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KUALA LUMPUR: Emergency services in
Malaysia deployed boats and trucks yesterday
as thousands of villagers were stranded after
four days of heavy rain caused flooding in east
coast states, officials said.  Floods in
Terengganu and Kelantan states forced author-
ities to shut down dozens of schools and roads
to villages have been cut off.

The east coast regularly experiences tropical
storms and heavy showers during the mon-
soon. In the last two days in oil-rich
Terengganu over a thousand people have been
evacuated from their homes, and rescue offi-
cials predict the numbers will rise. Che Adam
Abdul Rahman, civil department force chief in
Terengganu, told AFP that 700 rescue officers
have been deployed in the state to carry out
search and rescue operations. Many of the rural
roads are impassable, he said.

“We have now deployed boats and trucks
to evacuate the villagers to relief centers, and
with continuous rain we expect the number
of flood evacuees to rise,” Che Adam warned.
In neighboring Kelantan, which experienced
massive f loods and large destruction of
homes and public infrastructure in December
2014, at least 4,906 people have been dis-
placed by flooding. 

Zainuddin Hussin, Kelantan state civil
department force chief, said some 1,300 per-
sonnel with 30 boats and 23 vehicles are
involved in rescue activities. “It is raining heavi-
ly and the water level at the Golok river has
passed the danger level. Some schools in the
state have been closed and many rural roads
are closed to traffic,” he said. The Golok river,
which lies on the border between Malaysia and
Thailand, has flooded the busy Kelantan town
of Rantau Panjang, news reports said. Schools
in Malaysia were scheduled to reopen on
Tuesday after a month-long break. —AFP 

BANGALORE: An Indian minister faced a
severe backlash yesterday after he criti-
cized women for dressing “like western-
ers” at a New Year ’s eve celebration
where a mob allegedly carried out a
series of sex assaults. Although police
have yet to charge anyone in connection
with the violence on Saturday night in
Bangalore, local media have carried testi-
mony and photos of victims cowering
from their attackers or fleeing for safety.

Police say they are now trawling
through CCTV footage to see if they can
identify any of the attackers. But a minis-
ter with responsibility for policing in the

southern state of Karnataka, whose
largest city is Bangalore, said the “unfor-
tunate” attacks were a consequence of
women wearing western clothing.  “A
large number of youngsters gathered-
youngsters who are almost like western-
ers,” Karnataka’s Home Minister G
Parameshwara told The Times Now tele-
vision network, speaking in English.
“They try to copy westerners not only in
mindset, but even the dressing, so some
disturbance, some girls are harassed,
these kind of things do happen.”

Parameshwara, who later claimed to
have been misquoted, was widely con-

demned for his televised comments,
with the central government’s junior
home minister Kiren Rijiju describing
them as “irresponsible”. “We can’t allow
the shameful act of #MassMolestation go
unpunished,” he said on Twitter, adding
that women’s safety is a “must in a civi-
lized society”. 

Lalitha Kumaramangalam, who heads
India’s National Commission for Women,
said Parameshwara should resign over
his comments. “I want to ask this minis-
ter: are Indian men so pathetic and weak
that when they see a woman in western
clothes on a day of revelry, they get out

of control? “When will the Indian men
learn to respect women? The minister
should apologize to the women of the
country and resign,” Kumaramangalam
told the Press Trust of India news agency.

India has been shamed by shocking
levels of sexual assault against women,
which came into sharp focus in
December 2012 when a student was
gang-raped on a bus in New Delhi and
later died of her injuries, leading to the
official cancellation of that year’s New
Year celebrations. Some of the country’s
most senior politicians have been
accused of casual misogyny, with the

leader of one political party widely con-
demned for brushing off the December
2012 attack by saying “boys will be boys”.

The attacks in Bangalore have drawn
comparison with last year’s mass sexual
assaults at New Year’s celebrations in the
German city of Cologne, where police
were also accused of losing control.
Senior Bangalore police officer Malini
Krishnamoorthy told AFP no complaint
had yet been filed and officers were
scanning hours’ worth of CCTV footage.
“We have appealed to the public to
come forward if they have evidence in
any form,” the officer added. — AFP 

Indian minister lays blame on western dress for sex attacks

HERAT: Around 2,000 Shiite Muslims in western
Afghanistan staged a protest yesterday against
growing sectarian attacks by Islamic State, as the
government warned that the group had
expanded its foothold into 11 provinces.

Chanting “Death to the enemies of
Afghanistan!” and “Death to Daesh!” the Arabic
acronym for IS, the protesters in the city of Herat
marched on the governor’s office, carrying pic-
tures of Shiites killed in recent attacks.  “Daesh
attacks on our mosques are increasing everyday.
They want to create a rift between Shiites and
Sunnis,” Qurban Ali, a 40-year-old demonstrator,
told AFP. “This is a dangerous trend and we want
the government to protect us.”

The rise of IS has raised the specter of sectari-
an discord in Afghanistan, something that the
Sunni-majority country has largely been spared
despite decades of war. Until a few months ago
IS was largely confined to the eastern province
of Nangarhar bordering Pakistan, where it is
notorious for brutality including beheadings
despite a US-backed offensive against the group.
But the government this week said the group
was steadily expanding into other provinces.

Sectarian divisions
“Our initial information shows Daesh is

behind the recent attacks in Herat.  They are
expanding and are always looking for new
geographical areas,” Najeebullah Mani, head
of counter-terrorism at the interior ministry,
told reporters in Herat. “They are present in at
least 11 (of Afghanistan’s 34 provinces). Their
main goal is to create sectarian divisions
between Shiites and Sunnis.” Herat, which
borders Shiite-dominated Iran, has recently
witnessed a surge in attacks on the minority
group’s mosques. 

A prayer leader was killed and five others
wounded in one such attack on Sunday. The
group did not officially claim responsibility
for the assault. “We will not allow Daesh to
make Afghanistan another Syria,” said 30-
year-old Jawad, another protester. “The gov-
ernment must come up with a plan to pro-
tect Shiites.”

Last year Afghanistan witnessed a wave of
attacks on Shiites claimed by IS, which considers
Shiite Muslims apostates. At least 14 Shiites were
killed in October in a powerful blast at a mosque

in the northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif, hours
after gunmen targeted Shiite worshippers in a
shrine in Kabul and killed 18 people. In July the
IS militants targeted members of Kabul’s Shiite
community in a suicide bombing that killed
more than 80 people and wounded 130.

Taleban ambush
Afghan officials say a Taleban ambush in the

northeastern Badakhshan province has killed at
least four police. Deputy Provincial Police Chief
Mohammed Nabi Bayhan says the attack took
place late Monday and that security forces have
launched a clearing operation in the area.
Ahmad Bashir Musamum, a provincial council
member, confirmed the attack and said seven
police were killed. 

Taleban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
claimed responsibility for the attack in a state-
ment Tuesday. Elsewhere in Afghanistan,
Sanatullah Timor, a spokesman for the governor
of Takhar province, said a Taliban fighter was
killed Monday while planting a mine. The Taliban
has been at war with Afghanistan’s US-backed
government since 2001. — Agencies 
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HERAT: Afghan Shiites hold posters and chant slogans during a demonstration. — AFP 

SEOUL: South Korea’s Constitutional Court
yesterday held its first full hearing on
whether to confirm the impeachment of
President Park Geun-Hye but she stayed
away from the session. The nine-judge
court must decide whether to affirm parlia-
ment’s vote on December 9 to impeach
Park over a corruption scandal which has
brought hundreds of thousands of protest-
ers onto the streets every week. 

Yesterday’s hearing, which followed
three preparatory court sessions last
month, lasted only nine minutes. The court
last week ruled that Park was not required
to appear for questioning. “We will do our
best to conduct a fair and thorough review
of the case,” said Judge Park Han-Chul.
Regardless of whether Park shows up
when the hearing resumes Thursday, the
case will go ahead.

Her lawyers said she was unlikely to
attend future hearings. Park has been sus-
pended from executive duties and the
country is being temporarily led by Prime
Minister Hwang Kyo-Ahn. The
Constitutional Court has up to six months
to decide whether to confirm Park ’s
impeachment. If it does, a presidential elec-
tion must be held within two months.

Park is accused of colluding with close

friend Choi Soon-Sil to coerce big compa-
nies into handing over nearly $70 million
to dubious foundations which Choi con-
trolled and allegedly plundered. 

C h o i - d u b b e d  S o u t h  K o re a’s
“Rasputin” due to her influence over the
president-is now on trial for coercion
and abuse of power and her daughter
has been detained in Denmark as the
scandal spreads. Park has repeatedly
denied the corruption allegations in
sometimes tearful televised addresses,
w h i l e  a p o l o gi z i n g  fo r  l a p s e s .  S h e
allegedly ordered aides to leak state
documents to Choi, who has no official
title or security clearance, and let her
meddle in state affairs including the
appointment of top officials.

Offer rejected 
On Sunday the scandal enmeshed

Chung Yoo-Ra, Choi’s  20-year-old daugh-
ter, who was arrested in Denmark for over-
staying her visa. Seoul prosecutors said yes-
terday they would seek Chung’s formal
extradition even if she wants to return
home voluntarily. A court in the northern
Danish town of Aalborg ruled Monday that
Chung would be detained for four weeks
pending a decision on extradition. —AFP

JAKARTA: Jakarta’s Christian governor yester-
day shouted at an Islamic hardliner testifying
against him in dramatic scenes at his blasphe-
my trial, seen as a test of religious tolerance in
the world’s most populous Muslim-majority
nation. Hundreds of supporters and opponents
of Governor Basuki Tjahaja Purnama rowdily
traded insults as they rallied outside the hear-
ing in the Indonesian capital, with thousands of
police deployed to prevent clashes.

The first Christian to govern the capital in
more than 50 years,  Purnama is on trial
accused of blasphemy over remarks he made
about the Quran while campaigning ahead of
February elections for the Jakarta governor-
ship. Hundreds of thousands of conservative
Muslims have protested against the leader,
known by his nickname Ahok, in recent
months in the largest demonstrations in
Indonesia in years, but he denies insulting
Islam and his supporters say the case is politi-
cally motivated. 

Purnama, who faces up to five years in jail if
found guilty, went on trial last month for blas-
phemy and at the latest hearing yesterday

members of hardline group the Islamic
Defenders Front (FPI) — which has spearhead-
ed the protest movement-testified against
him. “I reported the suspect (to the police)
because he insulted the Quran,” Muhsin
Alattas, head of the FPI’s Jakarta branch, told
the hearing. But as the witness was ques-
tioned, Purnama-known for his short temper-
began to shout at him.

“Who has given FPI the authority to speak
on behalf of all Muslims?... many Muslims don’t
like FPI,” he said. “Just ask the FPI,” the witness
responded during the hearing, which was tak-
ing place in an auditorium at the agriculture
ministry after being moved from a Jakarta
court for security reasons. In his comments in
September, Purnama accused his opponents of
using a Koranic verse, which suggests Muslims
should not choose non-Muslims as leaders, in
order to trick people into voting against him.
The case, which is expected to take several
more weeks, has sparked concerns about grow-
ing intolerance in Indonesia where a reputation
for pluralism has been eroded by a surge in
attacks on minorities. —AFP 
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SEOUL: Nine judges of South Korea’s Constitutional Court sit during the first hearing
arguments for South Korean President Park Geun-hye’s impeachment trial at the
Constitutional Court. — AP  

BEIJING: US president-elect Donald Trump
has repeatedly called out China for doing
too little to help stop North Korea’s nuclear
program, and on Monday he took to
Twitter again to blast Beijing.  “China has
been taking out massive amounts of mon-
ey & wealth from the US in totally one-
sided trade, but won’t help with North
Korea,” he tweeted. “Nice!” His comments
come a day after North Korean leader Kim
Jong-Un appeared to try to put pressure on
Trump by announcing his country is in the
“final stages” of developing an interconti-
nental ballistic missile (ICBM).  

“North Korea just stated that it is in the
final stages of developing a nuclear
weapon capable of reaching parts of the
US,” Trump also tweeted. “It won’t happen!”
But what leverage does the incoming
American president really have over the
hermetic nation? And what could Beijing
do to stop it? Here are five questions on the
China-North Korea relationship.

Why is North obsessed with nuclear
weapons? 

Pyongyang is still technically at war with
the US after the Korean War of 1950-53 end-
ed in an armistice rather than a peace treaty.
The North Korean leadership has built its
claim to domestic legitimacy on military
might and says a credible nuclear deterrent
is critical to the nation’s survival, arguing it is
under constant threat from an aggressive
United States. Although it has regularly
threatened neighboring South Korea, its
main priority is developing an effective
strike threat against the US mainland.

How does China fit in?
China is North Korea’s only ally, its main

diplomatic protector, and its economic life-
line. The two countries’ Communist parties
are linked by ideology, sympathy, and
decades of history, with Chinese forces’ inter-
vention decisive in saving the North from
being overrun during the Korean War.  Beijing
sent vast numbers of soldiers to the peninsu-
la, with Western historians estimating
400,000 died, and Chinese sources settling on
a figure of about 180,000. Mao Zedong
described the neighbors as being as close as
“lips and teeth”.  Beijing’s nightmare scenario is
that if the Pyongyang regime collapses, mil-
lions of hungry North Koreans might flood
over its border-and the US-allied South would
take over, meaning American troops could be
stationed right on the Chinese border.

Are Beijing-Pyongyang ties weak-
ening? 

Beijing regularly says it “firmly opposes”
the North’s nuclear tests and calls for denu-
clearisation of the Korean peninsula.
Following Trump’s remarks, on Tuesday a
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman again
declared it would “stay committed to denu-
clearisation” on the peninsula.  “We hope
that relevant parties would refrain from
words and deeds that will lead to the esca-
lation of tension,” Geng Shuang told
reporters.  China sees Kim Jong-un’s ener-
getic pursuit of a nuclear program as a
source of instability, and consistently calls
for the revival of six-party talks to find a
solution. But it has resisted targeting the
country’s fragile economy for fear of pro-
voking an implosion. Even so its patience
with Kim is running thin and he has not vis-
ited China since taking power-a possible
sign of the Chinese Communist Party rulers’
displeasure with the young leader. 

Could Beijing stop Pyongyang?   
It is not clear whether China could rein

in the North even if it wanted to.  Beijing
has ensured that past UN Security Council
resolutions on sanctions against
Pyongyang have included humanitarian
exemptions, and has continued to pur-
chase huge amounts of North Korean coal
— $101 million worth in October alone-a
crucial source of foreign exchange for
Pyongyang.  But the latest resolution,
passed in December, had no such clause
and Beijing announced it would suspend
purchases of coal from the North-for three
weeks to December 31.

What leverage does the US have? 
Not much-it has been unable to influ-

ence China’s North Korea policy for years.
Washington has long pursued a policy of
“strategic patience”-essentially a refusal to
engage in any significant dialogue unless
Pyongyang made some tangible commit-
ment to denuclearisation. And impeach-
ment of South Korea’s President Park
Geun-Hye-a hardliner on Pyongyang-
could result in a more pro-engagement
leader tak ing off ice,  undermining
Washington’s effor ts to pressure the
North. Trump has suggested that the US’
longstanding One-China policy could be
upended if Beijing does not do more to
pressure Pyongyang to abandon its
nuclear weapons program. — AFP 
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JAKARTA: Jakarta Gov Basuki “Ahok” Tjahaja Purnama gestures to visitors inside a court-
room during his trial. — AP  
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