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Turkey remains hopeful 
of solution to Gulf row

Erdogan meets Qatar defense minister
ANKARA: Turkey yesterday said it remained hopeful of a
solution to the Gulf crisis that has seen its ally Qatar
diplomatically and economically isolated, after
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan held talks with the emi-
rate’s defense minister. In Ankara’s latest show of sup-
port for Qatar, Erdogan hosted Defense Minister Khaled
bin Mohammed Al-Attiyah for talks at the headquarters
of the ruling party in Ankara. The meeting came as
Ankara, which has stood by Doha throughout the crisis,
resists pressure to shutter a Turkish military base on the
emirate that Qatar’s neighbors want to see closed.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Egypt and
Bahrain announced on June 5 the suspension of politi-
cal, economic and diplomatic ties with Qatar, accusing it
of supporting extremist groups. Doha denies the claims,
a stance backed by Turkey which has sent hundreds of
aid flights and even a cargo ship to bring food for its
embattled ally. Ankara’s attempts to mediate between
the sides have so far come to nothing but after the talks
in the Turkish capital presidential spokesman Ibrahim
Kalin said he was hopeful of a resolution. “There are
some indications that a solution is possible. This is our
general impression. We need to continue efforts to take
measures that go in the right direction,” he said.

Crucially, Ankara is also setting up a military base on
the emirate that is set to give Turkey a new foothold in
the Gulf, sending in a first deployment of two dozen
troops. Kalin defended the base, saying its aim was
ensuring “defense and security” in the region. Riyadh
and its allies issued 13 demands to Qatar for resolving
the crisis, including the closure of the Turkish military
base and the Doha-based broadcaster Al-Jazeera. 
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CHICAGO: American Muslim leaders Friday decried
Donald Trump’s rhetoric towards their community
and predicted the president’s travel ban would even-
tually be proven unlawful, a day after a weakened
version of the measure came into force. A limited
version of Trump’s travel ban - temporarily barring
refugees and visitors from Iran, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen - took effect on Thursday,
after the US Supreme Court allowed it to be
enforced pending a full hearing in October. 

The Trump administration says the ban is neces-
sary to keep terrorists out of the country, but immi-
grant advocates charge that it illegally singles out
Muslims - in line with campaign pledges by Trump to
bar all Muslims from the country. Leaders of the
Islamic Society of North America, which claims to be
the largest Muslim advocacy group on the conti-
nent, slammed the ban as they gathered for a week-
end convention in Chicago. “His statements and his
rhetoric have caused a great amount of harm to the
American Muslim community,” said Azhar Azeez,
president of the ISNA, which believes the ban will
ultimately be proven unconstitutional. “This country
has always been an inclusive nation, a tolerant
nation,” Azeez said, “and we as Americans have an
obligation to make sure we uphold all these things.”
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American Muslims decry Trump travel ban

CHICAGO: People attend the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) annual convention on Friday. — AFP 


