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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.727
Indian Rupees 4.729
Pkistani Rupees 2.900
Srilankan Rupees 1.985
Nepali Rupees 2.955
Singapore Dollar 220.650
Hongkong Dollar 39.043
Bangladesh Taka 3.765
Philippine Peso 6.084
Thai Baht 8.990

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.254
Qatari Riyal 83.688
Omani Riyal 791.320
Bahraini Dinar 809.090
UAE Dirham 82.959

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.350
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.760
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.223
Tunisian Dinar 125.050
Jordanian Dinar 429.540
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.030
Syrian Lira 2.171
Morocco Dirham 31.719

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 304.500
Euro 341.340
Sterling Pound 389.760
Canadian dollar 231.210
Turkish lira 87.250

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 313.920
Australian Dollar 233.090
US Dollar Buying 303.300

GOLD
20 Gram 254.110
10 Gram 129.970
5 Gram 65.830

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate
US Dollar 304.150
Canadian Dolla 230.815
Sterling Pound 389.365
Euro 340.715
Swiss Frank 298.260
Bahrain Dinar 806.705
UAE Dirhams 83.205
Qatari Riyals 84.425
Saudi Riyals 82.000
Jordanian Dinar 428.895
Egyptian Pound 16.937
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.986
Indian Rupees 4.720
Pakistani Rupees 2.900
Bangladesh Taka 3.771
Philippines Pesso 6.077
Cyprus pound 167.850
Japanese Yen 3.720
Syrian Pound 2.420
Nepalese Rupees 3.953
Malaysian Ringgit 71.970

In this day and age, technology is embedded in
our everyday life. The internet has become a life
necessity and not just for entertainment. Most

work tasks have become digitized. Smartphones
have become indispensable. So unless you’re spend-
ing the entire day doing absolutely nothing, it’s kind
of impossible to avoid technology.

While most of us cannot deny the role of technol-
ogy in every little task that we undertake, some of us
look at technology with googly eyes. Those of us
who have a great affinity for technology immerse
themselves in that world, following all news of tech-
nology advancements no matter what field it is con-
nected to. Whether it’s a medical advancement or a
consumer product launch, tech-fans are always keen
to find new ways to utilize technology for improving
the life of the average person. For those who are
obsessed with technology and want to pursue IT
careers, we have compiled a list of jobs that are
available on Bayt.com, the Middle East’s #1 Job Site,
and will satisfy your love for everything tech-based.

1. App Developer
When was the last time you met someone who

does not carry a smartphone? You probably will
remember them well, as such people are now con-
sidered the rarity. The world of smartphones has cre-
ated its own platform for apps to flourish, and many
companies are jumping on this wagon. This means
that the need for app developers is skyrocketing. If
you’re into making mobile experiences, this is the
path you should be going for.

2. Security Engineer
Just because time has progressed doesn’t mean

that the cyber world has become safer. In fact, ever
since the world had become interconnected, hackers
have had “easier” access to sensitive information. And
since everything is becoming digital and the amount
of data that is generated and placed online is enor-
mous, the main concern of any company hasbecome
the security of its information. If you’re intrigued not
only by technology but also by data security, then
being a security engineer might be right up your alley!

3. Legal IT Manager
The fact that technology has infiltrated our lives in

every single aspect means that IT companies exist in

abundance. What those companies need nowadays is
legal advice from law firms that are specialized in the
IT field. Think, for instance, about the new streaming
platforms that have contributed to a whole new
experience for listening and watching all kinds of
movies, TV shows, etc. Such service providers are
often battling copy-right and fair use issues that they
must overcome.  This is where you can combine your
passion for law and IT in the same place.

4. UI/UX Designer
The great thing about modern jobs is that they

blur the lines between different fields and can com-
bine your skills and passions no matter how diverse
they may be. UI/UX designers are the perfect exam-
ple of that. It is impossible to categorize such job as
pure IT or pure design. It’s a mixture of both, and it
doesn’t work any other way.  If you’re obsessed with
IT and have design sensibilities, then this is what
you’ve been looking for.

5. Programmer
Do you like languages? What about computer

languages? Good, because working as a program-

mer allows you to speak those latter languages flu-
ently. The scope of work is huge, which means
whichever project you take on can provide its own
exciting experience and challenges to overcome.
Being a programmer is kind of like being in your
own little world of creating new things using a
secret language that not everyone is fluent at.  If this
sounds appealing to you then you have stumbled
upon your career path. 

6. Quality Assurance
Working in quality assurance needs perfectionists

who are able to nitpick every small detail and have
an eye for anything that seems off. This is vital for any
product or service to create the best experience pos-
sible. Again, this is a job that will require more than a
love for technology. You will be able to mold a far-
reaching experience and an impressive list of skills if
this is the job you decide to pursue. Of course, there
are many more jobs that are related to technology. In
a sense, nearly every job that is created today ties to
technology in one way or another. Check out over
10,000 jobs that are available on Bayt.com and find
your perfect career option. — Courtesy Bayt.com

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.389793 0.399793
Czech Korune 0.005277 0.017277
Danish Krone 0.042663 0.047663
Euro 0. 342319 0.351319
Norwegian Krone 0.032365 0.037585
Romanian Leu 0.084208 0.084208
Slovakia 0.009074 0.019074
Swedish Krona 0.032023 0.037023
Swiss Franc 0.311103 0.322103
Turkish Lira 0.081312 0.091612

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.228305 0.240305
New Zealand Dollar 0.216967 0.226467

America
Canadian Dollar 0.229183 0.238183
Georgina Lari 0.137234 0.137234
US Dollars 0.299750 0.304170
US Dollars Mint 0.300250 0.304170

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003426 0.004010
Chinese Yuan 0.043378 0.046878
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037066 0.039816

Indian Rupee 0.004208 0.004896
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002634 0.002814
Kenyan Shilling 0.002988 0.002988
Korean Won 0.000256 0.000271
Malaysian Ringgit 0.067329 0.073329
Nepalese Rupee 0.002972 0.003142
Pakistan Rupee 0.002711 0.003001
Philippine Peso 0.005984 0.006284
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.215633 0.225633
South African Rand 0.017391 0.025891
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001605 0.002185
Taiwan 0.009727 0.009907
Thai Baht 0.008634 0.009184

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.798548 0.807046
Egyptian Pound 0.015184 0.021092
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000189 0.000249
Jordanian Dinar 0.423957 0.432957
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000156 0.000256
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019743 0.043743
Nigerian Naira 0.001255 0.001890
Omani Riyal 0.782800 0.788480
Qatar Riyal 0.079170 0.084110
Saudi Riyal 0.079940 0.081240
Syrian Pound 0.001288 0.001508
Tunisian Dinar 0.122374 0.130374
Turkish Lira 0.081312 0.091612
UAE Dirhams 0.081302 0.083002
Yemeni Riyal 0.000988 0.001068

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.975
Thai Bhat 9.945
Turkish Lira 86.795

Career options for the technology-obsessed

NEW YORK: While hiking in the Himalayas for
three weeks, Mike Scanlin had no cellphone
service much of the time and no way to charge
his phone. Running his business - a one-man
operation - became a very sporadic proposition.
It was a calculated risk. “I felt I was going to lose
customers, lose some business if they couldn’t
get a response for three days,” says Scanlin, own-
er of Born to Sell, a business software company
based in Las Vegas. “But it’s worth maybe losing
a bit of business to accomplish the items on your
bucket list.”

Changes in technology have made it possible
for vacationing small business owners to never
be out of touch - unless they decide to go to a
part of the world without enough cellphone
towers, bandwidth or electricity. Sometimes
they find out by surprise. But many understand
that they’re losing their tether to their compa-
nies. Some leave the business in the hands of
trusted employees, or have projects and press-
ing matters dealt with so being out of contact
won’t be a problem.

Scanlin was able to check emails when the
hiking group made it to the top of inclines dur-
ing his 2012 trip. But in valleys where they
camped, there was no service. And even when
Scanlin could get a connection, he couldn’t
download documents or photos, and the nine
hour-plus time difference with the US meant a
lag between emails and replies. He couldn’t go
online to fix any problems that might come up
with his website, and there was no one back
home who could do it. It did make Scanlin,
whose company was a year-and-a-half-old when
he made the trek, a little uneasy. Born to Sell sur-
vived, however, and he has since visited places
like Peru and Easter Island, located nearly 2,200
miles off the coast of Chile, where cellphone and
internet service were often unavailable.

Checking in 
Checking in is the norm for most owners.

With tablets or smartphones in hand, many set
aside time on a trip to at least read important
emails or touch base with employees and impor-
tant clients. In a recent survey of 700 small busi-
ness owners and managers released by
American Express, the vast majority said they
check in by phone or email while on vacation.
More than half of those do so at least once a day.
But nearly a quarter don’t check in.

Aaron Hockel knew before he left on his two-
week honeymoon to Peru last summer he would
have minimal access to a cellphone network or
the internet. So he decided to just be offline and
leave the digital marketing company, AltaVista
Strategic Partners, in the care of his three business
partners and 15 staffers. They would deal with cus-
tomers and issues that were his domain. “It was a
scary proposition at first because two weeks is a
long time to disconnect,” says Hockel, whose com-
pany is based in Glen Burnie, Maryland.

At places like Machu Picchu, the historic
Incan mountain fortress, there wasn’t any con-
nectivity. But even at a hotel with Wi-Fi, Hockel
ignored his email inbox. “I knew, if I open this,
I’m opening a Pandora’s box,” Hockel says. When

he returned home, he found he’d made the right
choice: “Our staff did an incredible job communi-
cating and tackling issues.”

Corey Kupfer, an attorney for 30 years who also
has a speaking and consulting business, called his
office several times a day from vacations in the
early years of his practice. By about 15 years ago,
he was calling just once a day, and Kupfer realized
the problems his staff talked to him about were
things they could handle on their own. He told
them he wouldn’t call in on his next vacation.
“People figure things out when they don’t have you
as a crutch. It empowers them and helps your team
to grow,” says Kupfer, who’s based in New York.
Kupfer has traveled in recent years to Ecuador, the
Utah desert and the West Bank, had no cellphone
service and no worries because his staff and part-
ners can handle the business without him.  His
mantra: “I’m not that important.”

‘Not much energy left’
Owners of brand-new companies are less

likely to disconnect. In May, Brad Weber was
ready to leave his laptop home and his 10-year-

old mobile app development company in the
hands of his 15 staffers. “The business had
matured to a point and the team jelled to a
point where I felt comfortable doing it. I knew
they’d be able to handle whatever came up,” says
Weber, owner of Boulder, Colorado-based
InspiringApps. He went on a weeklong sailboat
trip off Grenada where he had to focus on the
sailing. “There was not much energy left to think
about the office,” he says.

Still, for some owners, being out of touch isn’t
part of the plan. “There was a bit of a gulp,”

recalls Chris Brantner about his Rocky Mountain
backpacking trip this spring when he had virtu-
ally no cellphone service. His brothers, who work
with him at his Houston-based company,
CutCableToday.com, were doing their jobs, but
“I’m the guy who gets the call at 8 pm if the
website’s down. That was probably the most
worrisome part, if things stopped functioning.”

Brantner, whose website provides informa-
tion about cable TV alternatives, was able to give
one brother a heads-up that he wouldn’t be able
to access the website if needed. After that, with
nothing more he could do, he went back to hik-
ing. “It was nice to get away for a few days and
turn off my brain,” Brantner says. When he recon-
nected, he found the website hadn’t crashed
and no harm was done.

Dale Janee was caught by surprise during a
weekend trip to a rural part of Poland in 2014,
discovering there was no way to go online or
connect with customers as she expected. Janee,
the owner of a pillowcase maker called Savvy
Sleepers that sells to beauty salons and retailers,
worried that clients who wanted to place orders

or had questions would turn to another supplier
when they were unable to reach her. “It felt like
an eternity to be disconnected from my busi-
ness,” Janee says. While at the airport to head
home, she logged in and found all was well.
Since then, the Dallas-based company has
grown to the point where Janee has hired an
assistant who can keep an eye on the business
when she’s away. And, she realizes, the walks she
took and books she read on her trip provided a
needed respite. “At some point, you have to dis-
connect on vacation,” she says. — AP

BANGKOK: It’s been 20 years since a finan-
cial meltdown spread through much of
Asia, wrecking economies and bringing
down governments. They’ve long since
recovered and, analysts say, are now
stronger for the experience. But in Thailand
- the epicenter of the crisis - the anniversary
brings back painful memories for those who
lived through it, and lost everything. “It was
like there was no way out for many of us,”
said Supop Pavanan. Today he makes a
comfortable living selling Buddhist amulets
at his Bangkok shop and over the internet,
but two decades ago he was among mil-
lions of victims of the great Asian crash.

Thailand’s boom of the mid-1990s,
fueled by unrestrained borrowing and a
corrupt, lax finance system, collapsed on
July 2, 1997, when the government deval-
ued the baht. The currency sank, ruining
companies and individuals almost
overnight and starting a chain reaction that
spread across borders. Soon, many of Asia’s
tiger economies were skinned alive.
Recessions struck from South Korea to
Indonesia and millions were thrown out of
work as investment and real estate bubbles
burst, roiling global markets.

‘No one was buying’ 
Bangkok came to resemble a giant flea

market. Wealthy Thais sold their luxury
goods at knock-down prices in parking lots.
Cars, jewelry, vintage wine - even personal
aircraft - all had to go. “The worst thing was
not knowing what would happen to you,”
said Supop, who had been an overseas tour
guide but was laid off. He ended up selling
fish balls from a street stall and his income
fell from $3,000 in a good month to $200, if
he was lucky. He stuck at it for a year before
beginning a slow climb back out of the
economic depths.

“You couldn’t apply for a job because no
one would give you one,” he said. “You
couldn’t sell goods because no one was
buying. You couldn’t get a loan for an

investment because no one was giving
them.” Anger grew as unemployment
soared. The government fell. Thailand end-
ed up taking a bailout from the
International Monetary Fund. An exhibition
at Bangkok’s Museum Siam recalls those
grim days. Artifacts convey the pain of ordi-
nary people: A Buddha statue that a busi-
nessman confided in because he couldn’t
face telling his family of his ruin. An office
phone over which a woman learned that
her bankrupt boss had killed himself.

“I experienced it but wasn’t severely
affected because I was still in school,” said
Taweesak Woraritruengaurai, the exhibi-
tion’s curator. “But when I got to see all
these things that are full of stories, I could
feel how real it was and how much it affect-
ed many aspects of life. It affected people
very deeply.” Today, Thailand’s banking and
finance sector seems more secure. Experts
say crucial lessons were learned in 1997.
The chances of a rerun, they say, are slim.

Global crisis 
When the global crisis struck a decade

later, Asia’s financial systems were relatively
insulated, with less direct exposure to the
toxic subprime mortgages that wreaked
havoc on US and European markets. “I don’t
think there will be another financial crisis,”
said economics professor Apichart
Satitniramai of Thammasat University.
“Firstly, there’s a high capital adequacy
ratio, which can support more risk,” he said,
referring to the reserves banks must keep
dealing with possible crises.

“Secondly, banks and financial institu-
tions have changed their behavior drastical-
ly, compared to the time before the finan-
cial crisis occurred,” Apichart said. Thailand
and other Asian countries also have bulked
up their foreign currency reserves, a key
buffer for a country facing economic tur-
moil because they can be used to defend its
currency, provide liquidity and generally
shore up financial systems. —AP

How vacationing business owners 
manage with being unreachable

‘It’s worth maybe losing a bit of business’

BANGKOK: In this Oct 27, 1997, file photo, a taxi driver walks through hundreds of
taxis taken out of service to save operating costs. —AP 

20 years on, scars from Asian 
financial meltdown linger

In this Sept 23, 2015, photo, provided by small business owner Mike Scanlin, Scanlin poses for
a photo on Easter Island in the South Pacific, a Chilean territory. — AP 


