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Two high-end American labels will make their
Paris haute couture debuts today in a week
when the French capital pays tribute to two of

fashion's legends. New York-based Proenza Schouler
and Californian house Rodarte-who normally present
their collections at New York fashion week-have been
invited into the elite haute couture fold, which shows
only in Paris. Their debut as guest members comes as
Chanel's veteran maestro Karl Lagerfeld will be given
the Grand Vermeil medal, the highest honor the city of
Paris can bestow, and a major new exhibition opens
about Christian Dior.

The Belgium label A.F. Vandevorst and Holland's
Ronald van der Kemp have also been invited to show
on the haute couture catwalks for first time alongside
French brand Azzaro. Only 15 fashion houses includ-
ing Chanel, Christian Dior, Jean Paul Gaultier, Maison
Margiela and Giambattista Valli have the right to call
their work haute couture. Their entirely handmade
creations, which can cost tens of thousands of euros
(dollars) for a single piece, are worn by some of the
richest and most powerful women in the world.
French haute couture designer Julien Fournie-whose
clients include royalty-said he welcomed the inclusion
of the American brands, which are best known for
dressing Hollywood stars. "Everyone has the right to
come to Paris to measure themselves against the
greats. All the better (that) the Americans come and
we will see what they can do," he added.

Karl Lagerfeld honored 
Los Angeles-based Rodarte, run by sisters Kate

and Laura Mulleavy, have dressed pop star Katy Perry
and made headlines with their 2014 "Star Wars"

dresses which carried images of Luke Skywalker and
robot R2-D2.  They designed the costumes for the
ballet movie "Black Swan", and its star Natalie
Portman wore one of their gowns to pick up her
Oscar for best actress in 2011. Her husband French
choreographer Benjamin Millepied has worked with
the sisters on a number of his ballet productions.
Proenza Schouler designers Lazaro Hernandez and
Jack McCollough will show their spring summer
ready to wear line they would have shown in New
York in September, allowing them to deliver it to
shops two months ahead of the competition.

The haute couture shows will also see newly
appointed French designer Maxime Simoens take his
first bow at Azzaro, which was founded half a century
ago by the Italian Loris Azzaro. But the big set-piece
events of the week will as ever be the often spectacu-
lar Dior and Chanel shows. Maria Grazia Chiuri will
present her second couture collection for Dior on
Monday which will be followed by the opening of a
new exhibition dedicated to the house's founder
Christian Dior at the city's museum of decorative arts.
The show, "Christian Dior: Designer of Dreams", which
will run until January 2018, traces the history of the
brand from Dior's invention of the "New Look" after
World War II right up to Chiuri, who became its first
female artistic director last July.

And 83-year-old Lagerfeld, known as the "kaiser"
for his mastery of the fashion world, will be presented
with the Grand Vermeil medal on Tuesday after
Chanel's show at the Grand Palais by the mayor of the
French capital, Anne Hidalgo. — AFP

US labels make Paris debut on haute couture catwalks

The Mademoiselle Prive Seoul exhibition touches upon
the CHANEL icons, codes and symbols and continues in
the charismatic and irreverent spirit of Gabrielle Chanel
and Karl Lagerfeld to intrigue and charm at the same time.

The opening
The opening guests include CHANEL ambassadors G-

Dragon, Caroline de Maigret and the Japanese actress
Rinko Kikuchi, as well as model Soo Joo Park and influencer
Irene Kim. All of them are part of the Mademoiselle PrivÈ
exhibition in Seoul. The CHANEL ambassadors and actress-
es Gwei Lun Mei, Shin Hye Park and Ye Seul Han, the K-pop
singer CL, singers Taeyang and Jennie, actresses Ryeowon
Jung, A Sung Ko and Yoon A Lim as well as actors Je Hoon
Lee, Chang Wook Ji and Joo Hyuk Nam also attended the
exhibition's opening at the D museum.

Following the private view and opening reception at
the D MUSEUM, guests celebrated the opening at the S
Factory in a setting created especially for the evening with
a live performance by G-Dragon. Soo Joo Park, Kingmck
and Plastic Kid also DJ'd.


