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An Illinois law that takes effect Sunday aims to take
advantage of the trusted relationship between hair-
stylists and their clients to prevent domestic vio-

lence. Stylists, barbers, cosmetologists, estheticians, hair
braiders and nail technicians in Illinois will receive an hour
of mandated abuse-prevention training as part of the
licensing process. The law does not require them to report
any violence, and it shelters them from any liability.
Instead, the training provides beauty professionals with
information about local help and resources they can share
with clients. The Illinois measure appears to be the first of
its k ind in the country, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures.

Hairstylists are well situated to notice signs of abuse,
said Vi Nelson, spokeswoman for the industry group
Cosmetologists Chicago. Abusers "tend to try to find places
where it could be an accident or it's not as visible," Nelson

said. "They may hit them in the back of the head, and
there's a bruise or a bump. The hairdresser is touching you
and can see things that cannot be visible to the casual
observer." Clients and stylists often develop yearslong rela-
tionships, said Karen Gordon, who owns J. Gordon Designs
salon in Chicago.

"We get very close with our clients, even so far to say we
love our clients," she said. "You know people through life's
ups and downs. When people come into a safe environ-
ment like a beauty salon, they tend to open up." State Sen.
Bill Cunningham supported the measure, in part, because
his wife is a former hairstylist whose customers frequently
shared incidents of domestic violence. She "had a difficult
time dealing with these issues when they came up. She
wasn't sure what to tell her clients," said Cunningham, a
Democrat.

That's why the new law was written to connect victims

with services, not to have beauty professionals act as ther-
apists, he said. "The main goal is to get victims of domestic
violence professional help if they want it," he said. "It could
be as simple as providing their client with a phone number.
In maybe more extreme cases it could be putting their
client in touch with a shelter." The domestic violence pre-
vention nonprofit Chicago Says No More said the mandate
was needed because past training efforts never caught on.
The group's founder, Kristie Paskvan, said beauty profes-
sionals are an ideal source to provide help because they
can be more objective than family and friends. "They're lis-
tening and then they can say 'Hey, if you're interested,
here's some information,'" Paskvan said.

State Rep. Fran Hurley of Chicago, who supported the
legislation, said she knows of one Chicago-area salon own-
er who puts business cards for a local anti-domestic vio-
lence group in her beauty shop's bathroom. "You'd be

amazed at how many times she has to replace them," said
Hurley, also a Democrat. "She refills them all the time."
Cosmetologists Chicago helped write the measure so that
it did not require beauty professionals to become involved
or report violence unless they choose. Once that was clari-
fied, Nelson said, the professional response was "over-
whelmingly positive." The first training sessions will be
offered in March at an industry trade show in Chicago.
Gordon has been in the beauty industry for 38 years and
said she thinks she would have used the training if it were
offered earlier in her career. "I wish I'd had the tools," she
said. "I wish I'd had the resources."— AP

Gordon sits in a chair at J Gordon Designs in Chicago. — AP photos Karen Gordon, left, works on the hair of a client at J. Gordon Designs in Chicago. Karen Gordon sits in a chair at J Gordon Designs in
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The 'One Dance' rapper - who is report-
edly dating Jennifer Lopez - has topped
the list of 50 celebrity males beating

'Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them' star
Eddie Redmayne, 34 - who came in second
place and won last year - to the top of the
leader board. On selecting the 30-year-old
hip-hop star, the magazine stated: "He's prov-
ing that it's possible to look cool in an outfit
that, in a cheaper guise, might otherwise nev-
er leave the sofa." 'Girl on the Train' star Luke
Evans was awarded third place and following
shortly behind is martial arts star Conor
McGregor, 28.

Elsewhere, several British celebrities were
listed including 'Late Late Show' host James
Corden, 38, Tom Hiddleston, 35, radio presen-
ter Nick Grimshaw, 32, and 'Sherlock' star
Benedict Cumberbatch, 40. And 'Suicide
Squad' actor Jared Leto also made it into the
top 10, along with 'Money Monster's Jack O
'Connell. Meanwhile, Lukas Graham frontman
Lukas Forchhammer has been named worst-
dressed star.And Orlando Bloom - who is in a
relationship with 'Roar' singer Katy Perry - has
topped the best undressed category. The list
was comprised by staff at the leading publica-
tion along with industry professionals from
the world of fashion and showbiz, such as Sir
Elton John, To Ford, Sir Paul Smith, Dame
Vivienne Westwood, Giorgio Armani and
Sarah Burton.

GQ's Top 10 Best-Dressed Men of 2016 are
as follows [with the full list in the February
issue of the magazine]:

1. Drake
2. Eddie Redmayne
3. Luke Evans
4. Conor McGregor
5. Tom Hiddleston
6. Nick Grimshaw
7. James Corden
8. Benedict Cumberbatch
9. Jared Leto
10. Jack O'Connell — Bang Showbiz

Sure, they can be brusque at times. But
New Yorkers' hearts nearly melted
Sunday when they got a load of the

biggest subway line expansion in 50 years.
"It's beautiful, it's clean, it's bright. And so far,
nobody has seen any rats on the tracks!"
quipped Jay Lerman, a skin doctor.  "When
they talked about it in the 50s they talked
about $500 million. Now, it's 60 years on and
$4 billion later. But it's here!" said the neigh-
borhood resident, referring to the $4.4 billion
pricetag.

Mayor Bill de Blasio and Governor Andrew
Cuomo were there for the opening late
Saturday of three new stations that extend
the Second Avenue subway train from 63rd to
96th Streets up to the posh Upper East Side.
At midday Sunday, the smartphone-wielding
general public rushed in to get a look. And it
was a sight to behold, in a city with an older
system known for its share of darkness and
rodents in the track beds. "We have been talk-
ing about the opening of the stations the way
we were talking about the coming of the
Messiah-whichever comes first!" laughed
retired attorney Ken Klein.

"It has been a difficult 2016 for New
Yorkers and it's a nice start to 2017," he said
referring to the election of President-elect
Donald Trump, a New Yorker. For Tyler
Robbins, "it looks like Paris!"  "They did a
beautiful job," raved the young father who
was bringing his 10-month-old on the train
for the first time. He said he previously had
avoided the subway due to not enough ele-
vators and filth. Angel Aviles, a comic book
artist, was also impressed, after construction
jolted his apartment for ages.

"Now the rumble will be from the trains.
And it's more comforting than a dynamite
sound!" he said. "It's nice to see that New
York is starting to catch up" with European
cities, Aviles added. The walls of the stations
have mosaics including some designed by
artists Chuck Close and Brazil's Vik Muniz.
The extension is just a big start: the line is
set to be extended up to Harlem for another
$6 billion. New York authorities hope it will
speed commute times and reduce over-
crowding. — AFP

Drake has been crowned GQ

magazine's best-dressed man for 2016

In this file photo, Drake performs onstage
in Toronto. — AP

Riders take part in the New Year’s Eve inaugural ride on the new Second Avenue Subway
December 31, 2016 in New York. — AFP 

New York finds a lotta love
for new train line stops

American hospital ity giant Star wood
began managing a hotel owned by the
Cuban mil itar y,  opening one of the

biggest holes in the US trade embargo on Cuba
since Presidents Barack Obama and Raul Castro
declared detente in Dec 2014. The facade of the
186-room Quinta Avenida hotel in Havana's
upscale Miramar neighborhood has been
emblazoned with the logo of Starwood's Four
Points by Sheraton business travel brand and
travelers can now book rooms through
Starwood's website.

The Obama administration permitted the
deal with a special Treasury Department license
and Starwood announced it on the eve of
President Obama's March visit to Cuba. The stat-
ed intention of Obama's normalization of rela-
tions with Cuba is creating more freedom for
ordinary Cubans to operate independently of
their single-party government, which maintains
control of the most aspects of the centrally
planned economy.

Allowing a high-profile US corporation to
work hand-in-hand with the Cuban military
shows both the Obama and Castro governments'
eagerness to build as many economic ties as
possible before the president leaves office, said
Robert Muse, a Washington-based expert on US

law on Cuba. "It certainly goes further and faster
than anyone contemplated," Muse said. "The
Cuban government proved that it can quickly
and decisively deal with the US hospitality sec-
tor. No reason they can't do it again and again
and again."

State Department spokesman Mark Toner
said Starwood's presence would benefit US-
Cuban normalization by providing US visitors
with a safe, well-managed place to stay. He also
said that by contributing to Cuba's tourism sec-
tor it would increase people-to-people
exchanges between Americans and Cubans.
Toner said the US expected a "steady increase" in
similar US business, which helps develop profes-
sional know-how on the island. The hotel is
being gradually refurbished and equipped with
new beds, linens and other amenities. The 180-
member Cuban staff has been re-trained by a
team of 15-20 Starwood managers from other
countries over the last few weeks and will be
permanently supervised by about five Starwood
managers under the terms of the contract.

Wet smell
Starwood officials said they were investing

millions in the rehabilitation of the hotel. They
declined to provide a more specific figure.

Visitors to Cuba frequently and bitterly complain
about the poor quality of the infrastructure and
service in government-run hotels, and online
reviews of the pre-Starwood Quinta Avenida
offered a sampling of the challenges the compa-
ny faces. Though interspersed with some praise,
comments ranged from "hallways with dirty car-
pets full of dust and a wet smell" to "crickets and
cockroaches in some parts of the hotels show
that they weren't cleaning much."

A Gaviota representative declined to com-
ment Tuesday but Pablo Casal, the hotel's gener-
al manager, said he was pleased with the quality
of the hotel staff. "What we're finding is a willing-
ness to understand what we expect and apply it,"
he said. "We're working very hard, above all, to
provide the service that our guests expect." In
the midst of a boom in tourism to Cuba, the
hotel is running at about 80 percent occupancy.
Casal said he hoped to complete the renovation
by the end of the year. In the meantime, reserva-
tions will come with a disclaimer that the hotel is
undergoing rehabilitation. — AP
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This Jan 2, 2007 file photo
shows the Miramar 

section of Havana, Cuba. 
— AP photos

A vintage car passes in front of the Four Points by Sheraton hotel in
Havana, Cuba.

Guests walk in the lobby of the Four Points by Sheraton La Habana
Hotel.


