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that he explained that the government emphasizes
basic principles of respecting the constitution and the
law, Kuwait’s sovereignty and cooperation to achieve
the country ’s interests. He said that the IOC has
demanded the withdrawal of cases against sports bod-
ies and that the government is considering the matter.
He said the cases relate to demands for compensation
for illegally depriving Kuwait and its athletes from tak-
ing part in international events including the Rio
Olympics.

Sheikh Salman also said he is prepared to face a
grilling threatened by opposition lawmaker Waleed Al-
Tabtabaei, who said that if the minister fails to lift the
suspension by Jan 11, he will file to grill him.

Meanwhile, MP Majed Al-Mutairi yesterday submit-
ted a draft law stipulating a general amnesty for all

political prisoners or detainees who were jailed or are
being prosecuted for expressing political opinions. The
bill applies to all freedom of expression cases but
excludes cases that are related to terrorism. But it also
states that if the pardoned people repeat the same
crime within five years, they have to serve the sentence
from the start.

Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said yesterday that
he plans to submit a draft law soon calling to scrap all
price hikes approved on electricity and water, adding
that although the increase doesn’t include Kuwaitis’
homes, it will impact them negatively. He said that in
some sectors, power charges were increased by 1,200
percent and affected companies will seek to recoup the
loss by raising the cost of their services and products.
He also called on the government to stop squandering
public funds before raising the prices of essential com-
modities and services.
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Yesterday, Wardini’s body was carried through the streets of
Ashrafiyeh, the largely Christian district of Beirut, to the sounds
of traditional darbuka drums and trumpets. At the district’s
Notre Dame church, his open casket was lifted over the heads
of friends and family, beneath giant portraits reading “The
Angel of Ashrafiyeh” and “The Groom of Ashrafiyeh”. As is tradi-
tion in Lebanon for the death of young unmarried people, the
funeral ceremony included the trappings of a wedding, with
the church decorated in white flowers. His two older sisters col-
lapsed several times during the ceremony, one them shouting
at the body: “Get up! Why don’t you answer me?”

The night before a minute of silence had been observed
for the three victims during a basketball match between
Tadamon, where Musallem worked, and Beirut club La
Sagesse, Wardini’s favourite team. Portraits of the three vic-
tims hung over the stands.

Arab Israeli Lian Nasser was only 18 and on her first trip
away from her family when she was killed in the attack.
Yesterday in her small predominantly Muslim hometown of
Tira north of Tel Aviv, most of the shops and restaurants were
closed before her funeral, with a few thousand people gather-
ing to pay their respects. Several hundred women, many in
tears, poured into the family home before the coffin was taken
to a mosque prior to being buried. “She was kind, loveable
and clever,” her uncle Rani told AFP at the funeral. “It’s so hard
to understand. A few days ago we could hold her and now she
is gone.” In front of the plain wooden coffin, Abdul Rahman
Kashoa, a local imam, gave a sermon about the distortion of

Islam. “There can never be a justification for this,” he told AFP
afterwards. Arab Israelis, the overwhelming majority of them
Muslim, account for about 17.5 percent of Israel’s population.
Funerals were also to be held later Tuesday for two Tunisian
victims of the attack, husband and wife Mohamed Azzabi and
Senda Nakaa who left behind a five-month-old daughter.
Nakaa was also a French citizen, and French ambassador
Olivier Poivre d’Arvor was on hand when their bodies arrived
at Tunis airport on Monday. “I am thinking of her family, of her
parents, of little five-month-old Chirine who is now an
orphan,” he said. “France will treat her as a ward of the nation.”

Details were also emerging about some Saudi victims of
the attacks. Riyadh’s consulate in Istanbul has confirmed that
Saudis were among the victims, without saying how many.
Saudi media reports have reported seven killed and 13
wounded. The Saudi Gazette yesterday reported that among
the victims were Saudi twins Mohammed and Ahmed Saud
Al-Fadl, 24, who died together in the attack. They had just
graduated from university, said the newspaper, which ran a
picture of the brothers wearing matching shirts and identical
glasses. It identified another of the Saudi victims as 24-year-
old Lubna Ghaznawi, who was at the club with two girlfriends.

Funerals were also held in Jordan Tuesday for two men
killed in the attack, Nawras Assaf and Mohammad Al-Sarraf, as
members of the Jordanian parliament held a moment of
silence for the victims. In Morocco, the bodies of two victims
were due to arrive yesterday afternoon. Three Iraqis, a Kuwaiti
man and a Libyan were also among those killed, along with 11
Turks and other victims from India, Germany, Russia, Canada
and Belgium. — AFP 
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It is set inside Akoya, a massive housing development of
2,600 villas and 7,000 apartments developed by Dubai-based
luxury real estate DAMAC Properties. Another Trump-man-
aged golf course is planned for another even larger DAMAC
project under development fur ther down the road.
Billionaire Hussain Sajwani, who founded DAMAC Properties
in 2002, met Trump some 10 years ago and the two men had
hit it off over their real estate experiences, said Niall
McLoughlin, a senior vice president for communications and
marketing at the firm.

“When we approached them in 2013 about the golf course,
he of course knew who DAMAC was,” McLoughlin told AP on a
recent trip to the golf course. “They subsequently cemented
the family relationship as well. ... A lot of our dealings have
been with Eric, a lot of our dealings have been with Ivanka.
They have traveled here - and Donald Jr.” Sajwani and his fami-
ly also attended a New Year’s Eve party at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
club in Florida.

Trump received between $1 million to $5 million from
DAMAC, according to a Federal Election Committee report
submitted in May. It’s unclear how much the contract will be
worth once the golf course opens and starts operating.
McLoughlin declined to offer specific figures. It is the first
Trump venture in the Arab world. His first proposed project in
Dubai, a 62-story tower with state-backed developer Nakheel,
became a victim of the sheikhdom’s 2009 financial crisis.

By 2014, Trump knocked a golf ball down the fairway of
what would become the golf course at Akoya. Sajwani called
Trump a “great man” during the tour, and DAMAC later
designed some 100 Trump-branded villas at the property, sell-
ing from 5 million dirhams ($1.3 million) to over 15 million
dirhams ($4 million). With Trump set to be sworn in as presi-
dent, security analysts have suggested properties bearing his
name could be targets. His campaign pledge calling for a
“total and complete shutdown” of Muslims entering the US,
followed by his proposal to conduct “extreme vetting” of
immigrants, also sparked regional anger. The Trump logos on
the golf course even came down for a short time.

Still, the United Arab Emirates, a staunch US ally in the
war against the Islamic State group and host to some 5,000
American military personnel, remains a peaceful corner of
the Middle East. “Dubai is one of the safest cities in the
world,” McLoughlin said. “Dubai has proved itself to be safe.
We have no extra concerns about this golf course.” Dubai
police did not respond to a request for comment about
security at the property.

Financial matters raise other questions. DAMAC, a private
company, purchased the property for Akoya from Dubai’s gov-
ernment in 2012 for around $350 million. Dubai’s government
ultimately answers to the emirate’s hereditary ruler, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, who also is the UAE’s
vice president and prime minister. All services to the property
- electricity, water, roads - come at the discretion of the gov-
ernment. The club’s bar will need government approvals to
serve alcohol, not to mention other regulatory issues.

That could raise concerns about the so-called “emoluments
clause” of the US constitution, which bars public officials from
accepting gifts or payments from foreign governments and
companies controlled by them without the consent of
Congress. Any negotiations involving the Trump brand at the
least could create the appearance of impropriety, legal
experts warn. “He has so many properties that his business
interests become an obvious target for both bribes and
threats,” said Gordon, the Stanford law professor. “The dangers
really come in two directions: One is that foreign powers will
try to use Trump’s interests as a way of bribing him into public
policies in a way that are friendly to them or use them put

pressure on him.” Trump has said he will step away from man-
aging his business empire while in office, but has offered few
details other than to say his executives “will run it with my
children”. Erik Jensen, a law professor emeritus at Case
Western Reserve University in Cleveland, said that alone could
pose problems. “Turning over control to the kids just doesn’t
do it. They clearly are going to be having holiday meals
together, talking on the telephone,” Jensen said. “There’s
going to be a lot of contact there.”

Even putting assets in a blind trust, like other presidents
have, likely wouldn’t work since, for example, he would know
the trust holds a golf course in Dubai. “You can put it in the
trust, but the adjective ‘blind’ wouldn’t apply in that situation,”
Jensen said. Also, DAMAC’s Sajwani has had dealings with the
US government. He credits some of his fortune to contracting
work his companies did in supplying US forces during the
1991 Gulf War that expelled Iraqi forces from Kuwait. Over the
past decade, his companies have been awarded at least $1
million in contracting work, according to US government
records reviewed by the AP.

McLoughlin did not respond to a quer y regarding
whether DAMAC would continue to seek US government
contracts. DAMAC stock traded after the election at near a
yearlong low of 2.02 dirhams (55 cents) a share, in part due
to the company announcing an 11.7 percent fall in third-
quarter profits as Dubai’s housing market has slowed in
2016. Stock then rebounded, reaching 2.53 dirhams (69
cents) just before New Year’s Eve, as the company began
handing over properties at Akoya.

Sajwani’s business dealings have drawn international
scrutiny in the past. After Egypt’s 2011 Arab Spring protests, a
local court sentenced him to five years in prison and a $40.5
million fine over a 2006 land deal. Egypt and DAMAC later
reached an undisclosed settlement in international arbitration
and Sajwani never served prison time. 

DAMAC, which competes against largely state-backed
developers in Dubai, focuses on flashy projects, like offering
homes built around luxury Bugatti sports cars. But when it
comes to building the projects, it like other companies relies
heavily on subcontractors who largely employ low-paid labor-
ers from Asian countries like India and Pakistan.

There have been no formal complaints by workers alleging
the Trump golf course or the larger DAMAC project mistreats
laborers. However, that alone shouldn’t be taken as a sign that
everything is fine, said James Lynch, who focuses on Gulf
labor issues for Amnesty International. 

The Emirati government and local businesses remain
sensitive about their image in regards to the millions of
workers employed in the country, something Lynch knows
all too well as he was barred from entering the UAE in 2015
to discuss laborers’ rights. “Under international standards,
construction companies in the Gulf are not only responsible
for how they treat their direct employees,” Lynch said. “They
have a responsibility to put in place measures to ensure that
their subcontractors do not abuse the rights of people
working for them.”

The Trump Organization and his transition team did not
respond to AP requests for comment. McLoughlin of DAMAC
did not respond to a request for comment regarding labor
issues. For now, workers manicure the golf course’s empty
greens. Others put the finishing touches on a clubhouse that
will feature a bar, a water-pipe tobacco lounge and restau-
rants for those paying the course’s dues, which start at around
$10,000 a year.

While DAMAC’s contract with Trump allows them to use his
image in advertising the course, McLoughlin said the compa-
ny would be “tasteful” in its promotions. However, he said at
least some of Trump’s children likely would be on hand for the
opening of the course. “It’s their baby,” McLoughlin said. — AP 

Sheikh Salman meets sports panel...

Across Mideast, goodbyes to Istanbul dead

Golf club shows Trump pitfalls
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my culture and points of view.” Known in Syria by his
real first name, Jihad, Abdo is best known for his role in
“Bab Al-Hara” (“The Neighborhood Gate”), one of the
biggest soap operas in history, with up to 50 million view-
ers per episode.

His path to Hollywood started in 2011 as tensions in
Syria were escalating in the wake of the Arab Spring upris-
ings in Tunisia and Egypt. His wife, painter and human
rights lawyer Fadia Afashe, was a senior official in Syria’s
department of culture, and found herself having to flee
Bashar Al-Assad’s brutal regime after being caught meet-
ing opposition activists during a trip to France. She went to
study public policy at the University of Minnesota in
Minneapolis, intending to return to Syria after graduating.

But Abdo himself was beginning to become a major
annoyance to Assad’s crumbling regime after turning down
numerous invitations to back the president at rallies and TV
talk shows. Matters came to a head when he gave an inter-
view to the Los Angeles Times during a trip to Beirut in which
he accused Syria’s secret service of torture and corruption.
Strangers threatened him on his return to Syria, his car win-
dows were smashed and he faced repeated demands to
apologize to Assad on television.

Having seen friends arrested or disappear - some are
still missing - he uprooted in Oct 2011, leaving behind
almost all his wealth and property, to join his wife in
Minneapolis. The couple applied for asylum and drove for
three days to Los Angeles with everything they owned so
Abdo could find work. 

“I met so many people who were shocked that my
name was Jihad,” he says, explaining why he became

Jay. “They didn’t know it was Christian and I was named
after a Christian lawyer in Damascus - a very good
friend to my family.” 

Even with a more palatable name, more than 100 failed
auditions followed as the couple lived a desperate exis-
tence on just $3 a day. It took more than a year to find work
with a florist and delivering pizzas for Domino’s, earning up
to $300 a week. Abdo’s break finally came when he landed
a part alongside Nicole Kidman and James Franco in
“Queen of the Desert”, Werner Herzog’s biopic of the British
archeologist Gertrude Bell, due for release in spring. “All my
scenes were with Nicole,” Abdo says. “I can’t praise her
enough. She’s very sweet, extremely professional, a very
good hearted woman - very smart and sharp. Above all,
she supported me from the first minute.”

Herzog has since described in interviews finally grasp-
ing how famous his Syrian hire was when they visited a
souk in Marrakesh during filming in Morocco. “Everyone
wanted a photo with him. The merchants in the souk gave
us everything for half price,” the filmmaker told The Wall
Street Journal. In a sign that Tinseltown really does like its
happy endings, the actor’s career is finally back on track.

He has a part in the Amazon television series “The Patriot”
and “Bon Voyage”, a short film he made with Swiss director
Marc Raymond Wilkins, has just been shortlisted for an Oscar.
Last year, he appeared alongside Tom Hanks in “A Hologram
for the King”, a comedy about a failed corporate salesman try-
ing to do business in Saudi Arabia. Devastated by the worsen-
ing plight of the Syrian people in the five years since he
escaped the Assad regime, Abdo is unsure whether he’ll ever
return. But he believes he couldn’t be in a better place. “From
the beginning, Hollywood wasn’t my objective,” he said. “I did-
n’t plan to come here. It’s destiny that brought me.”  — AFP 

Syrian star dreaming of Hollywood...

Fog surrounds a small church not far from the small Bavarian village of Apfeltrach near Landsberg, southern
Germany, during a cold winter morning with temperatures of minus five degrees yesterday. — AFP 


