
KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most
developed telecom operator, announced its partici-
pation in The International Consumer Electronics
Show “CES 2017”, held from 5-8 January in Las
Vegas, NV. For 50 years, CES has been the launch
pad for new innovation and technology that has
changed the world. Held in Las Vegas every year, it
is the world’s gathering place for all who thrive on
the business of consumer technologies and where
next-generation innovations are introduced to the
marketplace. 

On this occasion, Abdulrazzaq Bader Al-Essa,
Corporate Communications Director at VIVA com-
mented: “VIVA the only Telecom Company from
Kuwait to attend this event, that marks CES’s 50th
anniversary, proves its continuous commitment to
the customers to share with them the latest in the

technology arena worldwide.” He added: “All the
event’s activities will be covered through VIVA’s
social media platforms, Snapchat and Instagram
(@vivatelecom).”

CES 2017 promises to live up to the Las Vegas
expo’s reputation as the place to see what’s next in
tech, whether eye-popping TVs, futuristic cars, shiny
mobile devices, mind-boggling virtual reality ,
robots and amazing cameras.

The International Consumer Electronics Show
(International CES) showcases more than 3,800 big
international companies, including manufacturers,
developers and suppliers of consumer technology
hardware, content, technology delivery systems and
more; a conference program with more than 300
conference sessions and more than 165K attendees
from 150 countries. 

VIVA is the fastest-growing telecom operator in
Kuwait. Launched in December 2008, VIVA makes
things possible for its customers by transforming
communication, information and entertainment
experiences. The company has rapidly established
an unrivalled position in the market through its cus-
tomer centric approach. VIVA’s quest is to be the
mobile brand of choice in Kuwait by being transpar-
ent, engaging, energetic and fulfilling. VIVA contin-
ues to take a considerable share of the market by
offering an innovative range of best value products,
services and content propositions; a state of the art,
nationwide network and world-class service. VIVA
offers internet speeds of more than 100 Mbps, due
to the implementation of the most advanced fourth
generation (4G LTE) network in Kuwait resulting in
superior coverage, performance and reliability. 

VIVA participates in ‘CES 2017’ in Las Vegas 

RIDDLE, Ore.: John Redfield watches with pride as his
son moves a laser-guided precision saw the size of a
semi-truck wheel into place over a massive panel of
wood. Redfield’s fingers are scarred from a lifetime of
cutting wood and now, after decades of decline in the
logging business, he has new hope that his son, too,
can make a career shaping the timber felled in south-
ern Oregon’s forests.

That’s because Redfield and his son work at DR
Johnson Lumber Co, one of two US  timber mills mak-
ing a new wood product that’s the buzz of the con-
struction industry. It’s called cross-laminated timber, or
CLT, and it’s made like it sounds: rafts of 2-by-4 beams
aligned in perpendicular layers, then glued - or lami-
nated - together like a giant sandwich.

The resulting panels are lighter and less energy-
intensive than concrete and steel and much faster to
assemble on-site than regular timber, proponents say.
Because the grain in each layer is at a right angle to the
one below and above it, there’s a counter-tension built
into the panels that supporters say makes them strong
enough to build even the tallest skyscrapers. “We
believe that two to five years out, down the road, we
could be seeing this grow from just 20 percent of our
business to potentially 60 percent of our business,” said
Redfield, DR Johnson’s chief operating officer. “We’re
seeing some major growth factors.”

From Maine to Arkansas to the Pacific Northwest,
the material is sparking interest among architects,
engineers and researchers. Many say it could infuse
struggling forest communities like Riddle with new
economic growth while reducing the carbon footprint
of urban construction with a renewable building mate-
rial. Visually blemished wood that currently goes to
waste can be used in the middle layers of a CLT panel
without sacrificing strength or look. Supporters say it
could bring sawmills back online while improving for-
est health through thinning dense stands and making
use of low-value wood and local tree species. Trees as
small as 5 inches in diameter at the top and those dam-
aged by pests and wildfire are prime candidates.

But challenges remain before CLT becomes as com-
mon in the United States as it is in Europe and Canada,
and not all builders are sold.

US building codes generally place height limits on
all-wood buildings for safety reasons, though a special
committee of the International Code Council is investi-
gating potential changes to address the use of CLT in
such structures. And research is still underway on criti-
cal questions of how these buildings withstand fire and
earthquakes in high-seismic regions. Building codes in
Oregon allow cutting-edge designs using new technol-
ogy like CLT in some cases, but only after rigorous test-
ing and an intensive approval process.

Cost-prohibitive
That can make such projects cost-prohibitive, said

Peter Dusicka, an engineering professor at Portland
State University who’s been researching the strength of
CLT panels. “The early adopters are looking at it and
seeing it as a good opportunity,” but before CLT can
take off, there will have to be more examples to get
people excited and more mills producing it, said
Thomas DeLuca, professor and director of University of
Washington’s School of Environmental and Forest
Sciences. SmartLam in Montana is the other company
producing CLT panels.

This spring, cross-laminated timber will get its ulti-
mate test in the United States when a Portland archi-
tectural firm breaks ground on a 12-story wood build-
ing in the city’s trendy Pearl District. It would be the
tallest all-wood building in the world constructed in a
seismic zone and the tallest all-wood building in North
America. An all-wood building in Norway is taller, but is
not in a seismic zone. — AP
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DUBAI: After releasing decryption tools for two
variants of CryptXXX ransomware in April and
May 2016, Kaspersky Lab is releasing a new
decryptor for files that have been locked with
the latest version of the malware. This malicious
program was capable of infecting thousands of
PCs around the world since April 2016, and it
was impossible to fully decrypt the files affected
by it.  But not anymore. The free
RannohDecryptor tool by Kaspersky Lab can
decrypt most files with .crypt, .cryp1 and .crypz
extensions.

CryptXXX is one of the most actively distrib-
uted and dangerous families of ransomware: for
a long time criminals used the Angler and
Neutrino exploit kits to infect victims with this
malware. These two kits were considered among
the most effective in terms of successfully infect-
ing targets.  

Since April 2016, Kaspersky Lab products
have registered attacks by CryptXXX against at
least 80,000 users around the world. More than
half of them located in only six countries: the
US, Russia, Germany, Japan, India and Canada.
But these are only users that were protected by
Kaspersky Lab’s detection technologies.
Unfortunately the total number of attacked
users is much higher. The actual figure is not
known, but Kaspersky Lab experts estimate that

there may be several hundred thousand infect-
ed users. “Our regular advice to the victims of
different ransomware families is the following:
even if there is currently no decryption tool
available for the version of malware that
encrypted your files, please don’t pay the ran-
som to criminals. Save the corrupt files and be
patient - the probability of a decryption tool
emerging in the near future is high. We consider
the case of CryptXXX v.3 as proof of this advice.
Multiple security specialists around the world
are continuously working hard to be able to
help victims of ransomware. Sooner or later the
solution to the vast majority of ransomware will
be found,” - said Anton Ivanov, security expert at
Kaspersky Lab.

The decryption tool can be downloaded from
Kaspersky Lab’s website and from
Nomoreransom.org - the website of the not-for-
profit initiative launched this year by the National
High Tech Crime Unit of the Netherlands’ police,
Europol’s European Cybercrime Centre and two
cyber security companies, Kaspersky Lab and
Intel Security, with the goal of helping victims of
ransomware to retrieve their encrypted data
without having to pay the criminals. The global
fight against ransomware continues to gather
pace with more than 30 new partners from both
the public and private sector joining the No More

Ransom project. “Our data shows that, over the
last year, attacks on businesses increased three-
fold, which represents a change from an attack
every 2 minutes to one every 40 seconds. For
individuals the rate of increase went from every
20 seconds to every 10 seconds. 

This was matched by a surge in new types of
ransomware. Too many people still believed they
had no alternative but to pay up, even though
many that paid the ransom never got their files
back - including one in five businesses. And this
project provides an alternative - to unlock your
files without paying the ransom,” said Jornt van
der Wiel, Security Researcher at the Global
Research and Analysis Team at Kaspersky Lab.

K a s p e r s k y  L a b  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  wo r l d ’s
fastest-growing cybersecurity companies
and the largest that is privately owned. The
company is ranked among the world’s top
four vendors of security solutions for end-
point users (IDC, 2014). Since 1997 Kaspersky
Lab has been an innovator in cybersecurity
and provides effective digital security solu-
tions and threat intelligence for large enter-
prises, SMBs and consumers. 

Kaspersky Lab is an international company,
operating in almost 200 countries and territo-
ries across the globe, providing protection for
over 400 million users worldwide.

Kaspersky Lab to release 
RannohDecryptor tool

New tool can decrypt files infected by CryptXXX ransomware

PARIS: Richard Bonneville (left), director of Holight, a small and medium size busi-
ness specialized in the manufacturing of lighting ‘100% made in France’’, checks a
spotlight with a worker in Ogeu-les-Bains, on December 13, 2016.  Holight won a ten-
der to equip the RATP, France’s Autonomous Operator of Parisian Transport with LED
energy-saving light bulbs. —AFP 

IOWA CITY: In an age when even toasters
can connect with the internet, when peo-
ple get their news from Facebook and
babies have Instagram accounts, our lives
are increasingly digital.

Exploring what that means and how rap-
idly changing technology impacts the way
we live is the focus of the University of Iowa’s
2017 theme semester, “Our Lives Online.”
This will be the third theme semester the UI
has hosted through the Provost’s Office of
Outreach and Engagement. The theme
semesters bring together faculty, students
and community partners to examine one
topic throughout the semester in classes,
lectures and activities, many of which are
open to the public. This year, that includes
bringing two speakers to campus who have
used the internet as a catalyst for activism.

On Feb. 6, #BlackLivesMatter co-creator
Patrisse Cullors will visit campus to discuss
her work. On Jan. 18, writer and activist
Luvvie Ajayi will present a lecture on her
use of comedy, activism and technology as
part of Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
Week. Linda Snetselaar, associate provost

for outreach and engagement, said student
ambassadors, who work with the theme
semester’s planning committee, suggested
the speakers.

“We want to do as much as we can with
being sure we include diversity and a vari-
ety of speakers who will resonate with
community partners but also with our stu-
dents on campus,” she said. “One of the
things we have done is involved student
ambassadors, and they have a variety of
ideas in terms of who might be valuable.”

The theme semester kicks off Jan. 17
with WorldCanvass, a panel discussion
hosted by the UI’s International Programs.
Seven panelists from the campus and the
wider community will talk about social
media, access, the power of influence, and
new and rapidly changing technologies
during the event, which is being filmed for
viewing later online or as a podcast.

With such a broad topic, there are end-
less ways to think about the semester’s
themes, said Joan Kjaer, director of commu-
nications and relations at the UI’s
International Programs. — AP

KUWAIT: Ahead of the keynote address by
Richard Yu, CEO of Huawei Consumer
Business Group (CBG) at CES 2017, CBG yes-
terday announced that the company has
shipped more than 10 million Huawei
P9/P9 Plus smartphones globally, making it
the company’s first flagship series to top
the 10 million mark. 

Despite a sluggish global smartphone
market in 2016, the Huawei P9 and P9 Plus
devices have achieved impressive results in
the premium segment; a major break-
through that proves Huawei’s investment
in international markets is paying off.  The
dual-lens Huawei P9/P9 Plus devices were
release in Kuwait in an event held early
May. The P9/P9 Plus are Huawei’s first flag-
ship smartphones to be developed in col-
laboration with legendary German camera
brand Leica. This extensive partnership has
already set a new benchmark for advanced
smartphone camera technology and deliv-
ered outstanding photography experiences
to consumers. 

Since launching, the Huawei P9 and P9
Plus have become an instant hit in the
global smartphone market. Global ship-
ments of the P9 exceeded 2.6 million with-
in six weeks of their release. Eight months
since its release, the Huawei P9 has sus-
tained its popularity, winning recognition
from both experts and consumers for its
camera experience, industrial design and
overall performance. In addition to winning
major awards including European
Consumer Smartphone 2016-17 from EISA
and Best Personal Computing Device at
CES Asia, the Huawei P9 has also received

positive reviews from hundreds of key
international publications, making it a top
choice for consumers looking for the best
camera phone. 

Thanks to the huge popularity of the P9
and P9 Plus, as well as the strong sales per-
formance of the Mate 8 and Mate 9 devices,
Huawei is making significant progress in
the global high-end smartphone market. In
the third quarter of 2016, Huawei shipped
33.59 million smartphones, up 23 percent
from the previous year, with mid-to-high-
end devices accounting for about 44 per-
cent of the shipment. Huawei’s market
share is now above 15 percent in 30 coun-
tries and above 20 percent in 20 countries;
it also made substantial breakthroughs in
key markets such as the UK, France and
Germany. According to 2016 half year
financial results, Huawei CBG sales were
close to 77.4 billion RMB in the first half of
year, up 41 percent from the same period in
2015; the growth rate in markets outside of
China was 1.6 times that of the Greater
China region. 

Global awareness of the Huawei brand
has continued to grow along with Huawei’s
outstanding market performance. In 2016,
Huawei was ranked No. 72 in Interbrand’s
“Top 100” most valuable global brands list,
16 spots up from 2015. Huawei was again
listed as one of the top 100 most valuable
brands by Brand Z, at No.50 this year, up
from No.70 in 2015. Additionally, in
November, Huawei was named “Best
Consumer Electronics Brand” in “Best
Brands 2016 - the Chinese brand ranking”
based on GfK’s consumer survey.

NEW YORK: Can Amazon’s Echo speaker
real ly  be a  witness  to  a  murder?
Authorities investigating the death of an
Arkansas man found floating face-up in a
hot tub believe that Amazon might have
some evidence, given how Echo listens
for commands and questions and com-
municates  with Amazon’s  ser vers  to
respond. Details are scant. Here’s what’s
known:

HOW ECHO WORKS
Echo is designed to be the hub of the

smart home . The software that powers
it, Alexa, is constantly listening for com-
mands such as a request to turn on the
lights or play music, or questions such as
what the weather’s like. Though it’s pos-
sible to do many of these tasks using a
smartphone app, issuing a voice com-
mand keeps your hands free.

IS IT SNOOPING?
No, according to Amazon. Although

Alexa is always listening, Amazon says
Alexa ignores what’s said until you trig-
ger it with the “wake word” Alexa (you
can change the wake word to Amazon or
Echo). Only then does the Echo pass on
the command or question to Amazon’s
servers for processing. A blue light on the
Echo comes on to let you know that’s
happening. You could argue that because
Alexa is always listening, that’s snooping.
But it would be the same as talking to a
tape recorder. What you say is private
unless you give that tape recorder to
someone else. I f  you’re paranoid, the
Echo has a mute button to disable the
microphones entirely. Or just unplug it.

WHAT AMAZON KNOWS
Commands and questions preceded

by the wake word do go to Amazon.
Those voice snippets and transcripts,
along with Alexa’s responses, are stored
on Amazon’s servers. You can delete any
or all such recordings through Amazon’s
Alexa app, though you lose some of the
personalization that comes from Alexa
knowing your past requests.

WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH
THE ARKANSAS CASE?

Police believe Victor Collins was stran-
gled and drowned in  the home of  a
friend, James Andrew Bates, who has
been charged with murder. An Echo was
found in the kitchen. It’s not known what
Amazon has on its servers. It’s unlikely
that anyone asked Alexa directly on how
to commit murder, but the device might
have picked up background chatter or
noise when fielding a routine request to

play a song. It ’s also possible that the
Echo itself has stored snippets of conver-
sations prior to identifying a wake word.
The snippet might have been stored
temporar i ly  as  the device  analyzes
whether it’s a wake word. 

Any such snippet likely would have
been overwritten already, though, as
Alexa continues to listen for the wake
word.  Benton Count y  Prosecut ing
Attorney Nathan Smith has said that he
has no idea if the device recorded any-
thing related to the death, but authori-
ties want to check everything as part of
their investigation.

Al l  voice  ass istants  -  inc luding
Google’s  Ass istant ,  Apple’s  S i r i  and
Microsoft’s Cortana - communicate with
company servers to process requests.
They differ in what they do from there,
though. — AP

New wood technology 
may offer hope for 

struggling timber mills

Huawei P9/P9 Plus cross
10 million shipments 

In this Dec 15, 2016 file photo, North Dakota Gov Doug Burgum (right) speaks in
Bismarck, ND. When Burgum delivered his first extensive remarks on the contentious
Dakota Access oil pipeline, he resorted to a Facebook account. Facebook spared
Burgum from having to answer questions from reporters and allowed him to convey
his thoughts unfiltered and unchallenged by the press. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: This photo provided by SoftBank Robotics America demonstrates a
shopping experience with SoftBank Robotics’ humanoid robot called Pepper, waving
at right. The robot can greet shoppers and has the potential to send messages
geared to people’s age and gender through facial recognition. —AP
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How Amazon Echo listens and stores


