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PAKISTAN: A Pakistani health worker gives polio vaccine to a child in Quetta
yesterday. —AP

QUETTA, Pakistan: A Pakistani health offi-
cial says a special five-day anti-polio drive
is being launched in the capital of south-
western Baluchistan province after traces
of polio virus were found in the sewer sys-
tem. Syed Faisal Ahmed, the coordinator
for Emergency Operation Centre in
Quetta, said yesterday that some 400,000
children under age five will be immunized

against the deadly virus. He said decision
to launch the special drive was made after
environmental samples in Quetta con-
firmed the presence of the virus. Ahmed
said 1,345 teams will cover 39 local coun-
cils of the city amid tight security. Multiple
anti-polio drives enabled Pakistan to
announce last year that the virus had
largely eliminated. —AP

Anti-polio drive kicks off
in southwestern Pakistan

BANGKOK: A French tourist was bitten by a croco-
dile inside a Thai national park as she tried to get
close to the fearsome animal to take a selfie, an
official said yesterday. The incident took place on
Sunday afternoon in Khao Yai, a popular national
park filled with dense jungle hiking trails and
waterfalls three hours north of Bangkok. “She
wanted to take selfie with the crocodile who was
lying down near a stream,” a park official told AFP,
asking not to be named because he did not have
the authority to speak to the media. 

“It was startled and bit her on her on the leg.”
The official said two crocodiles had made their
home on that particular section of the park for
years with warning signs laid out. “I guess that she
wanted to see it for real,” he added. Local media
posted pictures of park rangers dressed in cam-
ouflage carrying the 47-year-old victim strapped
to a stretcher, a thick bandage wrapped around
her knee.

Another shot showed a ranger pointing to a pool
of blood close to a sign saying in Thai and English
“Danger Crocodile No Swimming”. The victim was
taken to hospital for treatment and is expected to
recover. Siamese crocodiles were once ubiquitous
across South East Asia but their populations have
been decimated in the last century by hunting and
habitat loss.  They are currently listed as critically
endangered on the IUCN’s red list. In Thailand there
are just a handful of wild populations left in central
and western national parks.  Most tourists will only
see them in crocodile parks, many of which have
been criticized by animal rights groups for contro-
versial feeding practices. —AFP

Snap! Selfie-seeking 
tourist bitten by croc

HUAY LAMTAKONG, Thailand: In this handout photo by Thai authorities of the Khao
Yai National Park and taken on January 1, 2017, French national Muriel Benetulier
(partially obscured) is tended to by Thai medics and Park Rangers in Thailand after
she was bitten by a crocodile. —AFP

BEIJING: Beijing and other cities across northern
and central China were shrouded in thick smog
yesterday, prompting authorities to delay dozens
of flights and close highways. The Beijing Municipal
Environmental Protection Bureau extended an
“orange alert” for heavy air pollution for three more
days. Beijing’s smog had initially been forecast to
lift by yesterday. The “orange alert” is the third level,
preceding a “red alert,” in China’s four-tiered warn-
ing system. On Sunday, 25 cities in China issued
“red alerts” for smog, which triggers orders to close
factories, schools and construction sites.

Air pollution readings in northern Chinese
cities were many times above the World Health
Organization-designated safe level of 25 micro-
grams per cubic meter of PM 2.5, the tiny, toxic
particles that damage lung tissue. The readings
exceeded 400 by yesterday afternoon in several
c i t ies  in  the nor thern province of  Hebei .
Expressways in Shijiazhuang, Hebei’s capital,
and more than a half-dozen other cities there
were temporarily closed, according to notices
posted on the of f ic ia l  microblog of  the
province’s traffic police.

In the central city of Zhengzhou, authorities
ordered students from kindergarten through high
school to stay home today because of the smog.
More than 300 flights out of the northern city of
Tianjin were canceled Sunday due to poor visibility.
Authorities have deployed teams of inspectors to
check on polluting factories, reports said. China has
long faced some of the worst air pollution in the
world, blamed on its reliance of coal for energy and
factory production, as well as a surplus of older,
less efficient cars on its roads. Researchers at
Germany’s Max Planck institute have estimated
that smog has led to 1.4 million premature deaths
per year in China, while the nonprofit group
Berkeley Earth in California has had a higher figure,
1.6 million. —AP

China starts 2017 engulfed by 
smog, issues pollution alerts

BEIJING: This combo shows buildings on a polluted day in Beijing on January 1,
2017 (top) and on a clear day on December 23, 2016 (bottom). —AFP

HARTFORD, Connecticut: Katherine
Snedaker says she has had 20 concussions,
the first three decades ago from a car acci-
dent when she was 16. But it wasn’t until her
son suffered a series of concussions in the
sixth grade, around 2008, that she felt com-
pelled to learn all she could about head
injuries to help him recover. During her jour-
ney of learning, she has become a nationally
known advocate for better research, medical
care, and support for girls and women with
brain injuries, including concussions.

She founded her nonprofit advocacy
group PINK Concussions in 2013 in
response to what she discovered was a
lack of information and research on female
concussions. She formed the group during
a yearlong medical leave to treat breast
cancer and while rebuilding her home,
damaged by Superstorm Sandy.

Some studies show females suffer more
concussions than males when playing similar
sports. Doctors agree more research is need-
ed on any gender differences and whether
women experience more severe symptoms
or take longer to recover. Most research has
focused on men, especially dozens of former
football players who died from a degenera-
tive brain disease that has been linked to
concussions. “There’s a lot we don’t know,”
said Snedaker, 49, a licensed clinical social
worker who gave up her regular job to advo-
cate full-time at her own expense. “What I
wanted to do was educate the public.”

Snedaker has sought to keep a light
shining on the need for more research,
better medical care, and more community
support for girls and women with concus-
sions and other brain injuries suffered
through sports, military service, domestic
violence and accidents. She has organized
several conferences that have brought
together medical experts and military
leaders she has met, done dozens of media
interviews, and launched a website - Pink
Concussions - to share information. In
March, Pink Concussions will hold its sec-
ond annual international summit on
female concussions and traumatic brain

injuries; it will be hosted by the National
Institutes of Health.

“Katherine has done a lot of great work as
an activist,” said Dr Zachary Kerr, an assistant
professor in exercise and sport science at the
University of North Carolina and former direc-
tor of the NCAA’s injury surveillance program.
“There are all these different theories out
there about why concussions are higher in
women than in men, but we really don’t know
why,” he said. “We need more data collection.
We need more surveillance at all levels. We
need to get more information out there.”
Snedaker, Kerr and other advocates and doc-
tors are optimistic about a $30 million, three-
year study being done by the NCAA and the
Department of Defense. The study is billed as
the largest ever of concussion in sports,
involving more than 25,000 student athletes.
Preliminary results are expected to be
released in late January. 

International guidelines
Dr Brian Hainline, chief medical officer of

the NCAA, said it also will be the largest-ever
study of female concussions. The results may
lead to sports rule changes and international
guidelines on prevention and treatment, he
said. A major impetus to Snedaker’s activism
has been hearing stories in support groups
and in surveys from women and girls suffer-
ing from concussions. Many shared similar
stories of not healing as fast as people
thought they should, doctors minimizing
their conditions and feeling isolated while
recovering at home, she said.

“These girls had been cycled through the
medical community and kind of spit out,”
Snedaker said. “What totally got me were
these women who were isolated and alone.”
Snedaker said she suffered her concussions in
a series of accidents, but has been lucky not
to develop permanent symptoms. Other
sources of her concussions include a car acci-
dent in college, being hit by a lacrosse ball,
hitting her head on a door frame and slam-
ming her head against a wall while flopping
onto a bed, she said. “These are all total
screw-up accidents,” she said. —AP

Concussions on the Brain: Pushing 
for more research on women


