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Convention attendee Arishaa Khan said even those
who are not directly affected by the ban - because they
are not from the six targeted countries - are neverthe-
less affected by its broader implications. “This ban has
been tumultuous,” the 27-year-old American citizen
from Pakistan said, adding that she sees friends and
family “posting on Facebook before they go on interna-
tional flights, asking for lawyers to be on standby”.

Several participants said they had been heartened
by the show of support by Americans of many religious
denominations, with members of Catholic, Lutheran
and Jewish faiths set to attend the three-day conven-
tion.  They pointed to the protesters who showed up at
US airports, along with lawyers offering pro-bono legal
help, as the new ban took effect. “We had a lot of people
come to visit in the mosque... to show support. And it
was very nice,” said Muhammad Abdellatif, who was

attending the convention from Houston. 
But others pointed to recent incidents of attacks

against Muslims as evidence of increased Islamophobia,
and accused far-right groups, and the US president him-
self, of fanning tensions. “This Ramadan, in particular,
was a very difficult one for many in the community,” said
Asra Ali, a Chicago-area dentist and convention organiz-
er, referring to the Muslim holiday of fasting which end-
ed last Saturday.

In May, a man who had gone on an anti-Muslim rant
fatally stabbed two people who came to the defense of
two girls on a train in Portland, Oregon. And earlier this
month, Nabra Hassanen, a 17-year-old Virginia girl, was
beaten to death after she left late-night prayers at a
mosque. A 22-year-old man was charged in that attack,
which police said was an act of road-rage not a hate
crime, but many Muslims remain convinced she was tar-
geted over her faith. There was a special prayer planned
for Hassanen during the convention. —AFP 

American Muslims decry Trump travel ban
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Turkey criticized the ultimatum but has also taken
care not to directly target Saudi Arabia, the key protag-
onist in the crisis. On Friday, US president Donald Trump

spoke with Erdogan to discuss the dispute. Trump and
Erdogan discussed ways to resolve the dispute “while
ensuring that all countries work together to stop terror-
ist funding and to combat extremist ideology”, the
White House said in a statement. — Agencies  

Turkey remains hopeful of solution...

JAKARTA: Former US President Barack Obama delivers his speech during the 4th Congress of the Indonesian
Diaspora yesterday. — AP 

JAKARTA: Following another week of dust-ups between the
media and President Donald Trump, his predecessor shared a
bit of wisdom yesterday from the other side of the world
about tolerance and taking the daily news cycle in stride. “I
wasn’t worried about what was in the newspapers today,” for-
mer President Barack Obama said during a nostalgic visit to
Indonesia’s capital, his childhood home. “What I was worried
about was, ‘What are they going to write about me 20 years
from now when I look back?’”

Obama was greeted by a crowd of thousands, including
leaders, students and businesspeople, in Jakarta, where he
opened the Fourth Congress of Indonesian Diaspora. He is
wildly popular in Indonesia, where many view him as an
adopted son. A statue of the boy still remembered as
“Barry” stands outside his old elementary school. He remi-
nisced about moving to Jakarta in 1967 when he was just 6
years old, shouting, “Indonesia bagian dari diri!” - or
“Indonesia is part of me!” He said he had been gorging on
the local food since arriving.

“If the rainy season came, the floods were coming and
we had to clean out the floors in our house and then chase
the chickens because they had gone someplace else,” he
said to roaring laughter. “Today, Jakarta is a thriving center
of commerce marked by highways and high-rises. So much
has changed, so much progress has been made.”

Obama lived in the country with his mother, an anthro-
pologist, and his Indonesian stepfather. The couple split up
after having his half-sister, and Obama moved back to
Hawaii when he was 10 to live with his grandparents. But he
said he has never forgotten the years he spent in Indonesia.
“My time here made me cherish respect for people’s differ-
ences,” he said, noting how he and his family had just visited
two of the most treasured ancient temples - Borobudur, a
Buddhist complex, and the Hindu compound of Prambanan
- in the world’s most populous Muslim country.

The speech came on the final leg of Obama’s 10-day
vacation in Indonesia. In addition to visiting the temples in
the city of Yogyakarta on the island of Java, he and his wife,
Michelle, and daughters, Sasha and Malia, also went rafting
and toured the resort island of Bali. On Friday, he met
Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo at the grand
Bogor Palace in West Java, just outside Jakarta.

Obama largely stayed away from US politics and the
Trump administration, but he did tout one of his accom-
plishments while in office. “In Paris, we came together
around the most ambitious agreement in history about cli-
mate change, an agreement that even with the temporary
absence of American leadership, can still give our children
a fighting chance” he said.

Trump shocked many countries last month by announc-
ing he was pulling out of the accord. He has also had a dif-
ficult relationship with members of the press and was
recently condemned by Democrats and Republicans for a
tweet that attacked a female MSNBC host. Obama stressed
the importance of stepping away from news sites where
only like-minded views are shared, and warned about
social media giving rise to resentment of minorities and
bad treatment of people.

The Indonesian visit marked Obama’s first trip to Asia
since leaving office. He urged the country to be a light of
democracy and to never stop embracing differences. It has
faced a rise in radicalism, anti-gay attacks and was recently
condemned by rights groups for jailing Jakarta’s former gov-
ernor, an ethnic Chinese Christian, for blasphemy. “The spirit
of this country has to be one of tolerance. It’s enshrined in
Indonesia’s constitution, it’s symbolized by mosques and
temples and churches beside each other,” Obama said. “That
spirit is one of the defining things about Indonesia. It is one
of the most important characteristics to set as an example
for other Muslim countries around the world.” —- AP 

Obama calls for tolerance, 
respect in childhood home 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump yesterday
fired off another volley in his escalating feud with the
US media, aiming a Twitter tirade at CNN, NBC and a
morning show host he taunted as “dumb as a rock”. The
outburst came at the end of a week during which the
US leader railed against major news organizations as
“fake news”, before launching a crude personal attack
on Mika Brzezinski and Joe Scarborough, who headline
the “Morning Joe” program on the left-leaning MSNBC
cable network.

“Crazy Joe Scarborough and dumb as a rock Mika are
not bad people, but their low rated show is dominated
by their NBC bosses. Too bad!” he wrote, seemingly trying
to get in the final word in his clash with the journalists.
Apparently stung by critical coverage on the show,
Trump on Thursday had tweeted: “I heard poorly rated
@Morning_Joe speaks badly of me (don’t watch any-

more). Then how come low I.Q. Crazy Mika, along with
Psycho Joe came to Mar-a-Lago 3 nights in a row around
New Year’s Eve, and insisted on joining me. She was
bleeding badly from a face-lift. I said no!”

The comments sparked a major backlash, as well as
condemnation from within Trump’s own Republican par-
ty. The TV hosts responded on Friday with an opinion
piece in the Washington Post titled “Donald Trump is not
well”, questioning his “unmoored behavior” and fitness to
serve. Trump yesterday also targeted CNN, a frequent
punching bag for the president. “I am extremely pleased
to see that @CNN has finally been exposed as #FakeNews
and garbage journalism. It’s about time!” he tweeted,
referring to an article that the cable news channel
retracted, which claimed Congress was investigating
links between Trump’s administration and a Russian
investment fund. — AFP

Trump slams CNN, NBC, 
‘dumb as a rock’ journalist


