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Lionel Fotot once watched a crowd kill a 6-
year-old Muslim boy with a machete. He can't
shake the memories of the brutalities he wit-

nessed as Central African Republic collapsed into
sectarian violence. So the young hip hop artist was
heartened when his One Force group, comprised
of Christians and Muslims, performed to a packed
crowd at the largest venue in the capital, the
20,000-seat Barthelemy Boganda Stadium. "Our
music is like a medicine that can heal the country,"
Fotot said. "Before they disarm their weapons, the
youth have to disarm their hearts."

Central African Republic has faced interreligious
and intercommunal fighting since 2013, when pre-
dominantly Muslim Seleka rebels seized power in
the capital, Bangui. Anti-balaka militias, mostly
Christians, fought back, resulting in thousands of
people killed and hundreds of thousands dis-
placed. The situation has worsened in recent
months, with more than 300 people killed and
100,000 people displaced since mid-May after
attacks in the impoverished country's southeast

and center. Music is one approach in trying to pull
the nation together again.

Twenty young rappers from Central African
Republic recently attended a jam session and cul-
tural exchange with visiting Congolese-American
rapper and academic Omekongo Dibinga.
Organized by the US Embassy and UN peacekeep-
ing forces in the country, the event was meant to
"try to inspire them and to give them hope," said
UN spokesman Herve Verhoosel. "Sometimes peo-
ple here lack confidence in themselves and their
future, because all that they have known since they
were born has been conflict, people dying,"
Verhoosel said.

One of the young rappers at the event was
Marlon Bisseni, who practices every day at home or
with members of his rap group Enigmatique. The
21-year-old also studies human resources at a local
university, knowing he needs a way to survive in a
country where most people make less than a dollar
a day. "I love hip hop. Without music, I am nothing,"
said Bisseni, also known as "Rym Thug." The coun-

try's growing community of hip hop artists looks
toward a brighter future. "We say, 'No. Stop. We
don't need war,'" said 23-year-old artist Felix
Ngobo. "We say, ' I t  doesn't matter if  you're
Christian or Muslim.' We are all the same."

Ngobo performs as "Felika Joker" in his LK City
group, with songs entitled "We need peace" and
"Reconciliation Street." Dibinga, the visiting rap-
per and academic at American University, advised
the young rappers in Bangui to stay true to their
voice and draw on their own experiences instead
of emulating US artists.  "Art is community,"
Dibinga said.  " Whether you're Musl im or
Christian, whether you're whatever ... you have
more things in common than things that are dif-
ferent. That's how we start to build. And when
people are picking up the microphone, they're
not picking up the guns." — AP

Hip hop in Central African Republic brings hope in crisis

In this photo Lionel Fotot, wearing a brown leather jacket and white pants, poses for a
photograph with other members of the One Force Hip Hop band in Bangui, Central
African Republic. — AP photos

Adocumentary about the mysterious killing of a beloved
young Catholic nun half a century ago is the latest
smash hit on Netflix, highlighting the popularity of true

crime stories in America these days. The series called "The
Keepers," which began last month, is a suspenseful examina-
tion of the crime committed in 1969. People with information
about the case are now either deceased or elderly. The nun, a
cheerful, buoyant woman known as Sister Cathy, was 26 when
she died. She was a teacher at the all-girls' Archbishop Keough
High School, and her students were crazy about her.

But there was apparently a dark side of the school, over-
seen by the Baltimore archdiocese. The school chaplain,
Father Joseph Maskell, was allegedly a dangerous pedophile
who exerted psychological domination over his victims.
Maskell, who was also a police chaplain, denied any wrongdo-
ing. He died in 2001 and was never charged. The makers of
"The Keepers" follow the dogged work of two women in their
60s, Gemma Hoskins and Abbie Schaub, students of Sister
Cathy (whose last name was Cesnki), who created a Facebook
page to try to learn the truth about the death of their teacher.
The retired women effectively become detectives, digging
back into decades' worth of files and creating an online posse
of sleuths.

Breaking the silence 
The pair uncover stunning information, which is revealed

over the course of the series' seven episodes. Dozens of for-
mer students at the high school came forward to break
decades of silence and talk about how they were sexually
abused by Father Maskell. The hypothesis of the series is that
Sister Cathy was killed by the priest as she was about to reveal
his crimes. The success of the series illustrates Americans' fas-
cination with so-called cold cases-unresolved cases that are
technically open but all but dead.

Two similar documentaries have recently made real-life
impacts. A man named Adnan Syed, convicted of killing his
girlfriend, may get a new trial thanks to the hit podcast
"Serial." And a man imprisoned for life as a minor may be freed
because of documentary TV series "Making a Murderer." "The
Keepers" is also stirring up pressure for justice. "People are
very angry. That's the emotion I am seeing most that comes

out of it. People are frustrated," said Ryan White, the director
of the series. "They want something to be done about it."

The church strikes back 
Over the course of the work by White's team, which lasted

three years, two major institutions in Baltimore-a port city
with many Catholics-were heavily criticized for their handling
of the case: the police and the Catholic Church. They have
now hit back. Accused of ignoring Father Maskell's victims, the
archbishop of Baltimore published online a series of questions
about the case and the church's response to them. This
approach, too, has been criticized.

"I am someone now who is very protective of Maskell's sur-
vivors, because I spent the last three years listening to them
and I am indebted to them because their stories comprise
'The Keepers," said White. "And to watch the Catholic Church
come out in attack mode, questioning the integrity of them
and the documentary, I call this sickening." Church officials
insist they did not learn of accusations against the priest until
1992 and accuse "The Keepers" of misrepresenting the role of
the church in the case.

"At no point do we suggest that Maskell was not guilty, or
that the victims aren't telling the truth. We believe that to be
the case," said Sean Caine, a spokesman for the Baltimore
archdiocese. As soon as the allegations emerged, Caine said,
"we hired a private investigator. We spent hundreds of hours
investigating it, interviewing former students, former family
numbers, people in the community. No success at all." But he
acknowledged the church could have done a better job at
public relations given the raw emotions raised by the docu-
mentary.

Police have reopened the investigation, acutely aware that,
with the series' popularity, they are being closely watched.
Maskell's remains were exhumed to see if his DNA could be
linked to the killing of Sister Cathy.  The results turned up
nothing. But the probe has taken on another, larger dimen-
sion. "I think we can still find out the answer and I think Father
Maskell engineered this murder," said White. — AFP

Mystery of nun's unsolved murder 

is latest US documentary hit

A family plot which once contained the body of Reverand A Joseph Maskell, whose body was exhumed for the cold case
investigation into the murder of Sister Catherine Cesnik. — AFP

British songstress Adele yesterday cancelled the final two
shows of her sold-out world tour scheduled to take
place in London's Wembley stadium this weekend due

to damaged vocal cords. "I went to see my throat doctor this
evening because my voice didn't open up at all today and it
turns out I have damaged my vocal cords," Adele wrote in a
statement on her Twitter account.

"And on medical advice I simply am unable to perform over
the weekend. To say I'm heartbroken would be a complete
understatement," she added. The singer said she "struggled
vocally" during her first two shows at Wembley stadium on
Wednesday and Thursday where she performed both nights
in front of a sold-out crowd of 100,000, and that she had "even
considered miming". "But I've never done it and I cannot in a
million years do that to you. It wouldn't be the real me up
there," she wrote.

Apologizing to fans, the balladeer added that refunds
would be available if she was unable to reschedule. Adele has
in the past spoken candidly about how difficult she finds tour-
ing and hinted on Thursday that she may retire from live per-
formances after these Wembley concerts. "Touring is a pecu-
liar thing. It doesn't suit me particularly well," said a handwrit-
ten note included in Thursday's concert program, which sever-
al fans posted on social media.

"I'm a real homebody and I get so much joy in the small
things. Plus I'm dramatic and have a terrible history of tour-
ing," she wrote. "I wanted my final shows to be in London
because I don't know if I'll ever tour again and so I want my
last time to be at home," she added. But her "25" tour saw her
packing areas across Europe, North America, Australia and
New Zealand. In Los Angeles, she broke a record by selling out
eight consecutive shows at the Staples Center. — AFP

'Heartbroken' Adele cancels

final two shows of tour

This file photo shows British singer Adele performs
onstage during the 59th Annual Grammy music Awards in
Los Angeles, California. — AFP

Beyonce and
Jay-Z twins' 

names could be
Rumi and Sir 

The wait may be over for the names of the twins of
music power couple Beyonce and Jay-Z. Signs point
to the names as Rumi and Sir. The pop diva and rap-

per, whose real name is Shawn Carter, have filed to US
authorities to copyright "Rumi Carter" and "Sir Carter,"
ensuring no one else profits from the names to sell any-
thing from fragrances to music. The filings with the US
Patent and Trademark Office come from an identical
California address to an earlier application for the name
of the couple's five-year-old daughter, Blue Ivy Carter.

Jay-Z and Beyonce and their representative have not
commented on the twin's names or even confirmed their
birth, although Beyonce's father acknowledged her deliv-
ery over social media. Gossip site TMZ first reported the
copyright filings and noted that they were dated
Monday, the same time the parents were said to return to
their Los Angeles home with the twins. Rumi is the name
of the 13th-century Persian poet who endures as one of
the best-loved writers of the Sufi spiritual tradition, with
verses that celebrate love, joy and tolerance.

Jay-Z on Friday released his 13th album, "4:44," in
which he alludes to Persian poetry on the song "Marcy
Me," which describes his upbringing in a public housing
project in Brooklyn. Appearing to liken his rhyming skills
to the literary tradition, Jay-Z raps, "Sufi to the goofies / I
could probably speak Farsi." The choice of "Sir" is less
obvious, although the two names raise speculation that
both children are boys. News of the twins-first revealed
when a pregnant Beyonce showed her bare baby bump
on Instagram-has delighted the two stars' fans, some of
whom expect a musical dynasty along the lines of the
Jacksons. Blue Ivy has already appeared in music includ-
ing on Jay-Z latest album, in a song in which the rapper
vows that his family will carry on his business empire and
help represent African Americans. — AFP

In this file photo, Beyonce and Jay Z watch during
the first half in Game 7 of an NBA basketball first-
round playoff series between the Los Angeles
Clippers and the Utah Jazz in Los Angeles. — AP

Cajun music's million

seller song 'The

Back Door' turns 55

Asong the writer's bandleader hated has become
one of Cajun music's all-time greatest hits, and the
writer's home town salutes him and the song's 55th

anniversary today. D.L. Menard was 30 in 1962 when he
wrote "La Porte en Arriere" ("The Back Door ") - a jaunty
ditty in Cajun French about a guy who gets so drunk he
has to sneak into his house through the back door. Menard
says bandleader Elias Badeaux told him it stunk. But that
song helped make him a goodwill ambassador for Cajun
music and culture, traveling to dozens of countries on
State Department tours. Menard is in the Louisiana Music
Hall of Fame and the Cajun Music Hall of Fame, and in
1994 was named a national heritage fellow by the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Now 85, Menard will be performing "The Back Door"
and other songs today in a tribute created as part of the
town of Erath 's Fourth of July celebration. The exhibit
about Menard in the Acadian Museum in Erath is also
being expanded. Counting other artists' covers, "La Porte
en Arriere" has sold more than a million copies, said Floyd
Soileau, whose Swallow Record Co. released it as a single
in July 1962 and whose companies also hold the song's
copyright.

"People say 'Jolie Blonde' is the Cajun national anthem.
That's long past," he said. "'The Back Door' is the anthem
for Cajuns today. Everybody knows it. Everybody loves it."
Menard grew up on a farm, speaking Cajun French but
learning the country music he heard on the radio - there
weren't any Cajun music shows - and loving Hank Williams.
At 16, he bought his first  guitar after his family moved into
the town, where about 2,100 people live now, about 100
miles west of New Orleans.

An uncle had a band, and let Menard attend a rehears-
al. The teenager fell for the guitar and got the band's gui-
tarist to teach him. Six months later, he said, he had his
first paying gig with Badeaux and the Louisiana Aces.
Badeaux hired him because he could sing songs in English,
Menard said. Menard said "The Back Door" was the second
song he wrote, jotted down in between pumping gas,
checking oil and fixing flats at the gas station where he
worked. "I had the story and I knew what to say," he said in
a phone interview. The Louisiana Aces came in to cut four
tracks, Soileau said. He said he was changing the tape reel
after recording the first two when Menard picked up his
guitar and started singing.

"It caught my ear. I said, 'That sounds great, guys. Are
we doing that tonight?'" The question brought silence,
Soileau said. Then Badeaux said "yes." A decade or so later,
Soileau said, he learned that Menard and Badeaux had
argued all the way to the studio about whether to record
the song. "Thank God he decided to play it for me," Soileau
said. Menard recalls the session differently. He said the
group was practicing his tune during the break, and
Soileau said, "Fellas, we got to make that one right. That's
going to be the hit."

Whatever happened, the song got recorded, and soon
brought so many requests that Menard got sick of it. "I told
my wife I was sorry I wrote that song, because I had to sing
it five, six times. My wife sat me down and made it straight
to me that I had a hit. I didn't know. I had no idea," Menard
said. Now, he said, it's his favorite song: "That song
brought me to 38 countries."— AP

Mick Jagger says

newspaper editorial

saved him from prison

Rock superstar Mick Jagger says a news-
paper editorial was responsible for
helping him avoid prison for a minor

drug offense in 1967. The Rolling Stones
frontman tells the Times of London yesterday
that he had been sentenced to three months
in jail not because of the severity of his crime
but because band members were being
"scapegoats" by an older generation critical
of their lifestyle. 

The Times editorial underscored this
point, saying Jagger should be treated
"exactly the same as anyone else." The 73-
year-old singer tells the newspaper "that edi-
torial got me out jail. One day it dropped,
and the next thing I was out." Jagger credits
the editorial with telling the establishment
"come on guys, this is just not English fair
play kind of thing." — AP

In this May 10, 1967 file photo, Mick Jagger, lead singer of the British
rock band "The Rolling Stones", center left, and Keith Richards, guitarist
of the band, right, are surrounded by fans as they leave court, in
Chichester, England. — AP


