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VALPARAISO: People work to extinguish the flames at a house in Valparaiso, Chile, on January 2, 2017 as the fire threatens to reach the city’s
port.  Authorities have declared a red alert in the area. — AFP 

VALPARAISO, Chile: A wildfire ravaged woods
and burned 100 homes in the hilly Chilean port
city of Valparaiso on Monday, forcing authori-
ties to evacuate hundreds of people. At least 19
people were reported hurt after the fire broke
out on the outskirts of the historic city, the gov-
ernment said.

Television pictures showed thick grey smoke
filling the streets in the Laguna Verde district,
where the blaze struck, and flames devouring
green hillsides. Hundreds of firefighters along
with water-dumping airplanes and helicopters
were battl ing the blaze,  off icials said.
“Emergency protocols have been activated,”
President Michelle Bachelet said on Twitter. 

The flames had “damaged 100 homes in an
area where there are 500,” deputy interior min-
ister Mahmud Aleuy told a news conference
late Monday. He said 19 people were hurt,
mostly by breathing in smoke, but there were
no fatalities. The flames destroyed 50 hectares
of woodland, the National Emergencies Office
said in a statement. Fanned by strong winds in

hot summer weather, the fire broke out in the
hilly region that makes Valparaiso a picturesque
tourist destination.

‘Jewel of the pacific’
Some 200 people were evacuated from their

homes as a precaution, the agency added. “The
fire was coming from the other side of the hill,
down below. We never thought it would spread
so far,” said Rosa Gallardo, a woman who lost
her home in the fire. “It was hopeless. The
smoke was suffocating. It stung my eyes. So we
had to evacuate,” said Pablo Luna Flores, anoth-
er resident who lost his home.

Electricity providers said they had cut power
to nearly 48,000 customers also as a precaution.
The authorities issued a maximum red alert.
Located 120 kilometers northwest of the capital
Santiago, Valparaiso is home to Chile’s national
Congress. Laguna Verde lies on the southern
outskirts of Valparaiso, a sprawling city built on
40 hills with stunning sea views.

Dubbed the “jewel of the Pacific,” the pictur-

esque colonial city is a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. Thousands of tourists come every year to
stroll its narrow cobbled streets and ride cable
cars up the steep hills. Wildfires killed 15 people
in 2014 and destroyed thousands of homes in
the area, particularly in the city’s poorer neigh-
borhoods. The wooden structures with their tin
roofs, perched on tinder-dry hillsides, were
quickly engulfed in that fire.

More blazes in March 2015 k i l led one
woman and forced thousands of people from
their homes. The city is home to 270,000 peo-
ple overall, many living in brightly colored
houses on the hillsides. In its heyday from the
mid-19th century to the early 20th, Valparaiso
became famous as a stopover point for ships
steaming down to the continent’s southern tip
and on to the Atlantic. The opening of the
Panama Canal in 1914 prompted a spectacular
drop in traffic to Valparaiso and an end to the
port ’s glory days. I t  now relies heavily on
tourism, and living standards are lower than
the average in Chile. — AFP 
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MANAUS: The instigators of a horrific
prison riot in Brazil that left 56 inmates
dead-many of them decapitated-will be
transferred to higher security federal pris-
ons, the justice minister said yesterday. As
soon as these ringleaders are identified, at
the request of the Manaus state govern-
ment they will be transferred, said the min-
ister, Alexandre de Moraes.

The riot broke out Sunday afternoon and
lasted through the night at a prison on the
outskirts of Manaus, the capital of
Amazonas state, state public security secre-
tary Sergio Fontes said. Bloodied and
burned bodies were seen stacked in a con-
crete prison yard and piled in carts. A total
of 184 inmates escaped, and so far 40 have
been caught, Moraes said.

The fighting ranks among the most
deadly of numerous prison riots across Latin
America in the past decade. Fontes called it
the biggest massacre ever committed at a
prison in the state. Outside, heavily armed
police hunted for inmates who escaped
through a series of tunnels discovered at
the Anisio Jobim penitentiary complex.

Decapitations 
Police finally restored order at the prison

on Monday morning, freeing 12 guards
who had been taken hostage, Fontes said.
They found a horrific scene inside. “Many
(victims) were decapitated, and they all suf-
fered a lot of violence,” he told a news con-
ference. He said the gruesome scene
appeared aimed at sending a message

from the Family of the North (FDN), a pow-
erful local gang, to rivals from the First
Capital Command (PCC), one of Brazil’s
largest gangs.

The PCC’s base is in Sao Paulo, some
2,700 kilometers (1,650 miles) to the south-
east. “During the negotiations (to end the
riot), the prisoners had almost no demands,”
Fontes told local radio network Tiradentes.
“We think they had already done what they
wanted: kill members of the rival organiza-
tion.” It was the latest eruption of horrific
violence to hit Brazil’s underfunded and
overcrowded prisons.

In October, deadly riots broke out at
three prisons,  blamed on f ighting
between members of the country’s two
largest gangs,  the PCC and the Red
Command (CV). During that episode, riot-
ing inmates took visitors hostage, behead-
ed rivals and burned others alive, killing
33 people in all, the authorities said. In
1992, a riot in Sao Paulo’s Carandiru prison
left 111 people dead.

Brazil’s prisons are often controlled by
drug gangs, whose turf wars on the outside
are also fought out among inmates. “There
is a silent war of drug trafficking, and the
state needs to intervene,” Fontes said. “What
did we see in this case? One faction fighting
another because each wants more money.
The fight is for money and space.” Brazil has
struggled for years against a lucrative and
violent drug trade. But jailing drug traffick-
ers has done little to solve the problem. It
may even fuel it, critics say. — AFP 
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NEW YORK: President-elect Donald
Trump announced yesterday he will
nominate lawyer Robert Lighthizer as US
trade representative, picking an experi-
enced trade official who has questioned
the conservative movement’s commit-
ment to free trade. Lighthizer, who
served as deputy USTR under President
Ronald Reagan, would play a key role in
Trump’s trade agenda. The president-
elect has vigorously opposed the 12-
nation Trans-Pacific Partnership pact, but
has said he would ink one-on-one trade
deals with individual countries. Trump
has also signaled a tough stance on trade
with China, including levying a hefty tar-
iff on Chinese imports.

“Ambassador Lighthizer is going to
do an outstanding job representing the
United States as we fight for good trade
deals that put the American worker first,”

Trump said Tuesday in a statement
announcing his pick. “He has extensive
experience striking agreements that
protect some of the most important sec-
tors of our economy, and has repeatedly
fought in the private sector to prevent
bad deals from hurting Americans. He
will do an amazing job helping turn
around the failed trade policies which
have robbed so many Americans of
prosperity.”

Lighthizer, who played a senior role
during Bob Dole’s 1996 campaign, has
more recently worked on trade issues as
a lawyer, representing manufacturing,
agricultural and high-tech companies,
according to his law firm biography.
Lighthizer ’s bio also states that he
focused on “market-opening trade
actions on behalf of US companies seek-
ing access to foreign markets.” — AP 
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