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NEW YORK: Orlando Magic’s Aaron Gordon (00) drives past New York Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony (7) during the first half of an NBA basket ball game Monday, in New York. The Magic won 115-103. —  AP

CHICAGO: Jimmy Butler scored 52 points and out-
dueled Kemba Walker, carrying the Chicago Bulls to
a 118-111 victory over the Charlotte Hornets on
Monday night. Butler was a point shy of his career
high, which he achieved on Jan. 14, 2016 at
Philadelphia.  He scored 20 points in the first half
and 17 in the game’s final four minutes. Butler also
had 12 rebounds and six assists while shooting 21
of 22 from the free-throw line.  He has scored at
least 25 points in four straight games, and his per-
formance Monday surpassed his previous season
high of 40 points, which he tallied Wednesday
against Brooklyn. Walker boosted his All-Star candi-
dacy with 34 points and a season-high 11
rebounds.  Walker, who scored 37 points against
Cleveland on Saturday, tallied consecutive 30-point
games for the first time since March 7-9, 2016.

MAGIC 115, KNICKS 103
Jodie Meeks scored a season-high 23 points

while Serge Ibaka and Aaron Gordon each had 22
as Orlando rolled over New York, which lost its
fifth straight game. Nikola Vucevic had 14 points
and 13 rebounds and fellow reserve Elfrid Payton
added 13 points and 14 assists for the Magic, who
were routed in their previous two games but
totally turned things around against a Knicks
team that played without Kristaps Porzingis or
much defensive intensity. Carmelo Anthony
scored 19 points for the Knicks, who have
dropped eight of 10 to fall to 16-18.

BUCKS 98, THUNDER 94
Greek forward Giannis Antetokounmpo had 26

points and 10 rebounds and rookie Malcolm
Brogdon hit two free throws with 8.8 seconds left,
lifting Milwaukee over Oklahoma City. With

Milwaukee leading 96-94, Oklahoma City’s Russell
Westbrook drove the lane, but Tony Snell deflected
the ball off the Thunder guard’s leg and the ball
went out of bounds. The referees initially signaled
the ball went off Snell, but after a video review, they
reversed the call and gave Milwaukee possession.
Brogdon then was fouled and made both free
throws to seal the victory. Westbrook led Oklahoma
City with 30 points and six assists but made only 3
of 17 shots in the second half. Antetokounmpo had
five assists, including when he drove the lane and
passed to John Henson for a layup, giving
Milwaukee a 96-94 lead with 54 seconds to go.

CLIPPERS 109, SUNS 98
J.J. Redick scored 22 points to help Los Angeles

beat Phoenix, opening the new year by snapping a
six-game skid. Jamal Crawford added 18 points
and DeAndre Jordan had 20 rebounds for the
Clippers, who remain without Blake Griffin and
Chris Paul. Griffin has missed nine games while
recovering from right knee surgery, while Paul has
missed six with a sore left hamstring. Los Angeles
improved to 3-9 without both of them in the line-
up since Paul was acquired before the 2011-12 sea-
son. T.J. Warren led the Suns with 24 points and
former Clipper Eric Bledsoe added 22.

CAVALIERS 90, PELICANS 82
LeBron James scored 26 points as short-handed

Cleveland rallied for a win over New Orleans.
Cavaliers guard Kyrie Irving missed his second
straight game because of tightness in his right
hamstring. Cleveland dressed only 10 players
thanks to a rash of recent injuries. After Buddy Hield
hit two free throws to pull the Pelicans to 84-82
with 2:56 remaining, James  scored six straight

points and blocked a shot over a 1:47 stretch to seal
the Cavaliers’ eighth win in nine games. Cleveland’s
Kevin Love had 12 points and 11 rebounds despite
playing only 24 minutes. Channing Frye added 14
points for the defending NBA champions, who
have won 13 of 15. Anthony Davis scored 20 points
with 17 rebounds for the Pelicans, whose four-
game winning streak came to an end.

WARRIORS 127, NUGGETS 119
Draymond Green’s putback with 28.9 seconds

left gave him the final rebound for his second
triple-double of the season, and he finished with
15 points, 13 assists and 10 boards to lead Golden
State past Denver. Klay Thompson had 25 points to
lead six Warriors in double figures, while Stephen
Curry scored 22 points in Golden State’s eighth
straight home victory. Kevin Durant scored 21
points, Zaza Pachulia reached double digits for the
third time with 11 points and nine rebounds, while
Ian Clark came off the bench to score 12 points.
The Warriors reached 30 assists for the third
straight game and NBA-best 24th time total.

JAZZ 101, NETS 89
Gordon Hayward scored 30 points, Rudy Gobert

had 15 points and 16 rebounds and Utah pulled
away in the final quarter to beat Brooklyn. Rodney
Hood and Shelvin Mack also scored 15 points each
for the Jazz. Trevor Booker led the Nets with 17
points and 15 rebounds. Brook Lopez scored 14
points. The game was tied 70-70 after three quar-
ters, but Utah’s Joe Ingles and Raul Neto opened the
fourth with consecutive buckets and the Jazz never
trailed again. They extended their lead to 89-78 on
Hood’s layup with 6:11 left, but the Nets pulled to
91-86 on Lopez’s dunk with 3:11 remaining. Utah

countered with a 9-1 run and took a game-high 13
point lead on Mack’s jumper with 1:09 left.

ROCKETS 101, WIZARDS 91
Eric Gordon scored 31 points and James

Harden had 23 points, 10 assists and 10 rebounds
to lead Houston over Washington. Harden’s ninth
triple-double of the season was a rocky encore to
his brilliant New Year’s Eve performance where he

had 53 points, 17 assists and 16 rebounds against
the Knicks and became the first player in NBA his-
tory with a 50-15-15 game. Harden committed six
turnovers and was just 2 for 11 on 3-pointers after
going 9 for 16 against New York. John Wall had 18
points and 11 assists for Washington, which
snapped a three-game winning streak and failed
to move over .500. The Wizards haven’t had a win-
ning record since starting 6 -5 last season. — AP

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 23 10 .697 -
Boston 20 14 .588 3.5
NY Knicks 16 18 .471 7.5
Philadelphia 8 24 .250 14.5
Brooklyn 8 25 .242 15

Central Division
Cleveland 26 7 .788 -
Milwaukee 17 16 .515 9
Indiana 17 18 .486 10
Chicago 17 18 .486 10
Detroit 16 20 .444 11.5

Southeast Division
Charlotte 19 16 .543 -
Atlanta 18 16 .529 0.5
Washington 16 17 .485 2
Orlando 16 20 .444 3.5
Miami 10 25 .286 9

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 22 13 .629 -
Oklahoma City 21 14 .600 1
Portland 15 21 .417 7.5
Denver 14 20 .412 7.5
Minnesota 11 23 .324 10.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 30 5 .857 -
LA Clippers 23 14 .622 8
Sacramento 14 19 .424 15
LA Lakers 12 25 .324 19
Phoenix 10 25 .286 20

Southwest Division
San Antonio 27 7 .794 -
Houston 27 9 .750 1
Memphis 22 14 .611 6
New Orleans 14 22 .389 14
Dallas 10 24 .294 17

NBA results/standings

LA Clippers 109, Phoenix 98; Golden State 127, Denver 119; Chicago 118, Charlotte 111; Houston 101,
Washington 91; Utah 101, Brooklyn 89; Orlando 115, NY Knicks 103; Milwaukee 98, Oklahoma City 94;
Cleveland 90, New Orleans 82.

Bulls, Bucks, Cavaliers NBA winners

PARIS: German international Julian Draxler has
joined Paris Saint Germain from Wolfsburg on a
four-year deal, the French club said yesterday. 

The 23-year-old attacking midfielder has
signed a contract for a reported 36 to 40 million
euros ($37.5 million - $42 million) that will keep
him at the top French club until the end of June
2021. Draxler, part of Germany’s 2014 World Cup-
winning side, said he was proud to join the cur-
rent French champions, ending an acrimonious
spell at his German club.

“I will be discovering a new country, a new
championship and am very proud to embark on
this new stage as part of a club that has become
a reference in Europe and has recruited many

very great players in recent years,” Draxler said in
a club statement.

Draxler was unsettled at Wolfsburg and ruf-
fled feathers last year when he announced pub-
licly that he wanted to leave, prompting coach
Valerien Ismael to say the player was causing
‘confusion’ in the team.

Draxler is PSG’s first purchase in the January
transfer window as the club seeks to strengthen
its squad after a disappointing start to the sea-
son and ahead of a their Champions League sec-
ond round clash with Barcelona on February 14
and March 8.

Draxler made his Bundesliga debut at 17 for
Schalke 04 and went on to become the youngest

ever goalscorer for the national side, against
Kazakhstan in June 2013, and the youngest play-
er to captain Germany the following year against
Poland in a World Cup warmup game, aged 20.

More recently his career has been dogged by
controversy. He has upset fans, teammates and
officials at Wolfburg, with his drive to quit the
club lying 13th in the Bundesliga while critics say
his performance on the field has fallen short of
his stellar reputation. Last month former German
international Lothar Matthaus chimed in with a
warning to clubs interested in the precociously
talent player that he had “never proved at the
highest level that he was capable of making the
difference”. — AFP

WOLFSBURG: This file photo taken on March 8, 2016 at the Volkswagen arena in Wolfsburg
shows Wolfsburg’s midfielder Julian Draxler controlling the ball during the second-leg round of
16 UEFA Champions league football match between VfL Wolfsburg and KAA Gent. — AFP
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