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EIN QINIYE: When about a hundred Arab Christians
recently attended the small church at Ein Qiniye in
the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, it was a turnout
not often seen there. Few Christians remain on the
Israeli-held part of the strategic plateau northeast
of the Sea of Galilee, where Christians believe
Jesus walked on water. Only two isolated Christian
families still live there, according to the families
themselves and a researcher on the Golan
Heights.  

Their churches open only on rare occasions,
such as for a recent solidarity visit by Arabs from
the Israeli cities of Haifa and Nazareth.  Without
such visits and the perseverance of the Adibs, the
last Christian family left in the village of Ein
Qiniye, the Maronite church perched on hills over-
looking the Sea of Galilee would have faded into
oblivion. Israel seized 1,200 square kilometers of
the Golan from Syria in the Six-Day War of 1967
and later annexed it in a move never recognized
by the international community. 

Before that, says Assaf Adib, 57, about 600
Christians and 300 Druze lived in the village but
with the outbreak of war most of the Christians
fled westward to the disputed Shebaa Farms area
along the Lebanon-Israel ceasefire line. In Ein
Qiniye today, he says there are 1,800 Druze-an off-
shoot of Shiite Islam-while the Christian popula-
tion has shrunk to the 12 members of his family.
Some of his close relatives moved a short distance
north to the Golan Druze town of Majdal Shams,
Adib said. “My father and my uncle followed the
Druze families and went to take refuge in Majdal

Shams.” They were allowed to return to Ein Qiniye
with the Druze after  the war but the other
Christians were unable to get back home and
were left in Syria or Lebanon. Around 510 square
kilometers of the Golan remain today under Syrian
control.  Syria and Israel are still technically at war,
although the border was largely quiet for decades

until 2011, when the Syrian civil war broke out.
Suriya Samaane, 72, is a member of an Israeli
Christian support group from the Galilee which
makes occasional solidarity visits to keep the little
hilltop church going. “We come from Nazareth to
support the Christian presence in Ein Qiniye,” she
said outside the building after attending mass.

‘No future’ for Arabs
In Majdal Shams, Orthodox Christian Ibrahim

Nasrallah, 80, recalls the time before the war, when
“no one spoke of Christian, Muslim or Druze: we were
all Arabs first and then Syrians,” he told AFP. “Thirdly
we were Christians.” “Before 1967 Christians left
Majdal Shams to work in Quneitra,” he said, referring
to the nearby once-prosperous provincial capital in
southern Syria now torn apart by the civil war there.

“ The most educated went to Damascus,”
Nasrallah said, adding that two of his children have
resettled inside Syria but he will remain where he is.
“Outside Majdal Shams I am like a fish out of water. I
will not leave until I die.” Before the occupation,
Christians accounted for 12 percent of the popula-
tion of the Golan, which then had 340 villages and
150,000 inhabitants, according to researcher
Salmane Fakhreddine. Today, about 22,000 Syrian
Druze live on the Israeli-controlled side of the
Heights as well as 25,000 Israeli settlers who moved
in after 1967.  In Majdal Shams, the only church is
closed and has long since fallen into disrepair.

“When my father died the priest had to come to
our house to perform the funeral mass,” Nasrallah
said. He was then laid to rest in a cemetery shared
by Druze and Christians among pine trees. “In 1984
when we had my son Iyass baptized we got the
Israeli authorities to open the Banias church,” south
of Majdal Shams, Nasrallah added.  Iyass worked in
Haifa for a time but eventually moved to Germany.
Back home for a visit, he is convinced he made the
right decision in leaving the region. “There is no
future for the Arabs,” he said. — AFP 

Last Christians of Israeli-controlled Golan Heights

ANKARA: President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan yesterday accused Turkey’s main
opposition party of siding with terrorism,
as a three-week “march for justice” led by
its chief neared its ending point of
Istanbul. Some analysts have seen the
450-kilometre trek from Ankara to
Istanbul led by Republican People’s Party
(CHP) leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu as a sig-
nificant challenge to Erdogan but the
Turkish strongman has regarded it with
disdain. 

Kilicdaroglu began the march on June
15 after former journalist turned CHP law-
maker Enis Berberoglu was sentenced to
25 years in jail for leaking classified infor-
mation to a newspaper. Marching with-
out party insignia and simply a sign with
the word “justice” in Turkish, he has been
followed by thousands every day and
plans to end the march on July 9 with a
mass rally outside Berberoglu’s prison in
the Istanbul district of Maltepe.

“If you start protests to protect terror-
ists and those who support terrorism-
when it did not occur to you to take part
in anti-terror demonstrations-then you

cannot convince anyone that your objec-
tive is justice,” Erdogan said. The presi-
dent told a meeting of his ruling party
that the line represented by the CHP “had
gone beyond being a political opposition
and taken on a different proportion.”
Accusing the CHP of sympathizing with
Kurdish militants and the alleged master-
mind of the July 15 failed coup, he said
the road taken by Kilicdaroglu was “the
way to Qandil and Pennsylvania”.

The leadership of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) is based in
the Qandil mountain of northern Iraq
while the alleged coup mastermind, the
preacher Fethullah Gulen, is based in
Pennsylvania. He denies the allegations.
The march by Kilicdaroglu has rallied sup-
porters concerned by the extent of the
crackdown after the coup which has seen
tens of thousands arrested and even
more lose their jobs. The opposition
leader was walking through the Akyazi
district of Sakarya province on day 17 of
the march, heading towards the town of
Sakarya from where he will have a walk of
around 150 kilometers to Istanbul.—AFP 

Erdogan slams opposition as 

‘justice march’ nears Istanbul

QATZRIN, Israel: A general view shows the Jewish settlement of Qatzrin in the Israeli occupied Golan
Heights as they celebrate the 40th anniversary of its creation with a visit from the Prime Minister on
June 28, 2017. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Young Palestinian Faris Abu-
Mayyaleh will soon find out how he did in his
final high school exams, in which he answered
questions about Israel’s founding fathers and the
history of Zionism. Faris, 18, chose to study the
Israeli curriculum instead of the Palestinian
equivalent in the hope that it will open more
doors at colleges in Israel and help him get work
there. “I know it’s the ‘Occupation’. But Palestine,
Israel-I don’t care. I just want to go to university,”
said Abu-Mayyaleh, who lives and studies in East
Jerusalem, annexed by Israel after the 1967
Middle East war.

Israel hopes many other Palestinians will
share his attitude after offering additional fund-
ing to Palestinian schools in East Jerusalem if
they agree to teach the Israeli curriculum. The
aim, it says, is to help young Palestinians gain

the qualifications they need to find work in Israel
more easily. It also offers Israel a chance to steer
some Palestinians away from a curriculum it says
is rife with anti-Semitism and incitement. It is a
loaded issue for principals, parents and pupils. 

Many Palestinian schools badly need funding,
but embracing the Israeli education program-
including subjects such as Israeli civics and his-
tory-is seen by many Palestinians as tantamount
to adopting the historical narrative of the ene-
my. Only 10 of the city ’s public Palestinian
schools have so far agreed to the change on
offer since last year, and only about 5,000 of the
110,00 Palestinian pupils of East Jerusalem’s 185
public and private establishments study the
Israeli program. “It’s not easy,” said a Palestinian
member of staff who teaches Israeli civics at a
Palestinian school. 

“The children want to learn about their own
people. I teach a lot of things I don’t believe in,
but I have no choice.” Not every school uses the
same textbooks but the Palestinian and Israeli
programs differ widely on some historical

events. Under the Israeli curriculum, pupils are
taught that the Arab-Israeli war of 1948, the year
Israel was created, was a battle for independ-
ence for a state that would be a haven for Jews
after centuries of persecution. The Palestinian
curriculum teaches it as the Nakba, or
Catastrophe, when hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians fled or were driven from their
homes during the fighting.

Gaps
Staff at the East Jerusalem schools who

spoke to Reuters asked not to be identified
because they did not have permission to be
interviewed and feared for their jobs. The head
of one East Jerusalem school who rejected the
Israeli curriculum said authorities had offered to
triple the annual budget for each pupil, from

about 500 shekels ($144) to 1,500. Another
Palestinian headmaster said: “They offered me
more money, but I said no. The parents here
don’t want it. It’s not our story, we want to teach
the Palestinian story.”

Israeli Education Minister Naftali Bennett,
head of the religious-nationalist Jewish Home
party, said the program was meant to close gaps
in education, poverty and unemployment that
have afflicted Jerusalem’s 320,000 Palestinians
for decades. “A young man from East Jerusalem
who has an Israeli diploma has a much higher
chance of getting a job. Our aim is to spur eco-
nomic progress-that’s why we’re using a carrot,
not a stick,” Bennett said. The Education Ministry
did not provide full details of the extra budget
and incentives these schools have received,
beyond funding for extra teachers and teaching
hours. Asked whether funding could be tripled
per pupil at schools that adopted the Israeli cur-
riculum, an Education Ministry source said it was
“certainly possible” but the offers of extra fund-
ing varied from school to school. The Association

for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) and other rights
groups say the programme is discriminatory.
They say Palestinian schools in East Jerusalem
are underfunded and the Israeli authorities
should fund all the city’s schools equally.

“Israeli authorities have for years neglected
the education system in East Jerusalem,” said
Nisreen Alyan, head of the Jerusalem Program at
ACRI. “While it is the first time the government
and municipality see a need to close the gaps in
East Jerusalem, the program is designed accord-
ing to a political agenda.” Bennett rejected the
criticism. “I’m not forcing anything on anyone.
I’m saying ‘make it available’,” he said. “I believe
market forces will do the job. Ultimately, parents
will tell their children: ‘I want you to get the
Israeli diploma so you get a job in programming,
not cleaning’.”

Classroom shortage
Israeli authorities recognize that gaps in edu-

cation deepen a chasm between Jerusalem’s
east-which Palestinians want to be the capital of
their future state-and predominantly Jewish
west, making it harder for Palestinians to get
ahead in life. More than a third of Jerusalem’s
Palestinian children drop out of high school.
Among Israelis only about 2 percent do so.
Almost 80 percent of the city’s Palestinians live
below the poverty line and just 40 percent are
employed, mostly at the lower rungs of the
labour market ladder, according to the Israeli
Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS).

The Israeli national employment rate stands
at 64 percent, and in Jerusalem 58 percent of
Israelis are employed, according to the CBS.
Supreme Court petitions and reports by rights
groups including ACRI show consistent gaps
between Jerusalem’s Palestinian and Israeli
schools, including allocation of staff and funding
for educational programs. There is a shortage of
3,800 classrooms, disproportionately affecting
the poorer Palestinian and ultra-Orthodox
Jewish sectors. The municipality has rented
apartments in some areas to create space, or
supplied mobile shacks to serve as classrooms.

In the Jabel Mukhaber neighborhood of East
Jerusalem, the Al-Sawahereh primary school for
boys is housed in a converted two-storey apart-
ment building. Pupils are crammed, mostly in
groups of 25-30, into six classrooms of about 12
square meters, and facilities are poor. When the
bell sounds at the end of the day, 150 boys in
bright blue uniforms run through a sparse, nar-
row yard and pour out of a driveway gate into a
bumpy, broken road lined with overflowing rub-
bish containers.

Residents see a stark contrast with the well-
kept streets of Armon Hanatziv, the Israeli neigh-
borhood across the street. “I see normal schools
there,” said Mahmoud Awissat, a father of six
from Jabel Mukhaber who drives a school bus in
west Jerusalem. “It’s worlds apart.” Jerusalem
Mayor Nir Barkat acknowledges gaps in the
quality of schools. “But we’re catching up. We
just took a loan of a billion shekels ($284 million)
to build 1,000 classrooms, and half of that will be
in East Jerusalem,” he told Reuters.— Reuters

LAGOS: An upsurge in Boko Haram attacks
and returnees from Cameroon are stretch-
ing camps for those made homeless by the
conflict to breaking point, as the UN
warned against forcing people back to
northeast Nigeria. Obinna Orjingene is a
doctor for UNICEF in the town of Banki,
near the border with Cameroon, where the
population has jumped from 32,000 to
45,000 in the last few months alone. He is
part of a small, overworked medical team
treating everything from malaria and trau-
ma to malnutrition in the overcrowded
camp for the displaced. “A population of
over 40,000 people with just one medical
doctor is crazy,” he told AFP from Banki by
telephone. “It’s overwhelming.” But he said
the situation is replicated across the
remote region. “I’m quite aware that some
camps don’t have doctors. There are a lot of
challenges.”

Rounded up 
A total of 889 Nigerian refugees arrived

in Banki from the Minawao camp in
Cameroon on June 17, prompting the UN
high commissioner for refugees to speak
out. Filippo Grandi said he was “extremely
worried” by the returns and called them
“unsustainable”. The UN refugee agency on
Thursday said 887 Nigerians were “rounded
up” into six trucks and forcibly returned by
Cameroon to camps “dangerously unpre-
pared to receive them”. 

Like other camps, Banki remains vulner-
able to Boko Haram attacks and has been
targeted by suicide bombers. The camp lies
inside the old walls of the destroyed city
and people, unable to leave because of the
militants nearby, depend on handouts for

food. Water and shelter are scarce and chil-
dren are not in school. Boko Haram fighters
are said to be responsible for the gunfire
heard at night.

Forced movement 
“In the last month we’ve had a precipi-

tous return of Nigerian refugees from
Cameroon that wasn’t necessarily expect-
ed,” said UNHCR Representative to Nigeria
Jose Antonio Canhandula. “They apparently
were informed that the situation was good
in Nigeria and they could return. “We imme-
diately started a campaign to inform them
of the real situation. This is not the time to
return, because when you return you end
up in a camp with much less services.”

Cameroon and Nigeria have been bat-
tling over refugees for the past year, said
Yan St-Pierre, of the Modern Security
Consulting Group in Berlin. In March, the
UN said that more than 2,600 Nigerians of
an estimated 85,000 who fled into northern
Cameroon to escape Boko Haram jihadists
had been forced to go home. In a way,
Cameroon is calling Nigeria’s bluff, St-Pierre
said. Since Dec 2015, President
Muhammadu Buhari has claimed Boko
Haram is “technically defeated” and the
government has insisted the group is on
the back foot despite attacks. 

In the first six months of 2017, Boko
Haram has attacked soldiers, staged
assaults on military bases, killed scores in
suicide bombings and earlier in June
launched a major assault on Maiduguri, the
capital of northeast Borno state.  “It’s a polit-
ical way of taking them to the word, saying,
‘Well, if you’ve secured the area, then take
your population back’,” said St-Pierre. — AFP

‘Carrot, not stick’: Israel pushes its 

curriculum in Palestinian schools

Israel offers incentives to adopt its curriculum

JERUSALEM: Young Israelis dive into a natural pool in the village of Lifta, which was aban-
doned during fighting in the 1948 Arab-Israeli war and lies on the northwestern outskirts of
Jerusalem. — AFP 

BANKI, Nigeria: This photo taken on April 26, 2017 shows a man, injured by an
improvised explosive device (IED) sitting with others outside his tent in this town in
northeastern Nigeria. — AFP 

Nigeria camps under strain 

from returning refugees

LONDON: It was late 2015 when
Endalk Chala began documenting
deaths in his home country of
Ethiopia, scouring Facebook,
Twitter, and blogs to piece together
who had died and where. Chala
comes from Ginchi, a town 72 km
from Addis Ababa where protests
began in November 2015, initially
over a government plan to allocate
large swathes of farmland to the
capital city for urban development.
The plan would have displaced
thousands of Oromo farmers, the
largest ethnic group in Ethiopia.

“There were reports that people
were killed in the protests and no
one was reporting about it. No one
cared who these people are,” Chala
told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation by phone. “The informa-
tion was all over the internet, not
well organized. I just wanted to give
perspective.” While the land re-allo-

cation project was officially scrapped
by authorities, protests and conflict
reignited over the continued arrest
and jailing of opposition demonstra-
tors with full-scale protests over
everything from Facebook to eco-
nomics. Several hundred protesters
were killed in the 11 months to
October 2016 when the government
declared a state of emergency and
shut down communications, includ-
ing the internet.

More than 50 people died at a
single demonstration that month,
after a stampede was triggered by
police use of teargas to disperse
anti-government protesters at a reli-
gious festival. Witnesses also report-
ed security forces firing live rounds
into crowds of protesters at multiple
locations. A government report pre-
sented to parliament in April
acknowledged a death toll 669 peo-
ple - 33 of them security personnel -

although activists believe it could be
much higher. For the government
shutting off the internet for periods
all but ended online contact across
Ethiopia, leaving it to the Ethiopian
diasporas to pull together the facts.

Diaspora’s database
Enter Chala, a PhD student in

Oregon, the United States, who
decided to log every death he could
on an interactive map, inspired by a
similar Palestinian project. “I started
to collect the information from the
internet: Facebook, Twitter and
blogs. And I started to contact the
people who had put that informa-
tion out,” he said.

Once word spread that Chala
was collating the deaths, Ethiopian
friends and activists began to send
details, including photographs of
those injured and killed. They con-
tacted Chala via social media and

instant messaging applications like
Viber. Chala learned that Ethiopians
in rural areas were driving miles to
put evidence of the killings online,
but he still feared there were infor-
mation black holes. In its report of
669 deaths presented to parlia-
ment, the Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission - which works for the
government - blamed protesters
for damaging land and property.

In the report, seen by the
Thomson Reuters Foundation, the
Commission said the disturbances
had damaged public services, private
property and government institu-
tions. It also cited harm to invest-
ment and development infrastruc-
ture. However the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, criti-
cized the government for a lack of
accountability and called for access
to protest sites. —Reuters

Politics of Death: The map maker who 

finds the bodies in Ethiopia land battle


