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HONG KONG: Protesters carry a large image of jailed Chinese Nobel Peace laureate Liu Xiaobo as they march during the annual pro-democracy protest in Hong Kong yesterday. —AP 

HONG KONG: China’s President Xi Jinping
warned yesterday that any challenge to
Beijing’s control over Hong Kong crossed a
“red line”, as tens of thousands calling for
more democracy marched through the city 20
years after it was handed back by Britain. Xi
spoke in a televised address after swearing in
new Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam, who is
already being cast by critics as a China stooge
in a city where many are angry at Beijing’s
tightening grip on the freedoms of its nearly
eight million people.

A huge security operation shut down large
parts of Hong Kong for Xi’s three-day visit,
reflecting Beijing’s concern that there should
be no embarrassment ahead of a key
Communist Party congress later this year
which is expected to cement his position as

the most powerful Chinese leader in a genera-
tion.  Xi said yesterday that any threat to
China’s sovereignty and security or to the
power of the central government “crosses the
red line and is absolutely impermissible”.

He also warned against anyone endanger-
ing Hong Kong’s constitution or using the city
“to carry out infiltration and sabotage activi-
ties against the mainland”.  The message
comes as young activists have emerged call-
ing for self-determination or even full inde-
pendence for Hong Kong, which has infuriated
Beijing. Just hours after Xi left the city yester-
day afternoon, organizers estimated 60,000
people marched from Victoria Park to govern-
ment offices in central Hong Kong in an annu-
al pro-democracy protest.

Protesters also called for the release of can-

cer-stricken Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo, who
was given medical parole earlier this week but
remains on the mainland. “Suppression by the
regime has never let up and I don’t see any
end in sight,” said activist Nathan Law, Hong
Kong’s youngest legislator, who was arrested
Wednesday over an anti-China sit-in and
attended the protest after being released
Friday. Xi insisted that Hong Kong had “more
extensive democratic rights and freedoms
than at any other time in its history” in his
speech and pledged to uphold its semi-
autonomous status. But Beijing’s foreign min-
istry declared Friday that the document
signed by Britain and China which initiated
the handover “is no longer relevant”.  The
Sino-British Joint Declaration gave Hong
Kong rights unseen on the mainland through

a “one country, two systems” agreement, last-
ing 50 years.

‘Gangsters and mobs’
There are growing fears that freedoms

guaranteed by the handover deal are now
under threat, with Chinese authorities accused
of abductions and interfering in a range of
areas, from politics to media and education.Xi
cautioned that political conflict would “severe-
ly hinder” Hong Kong’s economic and social
development and called for education meas-
ures to promote China’s national culture and
history.

A proposal to include patriotic education in
Hong Kong schools met with huge protests in
2012 and has since been shelved. Pro-China
supporters jeered and booed yesterday’s

democracy march, shouting: “Long live the
communist party! This is China’s soil!” Earlier in
the day, loyalists had also targeted a small
peaceful march by activists in memory of the
victims of Beijing’s 1989 Tiananmen Square
crackdown.  Leading activist Joshua Wong
accused “pro-China gangsters and mobs” for
instigating the attack.

Democracy campaigners including Wong
were taken away in police vans, with two of
them saying they had been hit by officers
inside, before all were released.  Activists said
they had been repeatedly targeted during Xi’s
visit.  “What we’ve experienced this weekend
was a whole new level of intimidation and
direct violence that’s unprecedented,” said
campaigner Avery Ng of League of Social
Democrats.—AFP

Xi draws ‘red line’ as protesters march
Huge security operation in Hong Kong

BEIRUT: A girl died and seven
Lebanese soldiers were wounded on
Friday when five militants blew them-
selves up and a sixth threw a grenade
during army raids on two refugee
camps near the Syrian border. Four of
the suicide bombers struck in the Al-
Nur camp near the border town of
Arsal, the army said. A young girl,
whose parents are both refugees, was
killed and three soldiers wounded.

A medical source in the provincial
capital Baalbek said the girl was two
and a half years old. Troops recovered
four explosive devices. During a raid
on Al-Qariya, another camp near Arsal,
one militant blew himself up and a
second threw a grenade at troops,
wounding four of them. The civil war,
which has raged in Syria since March
2011, has triggered an exodus of more
than 1.1 million refugees into neigh-
boring Lebanon and has repeatedly
spilt over. The raids were aimed at
“arresting terrorists and seizing
weapons,” the army command said. 

A military source said that troops
made a number of arrests. “The objec-
tive of the operation was to arrest a
wanted man and it was this man who
was the first to blow himself up,” the
source said. A leading Syrian opposi-
tion body late Friday accused the
Lebanese army of violating refugee
rights.  “The National Coalition strong-
ly condemns the systematic attacks
today against refugee camps in Arsal...

during which (refugees) were humili-
ated and treated like hostages,” a
statement said. “We ask the Lebanese
authorities to provide the necessary
protection to Syrian refugees accord-
ing to international humanitarian law,”
the National Coalition said. 

There have been multiple clashes
along the border between the
Lebanese army and jihadists of the
Islamic State group or Al-Qaeda. In
August 2014, the army clashed with
jihadists of IS and Al-Qaeda’s then
Syria affiliate Al-Nusra Front in the
Arsal region, with militants kidnap-
ping 30 Lebanese soldiers and police-
men as they withdrew back along the
border. After long and arduous nego-
tiations, 16 of the kidnapped men
were released in December 2015 in
exchange for Islamist prisoners held in
Lebanese jails.

The jihadists executed four of their
hostages while a fifth died of wounds
he suffered in the initial Arsal clashes,
leaving nine members of Lebanon’s
security forces still in their hands.
Since 2014, both the Lebanese army
and Shiite militant group Hezbollah
have carried out attacks on Syria-
based jihadists in eastern Lebanon.
Hezbollah has intervened in the war in
Syria in support of President Bashar
Al-Assad, sending tens of thousands
of fighters. Its strongholds in Lebanon
have been hit by several deadly
attacks claimed by IS.— AFP 
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NEW YORK: A doctor forced oust from a New York
hospital because of sexual harassment accusations
returned Friday with an assault rifle hidden under a
lab coat and shot seven people, killing one woman
and leaving several doctors fighting for their lives,
authorities said. The gunman, Dr Henry Bello, fatal-
ly shot himself after trying to set himself on fire at
Bronx Lebanon Hospital, they said. He staggered,
bleeding, into a hallway where he collapsed and
died with the rifle at his side, officials said.

Witnesses described a chaotic scene as gunfire
erupted, spreading terror throughout the medical
facility as employees locked themselves inside
rooms and patients feared for their lives.  “I
thought I was going to die,” said Renaldo Del
Villar, a patient who was in the third-floor emer-
gency room getting treatment for a lower back
injury. Law enforcement officials identified the
shooter as the 45-year-old Bello, who was

described on the hospital website as a family
medicine physician. Officials said Bello used an
AR-15 in the attack on the 16th and 17th floors.

Bello was allowed to resign from the hospital
in 2015 amid sexual harassment allegations,
according to two law enforcement officials. The
officials didn’t know the details of the allegations.
The officials were not authorized to discuss the
still-unfolding investigation and spoke to The
Associated Press on condition of anonymity. In
unrelated cases, the doctor pleaded guilty to
unlawful imprisonment, a misdemeanor, in 2004
after a 23-year-old woman told police Bello
grabbed her, lifted her up and carried her off, say-
ing, “You’re coming with me.” 

He was arrested again in 2009 on a charge of
unlawful surveillance, after two different women
reported he was trying to look up their skirts with
a mirror.  On Friday, one female doctor was killed

and six other people were wounded, five of them
seriously, according to Police Commissioner
James O’Neill. The patients were treated in the
emergency room at Bronx Lebanon. Two sur-
geons at the hospital told the AP that all six vic-
tims were in critical condition, but they were
expected to survive. The victims largely suffered
gunshot wounds to the head, chest and
abdomen, they said. 

The most seriously wounded was shot in the
liver, said the surgeons, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because he was not permitted
to speak publicly. “This was a horrible situation
unfolding in a place that people associated with
care and comfort, a situation that came out of
nowhere,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said, adding that
terrorism was not involved in the attack. Shortly
after receiving a 911 call about an active shooter,
police officers went floor by floor, their guns
drawn, looking for the gunman. They later
learned he was dead inside the building. De
Blasio confirmed that Bello killed himself.

Bello may have doused himself with an accel-
erant like gasoline and tried to set himself on fire
before shooting himself, officials said. Sprinklers
extinguished the fire.  According to New York
State Education Department records, Bello had a
limited permit to practice as an international
medical graduate to gain experience in order to
be licensed. The permit was issued on July 1,
2014, and expired last year on the same day.  A
former colleague described Bello as a problemat-
ic employee. Bello “was very aggressive, talking
loudly, threatening people. All the time he was a
problem,” said Dr David Lazala, a family medicine
doctor who said he trained Bello at Bronx
Lebanon.  He said Bello, who worked at night as a
doctor, sent him a threatening email after Bello
was fired.—AP 
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NEW YORK: Photo shows the AM-15 assault rifle used by Dr Henry Bello in a shooting at Bronx
Lebanon Hospital in New York. — AP 


