminum Bahrain.
The Insurance Index surged 1.6% on
the back of gain in shares of Bahrain
National Holding, the only stock that
traded in the sector. The Commercial
Banks index remained almost flat with
marginal gains of 0.2% after decline in
shares of NBB (-2.2%), Al Khaleeji Bank
(-9.9%) and Al Salam Bank (-1%) were
completely offset by gain recorded by
AUB (+1.5%) and BBK (+1%). In a relat-
ed news, Gulf International Bank, which
is owned by GCC governments and
provides financial products and invest-
ment services, said it has been granted
a conventional retail banking license in
Bahrain by the Kingdom’s central bank.
It would operate a digital banking plat-
form in Bahrain from 2018 under the
Meem brand. On the decliners side, the
Services index sank 4.8% during the
month led by decline in shares of BMMI
(- 2.5%) and Batelco (-10.4%)partially
offset by 1.7% gain in shares of Seef
Properties. 

Trading activity during June-17
remained thin, in line with the rest of
the GCC markets. Total volume of shares
declined by more than a third to reach
an 8-month low level of 39 mn shares as
compared to 61 Mn shares during the
previous month. Value traded also
declined at almost the same pace to
reach BHD 9.0 Mn as compared to BHD
14 Mn during May-17, once again the
lowest since October-16. Monthly aver-
age volume and value also declined
despite the holidays to reach 2.2 Mn
shares and BHD 0.5 Mn, respectively. 

The monthly gainers chart was
topped by Inovest which recorded a
gain of 18.2% although trades in the
stock was minimal at BHD 35 thousand.
Aluminum Bahrain recorded the sec-
ond-largest gain for the month at 8.1%
followed by Bahrain National Holding
Co. and Ithmaar Bank with gains of
4.9% and 3.6%, respectively. On the
decliners side, Batelco topped the list
with a decline of 10.4% followed by Al
Khaleeji Commercial Bank and GFH
with monthly declines of 9.9% and
9.2%, respectively. The latter declined
after it withdrew from talks to buy
Dubai’s Shuaa Capital after both the
parties failed to reach common acquisi-
tion terms. GFH said that it would con-
tinue to seek strategic opportunities.
The monthly market breadth was
skewed towards decliners that included
10 companies as against 8 gainers.
Shares of 22 companies remained
unchanged. 

Saudi Arabia’s MSCI qualification boosts market
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KUWAIT: As part of its mission to deliver the most dis-
tinctive technology in communications, and to ensure
maximum protection for its clients, Mada
Communications is announcing the completion of
development and integration of the Cloud Next-
Generation Security Service (CNSS), which secures safe
and clean Internet access, CNSS has been developed

specifically for the Palo Alto Networks, which is the first
in the field of protection systems and the winner of the
new generation of protection systems. This achieve-
ment was done in association with Kuwait Canadian
Company - a company specialized in providing infor-
mation security systems.

The advantages of this system, which benefits cor-

porate users, is assigning and controlling customized
authentications for users, and give each one of them
his/her own privileges that allows him/her to down-
load and run certain applications only. This system also
allows the network administrator to control the speed
of Internet connection given to each user separately. It
is all done easily and flexibly and without the need to

purchase and install any devices at the client's end that
is because the system exists on Mada's cloud network.
Saheb Saleh Khaja, Chairman and CEO of Mada, stated
that this achievement comes in the context of ensuring
the urgent need of corporate and ministries to protect
and manage their networks and information systems,
during the ongoing cyber war worldwide.

Mada Telecommunication launches the 
Cloud Next-Generation Security Service

X-cite launches
2017 travel 

season offers 
KUWAIT: Ahead of the summer vacation, X-cite by
Alghanim Electronics, Kuwait's largest electronic
retailer launches its annual summer promotions on
travel products that include a selection of cameras,
mobile phones, chargers, tablets, drones and acces-
sories, enabling travelers to pick up the ideal travel
essentials to preserve great memories with families
and friends. 

The promotion, which runs from June 22 to
August 5, comprises the latest electronics and gadg-
ets in the market, including the latest and most
advanced mobiles phones in the market such as the
LG G6, Samsung S8/S8+, HTC U11 and Lenovo
P10/P10+ ensuring your mobile lasts the trip. Travel
is never complete without great memories that you
can preserve a lifetime with the Sony RX100V and
the extreme-sports camera, the Go Pro Hero 5 Black. 

Get ready to pack your bags with X-cite's travel
products and amazing deals including the American
Tourister travel bags, and all-in-one cases that will
ensure your items are well preserved throughout
your travels. Visit any of their 19 showrooms spread
across Kuwait. You can also shop without leaving the
comfort of your home with X-cite's free-to-download
app as well as the store's official website.

Customers can also enjoy many of X-cite's con-
venient services including Easy Credit, shopping at
any of X-cite's select stores that are open 24/7,
extended and accidental warranty programs; in addi-
tion to the free delivery and installation services. X-
cite also provides its customers with a full-fledged
service center that operatessix days a week, and a
professional field technician team. 

KUWAIT: Ooredoo, Kuwait's fastest network's newly
revamped Nojoom rewards program offers its cus-
tomers the best exclusive discounts. Accessible to all
Ooredoo customers, the program offers members free
upgrades, vouchers and discounts from a large variety
of partners, ranging from service providers, retailers
and hotels, and airline companies. In addition, cus-
tomers use their Nojoom points to buy products from
the Nojoom Online Rewards Store. Ooredoo is com-
mitted to providing customers with a comprehensive
experience that enriches their life and meets their
expectations. Ooredoo has carefully selected partners
for our Nojoom program to ensure that all Ooredoo
customers, no matter what their needs are, get a
rewarding experience.

Award-winning program
Established in 2012, the Nojoom Rewards Program

is now revamped to match the Kuwaiti lifestyle, which
is modern and youthful and is on the same pace of
the international trends. Nojoom has been awarded
the best loyalty program in the Middle East and Africa
for three consecutive years in 2012, 2013, and 2014. 

Exclusive Partners
The Nojoom program has a wide array of partners

which boasts Alshaya, X-Cite, Al Oula Gas Stations,
IKEA and many other partners that will suit the
lifestyle needs of Ooredoo customers. Ooredoo

intends to increase the number of partners in the
future to ensure that all customers have a rewarding
experience that matches their needs. The revamped
Nojoom rewards program has many new benefits
which include transferring Nojoom points to friends
and family, donate Nojoom points for charitable caus-
es, and redemption for partners' voucher which are
readily accessible through nojoom.ooredoo.com.kw
or the My Ooredoo app.

Nojoom for Nukhba
Members of Nukhba, Ooredoo's VIP plan, get

enrolled automatically in the Nukhba tier of the
Nojoom Rewards Program. Nukhba members get spe-
cial rewards for all the points accrued for every KD
spent on using Ooredoo's services. The points can
then be redeemed with vouchers from any of
Ooredoo's partners, which include prominent retail-
ers, hotels, airline companies, spas, restaurants and
many more premium service providers. It is worth
mentioning that all of Ooredoo's Nukhba clients are
taken care of with a designated account manager, a
special hotline (110) to answer any of their queries
around the clock, and are always kept up to date with
future packages and products before they are
released in the market.  This is in addition to the cus-
tomary Ooredoo benefits such as unlimited minutes,
contract freeze, and easy transfer of contract owner-
ship for customers' convenience.

Enjoy moments beyond the ordinary with 
Nojoom Rewards Program from Ooredoo

ABU DHABI: An Etihad Airways Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner
touched down in Beijing yesterday after its inaugural flight
from Abu Dhabi, capital of the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
Flight EY888 departed Abu Dhabi at 09:30 pm local time yes-
terday and arrived in Beijing at 08:50 am yesterday. To cele-
brate the milestone event, a ribbon-cutting ceremony was
held in Abu Dhabi, attended by senior executives from Etihad
Airways, the Embassy of the People's Republic of China in the
UAE, and the Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority. The new
787-9 Dreamliner features Etihad Airways' next-generation
Business and Economy Class seats. It will operate with 299
seats - 28 in Business Class and 271 in Economy Class, repre-
senting a 14 percent capacity increase.

Peter Baumgartner, Chief Executive Officer of Etihad
Airways, said: "Since launching flights between our two capi-
tals of Abu Dhabi and Beijing nine years ago, we have experi-
enced the huge growth of China's outbound tourism market
and enjoyed strong demand from business and leisure travel-
ers."  "The decision to upgrade our operations to the
Dreamliner reflects the importance of Beijing and the Chinese
market to the airline, and the sustained development of eco-
nomic relations between the two countries. Beijing is the
nation's economic, political, cultural and international
exchange centre, which underlines its importance within
Etihad Airways' global network."

HE Mr Ni Jian, Chinese Ambassador to the UAE, compli-
mented Etihad Airways' contributions in the effort of enhanc-
ing the capacity of air connectivity between China and the

UAE. He said, "For many years, the UAE has been the second
largest trading partner and the largest export market of China
in the West Asia and North Africa Region. The UAE is a found-
ing member of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and
committed to its central mission of bringing the Belt and Road
vision to life. As a key aviation hub in the Gulf region, the UAE
and Abu Dhabi will continue to play a positive role in the
development of the 'Belt and Road' framework, using the
strong global network of Etihad Airways."

HE Saif Saeed Ghobash, Director General of Abu Dhabi
Tourism & Culture Authority, added: "China has grown to
become the largest overseas source market for Abu Dhabi
hotel guest arrivals, and through our pro-active in-territory
promotional efforts supported by further expansion in capaci-

ty, we are looking forward to welcoming 600,000 Chinese visi-
tors to the emirate by 2021. Recent developments such as
visas on arrival will help promote the UAE and Abu Dhabi as a
unique business and leisure destination. It will also encourage
Chinese travelers to take advantage of the excellent stopover
packages on offer year round while en route to over 40 desti-
nations across the Gulf region, Europe, Africa and America."

The Business Studios in Business Class offer direct aisle
access, a fully-flat bed of up to 80.5 inches in length, and an
increase of 20 percent in personal space. Upholstered in fine
Poltrona Frau Leather, the Business Studio is equipped with
an in-seat massage and pneumatic cushion control system
which enables guests to adjust the firmness and comfort of
their seat. 

The airline's Boeing 787 fleet is equipped with the latest in-
flight entertainment system featuring over 750 hours of
movies and programs, as well as hundreds of music choices
and a selection of games for both adults and children. Each
Business Studio has an 18-inch personal touch-screen TV with
noise-cancelling headsets. Guests can also enjoy mobile con-
nectivity, onboard Wi-Fi and seven satellite channels of live TV.
Economy Smart Seats provide enhanced comfort with a
unique 'fixed wing' headrest, adjustable lumbar support, a
seat width of approximately 19 inches and an 11.1" personal
TV monitor on each seat. The aircraft has been designed with
enhancements including humidity controls while air pressure
levels are set to ensure a smoother flight, allowing guests to
arrive feeling fresher.

Etihad Airways' luxury dreamliner 
commences services into Beijing

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank, the second largest in
terms of assets, announced yesterday the
names of the daily draw winners of its Yawmi
account draw, each taking home a cash-prize
of KD 5,000. The lucky winners are: 
Abdulla Hassan Al Abad
Zafar Iqbal Mirza

In addition to the daily draw, Burgan Bank
also offers a Quarterly Draw with more
chances to win higher rewards, offering the
chance to one lucky customer to win KD
125,000 every three months. The Yawmi
Account offers Daily and Quarterly Draws,

wherein the Quarterly Draw requires cus-
tomers to maintain a minimum amount of KD
500 in their account for two months prior to
the draw date. Additionally, every KD 10 in
the account will entitle customers to one
chance of winning.  If the account balance is
KD 500 and above, the account holder will be
qualified for both the quarterly and daily
draws. Burgan Bank encourages everyone to
open a Yawmi account and/or increase their
deposit to maximize their chances of becom-
ing a winner. The higher the level of the
deposit, the higher the likelihood to win.

KUWAIT: As part of ABK's Advantage
Discount program, Al Ahli Bank of
Kuwait (ABK) is presenting its ABK
Premium cardholders with two excit-
ing offers from Platinum Health Club,
which is valid until December, 2017.
The offer presented to ABK's Premium
cardholders entails a 20% discount
when signing up for a 3 month, 6
month and annual membership at
Platinum Health Club, in addition to a
free massage session when signing up

for the Platinum subscription at select
locations. In order to benefit from this
offer, ABK Cardholders are required to
make their payments using their ABK
cards, namely Visa Infinite, Visa
Signature or Prestige Salary Account
cards. ABK's Advantage Discount
Program aims to offer its customers
unique and exclusive offers through
various partnerships, which offer val-
ue added services and enrich the
overall banking experience with ABK.

Tijari announces
winners of Al

Najma Mega Draw
KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait held the Mega
Draw for the 2nd Quarter and the Daily Draw yesterday.
The draws were held under the supervision of the
Ministry of Commerce & Industry represented by Mr.
Abdulaziz  Ashkanani. The winner of the Mega Draw of
KD 150,000 is Shaikh Ghousia Begum. The winners of the
Al Najma Daily Draw are :-
Naseeb Mohammad Naseeb Taleb KD 7000/-
Mansour Ahmed Abdulla Bourkhan KD 7000/-

Al Najma awards are now brighter and bigger than
ever! With the revamped Al Najma account, all your
dreams will be turned to reality. On top of offering the
highest daily prize in Kuwait for KD 7,000, now our Mega
prize draws got bigger to reach KD 250,000.

ABK gets exclusive offer from 
Platinum Men's Health Club 

BB announces winners 
of Yawmi account draw

AUB announces KD 250,000
Hassad Islamic Account

grand prize winner 
KUWAIT: On 28th June Ahli United Bank held its Lifetime
Salary annual grand prize draw as part of the Al Hassad
Islamic Savings Account program, which is the largest prize
draw in Kuwait.  It was a momentous occasion for Mrs
Afeefah Ali Bin Nekhi who won KD 250,000 as a lifetime
salary over 250 months. 

Ahli United Bank congratulates Mrs. Afeefah Ali Bin
Nekhi who is now able to achieve her dream of acquiring a
house or her favorite car, to travel abroad, establish a new
business or any dream she might have along with her aspi-
rations - and all this, simply by having an account with AUB
in Kuwait. The Al Hassad Islamic Savings Account program
is the largest in Kuwait with a total annual prize draw of KD
3,400,000 aimed at realizing the dreams and ambitions of
customers since inception. The program also provides 26
weekly prizes, which represents the biggest number of
weekly winners. 

To qualify for the Al Hassad Islamic Savings Account
prizes, customers only need to open a saving account with
a minimum of KD 100. For every KD 50 of quarterly balance
in the account, customers earn one chance to enter the
quarterly draw. Moreover, customers earn one chance to
enter the weekly draws for every KD 50 of balance. This
means the more deposits made, the higher the chances of
winning. The Al Hassad Islamic Savings Account's cus-
tomers in Kuwait and Bahrain are eligible to participate in
the draw in line with the account's terms and conditions.  

Saheb Saleh Khaj
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DUBAI: Canon Middle East, world leader in
imaging solutions, yesterday launched a
new innovative lens: The EF-S 35mm f/2.8
Macro IS STM. Designed to capture stun-
ning Macro and close-up photography, the
EF-S 35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM features
Canon’s unique built-in Macro Lite technol-
ogy and is the first lens of its kind in the EF-
S range. Forming part of Canon’s extensive
EF range of lenses and compatible with all
APS-C DSLR cameras, the EF-S 35mm f/2.8
Macro IS STM facilitates photographers
with the capability to capture delicate
details and get closer to their subject. 

It illuminates small objects and close-
up detail, whilst minimizing the shadows
it casts onto subjects with a tapered edge
design.  Combined with an Image
Stabil izer  with Hybrid IS ,  the lens is
designed to counteract unwanted shake
and blur to enhance macro shots. This
powerful macro lens, with life-size 1:1
magnification, has the ability to beautiful-
ly capture subjects as close as 30mm from
the front of the lens. 

This close working distance and magni-
fication level means it is ideal for revealing
the tiny and intricate details of subjects
such as jewelry, food or crafts. Ideal for
users seeking to produce distinctive, stand
out imagery for their Instagram feed or to
produce a portfolio of stunning product
imagery for a small business, the EF-S
35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM gives users the

power to see a new world of detail.
Featuring an Optical Image Stabilizer with
Hybrid IS, the lens gives photographers
the freedom to shoot handheld allowing
for new, closer perspectives uncovering
detail finer than the human eye can see. 

The sophisticated Hybrid IS compen-
sates for angular and linear movement
with built-in technology in the lens; espe-
cially useful for macro shooting that is
prone to exaggerated camera shake often
causing unwanted blur. The built-in Macro
Lite ensures flexible lighting options and
ease for users by allowing photographers
to alternate between two lights located on
each side of the lens, or both at the same
time. At the press of a button the strength
of the lighting can be adjusted to amplify
the intricate details of the subject so users
can creatively add shadows with depth
and texture whilst emphasizing the color
and details. 

For movie-makers, the quiet focusing of
the STM focus motor is advantageous for
capturing movies without distracting
noise, whilst its smooth shifts in focus cre-
ate cinematic effects. Designed for impact-
ful macro photography, the EF-S 35mm
f/2.8 Macro IS STM is a versatile, compact
and lightweight lens. It has the capability
to be used for a range of applications such
as portrait, street and general everyday
photography by all budding photogra-
phers wanting to tell their story.

Canon launches Macro IS STM

DUBAI: Centra Hub, a specialist fast
growing vendor for CRM, HCM and
retail solutions and part of the Focus
Softnet group of  companies,
announced that it  has won the
‘Emerging Vendor of the Year’ at the
2017 edition of the Integrator ICT
Champion Awards in Dubai. Centra
was recognized for the deep inroads
it has made by meeting the growing
demands of regional organizations
for next generation CRM and HCM
(human capital management) solu-
tions with a high number of cus-
tomer deployments in its first year of
operations.

“Since Centra Hub’s inception as a
separate entity in 2016, the company
has been able to execute significant
product enhancements and tremen-
dous traction in market penetration.
We are quite pleased that this award
comes as a recognition of the extraor-
dinary work our team is investing
behind bringing customer friendly
latest generation HCM and CRM solu-
tions to market through our efficient
partner network. We would like to
dedicate this award to our hard-work-
ing team, our channel partners and
our customers, who have supported
us in every step of our successful jour-

ney so far,” says Nisith Naik, CEO,
Centra Hub.

The 5th Integrator ICT Champion
Awards,  hosted by JNS Media
International, was based on an online
industry survey that was conducted
forover month and included shortlist-
ed nominees in various categories.
Centra Hub won the ‘Emerging
Vendor of the Year’ for its perform-
ance in winning significant market
share in its first year of operations and
its best-of-breed solutions portfolio
with highly scalable capabilities to
suit organizations of varying scale
and size across industries.

Centra Hub, a spin off from Focus
Softnet, started out its journey as a
separate entity in 2016 but has strong
product legacy that goes back to
2003 in both CRM and HCM. Centra’s
CRM and HCM platforms have been
further enhanced to bring the latest
technologies into the current era
through cloud, SaaS and integration-
friendly solutions. Today, in addition
to their office in UAE, Centra Hub has
offices in India and the Far East and
work across 14 countries with their
partners. The Centra CRM solution is a
feature-rich complete sales automa-
tion solution and offers real time

analysis of sales activities, leads and
opportunity tracking. 

The product offers outstanding
flexibility in customization and there-
fore can easily be integrated with any
backend ERP systems deployed by
customers. “Our CRM implementa-
tions have helped customers boost
their sales process and revenue gener-
ation. It helps monitor prospective
customers, manage business perform-
ance, quickly create reports, predict
revenue more accurately and proac-
tively manage service issues. The inte-
grated solution also provides a com-
plete 360 degree view of accounts,
contacts, leads and opportunities,
proving sales funnel visibility across
the various businesses,” Naik added. 

Centra HCM is a sturdy, scalable,
reliable, modular, flexible and easy-
to-use solution. The software is highly
interactive, adaptable, multi-function-
al, user-friendly and cost-effective
with very strong security features.
Featuring interactive dashboards, the
solution can be easily installed and
seamlessly integrated with other
enterprise solutions. “Our best-of-
breed HCM solution helps businesses
align their efforts in human capital
management with their company’s

initiatives, mission, vision, and values.
Centra HCM goes beyond designing
HCM practices and encourages HCM
collaboration with accountability,”
Naik explained. Centra’s regional
office, which was opened in Jumeirah

Lake Towers - Dubai last year, has
helped it scale up its regional opera-
tions and strengthen its ties with its
local customers by offering them
high-quality technical support and
consulting services closer to home.

Centra Hub wins ‘Emerging vendor of the year’ at ICT Champion Awards

SEOUL: Samsung Electronics said yesterday it’s
recalled Galaxy Note 7 phones will be recycled
and sold starting this week in South Korea. The
Galaxy Note FE phone, using unused parts in
the recalled Note 7 smartphones, will go on sale
in South Korea on Friday at 700,000 won, about
three quarters of its original price. The company
said the supply will be limited to 400,000 units.
Overseas sales plans will be determined later, it
said in a statement. Samsung said the Note FE
has “perfect safety.”

The original Note 7 was one of the biggest
black eyes in Samsung’s history. When it was
launched in August 2016, the Note 7 was
Samsung’s answer to Apple’s upcoming iPhone.
It was also one of the most expensive Samsung
phones with the price starting at $850. But after
reports emerged that its batteries were prone to
overheat and catch fire, Samsung recalled the
phone in less than a month of its launch and
released another one with replaced batteries. 

But the second batch also tended to over-
heat, prompting Samsung to discontinue the
Note 7. The debacle dealt a blow to Samsung’s
corporate image. Aviation authorities around
the world banned the pricy phone on flight and

photos of scorched Note 7 circulated on social
media. Samsung spent billions of dollars to
recall the Note 7 and fix its damaged brand.
Earlier this year, the company released the
investigation results and blamed flaws in design
and production of batteries supplied by two
battery makers.

After Samsung recalled millions of Note 7

phones, environmental activists have pres-
sured the South Korean tech giant to reuse the
electronics parts to reduce waste. Samsung
said the Note FE is part of its efforts to mini-
mize waste. Like the previous Note series, the
Note FE, short for “Fan Edition,” features the
jumbo screen measuring 5.7 inches diagonally
and the stylus pen. —AP

Samsung to sell recycled 
Note 7 phone in S Korea 

Samsung to minimize waste through Note FE

KUWAIT: According to a recent
regional study by Dell EMC that
included Kuwait, 98 percent of
respondents currently leverage con-
vergence to ensure digital readiness.
In addition, 60 percent of respon-
dents show a highly positive senti-
ment towards the adoption of these
advanced systems and state strong
understanding of the benefits
offered by converged and hyper
converged infrastructure. These
findings result from a survey con-
ducted by IDG Connect, commis-
sioned by Dell EMC, of 50 IT data-
center and storage decision makers,
across the region. 

As organizations aggressively
adopt new technologies and
approaches to accelerate their digi-
tal maturity, this study outlines the
rapid growth of converged and
hyper converged infrastructure as
means to streamline IT transforma-
tion. In response to achieving IT
agility, which is central to meeting
the demands of digital business, 70
percent of respondents feel that
converged and hyper converged
infrastructure supports their overall
IT transformation strategy. 

In view of this, nearly two-thirds
of therespondentsstate conver-
gence to be an important, long-
term aspect of their overall IT
approach. On the same note, with
74 percent and 80 percent of
respondents likely to invest in con-
verged and hyper converged infra-
structure respectively this year,
makes it evident that there is

heightened demand for conver-
gence amongst regional businesses.
However, most respondents sur-
veyed also cite concerns over adop-
tion of converged and hyper con-
verged infrastructure: 

66 percent of respondents state
data protection and privacy to be
their greatest concern. 

56 percent of respondents feel
investment cost for convergence act
as a major barrier.

In order to address these con-
cerns, it is crucial for vendors to
empower customers with collabora-
tive technologies that help meet
their demands as 68 percent of
respondents expect vendors to
improve service level availability
terms. In this scenario, it is clear that
converged and hyper converged
infrastructure represent the most
prominent trends in datacenter
technology, with organizations

embracing adoption of converged
and hyper converged platforms and
solutions to enable delivery of faster
business outcomes. 

With a 45 percent market share
among IT providers and offering the
most comprehensive and industry-
leading converged and hyper con-
verged infrastructure portfolio, Dell
EMC aims to help organizations sim-
plify all aspects of IT by seamlessly
integrating compute, network, stor-
age, and virtualization technologies
into one system to drive perform-
ance, efficiency and cost savings.

Habib Mahakian, Vice President,
Gulf at Dell EMC said, “With Middle
East standing at the forefront of dig-
ital revolution, organizations in the
region need to invest in a strong ICT
backbone, which is essential to real-
ize their digital vision. To this end,
converged and hyper converged
infrastructure is viewed as a key
enabler of digital transformation.
Converged and hyper converged
infrastructure technology is specifi-
cally designed to drive digital initia-
tives by optimizing and simplifying
IT environments and operations. In
line with this, at Dell EMC, we help
our customers ensure their business
moves to the next phase of innova-
tion and keeps pace with today’s
on-demand market with our indus-
try-leading and the most compre-
hensive converged infrastructure
portfolio”.

Said Akar, Vice President, EMEA -
Converged Platforms and Solutions
Division (CPSD), Dell EMC said, “In

this dynamic digital economy, a
strong IT backbone is key not only
to ensure business sustainability but
digital readiness as well. However,
this paradigm shift dictates that
organizations adopt technology
that increases business agility and
responsiveness to deliver faster out-
comes and allow IT teams to enable
innovation.”

“Converged and hyper con-
verged infrastructure platforms and
solutions provide a clear path to
achieve these transformation goals.
Hence, Dell EMC with its broad-
ranging and best-in-class converged
infrastructure portfolio aims to
enable organizations to help keep IT
teams focused on innovation, deliv-
er maximum performance, lower
costs and streamline business oper-
ations to keep pace with today’s on-
demand business environment,” he
added.

Businesses in Kuwait use 
converged infrastructure

Said Akar Habib Mahakian

OTTAWA: Canada’s top court on
Wednesday ordered Google to remove a
website from its worldwide search
results, in what some experts are calling a
landmark international copyright protec-
tion case. The original injunction, which
the Supreme Court upheld, had been
requested by Canadian telecommunica-
tions equipment manufacturer Equustek
Solutions, which successfully sued anoth-
er company for relabeling its products

and passing them off as their own.
Following that lower court ruling,

Google de-indexed 345 webpages
associated with the offending firm in
Canada. But the company fled the
country and continued to market the
counterfeit products from an unknown
location. Google balked when Equustek
asked it to go further and de-index all
mentions of the offending company
worldwide.

The US-based tech giant argued in
court that it was not a party to the dis-
pute, that such a measure was over-
reach, and “that there is freedom of
expression concerns that should have
tipped the balance against granting the
order.” The Supreme Court, however,
concluded: “Without the injective relief,
it was clear that Google would continue
to facilitate that ongoing harm” to
Equustek.

“The Internet has no borders-its nat-
ural habitat is global,” said the seven-to-
two ruling. “The only way to ensure that
the interlocutory injunction attained its
objective was to have it apply where
Google operates-globally.” Some media
groups, publishers, copyright organiza-
tions and civil liberties groups worried
about the precedent it sets.

“The Internet is a global phenome-
non, and there is great risk that govern-

ments and commercial entities will see
this ruling as justifying censorship
requests that could result in perfectly
legal and legitimate content disappear-
ing off the web because of a court
order in the opposite corner of the
globe,” commented David Christopher
of Open Media. “That would be a major
setback to citizens’ rights to access
information and express ourselves
freely.”—AFP

Top court orders Google to block website search results



COLOMBO: Sri Lanka deployed hun-
dreds of soldiers to destroy mosquito
breeding grounds as the country battles
the spread of deadly dengue fever that
has killed a record 215 people this year,
officials said yesterday. Humid monsoon
weather, stagnant water from recent
flooding, as well as mounting piles of
rotting garbage accumulating in the

capital, have combined to create abun-
dant areas for mosquitoes to multiply.

This has caused rates of dengue, a
tropical disease that is spread by mos-
quitoes, to surge to over 71,000 people
infected in the first six months of this
year, a record figure that far surpasses
last year ’s  total  of  55,000.  Troops,
backed by police and health officials,

have launched an intensive campaign
to identify dengue hotspots to be
sprayed with insecticides, the military
said in a statement.

“Twenty five teams will separately
move into the worst-affected areas in
and around Colombo and search for
dengue breeding spots and other vulner-
able areas,” the statement said. The scale

of the spread of the disease has been
unprecedented and caught Sri Lankan
authorities off guard. Health ministry offi-
cials said the 215 deaths in the first six
months of this year compared with 78
reported during the whole of 2016. 

Authorities have blamed a garbage
disposal crisis in Colombo for the spread
of dengue. The country’s main rubbish tip

collapsed in April, crushing dozens of
homes and killing 32 people. With
nowhere to take the trash, municipal col-
lection has drastically slowed and led to
huge piles on the streets which authori-
ties say help mosquito-breeding.
Stagnant water left behind after last
month’s flooding was also seen as con-
tributing to the spread of dengue.—AFP 

Sri Lanka deploys troops to tackle dengue crisis
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BEIJING: China is drilling deep into the ocean
floor in the hope of tapping vast deposits of a
frozen fossil fuel known as “combustible ice” but
it will be years before it is part of the global ener-
gy mix. Gas hydrates are found in the seabed as
well as beneath permafrost but experts say
extracting methane from the ice crystals is tech-
nologically challenging and expensive. Energy-
guzzling China, one of several countries hoping
to exploit the hard-to-reach resource to meet
growing demand, recently announced a “historic
breakthrough” in drilling tests in the South China
Sea.In six weeks China extracted more than
235,000 cubic meters of gas hydrate off the
coast of Guangdong province, according to a
statement on the China Geological Survey’s
website. “China has beaten expectations in com-
pleting the trial explorations of combustible ice

using local innovations in technology and engi-
neering,” said Ye Jianliang, head of the
Guangzhou Marine Geology Survey. “It marks a
historic breakthrough,” he added.

Substantial deposits 
One cubic meter of gas hydrate, which is also

known as “flammable ice” because methane can
ignite, releases 164 cubic meters of conventional
natural gas once extracted, the US Department
of Energy says. Methane is extracted by heating
or reducing the pressure inside the well to break
down the hydrates. Estimates for the size of the
planet’s gas hydrate deposits vary widely but the
US department says it could exceed “the com-
bined energy content of all other known fossil
fuels”. Analysts say the substantial resource
could be a “game changer” for countries that

have limited access to conventional natural gas.
“The perfect example is Japan because they
don’t have much conventional gas and for them
it could be an important reserve,” said Ingo
Pecher, a senior lecturer in the science faculty at
New Zealand’s University of Auckland. 

Japan is heavily reliant on liquefied natural
gas imports, with most of the country’s fleet of
nuclear reactors still offline more than six years
after the 2011 tsunami disaster at Fukushima.
But Pecher said: “It boils down to economics.”
While known and presumed gas hydrate
deposits have been identified from New Zealand
to Alaska, the challenge is to find ones that are
highly concentrated and accessible. 

Huge potential   
Several countries are hoping to turn gas

hydrate into a viable source of energy, including
Japan which has reported drilling success off its
Pacific coast. The United States, which is also
looking into the potential of gas hydrate, has
obtained positive results from exploratory
drilling in the Gulf of Mexico. But commercially
viable production is “another 10 years” away,
said Paul Duerloo, partner and managing direc-
tor at Boston Consulting Group in Tokyo. “We
know where the resource is, the technology we
need to apply but the production rates out of
the wells are not commercially sustainable at
the current prices,” said Duerloo, noting that
shale gas, another unconventional energy
source that faced similar challenges, took a long
time to “take off”. 

China expects to start commercial production
of gas hydrate “around 2030”, according to the
Ministry of Land and Resources. Another con-
cern surrounding gas hydrate extraction is the
potential for methane-a greenhouse gas-to leak
into the atmosphere and fuel global warming,
said Xu Yuan, associate professor at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong’s geography and
resource management department.
Nevertheless, gas hydrates have “huge potential”
if the cost and technological hurdles can be
overcome, he added.—AFP

China taps combustible ice 
for growing energy needs

Substantial resource could be game changer

BOYNTON BEACH: US war veteran Chad Brown
suffers from PTSD after serving in Iraq and
Somalia, has been homeless and classified as
mentally disabled, sold his blood for $20 a pop
and tried to kill himself. Now he has found some
semblance of redemption in the swamps of
Florida, mucking around with disadvantaged
inner city youths to catch snakes and get a taste of
nature as he works to connect with other people.

The project is the brain child of a Portland-
based NGO called Soul River. The kids find adult
mentors while the vets gain some perspective
on life, says Brown, a decorated Navy veteran
who founded the organization. On this particu-
lar day Brown is with another vet and five
youths in the Loxahatchee nature reserve, on
Florida’s east coast, when a Burmese python
slithers out of a sack that a forestry official had
been holding it in.

One of the kids, 14-year-old Gabriel Bliss, tries

to trap the snake as he has been taught. But he
messes up-and it bites him. “That’s the coolest
thing,” said Bliss, showing off his bleeding hand.
Later, the group troops off into a swamp with
muck up to their hips infested with mosquitoes
and alligators. But a Florida Everglades guide
assures them that the big-toothed critters do
not like human flesh. All the humans get are bug
bites. Brown founded Soul River in 2011 after
concluding that a simple sport-fly fishing-was
the only thing that helped him battle his PTSD.

Natural medicine    
Brown left the Navy in 1994 and bottomed

out in 2000 when he was admitted to a psychi-
atric ward and thought he had lost everything.
But life changed when he ventured out into
nature. He went fishing. “When I was hooking in
on my first fish, I was laughing and I was proud
and I felt all this medication that I was taking

was coming out of my system, basically,” Brown
said. He went to tell his doctors how much it
helped. Their answer: keep doing it.

“I started to fish more, and fly fishing became
a very, very critical lifestyle pivot piece of my life.
It was like a medicine for me,” the 45-year-old
Texan said. In 2011, Brown decided to share this
unexpected kind of therapy with underprivi-
leged youths in Portland, where he lives now,
and with fellow war vets. “We give them an
opportunity to find themselves as I found myself
on the river,” he said.

Such is the case of young Bliss, who decided
to take on herpetology-the study of reptiles and
amphibians-after his snake bite. And then there
is Tyrell Hall, 16, who used to dream of being a
football player but now wants to study birds and
become an ornithologist. But these kids find
mentors in other ways, too. 

Eighteen year-old Citlalli Briseno said that she
has never met her father. “There was a lot of
anger and resentment towards him and just
being in this organization, seeing men that actu-
ally have families, that actually care for their fam-
ilies and being exposed to different things that I
can do that are productive in my community, it’s
really eye-opening and it helps out a lot,” said
Briseno. In 2013 the US Fish and Wildlife Service
began providing subsidies for Soul River, which
has altogether taken some 300 young people
and vets on expeditions in Oregon, Alaska and
now Florida. Brown worries about the effect
President Donald Trump’s proposed deep budg-
et cuts would have on his program.

Money is tight 
Trump’s proposed 2018 budget for the Fish

and Wildlife Service calls for $1.3 billion in fund-
ing-a 13 percent cut compared to the previous
year. The programs that would be eliminated
include Soul River. Trump’s budget proposal still
needs to undergo congressional review and
debate, but budget cuts even this year are hurt-
ing Soul River. The Fish and Wildlife Service in
Alaska promised half of what it gave in 2016,
said Brown.

“That hurt me. It hurt me a lot,” said Brown.
He starts crying and fails to finish his sentence.
Kristen Gilbert,  a Fish and Wildlife official
involved in the Alaska trips, said she is sorry
about the funding cuts. “I think what Chad does,
particularly with veterans and youth, is really
interesting because he comes at a different
angle than just the recreation aspect,” Gilbert
said. She especially praised the “healing and
nature aspect” of Soul River.

To compensate, Brown is seeking private
donations and corporate sponsorships. Brown
made the Everglades trip with financing from a
fishing tackle company, and plans to take anoth-
er group to the Arctic this year. But the overall
number of trips is down to half of what it was in
2016. Brown said this is a personal beef because
Trump made better treatment of war vets one of
his main campaign promises. “It’s very disap-
pointing,” he said. —AFP

MEXICO CITY: Mexico enacted a perma-
nent ban on gillnet fishing in the northern
Gulf of California on Friday in a bid to pro-
tect the critically endangered porpoise
known as the vaquita marina. The measure,
which makes permanent a temporary ban
in place since April 2015, is the first step
toward fulfilling an agreement reached this
month by President Enrique Pena Nieto
and the foundations of actor Leonardo
DiCaprio and telecom billionaire Carlos
Slim to try to save the vaquita.

The diminutive vaquita is the world’s
smallest and most endangered marine
mammal, with only about two-dozen
remaining in their habitat in the upper Gulf.
Their numbers have been greatly reduced
in recent decades by the illegal use of gill-
nets, which are primarily used to catch the
totoaba fish but can ensnare and kill
vaquitas as well. The World Wildlife Fund
issued a statement supporting the ban. 

“This is a fantastic and encouraging step
forward in the path to saving the vaquita,

provided the ban is fully enforced and
accompanied by fishing alternatives for
local communities,” acting CEO Jorge
Rickards was quoted as saying. Despite
authorities’ oft-expressed commitment to
saving the vaquita, enforcement has not
been entirely effective. The swim bladder of
the totoaba is prized in China and can sell
for huge sums, offering a powerful financial
incentive for fishermen to pursue that
catch at the vaquita’s expense.

The newly permanent measure provides
for monitoring in the region especially for
fishing vessels and landing sites. It will be
illegal to transport gillnets into the area,
and fishermen will be required to report
any lost gear to avoid harming the delicate
ecosystem. Mexico is the first country to
enact such a ban on gillnets, also known as
ghost nets due to their invisibility to
marine mammals. “Great news as the per-
manent ban on gillnets has been made offi-
cial,” DiCaprio said in a Twitter message that
was retweeted by Pena Nieto.—AP

NEW YORK: Health officials are warning
new moms about the potential dangers of
taking pills made from their placenta, after
an Oregon infant’s infection was tied to the
practice. Trendy among some mothers, the
practice of eating the placenta after giving
birth is believed by some to help with post-
partum depression, breast milk production
and energy levels. It’s taken off in the last
decade, touted by some celebrity moms
and promoted on the internet. Now tens of
thousands of US moms do it, according to a
rough estimate by researchers at the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

But in an unusual report published
Thursday, a group of doctors and health
officials say the capsules appear to have
caused an infant ’s il lness in Portland,
Oregon, last fall. The authors said moms
should avoid taking them, noting that the
making of placenta capsules is not regulat-
ed and there’s no guarantee they are free of
harmful germs. The researchers include
some lab scientists at the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. A CDC
spokeswoman said the agency hasn’t taken
a formal position on placenta pills, and that
the warning was the authors’ conclusion.

Still, it’s perhaps the strongest state-
ment to date by any medical authorities
against the practice, said Sharon Young, a
UNLV researcher who has studied the prac-
tice. She said there isn’t good medical evi-
dence yet that it is beneficial. One UNLV
study found placenta pills were a no better

source of iron than dummy pills. “I’ve heard
physicians say there’s no benefit to doing it,
that it’s pointless. But I can’t remember a
statement so strongly advising against it,
from a physician or anyone,” she said. Last
fall, the Oregon baby fell ill twice with a
strep infection. 

The first time, investigators believe the
mom passed an infection to her child dur-
ing birth. Later, the mom started taking
placenta capsules. The child got sick again
weeks later, and health officials think the
pills played a role. Tests found the bacteria
in the placenta pills. The mother had sent
her placenta to a company that offers to
clean, slice and dehydrate it, then grind it
and put it into gelatin capsules, according
to the report. It’s possible the company -
which was not identified - failed to heat
the placenta enough to kill germs, the
authors said.

The placenta grows in the uterus during
pregnancy and provides oxygen and nutri-
ents to the fetus. Most mammal mothers
eat placentas after giving birth - camels
and humans traditionally were the excep-
tions. Ground placenta was a treatment in
ancient Chinese medicine, though it wasn’t
standard practice for new mothers, Young
said. Moms didn’t really start doing it until
it popped up as part of a natural birth
movement in the late 1960s and 1970s, she
said. The most common method is capsules
prepared by doulas or midwives, according
to Young.—AP

BEIJING: This photo shows a semi-submersible drilling platform in the waters off Yantai, in
China’s Shandong province.—AFP

War vets, inner city youth 
join to trap Florida pythons

BOYNTON BEACH: War veteran Chad Brown, left, and Riley Brooks ride through the Everglades
during an airboat tour at the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refugee in
Boynton Beach, Florida.—AFP photos

BOYNTON BEACH: A youth group makes their way during a canoe trial into the Everglades.

AT SEA: This illustration of a Vaquita Marina, provided by Greenpeace, shows an
image of the highly endangered sea mammal swimming in the sea.—AP 

Mexico bans gillnet fishing in 
endangered porpoise’s habitat

Oregon infant’s illness prompts 
warning about placenta pills

MONTANA: This file photo shows dehydrated placenta capsules in Columbia,
Montana.—AP
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HILDALE, Utah: Utah health authorities
said they are investigating an outbreak of
E coli after two children died in a city on
the Arizona border that’s home to a polyg-
amist Mormon sect. The investigation in
Hildale, Utah, comes after the deaths in
recent weeks, the Southwest Utah Public
Health Department told the Salt Lake
Tribune. The cause and number of E coli
cases was not available, said David
Heaton, an official at the department.

The agency does not consider the
town at large to be at risk, the Tribune
reported. “All the water testing we’ve
done in Hildale has been clean,” Heaton

said, “so we’re focusing all our efforts on
contaminated food or exposure to ani-
mals.” The department is looking at one
location, he said, declining to identify it
because of the ongoing investigation.

E coli can cause diarrhea, cramps,
nausea, headaches or other symptoms. It
has been a while since there’s been an
outbreak of E coli in southern Utah,
Heaton said, adding that there have
been individual cases. Hildale and adja-
cent Colorado City, Arizona, have been
dominated for decades by members of
the polygamous Fundamentalist Church
of Latter-Day Saints.—AP

Health agency probes E coli 
outbreak in polygamist Utah 

LOS ANGELES: Jacquie Barnbrook had grown
tired of the high electricity bills and her gas-guz-
zling luxury car when she finally decided to take
the plunge last year. The 52-year-old Los Angeles
resident joined an ever-growing number of
Californians who are switching to solar power for
their energy needs in a bid to not only save
money but to also do their part for the environ-
ment in a state setting the pace for the rest of
the country in that sector. 

“At this time of year, my power and water
bil ls  usually were around $400 a month,”
Barnbrook said. “Right now, it’s $150 a month.”
As for her vehicle, Barnbrook said she ditched it
in favor of a hybrid one that she now plugs in
and charges at her house. “I was previously
spending $80 dollars on gas every three or four
days and now I haven’t put gas in my new car
since the beginning of March,” she noted.
“That’s four months ago!” 

Nearly 4.9 million homes are powered by
solar energy in California-the nation’s green trail-
blazer and the most populous state-and that
number is expected to continue to grow, accord-
ing to the Solar Energy Industries Association, a
non-profit trade association. Even President
Donald Trump, an avowed sceptic on climate
change, is considering putting solar panels on
the wall he plans to build on the Mexican border.

Snake oil    
Although solar installations have slowed this

year due, in part, to a record number of people
rushing to sign up in 2016 for fear of losing a tax
incentive, the market is expected to continue to
grow, especially in places like California which
has a plethora of sunny days, experts say.
Driving this expansion is the plummeting cost of
solar panels-which were traditionally limited to
relatively affluent homeowners-and improving
technology on batteries to store energy, they
add. “Right now, we’re in throes of rapid change
in the solar industry,” said Rajit Gadh, director of
the UCLA Smart Grid Energy Research Center. 

“As people process all the information out
there and report their success stories and it
starts to become mainstream ... the momentum
will grow.”He said apart from cost, another rea-
son average consumers have gingerly adopted

solar power in recent years was the dizzying
number of regulatory hoops they had to go
through to get approval from utility companies
and a lot of complicated information to process.
Moreover, as demand for the product has surged
in the last decade, so have the number of com-
panies-both serious and shady-jostling for a
piece of the pie.

“Solar power is confusing and for a long time
it really didn’t make a lot of economic sense,”
said Ryan Willemsen, CEO and founder of the
San Diego-based start-up Solar to the People. “In
California, solar is really getting a snake oil repu-
tation because of some of the unscrupulous
folks involved who are pushing solar super hard,”
he added. “In San Diego alone, for example,
there are over 200 solar operations.” Ara
Petrosyan, CEO and founder of LA Solar Group, a
consulting firm, said he believes that once the
dust settles and shady companies inevitably go
out of business, consumers will be able to make
more informed and affordable choices and the
sector will take off like “a rocket ship.”

“In five years, so many rules and regulations
have been added that you have to be a really
good expert to stay in the business,” he said.
He added that a clear sign of where the indus-
try is going is the number of installations-
which cost between $15,000 and $20,000 for
an average size house-his company is han-
dling. “When we started in 2012, we did about
10 installations a month,” Petrosyan said.
“Today, we do about 120 a month ... and it will
definitely keep increasing.”

Such projections are good news for a state
that has mandated that 50 percent of its elec-
tricity come from renewable energy sources,
including solar, by 2030. Solar power is also
growing fast in other states, including New York,
which look to California as an example. “The
overall industry trend is that the cost of solar
panels and other components is going down,”
said Willemsen. “And more and more standard
folks are hearing it’s a good idea and once one
person in the neighborhood goes solar, more
and more follow.”—AFP 

THESSALONIKI, Greece: In the rugged,
herb-scented mountains of northwestern
Greece, where the border with Albania is a
snaking invisible line, trouble is brewing
over tea - the wild herbal variety. Greek
authorities and conservationists say bands
of impoverished Albanians are making reg-
ular cross-border forays, illegally harvesting
donkey-loads of herbs and medicinal
plants. They mostly pick mountain tea -
also called ironwort - hawthorn and even
primrose, but they are also destroying rare
and endangered species in the process.

The looters then sell  the herbs for
export to pharmaceutical or cosmetics
companies, a business that nets Albanian
wholesalers tens of millions annually. It’s
illegal in Greece to pick more than a tiny
quantity of wild herbs for personal use in
traditional infusions. That ban doesn’t exist
in Albania, one of Europe’s poorest nations.
But, more significantly, the plants are usual-
ly uprooted in the looters’ haste to pick as
much as possible and be off undetected.
This stops natural regeneration, threatens
delicate ecosystems and leaves entire
mountainsides denuded.

Albanians contend the herbs are there
and the Greeks don’t pick them, so why
shouldn’t somebody profit? Christos
Toskos, an environmentalist in Greece’s
Kastoria border area, says the depredations
have increased over the past five years,
with incursions now coming on a daily
basis. “There is very large destruction in
areas covering thousands of acres,” he said.
Vassilis Filiadis, who grows his own herbs in
Kastoria, lamented the fate of an old wild
ironwort patch in the Grammos mountains.

“It covers about 3 square kilometers. In
past years, the mountain tea grew there like
a sea. The plants formed waves,” he told The
Associated Press. “I went this year and was
shocked, it’s all been uprooted.” Greece’s flo-
ra is among the richest in Europe, with
about 6,500 native plant species. In target-

ed operations over the last few months,
Greek police have arrested at least ten
Albanians and seized dozens of kilograms
of herbs. In one case in late June, three peo-
ple were caught with 136 kilograms of iron-
wort loaded on two horses and a donkey.

Illegal harvesters
Albanian exporters pay illegal gatherers

up to 6 euros a kilogram for ironwort and 7
euros a kilogram for hawthorn, Greek offi-
cials say. “They illegally enter Greece and
quickly gather the plants to avoid being
seen,” said Brigadier-General Panagiotis
Ntziovaras, head of police for the border
region of western Macedonia. Those caught
have been given suspended prison sen-
tences of one or two months and been
deported. Many poor Albanians are crossing
the mountains into Greece this year because
of an herb shortage in Albania due to freez-
ing temperatures last winter, said Filip Gjoka,
president of Albania’s Association of
Medicinal & Aromatic Plants and owner of
an herb and spice trading company.

He said they sometimes take whole fam-
ilies and camp in the mountains with their
horses or mules. “There are a lot of herbs in
Greece, where they are not collected due to
labor force shortages or lack of interest,”
Gjoka said. “We here collect those herbs,
and these people take the risks to support
their families. They can bear a few months
of jail since there are no other jobs.” In
2016, 24 Albanian companies exported
some 17,000 tons of medicinal and aromat-
ic plants and herbs - 186 varieties - worth a
total of $40 million. They process only
about 30 percent of that amount in five fac-
tories and export the rest raw. The US is a
main importer, while others include France,
Germany, Spain and even Australia.
Kastoria agriculturalist Dimitris Natos said
the international market for herbs, particu-
larly for use in cosmetics and foods, is
expanding rapidly. — AP

ATHENS: Bunches of mountain tea are on sale in a shop in Athens.—AP

Looters strip mountains of 
wild tea, rare plants in Greece

Californians take a 
shine to solar power

WASHINGTON: The Zika virus may
not seem as big a threat as last sum-
mer but don’t let your guard down -
especially if you’re pregnant or trying
to be. While cases of the birth defect-
causing virus have dropped sharply
from last year’s peak in parts of Latin

America and the Caribbean, Zika has-
n’t disappeared from the region and
remains a potential threat. It’s hard to
predict how much risk people face in
locales with smoldering infection, or
if cases might spike again. For now,
pregnant women stil l  are being

urged not to travel to a country or
area with even a few reported cases
of Zika, because the consequences
can be disastrous for a fetus’ brain.
“It’s part of the new reality,” said Dr.
Martin Cetron of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
Those trying to conceive, and their
partners, are advised to check with
their doctor on how long to wait
after visiting a location with active
Zika infection.

There are lingering questions,
too, about Zika’s risk beyond preg-
nancy, enough that US scientists just
began studying babies in Guatemala
to learn if infection after birth also
might damage the brain. The chal-
lenge is getting those messages to
the people who most need it when
Zika is fast receding from the pub-
lic’s radar - even as money may be
drying up to track the virus and the
babies it injures.

Mosquito season in full swing
In the past month, Puerto Rico

and Brazil, hard hit by Zika last year,

declared their epidemics over. But
smaller numbers of infections con-
tinue around the region, according
to the CDC and the Pan American
Health Organization. “Zika hasn’t
gone away,” said CDC acting direc-
tor Dr. Anne Schuchat. “We can’t
afford to be complacent.” The US
Zika Pregnancy Registr y counts
1,963 pregnant women in US states
who had lab tests showing Zika
infec t ion s ince off ic ia ls  began
counting in 2016,  and another
4,107 in US territories.

Since the beginning of June, 271
pregnant women were added to the
registry’s Zika count, 80 of them in US
states and the rest residents of US ter-
ritories, although it’s not clear when
they became infected. What about not
pregnant travelers? CDC has counted
140 cases so far this year in US states,
all of them who had symptoms. The
vast majority of people who get Zika
don’t notice symptoms, yet still are
potential spreaders of infection if
mosquitoes back home bite them and
then someone else. —AP

Pregnant or trying? Don’t 
let Zika virus guard down

BRAZIL: In this file photo, Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, responsible for trans-
mitting Zika, sit in a petri dish at the Fiocruz Institute in Recife, Brazil.—AP
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C IK , a  social, membership-based organization of Canadian identity is
composed of and supported by Canadians in Kuwait. CiK strives to
showcase the Culture and values of Canadian Societies in Kuwait

combining the talents and contributions of Canadians who live across
Kuwait. In line with its objectives of promoting friendship and bonds
among Canadians the CIK this year too held their grandeur annual gather-
ing. CIK’s active role in portraying varieties of Canadian culture in the past
has earned the respect of wide spectrum of Kuwaiti society and other expa-
triate communities in Kuwait.

The President of CIK Ishtiaq Malik, in his opening remarks welcomed the
members and the guests and
thanked all the members for contin-
ued support and contributions that
nurture and strengthen CIK. Annual
get together - 2017 was held at the
residence of Sri Lanka Ambassador
who is an active member of CIK
with his deep rooted bonds in
Canada. The gala evening also wit-
nessed celebrations of the wedding
anniversary of Reza and Ariata the
two long serving members of the

CIK governing board. Anniversary cake-cutting was followed by presenta-
tion of a plaqueto the couple by CIK, in recognition of their untint support
and commitment.

The CIK also honored Moly Hinh, one of the Board Members of the CIK.
The President appreciated Moly’s immense contributions to the member-
ship drive undertook by CIK that substantially expanded CIK membership.
Ambassador Candie presented a “Portrait” of Moly Hinh in appreciation of
her dedicated service to the CIK, on behalf of the members. The gathering
also discussed CIK’s agenda in an informal setting for the upcoming year.
The well attended CIK gathering that lasted until the wee hours was filled
with indelible memories of joy and enetertainment.

CIK hold annual gathering
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Creating memorable experi-
ences in every level of service
provided and always sharing

the passion of sports cars with
Camaro enthusiasts, Chevrolet
Alghanim invited “Kuwait Camaro
Club” to VIP experience at the exclu-
sive movie premier of the highly
anticipated Transformers 5: The Last
Knight, in which one of the main
characters, the Bumblebee, has
always been a Chevrolet Camaro in
all its previous titles. The screening
took place in the VIP area of Grand
Cinemas at Hamra Tower.

The event comes as part of the
ongoing commitment of Chevrolet
Alghanim to the sports cars commu-
nity and in specific the Kuwait
Camaro Club, sponsoring its events
and gathering, initiating exclusive
events for its members to reward
them and enable them to be the
first to explore new Camaro cars
launched in the Kuwait. Chevrolet
Alghanim aims through its support
to add value and enrich the passion
for its sports cars and attracts youth.

Speed, performance and design
The Camaro SS 2017 is not only

the best Camaro SS ever, but also
one of the best performance cars
available, designed by Chevrolet to
be lighter, more powerful, refined,
with more advanced technology.
Described as the most powerful yet,
the Camaro SS set to prove its per-

formance capabilities with an
extreme 0-100 mph-0 test, thereby
establishing a new performance
benchmark in the sport car segment
for Middle East customers. 

The most powerful Camaro SS
ever built, the car provides a faster,
more nimble driving experience
with a new 6.2L direct-injected
Small Block V-8 rated at 455 horse-
power and 455 lb-ft of torque.
Lightweight architecture and opti-
mized systems. Significant weight
savings came from using an alu-
minum instrument panel frame
instead of steel, has contributed in
the reduction of the overall suspen-
sion weight. With the lighter, stiffer
architecture and more powerful
engines, the Camaro SS delivers bet-
ter lap times than the fifth-genera-
tion’s track-focused Camaro 1LE
package.  The Camaro features a
new, multi-link MacPherson strut
front suspension with Camaro-spe-
cific geometry. The double-pivot
design provides a more precise feel-
ing of control, including more linear
and communicative feel from the
quick-ratio electric power steering
system. At the rear, a new five-link
independent suspension yields out-
standing wheel control and reduces
“squat” during acceleration.

Other features 
Aerodynamically optimized

design that is the result of 350 hours

of wind tunnel testing, reducing
drag on LT models and improving
down force on SS. More athletic-
looking, sculptured exterior that
complements the tighter, leaner
architecture - and offers all-new,
modern lighting signatures, includ-
ing light-emitting diode (LED) tech-
nology. All-new, interior with shifter-
focused center console, intuitive

controls, flat-bottom steering wheel,
and higher quality materials
throughout.  Unique control rings
around the air vents used for tem-
perature and fan speed adjust-
ments, eliminating the need for con-
ventional buttons.

Superior Technology
With performance and advanced

design comes a superior technology
to complement the overall unique
experience that every sports car
enthusiasts looks forward to. The
technology features include: All-
new Drive Mode Selector, which tai-
lors up to eight vehicle attributes
for four modes: Snow/Ice, Tour,
Sport and - on SS models - Track set-
tings. Segment-exclusive, Interior

Spectrum Lighting that offers 24
different ambient lighting effects
on the dash, door panels, and cen-
ter console. High-definition, config-
urable color displays - including
available dual, 8-inch-diagonal
screens. Driver-centric technology
including Head-Up Display, wireless
smartphone charger and Apple
CarPlay.

Chevrolet Alghanim hosts ‘Kuwait Camaro Club’ 

Kuwait National English School’s SEN department holds concert

“What a Wonderful World “was the theme of the SEN closing ceremony for the Sen Department from Kuwait National English School. The staff from the SEN Department of Kuwait National English School showed their dedication and
commitment for the benefit of their children in a cheerful and lovely atmosphere. Congratulations to the children who performed with enthusiasm and joy on this occasion.
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00:20   Universal Soldier: The Return   
01:50   Age Of Ice   
03:30   The Transporter: Refueled   
05:15   Larceny   
07:10   Ladder 49   
09:10   Survivor   
10:55   Road Wars   
12:30   Larceny   
14:10   Ladder 49   
16:10   Kingsglaive: Final Fantasy XV   
18:10   Dr. No   
20:05   The 5th Wave   
22:00   Wild Card   
23:35   The Dead Lands        

00:45   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
01:10   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
01:40   Shamwari: A Wild Life    
05:02   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
05:27   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
05:49   River Monsters   
06:36   Night   
07:00   Night   
07:25   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
08:15   Wildest Africa   
09:10   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
09:35   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
10:05   Tanked   
11:00   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
11:55   Cats 101   
12:50   Wildest Africa   
13:45   River Monsters   
14:40   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
15:05   Shamwari: A Wild Life   
15:35   Tanked   
16:30   River Monsters   
17:25   Animal Cops Houston   
18:20   Lone Star Law   
19:15   Tanked   
20:10   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
21:05   Animal Cops Houston   
22:00   Lone Star Law   
22:55   Wildest Indochina   
23:50   River Monsters       

00:15   EastEnders   
00:45   Unforgotten   
01:35   Ashes To Ashes   
02:30   Ripper Street   

03:25   Ripper Street   
04:25   Doctors   
05:00   Doctors   
05:30   EastEnders   
06:00   Doctors   
06:30   EastEnders   
07:00   Casualty   
07:55   New Tricks   
08:45   Call The Midwife   
09:40   Father Brown   
10:30   Doctors   
11:05   EastEnders   
11:35   New Tricks   
12:30   Call The Midwife   
13:25   Father Brown   
14:20   Doctors   
14:50   EastEnders   
15:20   New Tricks   
16:15   Call The Midwife   
17:10   Father Brown   
18:05   Casualty   
19:05   New Tricks   
20:00   Orphan Black   
21:00   Orphan Black   
21:50   Spooks   
22:45   Spooks   
23:35   Casualty      

00:00   Cursed   
01:00   Paranormal State   
01:30   Paranormal State   
02:00   Britain's Darkest Taboos   
03:00   Killers   
04:00   Cursed   
05:00   Paranormal State   
05:30   Paranormal State   
06:00   The First 48   
07:00   Evil Up Close   
08:00   The First 48   
09:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
10:00   Robbie Coltrane's Critical Evidence   
11:00   Robbie Coltrane's Critical Evidence   
13:00   Robbie Coltrane's Critical Evidence   
14:00   The First 48   
15:00   When Life Means Life   
16:00   Evil Up Close   
17:00   Homicide Hunter   
18:00   Homicide Hunter   
19:00   The First 48   
20:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
21:00   When Life Means Life   
22:00   Homicide Hunter   
23:00   Britain's Darkest Taboos   

00:05   Destroyed In Seconds   
00:30   Nextworld   
01:20   Man v Expert   
02:10   Dirty Jobs   
03:00   Dirty Jobs   
03:50   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
04:40   Ultimate Survival   
05:30   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
06:20   How It's Made   
06:40   How It's Made   
07:00   Adventure 8: Zoo Games   
07:25   Kids vs Film   
07:50   Must Love Cats   

08:40   How It's Made   
09:05   How It's Made   
09:30   Man v Expert   
10:20   Mythbusters   
11:10   Do You Know?     
13:35   Do You Know?   
14:15   Do You Know?   
14:30   Adventure 8: Zoo Games   
14:55   Kids vs Film   
15:20   Must Love Cats   
16:10   Man v Expert   
17:00   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
17:25   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
17:50   The Carbonaro Effect   
18:15   The Carbonaro Effect   
18:40   Don't Blink   
19:05   Don't Blink   
19:30   How It's Made   
19:55   How It's Made   
20:20   Mythbusters   
21:10   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
21:35   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
22:00   The Carbonaro Effect   
22:25   The Carbonaro Effect   
22:50   Destroyed In Seconds   
23:15   Destroyed In Seconds   
23:40   Ultimate Survival     

00:30   Paranormal Lockdown With Nick
Groff   
01:20   Alaska Haunting   
02:10   Who Killed Jane Doe?   
03:00   Casey Anthony: An American
Murder Mystery   
03:48   Grave Secrets   
04:36   Murder Chose Me   
05:24   Murder Book   
06:12   Blood Relatives   
07:00   The Locator   
07:25   The Locator   
07:50   I Almost Got Away With It   
08:40   California Investigator   
09:05   California Investigator   
09:30   Blood Relatives   
10:20   Shadow Of Doubt   
11:10   I Am Homicide   
12:00   The Locator   
12:25   The Locator   
12:50   I Almost Got Away With It   
13:40   California Investigator   
14:05   California Investigator   
14:30   Blood Relatives   
15:20   Shadow Of Doubt   
16:10   Nightmare Next Door   
17:00   I Am Homicide     
19:30   I Am Homicide   
20:20   Last Hope With Troy Dunn   
20:45   Last Hope With Troy Dunn   
21:10   Betrayed   

22:00   The Real Story With Maria Elena
Salinas   
22:50   Casey Anthony: An American
Murder Mystery   
23:40   Murder Chose Me     

00:00   Hank Zipzer   
00:25   Alex & Co.   
00:45   The Hive   
00:50   Evermoor Chronicles   
01:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
01:40   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:05   Binny And The Ghost   
02:30   Binny And The Ghost   
02:55   Hank Zipzer   
03:15   The Hive   
03:20   Hank Zipzer   
03:45   Alex & Co.   
04:10   Alex & Co.   
04:35   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:00   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:25   Binny And The Ghost   
05:45   The Hive   
05:50   The 7D   
06:00   Jessie   
06:25   Jessie   
06:50   The Adventures Of Disney Fairies   
07:15   Tangled Before Ever After Sneak
Peek   
07:20   Elena Of Avalor   
07:45   The Zhuzhus S1   
08:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
08:27   Tangled Before Ever After Sneak
Peek   
08:35   Bunk'd   
09:00   Stuck In The Middle   
09:25   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug...   
09:50   Best Friends Whenever   
10:15   Liv And Maddie   
10:40   Disney's Descendants   
12:40   Tangled Before Ever After Sneak
Peek   
12:45   Jessie   
13:10   Girl Meets World   
13:35   Austin & Ally   
14:00   Austin & Ally   
14:25   Rolling With The Ronks   
14:50   The Zhuzhus S1   
15:15   Tangled Before Ever After Sneak
Peek   
15:20   Bizaardvark   
15:45   Elena Of Avalor   
16:10   Liv And Maddie   
16:35   Descendants Wicked World   
16:40   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug...   
17:05   Stuck In The Middle   
17:30   Stuck In The Middle   
17:55   Tangled Before Ever After Sneak
Peek   
18:00   Girl Meets World   
18:25   Alex & Co.   
18:50   Best Friends Whenever   
19:15   Star Darlings   
19:20   Liv And Maddie   
19:45   Mako Mermaids   
20:10   The Adventures Of Disney Fairies   

20:35   Tangled Before Ever After Sneak
Peek   
20:40   Bizaardvark   
21:05   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug...   
21:30   Stuck In The Middle   
21:55   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
22:00   Bunk'd   
22:25   Bunk'd   
22:50   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug...   
23:10   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug...   
23:35   Lolirock     

00:00   Henry Hugglemonster   
00:15   Calimero   
00:30   Art Attack   
00:55   Zou   
01:05   Loopdidoo   
01:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
01:35   Calimero   
01:50   Zou   
02:05   Art Attack   
02:30   The Hive   
02:40   Loopdidoo   
02:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
03:10   Art Attack   
03:35   Loopdidoo   
03:50   Calimero   
04:05   Art Attack   
04:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
04:45   Zou   
05:00   Art Attack   
05:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:45   Loopdidoo   
06:00   Zou   
06:15   Calimero   
06:30   Loopdidoo   
06:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
07:00   Sofia The First   
07:25   PJ Masks   
07:50   The Lion Guard   
08:15   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
08:40   Doc McStuffins   
09:05   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
09:35   The Lion Guard   
10:00   Sofia The First   
10:30   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
11:00   PJ Masks   
11:25   Goldie & Bear   
11:50   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
12:15   Sofia The First   
12:40   The Lion Guard   
13:10   Doc McStuffins   
13:35   PJ Masks   
14:00   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
14:30   The Lion Guard   
14:55   Unbungalievable   
15:00   Goldie & Bear   
15:30   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
16:00   Sofia The First   

16:30   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
16:55   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
17:05   Doc McStuffins Toy Hospital   
17:35   The Lion Guard   
18:05   PJ Masks   
18:35   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
19:05   Sofia The First   
19:35   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
20:05   The Lion Guard   
20:35   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
21:00   Goldie & Bear   
21:25   Doc McStuffins   
21:50   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
22:00   Sofia The First   
22:30   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
22:55   PJ Masks   
23:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
23:35   The Hive   
23:45   Loopdidoo       

00:20   Wheeler Dealers   
01:05   Heavy Rescue   
01:50   Racing Extinction   
03:20   Misfit Garage   
04:05   Abandoned Engineering   
04:50   Gold Rush   
05:35   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Gold Divers   
06:45   Wheeler Dealers   
07:30   Misfit Garage   
08:15   What On Earth?   
09:00   Baggage Battles   
09:25   How Do They Do It?   
09:47   How Do They Do It?   
10:10   Fast N' Loud   
10:55   How It's Made: Dream Cars   
11:17   How It's Made: Dream Cars   
11:40   Fast N' Loud: Demolition Theatre   
12:25   How Do They Do It?   
12:47   Baggage Battles   
13:10   Gold Rush   
13:55   Abandoned Engineering   
14:40   Gold Divers   
15:25   Misfit Garage   
16:10   Wheeler Dealers   
17:00   How Do They Do It?   
17:25   How Do They Do It?   
17:50   Baggage Battles   
18:20   Baggage Battles   
18:50   Abandoned Engineering   
19:40   How Do They Do It?   
20:10   How Do They Do It?   
20:35   How Do They Do It?   
21:00   Gold Divers   
21:50   Sonic Sea   
23:05   Outback Truckers   
23:55   How Do They Do It?        

06:00   Gravity Falls   
06:25   Supa Strikas   
06:50   Supa Strikas   
07:15   Right Now Kapow   
07:40   Access All Areas: Spider-Man:
Homecoming   

08:00   Disney Mickey Mouse   
08:05   Marvel's Rocket And Groot   
08:10   K.C. Undercover   
08:35   Milo Murphy's Law   
09:00   Walk The Prank   
09:25   Supa Strikas   
09:50   Gravity Falls   
10:15   Marvel's Rocket And Groot   
10:20   K.C. Undercover   
10:45   Right Now Kapow   
11:10   Lab Rats   
11:35   Mech-X4   
12:00   Hatching Pete   
13:30   Milo Murphy's Law   
13:45   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
14:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
14:15   Future-Worm!   
14:40   Kirby Buckets   
15:05   Lab Rats   
15:30   Walk The Prank   
15:55   Right Now Kapow   
16:25   K.C. Undercover   
16:50   Disney11   
17:15   Mech-X4   
17:40   Milo Murphy's Law   
18:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
18:10   Gravity Falls   
18:35   Lab Rats   
19:00   Supa Strikas   
19:25   Milo Murphy's Law   
19:50   Marvel's Rocket And Groot   
19:55   K.C. Undercover   
20:20   Mech-X4   
20:45   Disney11   
21:10   Walk The Prank   
21:35   Marvel's Rocket And Groot   
21:40   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:45   Lab Rats   
22:10   Lab Rats   
22:35   Phineas And Ferb   
23:00   Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA     

00:00   Second Wives Club   
00:55   Botched   
01:20   Botched   
01:50   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
02:50   Celebrity Style Story   
03:20   Celebrity Style Story   
03:50   Botched   
04:40   Botched   
05:30   Celebrity Style Story   
06:00   Botched By Nature   
06:55   E! News   
07:25   Botched By Nature   
08:20   Botched By Nature   
09:15   Botched By Nature   
10:10   E! News   
10:40   Celebrity Style Story   
11:10   WAGs Miami   
12:05   WAGs Miami   
13:05   WAGs Miami   
14:00   WAGs Miami   
15:00   E! News   
15:30   Celebrity Style Story   
16:00   Second Wives Club   
17:00   Second Wives Club   
18:00   Second Wives Club   
19:00   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
20:00   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
21:00   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
22:00   Botched   
23:00   E! News   
23:15   Rob & Chyna        

00:00   The Great Food Truck Race   
01:00   Rev Run's Sunday Suppers   
01:30   Rev Run's Sunday Suppers   
02:00   Private Chef   
02:30   Private Chef   
03:00   Chopped   
04:00   The Great Food Truck Race   
05:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
06:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
06:30   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
07:00   The Kitchen   
08:00   The Pioneer Woman   
08:30   The Pioneer Woman   
09:00   Siba's Table   
09:30   Siba's Table   
10:00   Bake With Anna Olson   
10:30   Bake With Anna Olson   
11:00   The Kitchen   
12:00   The Pioneer Woman   
12:30   The Pioneer Woman   
13:00   Siba's Table   
13:30   Siba's Table   
14:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
14:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
15:00   Chopped   
16:00   The Kitchen   
17:00   The Pioneer Woman   
17:30   The Pioneer Woman   
18:00   Chopped   
19:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
20:00   Restaurant: Impossible   
21:00   Mystery Diners   
21:30   Mystery Diners   

22:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
22:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
23:00   Chopped      

00:10   Pick Me!   
01:00   Emmerdale   
01:30   Coronation Street   
02:00   Catchphrase   
02:30   Chopping Block   
03:25   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
03:50   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
04:20   Royal Stories   
04:45   Royal Stories   
05:15   Masterpiece With Alan Titchmarsh   
06:10   Pick Me!   
07:05   Chopping Block   
08:00   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
08:30   Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me   
09:00   Royal Stories   
09:30   Royal Stories   
10:00   Masterpiece With Alan Titchmarsh   
10:55   Pick Me!   
11:50   Chopping Block   
12:45   Emmerdale   
13:15   Coronation Street   
13:45   Coronation Street   
14:15   Pick Me!   
15:10   Chopping Block   
16:00   Jekyll And Hyde   
16:55   Cameraman To The Queen   
17:50   Tonight At The London Palladium   
18:45   Emmerdale   
19:15   Coronation Street   
19:45   Coronation Street   
20:10   Chopping Block   
21:00   Jekyll And Hyde   
21:55   Cameraman To The Queen   
22:50   Emmerdale   
23:15   Coronation Street   
23:40   Coronation Street    

00:20   Ice Road Truckers   
01:10   Pawn Stars   
01:35   Pawn Stars   
02:00   Storage Wars Texas   
02:25   Pawn Stars South Africa   
02:50   Storage Wars   
03:15   American Pickers   
04:05   Pawn Stars   
04:30   Pawn Stars   
05:00   Mountain Men   
06:00   Leepu And Pitbull   
06:50   Duck Dynasty   
07:15   Duck Dynasty   
07:40   Counting Cars   
08:05   Counting Cars   
08:30   Pawn Stars   
08:55   Pawn Stars   
09:20   Storage Wars   
09:45   Storage Wars   
10:10   American Pickers   
11:00   Billion Dollar Wreck   
11:50   Duck Dynasty   
12:15   Duck Dynasty   
12:40   Counting Cars   
13:05   Counting Cars   
13:30   Ax Men   
14:20   Mountain Men   
15:10   Leepu And Pitbull   
16:00   Storage Wars   
16:25   Storage Wars   
16:50   Pawn Stars   
17:15   Pawn Stars   
17:40   Pawn Stars   
18:05   Pawn Stars   
18:30   Storage Wars Texas   
18:55   Storage Wars Texas   
19:20   Mountain Men   
20:10   American Pickers   
21:00   101 People Who Made The 20th
Century   
21:50   The Warfighters   
22:40   JFK Declassified: Hunting Oswald   
23:30   American Pickers    

00:15   Poh & Co   
00:45   Rustic Adventure Argentina   
01:10   Places We Go   
01:40   A Is For Apple   
02:05   Food School   
02:35   The Food Files   
03:00   Food Lover's Guide To The Planet   
03:30   Food Lover's Guide To The Planet   
03:55   David Rocco's Dolce Vita   
04:25   Street Food Around The World   
04:50   Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Sea   
05:45   Glamour Puds   
06:15   Korean Soul Food   
07:10   A Is For Apple   
07:35   Food School   
08:05   The Food Files   
08:30   Food Lover's Guide To The Planet   
09:00   Food Lover's Guide To The Planet   

09:25   David Rocco's Dolce Vita   
09:55   Street Food Around The World   
10:20   Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Sea   
11:15   Glamour Puds   
11:45   Korean Soul Food   
12:40   A Is For Apple   
13:05   Route Awakening   
13:35   Jose Andres: Dinner In Haiti   
14:30   David Rocco's Dolce Vita   
14:55   David Rocco's Dolce Vita   
15:25   Street Food Around The World   
15:50   Glamour Puds   
16:20   Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Sea   
17:15   Island Hunter   
18:10   Bad Trip   
19:05   Street Food Around The World   
19:30   Glamour Puds   
20:00   Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Sea   
21:00   Island Hunter   
22:00   Bad Trip   
22:55   A Is For Apple   
23:20   Route Awakening   
23:50   Jose Andres: Dinner In Haiti       

00:10   Wicked Tuna: North vs South   
01:00   From The Ashes   
02:35   Innovation Nation   
03:00   King Fishers   
04:00   Wicked Tuna: North vs South   
05:00   My Dog Ate What?   
06:00   Science Of Stupid   
06:30   Science Of Stupid   
07:00   Border Wars   
08:00   Breakthrough   
09:00   My Dog Ate What?   
10:00   Scam City   
11:00   Primal Survivor   
12:00   Outsiders: Living Off The Edge   
13:00   Science Of Stupid   
13:30   Science Of Stupid   
14:00   Breakthrough   
15:00   Border Wars   
16:00   Scam City   
17:00   Primal Survivor   
18:00   Outsiders: Living Off The Edge   
19:00   Border Wars   
20:00   Scam City   
20:50   Primal Survivor   
21:40   Outsiders: Living Off The Edge   
22:30   Border Wars   
23:20   Science Of Stupid   
23:45   Science Of Stupid        

00:20   Ultimate Animal Countdown   
01:10   Australia's Deadly Monsters   
02:00   Vanishing Kings: Desert Lions Of
Namib   
02:50   Hunter Hunted   
03:45   Extreme Animals   
04:40   Namibia, Sanctuary Of Giants   
05:35   Vanishing Kings: Desert Lions Of
Namib   
06:30   Hunter Hunted   
07:25   Extreme Animals   
08:20   Namibia, Sanctuary Of Giants   
09:15   World's Weirdest (2015)   
10:10   Dead Or Alive   
11:05   Dangerous Encounters   
12:00   Shark Alley   
12:55   Viper Queens   
13:50   Hunter Hunted   
14:45   Jobs That Bite!   
15:40   Gorilla Murders   
16:35   Incredible Gulpers   
17:30   Rescue Ink   
18:25   Wild 24   
19:20   Jobs That Bite!   
20:10   Gorilla Murders   
21:00   Incredible Gulpers   
21:50   Rescue Ink   
22:40   Wild 24   
23:30   Shark Alley     

00:40   Kim Possible: So The Drama   
01:55   Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: Rodrick
Rules   
03:35   Charlotte's Web   
05:15   Kim Possible: So The Drama   
06:30   A Sunday Horse   
08:15   Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: Rodrick
Rules   
09:55   Underdog   
11:40   Charlotte's Web   
13:30   Lilo & Stitch   
15:00   Zootropolis   
16:50   Nancy Drew   
18:30   Bark Ranger   
19:55   A Little Game   
21:30   Lilo & Stitch   
22:55   Zootropolis     

01:30   A Short History Of Decay   
03:05   Junior   

04:55   Crazy On The Outside   
06:35   Parenthood   
08:40   Junior   
10:30   Crazy On The Outside   
12:10   Parenthood   
14:15   Indian Summer   
15:55   The Butcher's Wife   
17:40   Lovesick   
19:05   Trust Me   
20:35   Absolutely Anything   
22:00   A Fantastic Fear Of Everything   
23:45   Cops And Robbersons    

00:55   Boyhood   
03:45   The Better Angels   
05:25   4 Minute Mile   
07:05   Manny   
08:40   From Rocky To Creed The Legacy
Continues   
09:40   The Better Angels   
11:20   4 Minute Mile   
13:00   The Yellow Handkerchief   
14:40   Every Thing Will Be Fine   
16:40   Eyes Of An Angel   
18:15   Waking Life   
20:00   The Life Aquatic With Steve Zissou   
22:00   The Danish Girl        

00:25   Last Wizard   
01:35   Memory Loss   
02:55   The Adventures Of Rocky And
Bullwinkle   
04:35   The Swan Princess: Pirate Today,
Princess Tomorrow   
06:00   Bonta   
07:30   Vickie And The Treasure Of Gods   
09:15   Savva   
10:50   Cher Ami   
12:25   Memory Loss   
13:55   Garfield   
15:20   Savva   
16:55   Pooh's Heffalump Halloween
Movie   
18:05   Get Squirrely   
19:30   Garfield   
20:55   Vickie And The Treasure Of Gods   
22:35   A Town Called Panic        

01:15   Beaches   
03:15   The Invention Of Lying   
05:00   A.I. Artificial Intelligence   
07:35   Beaches   
09:35   The Ladykillers   
11:25   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
13:10   War Horse   
15:40   Air Force One   
17:50   Big Fish   
20:00   The Hurricane   
22:25   He Got Game       

00:30   Direct From Pluto: First Encounter   
01:20   Man v The Universe   
02:10   How The Earth Works   
03:00   Cosmic Collisions   
03:48   Mythbusters    
07:00   How Do They Do It?   
07:26   Da Vinci's Machines   
08:14   Mythbusters   
09:02   How The Universe Works   
09:50   Mission Asteroid   
10:38   Home Factory   
11:02   Home Factory   
11:26   Da Vinci's Machines   
12:14   The Man Who Tweeted Earth   
13:02   Mission Asteroid   
13:50   How To Survive An Asteroid Strike:
An Asteroid...   
14:38   Da Vinci's Machines   
15:26   How Do They Do It?   
15:50   Food Factory   
16:14   Mythbusters   
17:02   Home Factory   
17:26   Home Factory   
17:50   Da Vinci's Machines   
18:40   Mythbusters   
19:30   Weird Or What?   
20:20   How Do They Do It?   
20:45   Food Factory   
21:10   Mega Engineering   
22:00   Weird Or What?   
22:50   Da Vinci's Machines   
23:40   Mythbusters        

00:20   Cake Boss     
01:05   She's In Charge   
01:50   Coach Charming   
02:35   Kate Plus 8   
03:20   Little People, Big World   
04:05   Toddlers & Tiaras   
04:50   Ultimate Shopper   
05:35   Say Yes To The Dress   
06:00   Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners   
06:45   Cake Boss   THE BETTER ANGELS ON OSN MOVIES FESTIVAL

WAR HORSE ON OSN MOVIES HD

SURVIVOR ON OSN MOVIES ACTION



Classifieds
MONDAY, JULY 3, 2017

SHARQIA-1
THE MUMMY                                                                                           11:45 AM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                2:00 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                                    4:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                7:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           10:30 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           12:45 AM

SHARQIA-2
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  12:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  2:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  4:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  6:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  8:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               10:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                12:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                3:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               5:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                7:45 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             9:45 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                11:45 AM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                1:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           4:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                6:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           9:30 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                                    11:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                12:30 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             2:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                5:15 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             7:15 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                10:00 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  11:30 AM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  1:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  3:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  5:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  7:30 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               9:30 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               12:15 AM

FANAR-1
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  11:30 AM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                                    1:30 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           4:30 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                                    6:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           9:45 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                                    12:05 AM

FANAR-2
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                11:45 AM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                1:45 PM

TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                4:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                6:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                8:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                10:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                12:45 AM

FANAR-3
Mr. FROG                                                                                                  11:30 AM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               1:30 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               4:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               6:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                9:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                12:30 AM

FANAR-4
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  12:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  2:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  4:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  6:00 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  8:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               10:00 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               12:45 AM

FANAR-5
THE MUMMY                                                                                           12:30 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           2:45 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                  5:00 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             7:00 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             9:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           12:30 AM

MARINA-1
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                2:15 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             2:15 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                5:00 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             7:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                9:45 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                                    11:45 PM

MARINA-2
THE MUMMY                                                                                           11:30 AM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               1:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           4:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               6:30 PM
TRANSFORMERS: The Last Knight                                                    9:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               12:15 AM

MARINA-3
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  12:45 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  2:45 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  4:45 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  6:45 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  8:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           10:45 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           1:00 AM

AVENUES-1
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                1:00 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                3:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                6:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                9:15 PM

TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                12:05 AM

AVENUES-2
DESPICABLE ME 3  -3D-4DX                                                               11:30 AM
DESPICABLE ME 3  -3D-4DX                                                               1:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3  -3D-4DX                                                               3:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3  -3D-4DX                                                               5:30 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               7:30 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           10:15 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               12:30 AM

AVENUES-3
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                12:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                2:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                4:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                6:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                8:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                10:00 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                12:05 AM

AVENUES-4
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  2:45 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             2:45 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                5:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  7:30 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             9:30 PM
TISBAH ALA KHAIR                                                                                12:15 AM

360º- 1
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  11:30 AM
DESPICABLE ME 3  (3D)                                                                       1:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  3:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3  (3D)                                                                       5:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  7:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  9:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  11:30 PM

360º- 2
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             1:00 PM
KHAMMIS & JUMMA (Horoob Ejbary)                                             3:45 PM
Mr. FROG                                                                                                  0:02
Mr. FROG                                                                                                  8:30 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                10:30 PM
THE MUMMY                                                                                           1:15 AM

360º- 3
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                12:00 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                2:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                5:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                8:45 PM
TUBELIGHT (Hindi)                                                                                11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.1
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  11:45 AM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  1:45 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  3:45 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  5:45 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                                  7:45 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               9:45 PM
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales               12:30 AM

SITUATION WANTEDCHANGE OF NAME

Accountant holding quali-
fication of ACCA, MBA
Finance and B.Com, with 8
years of experience in
Kuwait, looking for suitable
job in reputed Audit Firms,
Investment companies or
Islamic banks. Contact:
55829223, email:
acconline@ymail.com 
(C 5324) 2-7-2017

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Monday 3/7/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 501 Alexandria 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
SYR 341 Damascus 00:15
KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35
KAC 504 Beirut 00:45
KAC 102 London 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55
MEA 410 Beirut 02:00
JZR 553 Alexandria 02:10
QTR 1086 Doha 02:10
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
THY 1404 AYT 02:30
THY 768 Istanbul 02:35
KAC 418 Manila 02:50
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15
KAC 382 Delhi 03:15
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:25
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
CEB 018 Manila 04:00
QTR 1090 Doha 04:05
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 04:15
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 04:20
KAC 414 Bangkok 04:50
KAC 358 Kochi 04:50
FEG 933 Sohag 05:00
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:00
THY 770 Istanbul 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
JZR 529 Asyut 05:35
KAC 362 Colombo 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:05
KAC 204 Lahore 06:20
KAC 678 Dubai 06:25
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55
KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
KAC 354 Bangalore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:05
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:05
JZR 561 Sohag 11:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 11:15
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
JZR 239 Amman 12:25
MSC 401 Alexandria 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
KAC 774 Riyadh 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:50
FEG 953 Asyut 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00

KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
KAC 364 Colombo 14:15
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 352 Kochi 14:20
JZR 903 GYD 14:25
KAC 512 Mashhad 14:25
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:55
KAC 692 Muscat 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
KAC 562 Amman 15:25
KAC 502 Beirut 15:25
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SAW 705 Damascus 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:15
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:25
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:30
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 744 Dammam 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 174 Munich 19:25
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 620 Doha 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 20:20
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
ETD 910 Abu Dhabi 20:40
KAC 166 Rome 20:55
KAC 564 Amman 21:00
KAC 168 Paris 21:05
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
KAC 162 Geneva 22:25
BBC 143 Dhaka 22:30
JZR 241 Amman 22:55
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
RBG 551 Alexandria 23:00
RBG 555 Alexandria 23:25
MSC 405 Sohag 23:30
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

Departure Flights on Monday 3/7/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 982 Ahmedabad/Chennai 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 1540 Cairo 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
PIA 206 Lahore 01:00
MSC 502 Alexandria 01:05
SYR 342 Damascus 01:15
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
KAC 677 Dubai 01:45
KAC 363 Colombo 01:55
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:35
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
KKK 6505 Istanbul 02:55
MEA 411 Beirut 03:00
KAC 351 Kochi 03:05
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
THY 769 Istanbul 03:30
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KAC 417 Manila 04:20
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:25
JZR 560 Sohag 04:45
QTR 1091 Doha 05:05
CEB 019 Manila 05:30
QTR 1077 Doha 05:35
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:50
FEG 954 Asyut 05:55
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
UAE 874 Dubai 06:15
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
THY 771 Istanbul 06:25
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
KAC 173 Munich 06:55
JZR 238 Amman 07:00
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
KAC 167 Paris 07:15
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 501 Beirut 07:50
KAC 613 Bahrain 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:20
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 08:35
KAC 511 Mashhad 08:35
JZR 902 GYD 09:00
KAC 161 Geneva 09:10
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 117 SNN/New York 09:15
KAC 165 Rome 09:20
JZR 534 Cairo 09:30
KAC 691 Muscat 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:35
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 101 London 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 561 Amman 09:55
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 617 Doha 10:15
IRA 666 Esfahan 10:15
KAC 153 Istanbul 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
VIZ 201 TQD 12:00
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:05

QTR 1075 Doha 12:10
KAC 413 Bangkok 13:05
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
MSC 402 Alexandria 13:30
THY 767 Istanbul 13:45
FEG 938 Sohag 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 563 Amman 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 15:55
KAC 743 Dammam 16:00
KAC 619 Doha 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:30
SAW 706 Damascus 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
FDB 052 Dubai 17:05
JZR 266 Beirut 17:15
KAC 283 Dhaka 17:25
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
JZR 240 Amman 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 357 Kochi 17:40
KAC 381 Delhi 17:50
NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50
KAC 331 Trivandrum 17:55
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:25
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
KAC 785 Jeddah 18:45
QTR 1081 Doha 19:15
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 19:20
JZR 552 Alexandria 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
KAC 353 Bangalore 20:55
DLH 634 Doha 21:00
KAC 543 Cairo 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
KNE 232 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1089 Doha 21:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:00
ETD 919 Bahrain/Abu Dhabi 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:25
THY 1413 TZX 22:25
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
KAC 383 Delhi 22:35
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 528 Asyut 23:05
KAC 783 Jeddah 23:10
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KAC 411 Bangkok 23:35
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:40

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO
WEDNESDAY (29/06/2017 TO 05/07/2017)

I, NR Rockie Rodgers S/o
Noel Rodgers, holder of
Indian Passport No.
K4263817 & Civil ID No.
274112305085 has
changed my name to
Jahangir hereinafter in all
my dealings and docu-
ments I will be known by
name of Jahangir. (C 5323)
2-7-2017

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 03:18

Shorook: 04:52

Duhr: 11:52

Asr: 15:26

Maghrib: 18:51

Isha: 20:23
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You may find yourself having fun with some of your co-worker friends
today. Interactions at a park or a friendly ball game may create just what

is needed to get to know your working teammates better. A barbeque after the games
may put a pleasant ending to a pleasant day. It is easy to sit and talk with a few of your
co-worker friends, and everyone feels relaxed and comfortable in expressing opinions.
You always come up with new ideas to organize things better, make things work: prac-
tical thoughts. You may be quite pleased at the result of the gathering. People are kind
and stay away from the gossip arena. Animals are the topic of conversation in your
family tonight; someone saw an animal that person had never seen before.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You could be very much in demand as a counselor this day. Solving prob-
lems in a volunteer position becomes second nature and around your home the prob-
lems could be about which plants to grow or where the patio may be located. Perhaps
you are a volunteer fireman on certain weekends . . . Whatever the case, people love
your company and you enjoy adding to your relationships. This is a good day to get
things done. There is good eye-hand coordination and a sustained effort that will
make most any task run well. You may feel like exercising or getting out and about this
evening. Bicycling with young people, visiting friends or dinner out with a loved one is
in order. Positive communications can be enjoyed, right up until bedtime.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You appreciate a caring attitude and this creates that service-oriented
mind-set that others often enjoy from you. You just naturally look for ways to be help-
ful. The people that are your friends will enjoy a little time to laugh and share your time
away from your work. Those that refresh others will be refreshed. This afternoon budg-
et subjects come to the surface. If you have teenagers, this is a good time to include
them in ways to make their money count. You might want to ask how they would
change and improve their money habits. They may have understood budgeting better
than you thought. Now however, it is time to dive deeper. Tonight your energies seem
to be just right for ordering clothes over the internet-check out the new styles.

This is a great time to work with others in any sort of group situation.
There is a chance to be chosen or to choose a team and compete with whatever proj-
ect is urgent and on the agenda for today. This day should move along very well. Your
intuitive side kicks in this afternoon and you find an interest in some subject that is
psychological. You may find yourself, not necessarily an advisor, but a gatherer of peo-
ple's experiences. You will be listening, as usual, to all sorts of information regarding
relationships, progress and positive outcomes. Since you are artistic, you might con-
sider the study of different artists. You may become interested in writing a bit of poet-
ry and reflecting on your day as you write. Be careful of quick responses later tonight.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You feel understanding and accepting and are easily moved by the
problems of others. Psychology in all of its forms is a driving force in your life. There is
a goal to expand your knowledge and experiences and your focus is on your special
goals. You are connected to farseeing visions, worldviews and group work of all kinds.
You may tend to be a bit independent when it comes to working with standard poli-
cies. Travel may soon be called for in your workplace, and you could be one of the first
representatives for your company. Your sense of discrimination when it comes to
practical issues is excellent-be quick to compliment the clearheaded thinking of oth-
ers. Everything takes on an added value. Do not overspend today.

Discovering what you truly believe in-fighting for it, even-is a high
personal priority. Religion, law, politics, travel and higher education are some of the
arenas where this may take place. This is a time of testing your limits to see how far
you can go. Communicating well is important to you. You make every effort to be
patient and make sure you are understood. Your timing should be perfect and those
around you should find you most natural and enthusiastic. You would do well in a
career in music, poetry, psychology, social work, philosophy-and other realms of the
imagination. You can help or teach others by sharing your understanding. Spiritual
problems and questions are easy because you always seem to understand.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Things are happening, and your career depends upon your own ambi-
tion and drive, which are strong at this time. You are able to take some time this
morning for the family and then you might think of some ideas for the workplace.
Your suggestions for next week could be written down and presented at an appropri-
ate time later. You could make some monetary rewards for the company in which you
work. Give this presentation some careful thought. Your own concentration with this
project may appear to separate you from where the rest of the gang is headed.
Science projects seem to hold your attention later and you enjoy teaching or experi-
menting on some projects this evening.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Your thoughts and ideas may not mesh with the plans and methods of
someone you meet with this day. You have chores to run and projects ongoing-keep
moving forward. Soon, you will see the energies calm and a new understanding. You
have a fundamental approach to group involvement. Progressive, with insights into
uniting humanity, you understand the true meaning of democracy. Things will work
out in your favor if you maintain low tones for now. You are always working for the ben-
efit of all. You are very independent when it comes to your own security and family.
That could mean an unconventional-style home or furnishings, or a different approach
to sentiment, nostalgia and history. You may decide to invest in an art piece today.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Obtaining and exchanging information with neighbors is fun this day as
you may find some common interest. Some performance skill that you

are familiar with may become the biggest topic of conversation. A few of your friends
may want to get together and create some fun entertainment for each other. One
familiar treat would be to take turns in performing skits. Some form of competition is
enjoyed and a bit of wit is part of the fun. This time every year is usually reserved for
deep consideration regarding vacation time. Perhaps a stay at home time this year will
afford you the opportunity to catch up on upkeep of your property or a chance to
enhance your home in some way. One item of interest is in preserving rain water.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You are determined to see above this day, despite rain, a mind-numbing
phone call, work issues, a new family member, neighbor problems, a marriage connec-
tion or your first home. This is life and you feel invigorated and ready to take on what-
ever is before you. Your attitude is upbeat and positive and anyone around you will
probably take on the same attitude. It seems you are scheduled for a raise or some oth-
er boost in your workplace and this has you feeling very full of self-esteem. You, howev-
er, have worked hard to get into a new place and a new status. This evening after all the
celebration, you don't stop . . . You still move into the thinking of what it takes to move

forward and continue to grow. You like the upward movement.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

There is an ease with your personal project at this time that you may have
never known before. Everything is running so smoothly that you may

decide to take on another project or adventure. Being a Monday, you might also want to
just walk at a slow pace. The events of the morning have the makings for a bright and wit-
ty day. Your communication skills are at a high energy level. This afternoon you are very
out-front and candid with family. You should be able to share your thoughts and ideas
with each other and make great headway in deepening your relationships. You enjoy
doing research and may involve the whole family in learning about your ancestors. You
enjoy discovering your background. Your passionate approach to life is obvious to all. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Your presence and importance in any group, while perhaps not verbal-
ized, is always acknowledged. You can cause others to act, change or react just by
being in their presence-nothing need be said. Yours is the mastery of the physical and
the practical. Your energies run effectively toward making yourself felt in the material,
tangible outer world. You are an action person who gains the attention of others and
seems to get people and things moving. The circumstances of your life suggest extro-
version. You may complain of never having any privacy or time to think-your pattern
seems to throw you in contact with people and the outer world. If you need to put
the romance back into your marriage, now is the perfect time.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1649 

ACROSS
1. A three-tone Chadic language.
5. New information about specific and timely

events.
12. Come into the possession of something con-

crete or abstract.
15. Highly excited.
16. French mime famous for his sad-faced clown

(born in 1923).
17. A nucleic acid that transmits genetic informa-

tion from DNA to the cytoplasm.
18. The third month of the civil year.
20. Small cake baked in a muffin tin.
22. A useful or valuable quality.
24. Small Old World burrowing desert rodent

with long soft pale fur and hind legs adapted
for leaping.

25. Having the leading position or higher score in
a contest.

28. Not capable of being swayed or diverted from
a course.

31. A portable brazier that burns charcoal and has
a grill for cooking.

35. The act of slowing down or falling behind.
36. Of or relating to or characteristic of Asia or the

peoples of Asia or their languages or culture.
39. Being precisely fitting and right.
40. French anthropologist who studied the crani-

ums and brains of different races of people.
42. Imperial dynasty that ruled China (most of the

time) from 206 BC to 221 and expanded its
boundaries and developed its bureaucracy.

43. Aromatic resin used in perfume and incense.
44. Register formally.
46. (Babylonian) The sky god.
47. Lacking or deprive of the sense of hearing

wholly or in part.
49. A cephalosporin that can be given parenteral-

ly (trade name Zinacef) or orally by tablets
(trade name Ceftin).

52. A doctor's degree in optometry.
53. A piece of land held under the feudal system.
56. A formal expression of praise.
60. West Indian tree having racemes of fragrant

white flowers and yielding a durable timber
and resinous juice.

62. Relatively large rodents with sharp erectile
bristles mingled with the fur.

66. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from
aba cloth.

67. Small depression under the shoulder joint
where the arm joins the shoulder.

70. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan River.
71. A spacecraft that carries astronauts from the

command module to the surface of the
moon and back.

72. Red breed of domestic rabbits.
74. Hormone produced early in pregnancy by the

placenta.
75. A federal agency established to regulate the

release of new foods and health-related
products.

76. A great raja.
77. (meaning literally `born') Used to indicate the

maiden or family name of a married woman.

DOWN
1. The basic unit of money in Bangladesh.
2. Armor plate that protects the chest.

3. Scottish explorer who led Arctic expeditions
that yielded geographic discoveries while
searching for the Northwest Passage (1777-
1856).

4. Bright with a steady but subdued shining.
5. The widely studied plant virus that causes

tobacco mosaic.
6. A state in midwestern United States.
7. Causing fear or dread or terror.
8. Being nine more than ninety.
9. An acute inflammatory disease occurring in the

intestines of premature infants.
10. French post-impressionist painter who

worked in the South Pacific (1848-1903).
11. Of surpassing excellence.
12. Taken or to be taken at random.
13. (Sumerian) Water god and god of wisdom.
14. A unit of weight used in east Asia approxi-

mately equal to 1.3 ounces.
19. A colorless volatile water-soluble liquid alde-

hyde used chiefly in manufacture of acetic
acid and perfumes and drugs.

21. Of the color of cream.
23. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
26. Half the width of an em.
27. A repetitive song in which as many syllables

as necessary are assigned to a single tone v 1.
29. Expletives used informally as intensifiers.
30. 100 agorot equal 1 shekel.
32. A hard medicated paste made of lard or oil

mixed with wax or resin.
33. Rupture in smooth muscle tissue through

which a bodily structure protrudes.
34. Goddess of spring and wife of Bragi.
37. A package of several things tied together for

carrying or storing.
38. A plant hormone promoting elongation of

stems and roots.
41. Coffee trees.
45. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
48. Large genus of tropical American vines having

showy often spotted umbellate flowers.
50. Small creeping evergreen shrubs.
51. Widely known and esteemed.
54. Preserve a dead body.
55. Any of various orchids of the genus Bletia hav-

ing pseudo-bulbs and erect leafless racemes
of large purple or pink flowers.

57. Wild or domesticated South American cud-
chewing animal related to camels but small-
er and lacking a hump.

58. Make a vibrant noise, of grasshoppers or
cicadas.

59. A public promotion of some product or serv-
ice.

61. In bed.
63. German chemist who was co-discoverer with

Lise Meitner of nuclear fission (1879-1968).
64. Belonging to some prior time.
65. A measuring instrument for measuring and

indicating a quantity or for testing conformi-
ty with a standard.

68. The ratio of the distance traveled (in miles) to
the time spent traveling (in hours).

69. Chiefly perennial grasses of cool temperate
regions.

73. A person who announces and plays popular
recorded music.
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Leo (July 23-August 22)
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tome 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677
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Anne-Marie has laughed off rumors she is set to join
Clean Bandit full-time. The 'Alarm' hitmaker poured
cold water on gossip that after featuring on their hit

single 'Rockaybe' and the departure of violinist Neil Milan
she is to join the pop group.  Speaking exclusively to BANG
Showbiz, she said: "No. That is wrong. It's just rumors. I am
not going to do that. They are amazing and I love
'Rockabye' and singing with them." The 26-year-old pop
star feels like she has come a long way since featuring on
the number one song and from her collaboration with
drum and bass trio Rudimental, 'Rumor Mill', but she looks
back on her time working with her peers fondly and has
learnt so much from them. She said: "I have definitely
moved on from that now. I think Rudimental was a massive
part of my life and such a great place and people and
learning curve to be a part of. There is no going back now."
When the 'Ciaos Adios' singer found out that 'Rockabye'
had gone to number one she partied a little too hard on a
plane and after being plied with champagne she almost
got kicked off the flight. She previously revealed: "I ended
up so drunk on this plane and I was running up and down
the aisles singing! I was making everyone else hate me and
being so annoying. "It was just l ike that scene in
'Bridesmaids' when she goes into first class drunk! It was so
fun though." 

MONDAY, JULY 3, 2017

l if e s t y l e
G O S S I P

Shaun Ryder says cycling got him off drugs. The Black Grape frontman
- who previously admitted his heroin habit was out of control by
1992 - has been clean for over 15 years and credits cycling with help-

ing him to kick drugs completely. He told The Guardian newspaper: "It was
cycling that got me off drugs. I'd get on my bike very early in the morning
and keep cycling until very late at night, day after day, until it was out of
the system. I was pedalling from 8am until 11pm. But once that's done,
you still have to deal with the mental stuff." Shaun, 54, had previously tried
to quit heroin by using a stomach implant but it was an utter disaster. He
said: "Trying to quit heroin using a stomach implant was disastrous. I tried
it in 1995 when it was still a new thing. The problem was that they with-

draw you while you're out unconscious, and I expected to wake up feeling
fine. But I didn't. I woke up and it was  murderous." Shaun also revealed
that he and his daughters had tickets for Ariana Grande's concert at the
Manchester Arena last month, where 22 people died in a terrorist bomb-
ing, but they decided not to go at the last minute. He explained: "We were
supposed to be at the Ariana Grande show the night of the attack. We had
tickets. We'd done Little Mix there a couple of months before and my girls
were hoping to meet her. But it was a sunny night, we'd been out for ice
cream and they didn't mention it, so we didn't go."

Shaun Ryder: 'Cycling 
helped me kick drug habit' 

Anne-Marie's
tattoos are the
story of her life

Anne-Marie's tattoos are the story of her life. The
'Alarm' hitmaker has revealed that she has several
inkings on her body which are handwritten by the

people who have taught her a lesson in life. One of them is
the word forgiveness, as the 26-year-old singer admits she
sometimes finds it too hard to forgive people. Speaking to
BANG Showbiz, she said: "All of my tattoos are written by
the people who have taught me what the thing is. My best
friend taught me a lot about forgiveness so this is his
handwriting. I do forget to forgive sometimes so its good
to have it on my shoulder to remind me. The tattoos will
go on and on. I've got 'trust' tattooed on me and I have a
tattoo on my finger that's for my parents. I just love to get
stuff that's really meaningful. I want my tattoos to be a sto-
ry of my life." The blonde beauty performed at Barclaycard
presents British Summer Time Hyde Park last night in sup-
port of Justin Bieber. Asked what else makes her feel confi-
dent in front of a big festival crowd, She said recently: "My
band make me feel really happy and comfortable. Trying
to keep real. I love touring and I love singing love. I feel at
home wherever I am to be honest." Joining Anne-Marie
and the 'Sorry' hitmaker on the bill are rising stars Jain,
Mabel Nina Nesbitt, Will Heard, James Hersey, Louis The
Child, Shepherd, Anna Of The North, Skinny Living and
Dagny. Martin Garrix and Tove Lo were previously con-
firmed too. Also performing at BST this July are Green Day
(July 1), Kings Of Leon (July 6) and The Killers (July 8).

Gibb wants to pen a track for Gallagher 

Barry Gibb wants to write a song for Liam
Gallagher. The 70-year-old Bee Gees legend
has a lot of respect for the former Oasis

frontman and despite being close pals with his
bitter rival and sibling Noel Gallagher, 50, the
'Stayin' Alive' hitmaker wouldn't rule out getting
into the studio with the 'Wall of Glass' singer.
Speaking exclusively to BANG Showbiz at the O2
Silver Clef Awards at London's Grosvenor House
Hotel on Friday Gibb said: "Of course I would
[write a song for Liam Gallagher] but you have to
be asked. You really can't just say, ' I'm going to
write a song for so and so'. Usually so and so has
to ask you but I recognize great opportunities
when they come by and if that's the case I'll do it."
And should Gibb and Liam, or indeed Liam's
brother, ever collaborate in the near future, get-

ting in a recording studio together shouldn't be
an issue as Noel is believed to live close by. Gibb
continued: "I would love it (to work with Noel). I
would love it because I love him and love them
(Noel and Liam) together. I love oasis. He's only
down the street from me out there in
Beaconsfield. I don't think it's Beaconsfield but it's
very close by." Gibb is used to being in a band
with siblings - Maurice and Robin who sadly
passed away - and can empathize with any broth-
erly fall-outs, so he doesn't think an Oasis reunion
is on the cards despite the constant rumors.
Asked what he thinks the chances are, Gibb said:
"No. I know about brothers. Nobody can bring
people back together again, certainly not me."

Phil Collins kicked off Barclaycard presents British Summer
time Hyde Park on Friday night with a greatest hits set
which covered his entire five-decade spanning career.

The music legend opened with 'Another Day In Paradise', fol-
lowed by 'Something Happened On The Way To Heaven' and
Genesis classic 'Follow You Follow Me'. Speaking to the sell-out
crowd, Phil, 66, thanked everyone for coming and admitted he
had missed playing during his hiatus from the music business.
He said: "Good evening Hyde Park, good evening London. I do
understand that I said I wasn't going to do this anymore. The
truth is that I missed you ... so let's have some fun." After
singing 'Wake Up Call' from his album 'Testify', Phil then intro-
duced his entire band, which included his 16-year-old son
Nicholas on drums. Nicholas took his dad's place on the iconic
drum solo from 'In The Air Tonight' and Phil couldn't stop him-
self from smiling as he proudly looked on. Phil had to perform
sitting in a chair for the duration of the concert due to his back
problems but he health issues didn't dampen his performance
or the atmosphere. After playing 'Easy Lover' and 'Sussudio'
Phil returned for an encore of 'Take Me Home' and he got off
his seat and abandoned his walking stick for the final track.
Phil's former Genesis bandmate Mike Rutherford performed
earlier in the evening with his band Mike + The Mechanics and
concert goers were also treated to sets by Blondie, The New
Power Generation - made up of Prince's former bandmates -
and Starsailor. BST Hyde Park continues with Green Day head-
lining the festival on Saturday night and fans can go to Bst-
hydepark.com to purchase tickets.

Phil Collins headlines

BST Hyde Park

The Rolling Stones will reportedly earn £2 million from
a new album. The veteran rockers have reportedly
had their contract renewed by their label Universal,

and frontman Sir Mick Jagger and guitarist Keith Richards,
both 73, have recently been in recording studios in London
and New York working on new material. According to the
Daily Mail newspaper, the group - which also includes
Charlie Watts, 76, and 70-year-old Ronnie Wood - plan to
release a live compilation album in time for this Christmas,
and then a new studio LP will follow to coincide with the
end of their upcoming European tour. A source said: "Both
Mick and Keith would rather be carried off stage in a coffin
than give up their great love - writing and making music.
"They were experimenting in the studio earlier this year,
and everything just gelled. They ended up with around 15

tracks which they have cut down to album-length, and
when the label execs heard it they were thrilled. "Age is no
barrier to brilliant music, and there is no doubt the new
stuff will sell." The 'Sympathy for the Devil' hitmakers
released a new album last year, 'Blue and Lonesome' - a
collection of blues covers - and it went straight to the top
of the charts. Meanwhile, the band recently apologized for
the lack of UK dates on their 13-date European tour - which
will see them kick off their brand new set, at Hamburg's
Stadtpark on September 8 before wrapping up at the U
Arena in Paris on October 22 - and promised to return in
2018. They tweeted: "Sorry to our UK fans there are no UK
dates on this, due to lack of available venues because of
sporting fixtures. Hope to be here in 2018. (sic)"

Rolling Stones to release new album 

Anne-Marie denies she is 

joining Clean Bandit full-time TLC won't make another album.  The 'Waterfalls' hitmak-
ers recently made their comeback with their crowdfund-
ed self-titled LP, but have no desire to put out another

full-length release because of how hard the record industry
has become.  However, Rozonda 'Chilli' Thomas - who is joined
by Tionne 'T-Boz' Watkins as the remaining members of the
90s girl group after third member Lisa 'Left Eye' Lopes died in
a car crash in 2002 - has vowed to keep on touring with her
bandmate.  Speaking to The Sun newspaper about going
bankrupt despite selling 70 million records, Chilli said: "You
are just out there working hard, not making anything, but
they are making all the money. It was because of our contracts
and when people aren't advising you the proper way. After
our first album there was no renegotiation when your contract
is jacked up.  "That's why we said, shall we do this just one
more time? It is definitely not the end of TLC as far as touring
but making an album is difficult. The business has changed a
lot." On the new TLC record the girls teamed up with Ron Fair
as executive producer, who has worked with Christina
Aguilera, Mary J. Blige and The Black Eyed Peas. The first single
to be taken from the album, 'Way Back', features Snoop Dogg -
something which has been a lifelong ambition.  The girls even
had Michael Jackson's musicians on the album. Rozonda said:
"Working with Snoop has been a dream come true while Ron
added the horns and put his magic on the record. All of the
horns you hear on tracks like Joy Ride, Way Back and Sunny
are played by the same guys that played on Michael Jackson's
Bad and Thriller. That was surreal and epic." The 'No Scrubs' hit-
makers used a kickstarter campaign to make their first studio
album in 15 years, and were able to raise over $430,000 for the
record thanks to donations from fans, including Katy Perry,
Bette Midler, and New Kids on the Block. 'TLC' is out now.

TLC won't make another album 
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Dame Joan Collins says she only gets offered moving roles after
Dames Judi Dench and Maggie Smith turn them down.  The 84-
year-old actress believes she is low down on the list of older

actresses that producers turn to and acknowledges that maintaining an
acting career in her 80s is tough. She told Fabulous magazine: "There are
older-women parts, but quite frankly they're going to go first of all to Judi
Dench, Maggie Smith, Helen Mirren, Meryl Streep or Susan Sarandon.
There are 20 women they're going to go through before they get to me."
Joan also believes that parts for older actresses are few and far between,
as movie studies continue to cater to a younger audience. She explained:
"Today, big-budget films are made by big businesses, and all of the com-

panies have one motive in mind - to make money. "Their audience is most-
ly young men between the ages of 12 and 28 and they want to see young,
nubile girls." However, Joan's latest role in 'The Time of Their Lives' was
written specifically for her by director Roger Goldby.  She said: "It's got a
great honesty about it. Fame is totally fleeting, and that's one of the things
I learned very early on. It casts a light on the misery of celebs as they get
older. At fan conventions you see people you haven't heard of for 30 or 40
years selling their photographs. You're like: 'That's so and so, they were so
beautiful,' and now they're absolutely unknown. They love the fame, and
unfortunately it's gone."

Dame Joan Collins: 'I only get offered
roles after Dench and Smith reject them' 

Jason Mantzoukas
loves Jeremy

Renner as a villain

Jason Mantzoukas loved seeing Jeremy Renner playing
the gangster villain in 'The House'. The 44-year-old
actor currently stars alongside Will Ferrell and Amy

Poehler in the new Andrew Jay Cohen gangster-comedy as
the loveable gambling and sex addict Frank and said
Renner is a "charming villain". Speaking exclusively to
BANG Showbiz, the actor said: "I love it. I thought it was
great. I have seen Renner in 'Hurt Locker' and the 'Bourne'
movie he did. He's done a great range of movies and he
came really ready to go and bounced off everyone. "He
came in really just for those scenes. We had already done
tremendous amounts of filming and he turned up and
immediately was amazing. We were like, 'Holy cow this is
great. What a great charming villain he is.'" The film follows
Ferrell and Poehler as Scott and Kate, who struggle to find
the money to pay for their daughter's tuition fees. But with
the help from their friend Frank, the three start their own
casino to try and get the money they need. Although a
comedy, the film takes an unexpected turn and can be
seen to be reminiscent of a Martin Scorsese gangster
movie when the three protagonists fall into the realm of
mobster leaders as their casino gets bigger and bigger.
Mantzoukas said: "It was so fun. All those kind of stylistic
choices make it feel like a big Scorsese movie. It goes from
rinky dink to these much bigger camera moves. It does feel
like a gangster movie. "To have scenes with the finger
chopping off and the Renner stuff, it really does raise the
stakes and just visually gives different levels of what this
film could do."

Rihanna's 
Oscar dreams 

Rihanna wants to win an Oscar.  The singer
has a role in new movie 'Valerian' and will
star in the upcoming 'Ocean's Eight'

alongside Sandra Bullock and although Rihanna
is not making movies specifically to win awards,
she admitted it would be nice to get some "vali-
dation". She said: "I'd love to get there one day.
Who doesn't want to be told they are doing a
great job? "Any validation that your work is
impacting is rewarding. I work hard and put my
all into everything I do but the rest isn't up to
me. "I don't think anyone makes an album think-
ing about winning a Grammy, or makes a movie
thinking about winning an Oscar. What you do
is work as hard as you can and if awards follow,
then that's great." Rihanna plays shape shifting
entertainer Bubble in 'Valerian' and although
she didn't need to method act for the rule, she
hasn't ruled it out in the future. She told the Sun
yesterday: "It's pretty difficult to method act
when it comes to playing a shape-shifting
entertainer but, seriously, I have nothing but
respect for the actors that do. "If you look at the
well-known method actors of the generation,
they put in incredible performance after incredi-
ble performance. It's no coincidence. "I just do
what's best for the role, what's best for me, I'd
love to do something dark and different and
challenge myself." And while she may be a
hugely successful singer, Rihanna, 28, insisted
she will never act like a diva on a movie set. She
said: "I offer myself like clay to directors. You
don't do diva on film sets."

Tom Holland got over his 'Spider-Man' "doubts" fol-
lowing a frank chat with Robert Downey Jr. The 21-
year-old actor admitted he had moments of anxiety

as to whether he was cut out for the iconic role, but his
'Avengers: Infinity War' co-star helped ease his fears when
he admitted to questioning himself in a similar way when
he was first cast as Iron Man in the Marvel Universe. Tom
said: "Robert Downey Jr has been really great, he's been

there during a lot of this. "There have been moments, par-
ticularly during 'Spider-Man: Homecoming' where I've
doubted my capabilities. We all have doubts. "And he
pulled me aside one day and said, 'You know, you got this,
this was meant to be. I had the same feelings doing 'Iron
Man', the same anxieties, but know that they picked you
for a reason - because it feels right, it works. It's not about
how good you can do the web-slinging or the stunts, it's
about the personality you bring to the character.' "That
eased by fears and wise words like that from Iron Man, you
don't forget. They are there stored in the vault for repeat
use." Tom chose not to speak to past Spider-Man actors
Tobey Maguire and Andrew Garfield about their takes on
the role because he worried they would only make him
feel more nervous. He told heat magazine: "I didn't [get
tips from them], because ours was a different take to theirs
and it probably would have filled me with more anxiety
than I was already experiencing, attempting to emulate
what they did with 'Spider-Man'. "I needed to focus purely
on what I could bring and not compare myself to them.
"But they have been very cool with what they said about
me. I've met Andrew, who is a really kind, generous guy.
We didn't talk about 'Spider-Man' much - I mean, he obvi-
ously asked how it was going and said he was excited for
me and understood what I was going through. "To get his
approval was hugely important because as my predeces-
sor, I look up to him."

Holland's frank chat with Downey Jr 
sorted Spider-Man nerves

Sam and Aaron
Taylor-Johnson to

work together again 

Sam and Aaron Taylor-Johnson are planning to make
another movie together. The couple - who met when
the 50-year-old filmmaker directed the 27-year-old

actor in John Lennon biopic 'Nowhere Boy' in 2009 - are "pas-
sionate" about their upcoming project and have juggled all
their commitments to set aside the time to shoot the film
next year. Asked if they'll work together again, Sam said:
"Yeah, I actually can't wait. It's a crazy thing. I'm going to work
every day and thinking I'm leaving the best actor at home."
Aaron added to Us Weekly magazine: "Yeah absolutely!
There's something we've been putting together this year and
hopefully we'll shoot it next year. And we've pushed every-
thing aside in order to do it cause we care about it and we're
passionate about it. We absolutely want to work together."
Aaron is very proud of his wife - who has kids Angelica, 20,
and Jessie, 12, from a previous marriage, and Wylda, six, and
five-year-old Romy with her actor husband - and her creative
vision and is a huge fan of the 'Gypsy' director's work. He
gushed: "She's a visionary and an artist, and so she can have
such high concepts and ideas and naturally as an optimistic
person. There's very cynical people in the world, and it's easy
to be in that position and Sam can overcome the rise to that
and overcome that "There are ideas where people think, 'Oh,
that's not possible,' and in her mind, it's just like, 'Oh, that's
the way you feel about it but I'll still somehow figure out a
way and that's why she is who she is and that's why she's
very good at it.' 

Andrew Kay Cohen had Will Ferrell's voice in his mind
when he wrote 'The House'. The 'Neighbors' screen-
writer knew he wanted the 'Anchorman: The Legend

of Ron Burgundy' star before he even started filming his
latest comedy-gangster movie as Ferrell has the "kind of
delivery" to make words and phrases memorable.
Speaking exclusively to BANG Showbiz, the writer/director
said: "I had Will's voice in my head when I was writing the
script. He's got that kind of delivery. "I  worked on
'Anchorman' with him and at the end of the shoot he came
up to me and told me the camera I was using didn't have
any film but was instead filled with coffee. "I was like, 'He
made fun of me. I know I made it'. To have a solid script is

important. We were quoting 'Anchorman' lines before it
even came out. "I like those movies where the words,
phrases and characters resonate in your head and you
can't help talking like them. Had to feel loose like anything
can happen." The film stars Ferrell, 49, Amy Poehler, 45, as
Scott and Kate, who struggle to find the money to pay for
their daughter's tuition fees. But with the help from their
gambling, sex-addicted but lovable friend Frank (Jason
Mantzoukas) the three start their own casino to try and get
the money they desperately need. Although a comedy, the
film touches upon some serious cultural topics including
the price of tuition and Cohen believes all movies should
"come from reality". He said: "I think all movies should
come from reality or use it as a jumping off point. The price
of education is very relatable. "I set up a 529 [plan] for my
kid and while doing research for this movie, I was compar-
ing what I had in there with the cost of a semester and it
just made me anxious. "So I used that anxiousness and put
it into the most stupid thing. I always use reality as my
starting point." The filmmaker also revealed the film was
initially meant to be about the children at college setting
up their own casino but after co-writing 'Neighbors', he
found writing about the adult's struggles funnier. He said:
"It just busted wide open. I started thinking about being a
dad. It just became absurd. I put Will and Amy in the worst
financially situation - not being able to afford college - and
it was just great."

Andrew Jay Cohen had Ferrell's 
voice in his mind for The House 

'Top Gun: Maverick' will be released
in July 2019. The highly-anticipated
sequel - which will see Tom Cruise

reprise his role as fighter pilot Pete
'Maverick' Mitchell - has signed Joseph
Kosinski up as director and will be hitting
cinemas 33 years after the original movie
was released. Producer Jerry Bruckheimer
revealed on Twitter: ""Excited to make it
official. Joe Kosinski is on board to direct.
And Top Gun is coming to theaters July 12,
2019. #TopGun #Maverick (sic)" Tom previ-
ously explained the movie will be similar in
tone to the first 'Top Gun' film. He said:
"Aviators are back, the need for speed.
We're going to have big, fast machines. It's
going to be a competition film, like the first
one ... but a progression for Maverick." The
original 'Top Gun' movie was directed by

the late Tony Scott - who died in 2012 - and
also starred Kelly McGillis, Val Kilmer,
Anthony Edwards, and Tom Skerritt.  In the
movie, Tom played a cocky aspiring pilot
who falls in love with the beautiful instruc-
tor Charlie Blackwood, played by McGillis.
Joseph - who previously worked with Tom
on 'Oblivion' - was favorite to take the
director's job after he recently met with the
actor and impressed him with his vision for
the film. Speculation about a follow-up to
the classic movie have been circulating
since 2008, when it was reported
Hollywood bosses were keen to resurrect
the feature. A source said at the time: "The
idea is Maverick is at the 'Top Gun' school
as an instructor - and this time it is he who
has to deal with a cocky new female pilot."

Dave Grohl hasn't denied that
Adele could be the "biggest pop
star in the world" featured on a

song on Foo Fighters' new LP 'Concrete
and Gold'. The stadium rock group's
frontman previously teased a "surpris-
ing" collaboration with a mystery pop
singer who lends their vocals to one of
the album's "heaviest songs", but is not
prepared to give away the surprise. The
'All My Life' hitmaker has hinted that it
could be any number of stars who were
recording at the famous EastWest stu-
dios in Los Angeles while they were
making their album, from Lady Gaga to
Deep Purple.  Speaking to the latest
issue of NME magazine, Dave said of the
rumors: "You might have Shania Twain
having a record-release party, or the guy
from Deep Purple hanging out with
Jason Bonham, or Justin Timberlake
would be in for a couple of weeks, or
Lady Gaga working with these other
cats from Nashville. And every so often
we'd be like, 'Hey, wanna come sing
some backing vocals?' and they'd just
do it. It was loose and random: everyone
was hanging out, drinking whiskey, hav-
ing a good time. I never went to college,
but it's what I imagine a dormitory's
like." The rumors circulated after it was
revealed that the band have worked
with Adele's producer Greg Kurstin, who
did 'Hello' with the pop megastar.  Dave,
48, was amazed by how laid back and
"humble" Greg was despite the amount

of "gigantic" records he has worked on.
He said: "Every time I'd bump into him
he'd have another gigantic record out,
and he's the most unassuming, reserved
guy you've ever met. "You'd be like,
wow, you wrote that Adele song? You
played all the instruments on that? Get
the hell outta here!'" 'Concrete and Gold'
is released on September 15 via RCA
Records.

Dave Grohl keeps tight-lipped 

over Adele collaboration rumors 

Top Gun sequel
gets release date 
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Brooke Shields flaunted her sexy
body as she stripped down to her
Calvin Klein underwear. The 52-

year-old actress blew the fashion world
away when she donned the famous
brand back in 1980 at the age of 14.
Now 37 years later, 'The Blue Lagoon'
star looked as sexy as ever as she paid
homage to the photoshoot which shot
her to fame whilst doing a shoot for
Social Life Magazine.

In the photoshoot, the mother-of-
two flaunted her 6'0" toned body while
donning white lingerie from the iconic
American brand. The model and actress
said after the shoot: "After the Calvin
Klein show I went back to my house and
looked through all my jeans and I real-
ized I that I  don't own one pair of
Calvins. I sat on the floor going through
the jeans and yes, it was an emotional
moment for me and I didn't want any-
one else to be in the room. I wanted to
have my own experience. "Don't worry, I
didn't get on the floor and do the pose. 

If I had done that, I would have had
to be sent away. But I did look at myself
in the mirror and I thought 'okay, okay,
this is good ... You look good. And then a
really cool thing happened. I got to give
two pairs of the jeans to my daughter
Rowan. She is 14 years old. "That's close
to the age I was when I shot the ad. I
didn't say anything when I gave her the
jeans and we didn't talk about it, but it
was definitely a full-circle moment."
Although the model started her career
when she was a teenager, she has
banned her two daughters - Rowan, 14,
and Grier, 11 - from modeling until they
finish college. — Bang Showbiz

Bella Hadid's mother only let her have a "cus-
tom pair" of horse riding boots when she
was younger.  The 20-year-old model has

admitted Yolanda, 53, had very strict rules when
she was growing up, and her parent was adamant
the youngster was going to complete her educa-
tion, assist in the barn, and could only treat herself
to footwear suitable for horse riding and mucking
out instead of high heel shoes she couldn't walk in.
Speaking about her upbringing to InStyle maga-
zine, the brunette beauty said: "My mom was like,
'Hell no, you're not doing that. You are going to go
to school and the barn, and if you want a custom
pair of riding boots, then you can have that. But
you don't need 10 pairs of high heels because you
don't even wear high heels.'"

But by the time the fashion muse hit 18 years
old she was "100 per cent independent", as she
owned designer garments, platform shoes and had
bought her own apartment.  She explained: "I'm
not saying I don't love my job, but people think
modelling is a bulls**t thing to become more
famous.  "I was 100 percent independent by the
time I was 18, and I paid for my own apartment."
But Bella doesn't credit her 'The Real Housewives
of Beverly Hills' mother or her 68-year-old father,
Mohamed Hadid, for her success and has claimed
her strong work ethic helped her to achieve great
things.  She said: "That wasn't because of my par-
ents. I worked my ass off for two years."

While Bella boasts a successful career at the
helm of the fashion business, which has seen her
front campaigns for designer brands including
Fendi and Balmain, she can't help but feel like "a
piece of s**t" because trolls on social media make

her feel that way.  Speaking about the struggles
she faces, she said: "Imagine that somebody is
telling you that you're a piece of s**t every day on
social media. You kind of feel like, 'Well, am I a piece
of s**t?' You don't really know." — Bang Showbiz

Bella Hadid's mother 
never let her wear high heels 

Brooke Shields flaunts sexy 

body in Calvin Klein ad 

DSquared2 designers have custom-made Luis
Fonsi's 'Love and Dance' World tour wardrobe. The
52-year-old twin brothers - who founded the fash-

ion house just over 10 years ago in 1996 - have teamed up
with the 39-year-old Puerto Rican singer and have
designed exclusive garments for the musician to wear
when he takes to the stage during his string of concerts,
which will start on Saturday. And the duo are honoured to
work with the 'Despacito' hitmaker because they "love"
his energy and find the vocalist "totally engaging". 

Speaking to WWD.com about their collaboration with

the star, Dean said: "We love his energy. His music and
charisma are totally engaging." The pair are desperate to
see the vocalist perform his recent release, which features
Daddy Yankee, because they "cannot stop" dancing when
they hear the song.  Dan said: "The 'Despacito' song is a
true phenomenon and when we listen to it, we cannot
stop [dancing]. Positive Vibes, hot rhythm." Not only are
Dean and Dan eager to watch Luis sing their favorite hit,
but they are also desperate to see him adorn their cus-
tomized creations.  He added: "We can't wait to see him in
Dsquared2 performing on the stage." Dean and Dan are

not the only ones who are a huge supporter of Luis, as he
too is a "longtime fan" of the brother's, as well as their
designs, and he is "extremely happy" he will be wearing
their masterpieces on tour.  He said: "I've been a longtime
fan of Dean and Dan's designs. To have the opportunity to
collaborate with Dsquared2 for my 'Love + Dance World
Tour,' it's exciting! I'm extremely happy and officially ready
to get on the road to perform my brand new show." 

—Bang Showbiz

DSquared2 custom-made Luis Fonsi's world tour outfits 

Dean and Dan Caten

Brooke Shields

The 2017-2018 fall/winter Haute
Couture collection in Paris

Models present creations for A.F. Vandevorst during the 2017-2018 fall/winter collection show in Paris.
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The roster of American musicians was impressive: Otis
Redding, Sam & Dave, Eddie Floyd, Booker T. and the
MGs. They arrived in Europe in 1967, bringing with them

the powerful, soulful Memphis Sound. Ahead was a tour with
stops in London, Paris and elsewhere. These artists from the
Stax Records music studio captivated audiences with their
music born from blues and gospel - a mesmerizing sound cre-
ated from the black experience in the US last century.

Fifty years later, a group of young musicians educated at
Stax Music Academy are newly bringing the music of
Memphis back to Europe. They are set to perform at festivals
and music halls in England, France and Ireland from July 9
until July 22, joining Stax legends Mavis Staples and William
Bell for a couple of shows. The teenage musicians are eager to
follow in the footsteps of their influential predecessors.
Created in 2000, their academy is an after-school program for
youngsters from some of Memphis' poorest neighborhoods
who learn how to dance, sing and play instruments. They pay
nothing to attend.

"Just to be able to say that I was part of this upcoming
overseas tour, being able to sing songs by Otis Redding and
William Bell, it's monumental not only for Memphis, but for
Stax," said Johnathon Lee, a 17-year-old academy vocalist. "To
know that Stax music is still relevant today, and to know that
was done in 1967, that's monumental as well." Before it went
bankrupt, Stax Records in Memphis generated some of
America's most memorable soul music of the 1960s and
1970s, including songs like Redding's "Dock of the Bay," Sam &
Dave's "Soul Man," Floyd's "Knock on Wood," and Booker T. and
the MGs' "Green Onions." Driven by tight horn and rhythm
sections and strong-voiced singers, the Memphis Sound had a
raw, emotional quality to it. Some Stax songs were energetic
and raucous, others smooth and sexy.

African-American culture
Stax had a sister record label called Volt, so when they put

together the 1967 trip, it was called the Stax/Volt European
Tour. The tour came at a time when Stax was having trouble

getting its music aired on larger US radio stations because of
racial issues during the civil rights era, said Al Bell, who at the
time was the music label's national promotions director. So,
when the Stax musicians hopped off a plane in London, they
were surprised by the welcome they received.

"It stunned us. We didn't know how to act," Bell said. "All
these white people in the airport and everywhere, hollering
about Stax, calling the artists' names." In Paris, fans "were
going crazy" over the Stax musicians, especially Redding, Bell
said. "If there was ever a question in my mind about our music
being acceptable to the masses and to whites, Paris, France,
removed that completely from my mind," he said. Bell said
Europeans told him that they viewed the music as an art form
that comes from the African-American culture.

"And I'm saying, what?" Bell said, laughing. "We hadn't
even thought about having a 'culture,' let alone our music
being considered an art form because it came out of slavery."
When they returned to Memphis, the Stax artists used the
momentum from the successful tour to churn out hits. "When

we came out of Europe, you couldn't tell us nothing," Bell said.
"Writers got to writing, producers got to producing. You
couldn't get the musicians out of the studio."

Some of the momentum stalled when Redding was killed
in a plane crash in December 1967. Bell later ran Stax before
the company went bankrupt in 1975. Bell was indicted on
bank fraud charges related to the company's demise, but was
acquitted. The glory days of Stax Records are gone, but the
Stax Music Academy is going strong. About a dozen teenagers
ranging in age from 15 to 18 will be on the Europe tour, and
they've spent hours rehearsing in the academy's studios. It will
be the first time Lee will travel out of the country, and he's
looking forward to staying in new places and eating foreign
foods. He called the trip "a big deal." "I'm a little nervous, but
I'm excited," Lee said. "I'm ready to venture out." — AP

Jay-Z gets personal and deep on his new
album, opening up about his relationship
with Beyonce, the elevator fight with

Solange and his children. The icon released
"4:44" on Friday, and it quickly became a
trending topic online and on social media. On
the title track, he apologizes to Beyonce for
some of his past decisions. "You matured
faster than me, I wasn't ready, so I apologize, I
seen the innocence leave your eyes, I still
mourn this death, I apologize for all the still-
borns 'cause I wasn't present your body
wouldn't accept it," he said.

On "Kill Jay Z," the album's opening track,
the rapper addresses the elevator fight from
2014, where Beyonce's sister was caught
attacking the rapper. "You egged Solange on,
knowing all along, all you had to say you was
wrong," Jay-Z raps. He also muses on the track
that he almost "went Eric Benet" by letting
"the baddest girl in the world get away." The
line is a reference to R&B singer Eric Benet,
who was divorced from actress Halle Berry
after he acknowledged cheating on her.
Benet responded on Twitter on Friday, writing
that his current wife is "the baddest girl in the
world."

Blue Ivy's voice is heard on the final track,
"Legacy," and Jay-Z discusses his mother, who
he says is a lesbian, on the song "Smile." She
closes the track with raw and real words, end-
ing with: "Love who you love, because life
isn't guaranteed, smile." "4:44" is Jay-Z's first
since 2013's "Magna Carta... Holy Grail." The
47-year-old references his twins on several
tracks, though neither he nor Beyonce have

officially commented on the births. Beyonce
sings and has writing credit on the song
"Family Feud" where Jay-Z raps: "Yeah, I'll
(mess) up a good thing if you let me, let me
alone, Becky." It's a playoff of "Becky with the
good hair" from Beyonce's hit "Sorry," from
her infamous "Lemonade" album.

Jay-Z also addresses Kanye West on "Kill
Jay Z," saying: "But you ain't the same, this
ain't kumbaya, but you got hurt because you
did cool by 'Ye, you gave him 20 million with-
out blinking, he gave you 20 minutes
onstage, (what) was he thinking?" At concerts
on his tour last year, West said his kids and

Blue Ivy "ain't never even played together."
West also said he wanted Jay-Z to call him
and "talk to me like a man." "4:44" was pro-
duced by No I.D., who has worked with Jay-Z,
Kanye West, Common and others. Jay-Z raps
about his entrepreneurship and "financial
freedom" on "The Story of O.J." He said he
purchased artwork for $1 million that's now
worth $8 million.

Criticism online
"You wanna know what's more important

than throwing away money at a strip club?
Credit," he raps. "You ever wonder why Jewish

people own all the property in America? This
how they did it." The lyrics quickly drew criti-
cism online, including from Rolling Stone
writer Brian Hiatt who called it "unfortunate"
and many others on Twitter calling the line
anti-Semitic. On "Caught Their Eyes," Jay-Z
raps about Prince and said he spoke to The
Purple One before he died. The track also fea-
tures Frank Ocean and was co-written by the
R&B singer, while Damian Marley is appears
on the song, "Bam."

Singer-songwriter The-Dream, who co-
wrote Beyonce's "Single Ladies," Rihanna's
"Umbrella" and other hits, co-wrote "Marcy
Me" and has additional vocals on the song.
Gospel singer Kim Burrell, who was criticized
last year for a sermon in which she referred to
gays and lesbians as perverted, sings on the
title track.

"4:44" is available on the streaming service
Tidal,  which the rapper co-owns with
Beyonce, Rihanna, Madonna and other stars.
The album is also available to Sprint cus-
tomers who sign up for Tidal (Sprint bought a
33 percent stake in the service earlier this
year). The 35-minute album, which has 10
tracks, is also available on 160 iHeartMedia
radio stations. — AP

Jay-Z gets personal and deep on new album '4:44'

This file photo shows
Beyonce (left) and Jay Z
perform during a Get
Out the Vote (GOTV)
performance in
Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP

Palestinian singer Omar Kamal performs on stage at
the Beiteddine Palace in Lebanon's Chouf moutains,
south of the capital Beirut, during the Beiteddine
International Art Festival, on July 1, 2017. — AFP

Teen musicians to take soulful Memphis Sound anew to Europe

A group of Stax Music Academy musicians rehearse for their upcoming tour of Europe in Memphis, Tenn. — AP photos

This 1967 photo provided by the Stax Museum of American Soul Music
shows Stax Records musicians at an airport during their tour of Europe.
From left are Eddie Floyd, Sam Moore, Steve Cropper, Otis Redding,
Wayne Jackson and Arthur Conley. Artists from the studio captivated
audiences with their music born from blues and gospel - a mesmerizing
sound created from the black experience in the US last century.

Belgian fashion designers Filip Arickx (right) and An Vandevorst for A.F. Vandevorst acknowledge the audi-
ence at the end of the 2017-2018 fall/winter collection show in Paris yesterday. — AFP photos



Dog gatecrashes classical orchestra 
A dog has gatecrashed an open-air orchestra concert.
During the International Izmir Festival in the Turkish city of
Ephesus, the curious pooch was spotted wandering onto
the stage and looking around while the band continued to
play, unfazed by the addition to their group. Many of the
members of the Vienna Chamber Orchestra - who were in
the middle of performing Mendelssohn's Italian Symphony
No.4 when they were interrupted by the surprise arrival -
saw the dog but were determined to finish their perform-
ance and as they built up to their crescendo the dog set-
tled down next to a violinist. An audience member filmed
the dog's adventure on stage and some of the fans could
be heard laughing at the unimpressed pup. Just before the
end of the performance the dog opened its mouth and
yawned, which garnered claps and cheers from the audi-
ence. In just a few hours, the clip which was shared on
social media by ABC.com received more than 5,000 likes.

Island emerges in Bermuda Triangle 
An island has emerged from the sea in the Bermuda
Triangle. The mile-long sand bank has appeared in the
North Atlantic Ocean over the last couple of months, but
people are being told to stay away from the new land
because of strong currents in the gap separating the sand-
bank from the mainland. The island - which can be found
just off Cape Point in North Carolina - has been nicknamed
Shelly Island by locals due to the large number of shells
found upon it. Janice Regan told PilotOnline of the sand
bank: "Yeah, isn't it crazy? It was just a little bump in April."
Despite rapidly becoming a tourist attraction, people are
being told to keep clear of the island as although the dis-
tance between the two is just 50 yards, the riptides are said
to be incredibly strong. And as Bill Smith, president of the
North Carolina Beach Buggy Association admits, there's
also a concern surrounding sharks in the waters. He said:
"We're worried about shark bites, but we're more worried
about drownings." The future of the island is not clear as
the sand bank could continue to grow or could vanish.

Study finds people hate seeing holiday pics 
People hate seeing holiday pictures on social media,
according to a new study. Aviva, who carried out the
research, found that 73 percent of people who took part in
the research got wound up when they came across photos
of their pals enjoying themselves during their time off. The
study also found that the most unpopular pose of all holi-
day pictures is the 'hot dogs or legs?' Adam Beckett,
propositions director at Aviva, told the Metro: "A holiday is,
for many, a time to switch-off and have a rest but it would
seem that taking a break doesn't apply to social media.
"Long gone are the days when the first time British holi-
daymakers would see their snaps was in the chemist after

they got home. "Now, we're sharing our holiday memories
as soon as they happen, and with a much wider circle of
friends and family."

Man gets dumped by girlfriend after rat prank 
A man was dumped after playing a prank on his girlfriend.
A social media user, named Derek Deso, recorded the
moment he threw five rats onto his girlfriend as she slept.
And in the clip, which has been obtained by The Daily Star
Online, the YouTuber's partner can be seen leaping up
screaming before she stormed out of the room.  The lover
was so mortified by the practical joke she has vowed not to
return to her boyfriend's house and has moved back in
with her parents until her beau stops with the tricks.  She
said: "You need to be done with these jokes dude and until
then I'm sleeping at my mum's house. "I don't feel comfort-
able here anymore." But Derek couldn't believe his prank
was the reason the couple split up.  He replied: "Are we
really going to break up over rats?"

Woman performs dangerous bike stunt 
A woman has been seen balancing on top of an assort-
ment of boxes while riding her motorcycle. Video footage
of the woman, who is unnamed and hails from China, has
shown her performing the dangerous stunt in which she
can be seen balancing on top of an array of boxes with her
legs dangling treacherously off the back of her motorcycle.
In the clip, the woman is seen driving down what appears
to be a fast road as another motorbike rider drives on the
lane adjacent to hers, making the contrast in their driving
preferences quite scary to watch. The footage was cap-
tured in the Changsha, Hunan Province in China earlier this
month on June 11 when a passing motorist spotted the
bizarre sight and decided to grab his phone to capture it.
The video was uploaded on YouTube and other social
media sites and has since gone viral.-Bang Showbiz

Bizarre News 
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An albino model wearing a creation waits to access a private lounge during the fashion show at the 2017 Durban July horse race in Durban, on July 1, 2017. — AFP

Standing in sweltering heat for hours at a time, paint-
ed head-to-toe in the colors of the tax authority,
Emmanuel Howard has become a fixture at traffic

junctions in Liberia's capital Monrovia. He and dozens of
other young men are deployed by advertising firms as col-
orful human billboards for client ranging from government
agencies to brides-to-be.  Standing stock still on the
bustling roadsides, they have become street sensations. "I
feel good being painted because this is what gives me my
daily bread. Some of my friends are in the streets stealing
from others," says Howard, a 25-year-old "statue".

"I take care of my child with it. I feed and clothe myself,
and I pay my rent," adds fellow body painter Joseph
Yarpkawolo, 27. Body painting as a means of attracting
attention in the streets began in the early 1990s with
youngsters done up as mascots for the national football
team, daubed in the red, white and blue of the Liberian
flag. Standing still for extended periods, or walking like
robots around the outer edge of the pitch, they galvanized
both players and fans. Entrepreneurs like Emmanuel Ben,
26, founder of the Emmanuel Creation bodypaint publicity
firm, were barely born at the time, but would grow up see-
ing a niche in the market for a highly-mobile way of
attracting customers.

"DHL, Total and the Liberia Revenue Agency are among
my clients," he told AFP, referring to the German logistics
firm and the French oil company. Almost anyone can rent
one of these bodypaint models, who strike a pose and hold
it for long periods on streets still largely free of the com-
mercial advertising that has bloomed in other African capi-
tals. "Some schools, private individuals and small business-
es also contact us for advertisements. I go for weddings
also," Ben told AFP.

The stare factor 
One fan of their work is Fatumata Sanoe, an 18-year-old

student who admits finding it difficult to keep from staring
at these curious human billboards. "I look at them every

time they come out. It is really attractive, and you some-
times want to know if they are really human because you
don't see any part of them shaking," she exclaimed. "No
one can just pass without giving them some attention," she
added, before hurrying off to class. Liberia has a long histo-
ry of using body paint for religious and community rituals,
but this is usually done in a more private setting.

More recently, the image of a man painted white with
the words "Kick Ebola out of Liberia" in orange and black
emblazoned on his back was widely shared in 2015 as the
country celebrated what was then believed to be the end
of a deadly epidemic. Since launching his business in 2013,
Ben has built it up to 35 employees and can now charge
clients $10 (nine euros) an hour for a five-hour stretch. His
workers earn $10 a shift.

'My statues' 
The body painters tend to be young men under 30 with

few other options and using their body as a canvas has
become a popular earner. Legions of street children left
behind by the horrific 1989-2003 war have grown into
young adults in Liberia, often with large gaps in their
schooling that lead many to a life of crime in an economy
with stubbornly high unemployment. "The economic situa-
tion in the country is a difficult one. There are no job
opportunities for us," says Yarkpawolo. 

"The only problem we face sometimes is that standing
for hours under the sun can give us fever. That's the only
risk we have," adds Emmanuel Howard. Their boss at
Emmanuel Creation is proud of their work. "You can be in a
taxi or walking in the street, you come across my boys and
the message is given. When you see one of my statues you
can't just pass, you have to stop a bit and look," Ben told
AFP. "When people come across my statues, they take a
photo, what they do next is to post it on the internet," he
said, lauding the viral potential of his technique. — AFP

A man stands in the sweltering heat for hours, painted
head to toe in the colors of a fashion house, at a traffic
junctions in the Liberian capital of Monrovia.

Joseph Yarkpawolo stands in the sweltering heat for
hours, painted head to toe in the colors of the national tax
authority, at a traffic junctions in the Liberian capital of
Monrovia. — AFP photos

Paintwork: Young Liberians 
slap on any message you want
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