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The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) has been
confronting a serious diplomatic crisis since
the past three weeks, which may have impli-

cations on the future of the region and the world
if not contained and dealt with firmness, trans-
parency and diplomatic negotiations. The ques-
tion that arises is over the role of the media in this
crisis and if there is a way out. Despite the ambi-
guity of the crisis, I believe a solution is not hope-
less or impossible. These are the reasons.

With the emergence of the Gulf crisis between
Saudi Arabia, UAE and Bahrain with Qatar, there
was great fear from Muslim Brotherhood groups
all over the world. Their news channels and allies
attacked Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Social media
was filled with heated debate, videos, articles,
tweets and religious WhatsApp messages show-
ing the situation as a bomb that is about to
explode.

There have been some dangerous tweets from
people who poured more oil on fire while they
don’t know anything about the supreme interest
of the states, for the sake of material gains and a
little fame. They have made the situation worse.
Saudi Arabia and the UAE did well when they
banned such ignorant statements. Because of the
damage to the supreme interests of the state,
national unity and social peace, these practices
have a negative impact on the society and its uni-
ty. I am in favor of such firm procedures.

Saudi Arabia and its allies presented a list of 13
demands to Qatar last week through Kuwait, such
as ending relations with the Muslim Brotherhood,
Hezbollah, Al-Qaeda and Islamic State. These
demands do not seem to be impossible if there is
a genuine desire to maintain the security and
strength of all Gulf states in front of enemies at
home and abroad.

It is regrettable that the Muslim Brotherhood,
their allies and the enemies of Gulf countries of
different sects want to present the crisis to the
world like it’s a war against Qatar. For example, the
media has used the term ‘siege’ instead of ‘tempo-
rary boycott’. This is a deliberate exaggeration. It is
not about Qatar or its future, or about the inter-
ests of Gulf countries, but personal interests,
which have nothing to do with love for Qatar or
concern for its interests. I cannot find a voice from
these groups that calls for reform and unity and
not division, and looks for what brings us together
and not what separates us.

The Muslim Brotherhood around the world
feels the danger impinging on them and is there-
fore shouting and yelling because its interests are
at stake. Its supporters stand behind the evils of
the world, the most important of which is terror-
ism. These extremist groups have multiple media
outlets and it is essential to have a clear stand
with a strong counterforce.

Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
has written a poem asking Qatar to accept the
demands of neighboring Gulf Arab states as the
deadline nears. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum, also Vice-President and Prime Minister
of UAE, called on Qatar to abandon its current pol-
icy, referring to relations between Qatar and Iran.
The poem was published on Instagram and thou-
sands of people expressed their admiration for it.
It is a clear media move and whether it has an
immediate result or not, it is the diligent work of a
patriotic man and I wish more people, especially
writers and journalists in the Arab world, act with
such courage. Salute to the ruler of Dubai! 

Islam is not exclusive or limited to these groups
and others. Islam is a faith that will remain as long
as Allah wants it to be on earth and will not end
with the end of these groups. Extremism is not
confined to a group that is making spilling of
Muslim blood permissible and violating it. The
media too should not be a means to hide the
truth, and it must have a clear and just stand. 
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KUWAIT: Smoke billows as firefighters tackle a blaze at a building under construction in Sharq. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Twelve teams, which consisted
of 180 firefighters, took part in taking out
the fire that broke out in an under-con-
struction building in Sharq area, causing
injury to three of them, the Fire Public
Relations Department said Friday. A
statement by the administration said the
operation center received a call at 15:30
pm of a fire in one of the under-construc-
tion buildings, an area spreading to
380,000 square meters.

The statement noted that the biggest
challenge firefighters faced was to pre-
vent the fire from spreading to other
buildings or areas that were nearby, even
though the fire reached eight buildings
due to high winds, however, firefighters

were immediately on the scene, includ-
ing teams from Kuwait Oil Company
(KOC), to enforce fire resistance. The
statement also noted that huge material
damage has occurred and a final esti-
mate on the losses will be calculated lat-
er on, due to undergoing investigation
on the reason that caused the fire.

Meanwhile, the Director of Public
Relations and Information at the fire
department, Colonel Khalil  Al-Amir
expressed his thanks and appreciation to
all who participated in putting out the
fire, including those from the Interior
ministry, firefighters from the National
Guard, Ministry of Health, and Ministry of
Information. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Farwaniya Security
Directorate launched a campaign
at makeshift markets in Hasawi,
which resulted in the arrest of 16
persons of various nationalities
for violating the labor law.
Among the detainees were also
roaming vendors, people who
failed to produce IDs and others
with expired residency permits.
They were all sent to concerned
authorities.

16 arrested in Hasawi market crackdown


