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BRISBANE:   Austral ian teenager
Destanee Aiava created a slice of histo-
ry yesterday when she became the first
player born in the 2000s to win a main
draw match on the WTA Tour.

The 16-year-old Aiava beat fellow
qualifier Bethanie Mattek-Sands of the
US 2-6, 6-3, 6-4 in the first round of the
Brisbane International  in  a  ra in-
delayed match. After play was halted

Monday night with Aiava leading 3-0
and 40-15 in the third set, the young
Austral ian overcame ner ves and a
Mattek-Sands fightback to move into a
second round clash against veteran
Russian Svetlana Kuznetsova. Aiava
wil l  create fur ther  histor y at  the
Australian Open later this month when
she becomes the first player born in
the 2000s to play in the main draw of a

Grand Slam tournament.  Born in
Australia to rugby-loving Samoan par-
ents  who k new nothing of  tennis,
Aiava began playing the sport at the
age of  f ive af ter  watching Serena
Williams in the Australian Open.

“I think it was just her vibe,” she said
of Serena. “Like, I couldn’t feel it from
the other side of the TV, but it was just,
like, her energy, and that kind of drew

me to the sport.”  Aiava’s power ful
physique has drawn comparisons with
Serena, and the teenager admitted
that she has based her game on the
American superstar. “Not so much a
girl’s game-more a guy’s game,” she
said. “More variety.” Aiava said that
nerves had got the better of her at the
star t  of  the match,  played on
Showcourt One in front of full stands.

“I  was pretty nervous playing in
front of that many people. I have never
played in front of such a big crowd
before,” she said. “I think the first set of
the match I started off pretty bad. “I
think coming out, onto the court, I
need to work on not being so tight
and feeling the pressure. “But as the
match progressed, I  felt a l ittle bit
more relaxed.” —AFP

Serena-inspired Australian teen makes WTA history

BRISBANE: Rafael Nadal was in need of some
sleep, so he didn’t waste much time against
Alexandr Dolgopolov yesterday.

The 14-time major champion, playing his
opening match at the Brisbane International a
day after arriving in Australia following a win in
an exhibition tournament in Abu Dhabi, beat the
Ukrainian 6-3, 6-3 after getting on court at
almost 10:30 p.m. local time.

Returning from a wrist injury which curtailed
the end of his 2016 season, Nadal said he’s deter-
mined to use every match as preparation for a
shot at the title in the season-opening Grand
Slam event in Melbourne.

The 30-year-old Spaniard dropped serve in
the third game but recovered to win the last five
games of the first set against the 2012 finalist. In
all, he converted all four of his break points and
fended off three of the four he faced.

“A little bit of jet lag. It’s tough, these kinds of
things at the beginning,” said Nadal, who added
that he was still sleeping in the early afternoon
and felt “destroyed” after the travel. “There
wasn’t a lot of time to adapt.”

He only made nine unforced errors, and his
most glaring miss of the night was when whiffed
at a ball as he tried to hit it into the crowd to cel-
ebrate his win. In a post-match news conference,
he apologized after stifling a yawn, but said he
still preferred the late start to help him over-
come the jetlag.

Nadal has changed his preparation for the
Australian Open, arriving two weeks ahead of
time to fine tune his game in a bid to make
amends for a shocking first-round exit last year.
He will next play Mischa Zverev, who opened
with a 6-3, 6-3 win over teenage Australian quali-
fier Alex De Minaur, and has a potential quarter-
final match against defending champion and
top-seeded Milos Raonic.

ELITE WTA EVENT
Also, sixth-seeded Lucas Pouille lost the first

five games before rebounding for a 7-6 (6), 7-6
(4) win over Gilles Simon, while Viktor Troicki
beat Japanese qualifier Yoshihito Nishioka 6-4, 7-
5 and Diego Schwartzman had a 6-2, 6-4 win
over Sam Querrey.

In the women’s draw, Garbine Muguruza,
Karolina Pliskova and Elina Svitolina, who all had

career-highlight victories over Serena Williams
last season, are already through to the quarterfi-
nals. Destanee Aiava, a 16-year-old high school
senior who was inspired to take up tennis when
she was 5 after watching Williams on TV, also
made a mark.

Aiava became the first player born in the
2000s to win a main draw match in an elite WTA
event when she beat Bethanie Mattek-Sands 2-6,
6-3, 6-4 in a first-round match that spanned two
days. She already has a wild-card entry to the
Australian Open but, before then, will face two-
time major winner Svetlana Kuznetsova in the
second round in Brisbane.

The third-seeded Pliskova, who beat Williams
in the US Open semifinals last year before losing
the final to Angelique Kerber, defeated
American qualifier Asia Muhammad 6-1, 6-4 to
secure the first spot in the quarterfinals.

Svitolina, seeded sixth and the only woman
to beat both Williams and Kerber when in 2016,
advanced with a 7-5, 2-6, 7-5 win over Shelby

Rogers. The fourth-seeded Muguruza wasted a
match point and saved one before clinching a 7-
5, 3-6, 7-6 (7) win over Daria Kasatkina in a three-
hour night match. Both players had eight service
breaks and Muguruza, who beat Williams in the
French Open final last year to claim her first
Grand Slam title, dropped her opening serve in
all three sets.

Her next match will  be against either
Kuznetsova or Aiava, who was born on May 10,
2000, was No. 386 in the latest rankings and is
very new to the tour.

“Pretty crazy,” Aiava said of her first trip to the
locker rooms in the main draw. “I walk in, and
there is people I have watched on TV before and
it’s, like, ‘Oh!’” Her mother, Rosie, has been her
coach since she showed interest in the game.
She keeps the teenager grounded.

After her milestone win, Aiava said her moth-
er just said “good job” and took her back onto
the practice courts for 20 minutes to work on
her serve. —AP

Nadal continues comeback 

with first win in Brisbane

BRISBANE: Rafael Nadal of Spain serves against Alexandr Dolgopolov of Ukraine in the men’s
round one at the Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane yesterday. —AFP

AUCKLAND: United States’ Serena Williams serves during her first round match
against Pauline Parmentier of France at the ASB Classic tennis tournament in
Auckland, New Zealand, yesterday. Williams won in straight sets 6-3, 6-4. — AP

Serena shakes out rust 

to advance in Auckland

AUCKLAND:  World number two Serena
Williams shook out any cobwebs from four
months away from tennis with a 6-3 6-4
victory over France’s Pauline Parmentier in
the first round of the Auckland Classic yes-
terday. The 35-year-old had not played a
competitive match since she lost to
Karolina Pliskova in the semi-finals of the
US Open last September, withdrawing from
all tennis to deal with a persistent shoulder
injury. The American, who had participated
in a charity doubles match with sister
Venus against All Blacks siblings Julian and
Ardie Savea before the tournament started,
was appearing for the first time in Auckland
and persistent rain on Monday postponed
her first round match until Tuesday.

She struggled with the wind and had
some rusty moments in the second set
when the Frenchwoman broke in the
fourth game and held three break points in
the sixth. The top seed was able to over-
come them, however, and won the match
with her eighth ace. “It was my first match
back in several months and I played a really
good player,” Williams said courtside after
she wrapped up victory in 75 minutes to
set up a second round clash against qualifi-

er Jamie Loeb or Madison Brengle.
“The wind was really getting to me.

Every day I have practised here there was
no wind but today it was so windy. So it
was fun. Actually, it wasn’t fun, it was inter-
esting.” She conceded she was feeling rusty
and would be selective about her schedule
in the new season. “I don’t see myself play-
ing a full, full schedule. But who knows? I’m
going to take it tourney by tourney.”

Injury kept her out of much of the sec-
ond half in 2016 even though she still tri-
umphed in Wimbledon to equal Steffi
Graf ’s open era record of 22 grand slam
titles and her target this year was to sur-
pass that.

“Unfortunately I have the highest of
goals usually, so obviously that involves
winning grand slams,” she said. Another for-
mer world number one, Caroline Wozniacki,
dropped just one game in a ruthless 6-1 6-0
dismantling of Nicole Gibbs in their first
round match. “It’s the first match of the year
for me so it’s always tough,” Wozniacki said.
“(But) today everything was going in, even
with the wind I managed to keep control of
the ball and the points. “I was pleased, espe-
cially with how I was serving.” — Reuters

PERTH: The United States pairing of Coco
Vandeweghe and Jack Sock edged closer to
the final of the mixed teams Hopman Cup
with a 3-0 win over Spain in Perth yester-
day. Both teams had won their first round
robin matches and the victory means the
USA only needs to beat Australia tomorrow
to be certain of advancing to Saturday’s
final. The United States has already won the
tournament a record six times.
Vandeweghe continued her encouraging

start to the year with a 6-2, 6-4 win over
Lara Arruabarrena in the women’s singles,
before Sock secured the tie for the
Americans with a three-set victory over
Feliciano Lopez.

The Americans made it a clean sweep in
the dead mixed doubles rubber.
Vandeweghe, ranked 36th, opened her
year with a win over Lucie Hradecka and
raised her game against the 65th-ranked
Arruabarrena. Her serving was impressive
with eight aces and the 25-year-old
believed it was a more polished perform-
ance than in the opening match.

“I think I did different things better
today, I felt a little bit better moving,” she
said. “I thought my serve was all over the
place, but it was good when it counted. “I
was a bit on and off with it and hopefully I
can tighten it up a bit. “There are still things
to work on and things to improve.”

The 23rd-ranked Sock was made to work
overtime by the cagey Lopez, who is just
five places lower at 28. The American blew
an early break in the first set and dropped it
6-3 to fall behind, but steadied to win in
three sets in stifling heat which appeared
to trouble both players.

Sock gained a crucial break in the fourth
game of the final set, after a lengthy game
on the Lopez serve. The Spaniard had a
break point in the seventh game, but
couldn’t convert and it took Sock 98 min-
utes to win 6-3, 2-6, 6-3.

“There are definitely things to improve
on,” Sock said. “I didn’t think I served as well
in the first match, but I dictated points on
my forehand.” The dead mixed doubles was
played in the Fast Four format and the
Americans prevailed in a third set tiebreak,
4-3 (5-3), 3-4 (2-5), 4-3 (5/2). —AFP

BRISBANE: Garbine Muguruza of Spain hits a return against Daria Kasatkina of Russia in their women’s second round match at the Brisbane
International tennis tournament in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP

Muguruza survives 

big scare in Brisbane
BRISBANE: French Open champion Garbine
Muguruza saved a match point before seeing
off Russia’s Daria Kasatkina in the second round
of the Brisbane International yesterday.

The 23-year-old Spaniard won 7-5, 3-6, 7-6
(9/7) over the 19-year-old Kasatkina, who
served for the match at 5-4 in the third set, only
to be broken by the fourth-seeded Muguruza.

Muguruza then kept her ner ve in the
tiebreak, holding on to win in just under three
hours. It was her second three-set win in as
many days after she edged Austral ian
Samantha Stosur on Monday.

“Obviously I ’m tired,” Muguruza said. “I
would prefer to play a one-hour match and to
be super good. But I think those tough matches
are going to help me to win confidence.

“It’s very helpful. I mean, to start the year
playing these kind of matches gives me, I don’t
know, a good feeling. “I think it was a battle, lit-
erally,” she added.

“I think we both played very good during
the whole match. We could see in the tiebreak
there is, like, nobody knew who was going to
win the match until the end.” Third seed Czech
Karolina Pliskova earlier continued her impres-
sive form when she stormed past US qualifier
Asia Muhammad 6-1, 6-4.

However, sixth seed Elina Svitolina was
pushed hard by American Shelby Rogers before
winning in three sets 7-5, 2-6, 7-5. 

France’s Alize Cornet stormed into the quar-
ter-finals when she demolished Christina
McHale in straight sets 6-2, 6-1. After outlasting

Elene Vesnina in the first round in a 2 hour 37
minute marathon in temperatures above 40
degrees Celsius (104 F), Cornet took full advan-
tage of the much cooler conditions Tuesday
and raced through the match in just 81 min-
utes. “I’m very happy with the way I played
today-it was a really good-quality match,”
Cornet said.

“I didn’t make a lot of unforced errors and I
hit a lot of winners. “I was applying the right
tac t ics,  so i t  was great  to play this  way.”
Cornet will play either second seed Dominika
Cibulkova or China’s Zhang Shuai in the quar-
ter-finals. “It will definitely be a tough battle
but when I see the way I play today it gives
me a lot of confidence for the rest of the tour-
nament.” —AFP

Americans sock it to 

Spain in Hopman Cup

PERTH: Coco Vandeweghe of the US hits
a return against Lara Arruabarrena of
Spain during their fifth session women’s
singles match on day three of the
Hopman Cup tennis tournament in Perth
yesterday. — AFP


