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Nightclub shooting

MIAMI: Seventeen people were wounded in a
nightclub shootup in the southern US state of
Arkansas, police said yesterday. Some of the vic-
tims may also have been trampled when gunfire
rang out inside the Power Ultra Lounge in down-
town Little Rock around 2:30 am, local KAT V
reported. “We do NOT believe this incident was an
active shooter or terror related incident,” the Little
Rock police department wrote on Twitter.  “I t
appears to have been a dispute at a concert.”
Police later tweeted that “ALL 17 confirmed shoot-
ing victims are alive,” and that one of the shooting
victims “that was critical has been upgraded to
STABLE.” Police released no names or any informa-
tion on a suspect or suspects. According to the
nightclub website, an artist by the name of Finese
2 Tymes had been scheduled to perform. 

19 gunmen killed 

CULIACAN: Clashes killed 19 gunmen and injured
five police officers in the northern Mexican state of
Sinaloa, the heart of operations of some of the coun-
try’s biggest drug traffickers, authorities said yester-
day. The incident occurred late Friday when a group
of gunmen clashed with Mazatlan city police who
were on a routine tour led by local police chief Joel
Ernesto Soto. The confrontation began around 8:00
pm in the town of Villa Union when police repelled
the gunmen’s assault, Sinaloa deputy secretary of
security Cristobal Castaneda said. The 19 men, who
were riding in four vehicles, pursued their confronta-
tion by a highway, where they were killed by munici-
pal police. “They faced quite a number of aggressors,
but thanks to their training and professionalism, they
managed to get ahead. The wounded policemen are
well,” Castaneda told reporters. At the scene of the
clash, four vehicles, 15 rifles and seven handguns
were found. 
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Tanker, ship collide 

LILLE: An oil tanker and a cargo ship collided yester-
day off Britain in one of the world’s busiest shipping
routes, but no injuries or spills have been reported,
authorities said. The tanker had 38,000 tons of petrol
on board at the time of the collision with a 220-metre
cargo boat in the Strait of Dover, which is where the
North Sea and the Channel meet. “Although both
vessels have been damaged, there is no water ingress
and no pollution,” Britain’s maritime and coastguard
agency said. “There are no injuries and all of the crew
are accounted for.”Photos released by French mar-
itime authorities showed extensive damage to the
side of the tanker “Seafrontier”, which had 27 people
on board. The “Huyan Endeavour” cargo ship was
able to continue on its way. “We don’t know the cir-
cumstances of the accident,” a French maritime
authority source said. “The weather conditions were
not bad, but the area where the collision happened is
relatively narrow, with lots of traffic.” 

New WHO director 

GENEVA: The new director general of the World
Health Organization, Tedros Adhanom, took over
managing the UN health agency yesterday, the
WHO said. A specialist in malaria, Tedros served
as health minister and later as foreign minister
for Ethiopia.  The 52-year-old is the first African
to head the global health organization and he
takes over from Margaret Chan of China, who led
the WHO for nearly 10 years. Tedros was elected
to the post in May in what was the first time the
WHO director-general was chosen by the World
Health Assembly from among multiple candi-
dates. Previously a single nominee had been
chosen by the executive board. The Geneva-
based WHO, with some 8,000 employees world-
wide,  is  responsible for coordinating global
action to disease outbreaks and epidemics, such
as Ebola, and to set the norms for health systems
in all countries. 

Bomb kills four 

PESHAWAR: Four people were killed including a
soldier  and two paramil itar y troops when a
bomb concealed in a plastic bag went off in
Pakistan’s nor thwestern tribal  area near the
Afghan border, officials said yesterday. The inci-
dent occurred in the Khyber district when secu-
rity officials spotted a suspicious plastic bag
near a security checkpoint. Khyber is one of the
seven semi-autonomous tribal areas where the
army has for more than a decade been battling
militants linked to the Taliban and Al-Qaeda.  “As
the security officials were inspecting the plastic
bag, the bomb concealed in it went off, killing a
solider, two paramilitary troops and a civilian,” a
local administration official said, requesting
anonymity.  The incident was confirmed by oth-
er local security officials. There was no immedi-
ate  c la im of  responsibi l i t y.  Violence across
Pakistan has declined in recent years following a
series of military offensives against insurgents
but the remnants of militant groups are still able
to carry out periodic bloody attacks, particularly
in the northwest.

Militant shot dead 

JAKARTA: Indonesian police shot dead a suspected
militant after he stabbed two policemen inside a
mosque near the national police headquarters in
Jakarta, less than a week after an Islamist attack on
security forces. The attacker had just finished praying
with several policemen and other worshippers Friday
night  when he stabbed the two off icers  and
screamed ‘infidel’, said national police spokesman
Rikwanto, who like many Indonesians goes by one
name. The perpetrator immediately ran to a nearby
crowded bus terminal and refused to surrender. “He
instead threatened to attack (us) with a bayonet.
After warning shots were fired, he was killed on the
spot...,” Rikwanto said. The two police officers were
stabbed in the neck and face and are being treated at
a local hospital.  The motive and identity of the
attacker are still being examined, police spokesman
Setyo Wasisto said yesterday. 

SRINAGAR: A woman and a young man
were k il led and several other people
injured during anti-India protests and
clashes in Indian-controlled Kashmir yes-
terday following a counterinsurgency
operation by government forces that killed
two rebels in the disputed region, police
said. Indian troops came under fire from
militants as soldiers laid a cordon around
the southern village of Dialgam following a
tip that rebels were hiding there, said sen-
ior police officer Muneer Ahmed Khan.

After a brief exchange of fire, militants
took refuge inside a home where civilians,
including women, were also trapped, Khan
said. He said that the woman was killed in
the crossfire.  However, locals said that sev-
eral men and women rushed to the house
where the militants took shelter and asked
soldiers to give them safe passage. The res-
idents said troops were not letting some of
the women leave.

A police statement accused militants of
holding civilians as human shields. Shortly
after over a dozen civilians came out of the
house, a gunbattle erupted in which two
militants were killed, a police officer said,
speaking on condition of anonymity in
keeping with department policy. SP Vaid,
the region’s police chief, said one of the
dead militants was a top commander
involved in the ambush of a police party
last month in which six officers were killed.
Earlier, as news of the siege spread, hun-
dreds of people from Dialgam and neigh-
boring villages broke the security lock-
down and marched near the site in solidar-
ity with the rebels while demanding an
end to Indian rule over the region.

Intense clashes erupted in and around
the village as locals threw rocks at the
troops, who fired tear gas and shotgun
pellets to quell the spiraling protests. A
young man was killed and at least 16 peo-
ple were injured in the clashes.
Authorities snapped internet and cell-

phone services in some parts of southern
Kashmir following the fighting. In recent
years, Kashmiris, mainly youths, have dis-
played open solidarity with anti-India
rebels and sought to protect them by
engaging troops in street clashes during
military operations against the militants. 

The anti-India protests and clashes
have persisted despite the Indian army
chief  warning recent ly  that  “ tough
action” would be taken against stone

throwers  dur ing counter insurgenc y
operations. Nuclear-armed rivals India
and Pakistan each administer part of
Kashmir, but both claim the Himalayan
territory in its entirety. Rebel groups
have been f ight ing s ince 1989 for
Kashmir’s independence or merger with
neighboring Pakistan. Nearly 70,000 peo-
ple have been killed in the fighting and
the ensuing Indian crackdown.

Anti-India sentiment runs deep among

the region’s mostly Muslim population and
most people support the rebels’ cause
against Indian rule despite a decades-long
military crackdown to fight the armed
rebellion. India has accused Pakistan of
arming and training the rebels, which
Pakistan denies. Rebel groups have largely
been suppressed by Indian forces in recent
years and public opposition to Indian rule
is now principally expressed through street
protests. —AP

4 killed as violence 

erupts in Kashmir 
Indian troops come under fire from militants

SRINAGAR: Kashmiri protesters clash with Indian government forces after in downtown Srinagar. —AFP

DHAKA: Hundreds of people gathered yesterday
at the site of one of the worst Islamist attacks in
Bangladesh’s history to mark the first anniversary
of the deadly attack on an upscale Dhaka cafe.
Weeping mourners laid flowers outside the old
premises of the Holey Artisan Bakery, the cafe
which five young men armed with guns and
knives stormed into on July 1, 2016, taking
dozens hostage and killing 22 people. Most of
the victims were foreigners-mostly Italian and
Japanese national and many were brutally
hacked to death.

Since then, the lakeside property has been
cordoned off first by police and then by the own-
ers-the bakery itself has reopened at a new, more
secure, location. Amid heavy police security, the
two-storey white-painted house was opened up
for four hours yesterday, as top political leaders,
the Italian and Japanese ambassadors, and scores
of tearful mourners paid tribute to the victims of
the siege. “The memories are painful and awful,”
Monica Chowdhury, the aunt of one of the vic-
tims, Faraaz Hossain said. “This is not the true face
of Bangladesh. We’ve lost friends. I’ve lost my

nephew. It hurts deep inside my heart,” she said.
Bangladesh’s cultural affairs minister

Asaduzzaman Nur told reporters that the govern-
ment had never imagined this kind of attack
could occur in the country. “Bangladesh has a
long history of rich culture and liberal practices.
This attack was also an attack on our heritage,” he
said. Bangladesh is gradually “overcoming the
threat” posed by Islamic extremism, he added.
Mourner Husne Ara said that while she had not
lost any friends or relatives during the attack, it
had shaken her deeply and changed her life.

“The anxiety I feel nowadays when my children
go out can’t be expressed in words. I pray this kind
of incident never repeats,” she said. The Islamic
State group immediately claimed the attack but
the secular government of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has repeatedly denied that IS has any pres-
ence in the country, instead pinning the blame on
homegrown Islamist outfits. Since the attack, the
law enforcement officers have gunned down near-
ly 70 Islamist extremists across the country includ-
ing the Bangladeshi-origin Canadian “mastermind”
of the cafe siege. —AFP

Bangladesh marks first 

’versary of deadly siege

DHAKA: Bangladeshis pay their respects to victims on the first anniversary
of the deadly hostage crisis at the upscale Holey Artisan Bakery in Dhaka
yesterday. —AP

This undated photo provided by the University of Illinois Police Department
shows Yingying Zhang. —AP

Chinese scholar believed dead; 

man charged with kidnapping

ILLINOIS: A man was charged on Friday with kid-
napping a visiting University of Illinois scholar
from China who authorities believe to be dead
after she disappeared three weeks ago. A federal
criminal complaint alleges the suspect’s phone
was used to visit an online forum in April called
“Abduction 101.” Yingying Zhang, the 26-year-old
daughter of a working-class factory driver from
China, disappeared on June 9, just weeks after
arriving at the Urbana-Champaign campus in cen-
tral Illinois where was doing research in agricultur-
al sciences and was expected to begin work on her
doctorate in the fall.

Some 5,600 Chinese students are enrolled at
the university - more than at any other college in
the nation - and Zhang’s disappearance fed anxi-
eties of families of Chinese students studying in
the US Federal authorities say Brendt Christensen,
who turned 28 on Friday, of Champaign, Illinois, is
charged in a criminal complaint with abducting
Zhang shortly after she stepped off a bus near the
university campus. Video shows her getting into
the front seat of a black Saturn Astra.  

According to the 10-page affidavit filed in fed-
eral court by FBI Special Agent Anthony
Manganaro, Christensen was under surveillance
Thursday when agents overheard him explaining
he kidnapped Zhang. Authorities say based on
that and other facts uncovered during the inves-
tigation, agents believe Zhang is no longer alive.
Asked Friday night if authorities had any leads on
where Zhang’s body might be located, the
spokesman for the FBI Springfield office, Bradley
Ware, declined comment.  Illinois Chancellor
Robert Jones said in a statement the campus
community is saddened by the news Zhang is
believed dead.

“This is a senseless and devastating loss of a
promising young woman and a member of our
community,” Jones said. “There is nothing we can
do to ease the sadness or grief for her family and
friends, but we can and we will come together to
support them in any way we can in these difficult
days ahead.” The federal charging document says
one of the threads on the forum that Christensen’s
smartphone visited online in April - months before
Zhang went missing - was entitled, “Perfect abduc-
tion fantasy.” Another was about “planning a kid-
napping.” 

According to Manganaro’s affidavit, investiga-
tors determined there were 18 vehicles similar to
the one Zhang got in that were registered in
Champaign County.  The vehicle belonging to
Christensen was first observed in an apartment
complex parking lot on June 12 - just days after
Zhang went missing - and investigators ques-
tioned him. The affidavit stated that investigators
noted Christensen couldn’t recall what he was
doing on the day Zhang disappeared.  They
searched the vehicle but didn’t remove anything.
Investigators later determined the car in the video
had a sunroof and cracked hubcap, like the vehicle
belonging to Christensen, according to the affi-
davit. When investigators interviewed Christensen
again, he admitted to driving around the
University of Illinois campus and giving a ride to an
Asian woman who said she was late for an
appointment. Christensen said the woman pan-
icked after he apparently made a wrong turn and
he let her out in a residential area.

The court document indicates a search of
Christensen’s car indicates the area where Zhang
was believed to have been sitting had been
cleaned. Christensen was placed under continu-
ous surveillance on June 16, and on Thursday he
was captured on an audio recording explaining
how he took Zhang to his apartment and held her
against her will. The affidavit says the woman
remains missing. Friends and family said Zhang
dreamed of one day landing a professorship and
being able to help her parents financially. She
saved some of her income as a researcher to buy
items for her mother and father including a
microwave and a cellphone.

Those who knew Zhang described her as
bright and outgoing. She played guitar and sang
in a band called “Cute Horse” in China. One of her
favorite songs was “The Rose,” a hit in 1980 for
American singer Bette Midler. Zhang’s boyfriend
has said that she was also cautious and wouldn’t
normally get into a car with a stranger unless
duped or forced. Zhang graduated last year with a
master’s degree in environmental engineering
from one of China’s elite schools, Peking University
Shenzhen Graduate School. She had been doing
research on crop photosynthesis, which included
using drones to study fields, the university’s com-
munications office has said. —AP

WASHINGTON: A duo of American TV hosts hit
back Friday after a deeply personal attack by
President Donald Trump, questioning his
“unmoored behavior” and fitness to serve in an
escalating public feud.  Trump’s coarse out-
burst against journalist Mika Brzezinski-the lat-
est salvo in his ongoing war with the media-
sparked a major backlash, as well as stern con-
demnation from within his own Republican
party. In a feisty response, Brzezinski and her
fiance and co-host Joe Scarborough, who
headline the “Morning Joe” program on the
left-leaning MSNBC cable network, penned a
Washington Post opinion piece titled “Donald
Trump is not well.”

“Our concerns about his unmoored behavior
go far beyond the personal,” they wrote, saying
they were “neither shocked nor insulted” by
Trump’s attack.  “America’s leaders and allies are
asking themselves yet again whether this man
is fit to be president. We have our doubts, but

we are both certain that the man is not mental-
ly equipped to continue watching our show,
‘Morning Joe,’” they said. Apparently stung by
sharply critical coverage on the show, Trump
had fired off two tweets Thursday, saying: “I
heard poorly rated @Morning_Joe speaks badly
of me (don’t watch anymore). 

“Then how come low I.Q. Crazy Mika, along
with Psycho Joe came to Mar-a-Lago 3 nights in
a row around New Year’s Eve, and insisted on
joining me.  She was bleeding badly from a
face-lift. I said no!” In the Post, the co-hosts
described his tweets as “a flurry of falsehoods”
and “laughable,” saying they went to the Florida
resort at Trump’s invitation, and chatted pleas-
antly with the former real estate tycoon and his
wife Melania.  They also rejected Trump’s graph-
ic description of the 50-year-old Brzezinski,
while disclosing that she “did have a little skin
under her chin tweaked, but this was hardly a
state secret.” —AFP

Trump-TV hosts Feud escalates


