
SHANGHAI: Brazilian international midfielder Oscar was cheered by sup-
porters of his new Shanghai club yesterday where some media reports said
he would earn nearly $500,000 a week, making him the highest-paid play-
er in the world. Financial details of Oscar’s transfer to Shanghai SIPG from
English Premier League club Chelsea have not been released, but
media reports have suggested Shanghai paid 60 million
euros ($62.6 million) to lure the 25-year-old to the Chinese
super league club. Fans wearing the team’s red and white
colours shouted “Oscar, Oscar!” when the Brazilian arrived
at Shanghai ’s international airport on Monday. He
stopped to sign autographs before being led away by
team officials.  “I think it will definitely enhance the team’s
capabilities,” Shao Lei, a 30-year-old SIPG supporter, said of
the latest Brazilian to sign with the Shanghai club.  “Our
goal is to strive for the championship, nothing else,” he told
Reuters Television. The figures cited in British media
reports would make Oscar the world’s highest paid
player at about 400,000 pounds a week
($490,760).—Reuters
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LONDON: Leicester have sacked long-serving director of
rugby Richard Cockerill and head coach Aaron Mauger will
replace him on an interim basis, the Premiership club said
yesterday. The Tigers lost their last two games against
Exeter and Saracens to drop out of the playoff places and
fall 15 points behind league leaders Wasps. They also suf-
fered a record 38-0 European defeat by Munster last
month. “It is with great sadness and regret that I leave my
position as director of rugby with immediate effect,”
Cockerill said in a statement on the club website. “I still
believe that I am the right person to lead the team at this
present time but respect the Board’s decision to make
change as they see fit in the best interests of the club.”
Cockerill enjoyed two spells with the Tigers during his play-
ing career, making over 250 appearances for the club
before joining the backroom staff in 2004. The former
England hooker was appointed head coach in 2009 and
director of rugby a year later, leading Leicester to a record
10th English top-flight title in 2013.—Reuters

Leicester sack director 
of rugby Richard Cockerill

LONDON: Sampdoria forward Fabio Quagliarella would like to settle down
and end his career at the Genoa-based club after switch-
ing teams several times in his career, he told Sky Sport

yesterday. The former Italy international, capped 25
times, joined Sampdoria in February after 18 months
at Torino. He previously had a one-year spell at the
club in 2006-07.  “I hope, first of all, to extend my con-
tract with Sampdoria because it expires in June ... I
don’t think that there should be problems for the
renewal,” the 33-year-old said.  “For superstition
though I will not say the words ‘end of career’ because
in the past I have changed many shirts,” he added.

Quagliarella, who spent four years with Juventus
from 2010-14, has scored 100 goals in Italy’s

top division.  Sampdoria, 13th in the stand-
ings, travel to third-placed Napoli on

Saturday, their first Serie A game after
the holiday break. — Reuters

Quagliarella wants to 
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Shanghai SIPG fans cheer 
as Oscar arrives in China

PERTH: An emotional Roger Federer made an
impressive comeback to tennis yesterday with
an easy win over Great Britain’s Dan Evans at the
Hopman Cup in Perth. The Swiss champion, who
has been out of action for six months due to
injury, helped his country make a clean sweep of
the tie against the Brits when he cruised to vic-
tory in 61 minutes with scores of 6-3, 6-4.

Teammate Belinda Bencic also beat Heather
Watson before the Swiss pair triumphed in the
dead mixed doubles rubber. The men’s singles
was Federer’s first match after a half-year break
due to knee and back injuries, which saw him
slide out of the top 10 for the first time since late
2002. The 35-year-old, who entered 2017 ranked
16th-his lowest placing since 2001 — admitted
he felt emotional on his return to the court but
said the knee didn’t trouble him at all.

“For a first match it was great, because obvi-
ously expectations were quite low,” he said.  “For
three and four weeks now I have stopped think-
ing of it (the knee). I don’t have any pain. “I am in
a way sad it (the comeback) is over, because I
enjoyed it so much, I feel a bit relieved but sad.”

Despite plenty of practice in Dubai in recent
weeks, Federer said it was important to test him-
self in an actual match. He first hurt his knee
after a semi-final loss to Novak Djokovic at the
Australian Open in January while filling a bath
for his children.

He required minor surgery on a torn menis-
cus and was then hampered by a back injury
which forced him out of the French Open.

The 17-time Grand Slam singles champion
then suffered another knee complaint at
Wimbledon in his semi-final loss to Milos Raonic,
before electing to rest for the remainder of the
year. But there were immediate signs of the
Federer class against the 66th-ranked Evans, as
he opened the match with an ace and then
reeled off a couple of superb passing shots in
the fourth game.

Playing in front of a crowd of 13,684, a record
for a tennis match in Perth, Federer delighted
the fans when he broke Evans in the sixth game
to take control of the first set.

He will face emerging German teenager
Alexander Zverev on Wednesday in a much-
anticipated match-up.

FRANCE BEATS GERMANY 
After Federer gave Switzerland the lead,

Bencic secured the tie with a three-set win over
Watson, 7-5, 3-6, 6-2. In the Fast Four mixed dou-
bles, Federer and Bencic made quick work of the
match, winning, 4-0, 4-1.

Earlier, cagey veteran Richard Gasquet led
France to a 2-1 win over Germany. Gasquet beat
rising star Alexander Zverev 7-5, 6-3 in their
men’s singles match and then teamed with
Kristina Mladenovic to win the deciding mixed
doubles rubber.

Germany had earlier taken the lead when
Andrea Petkovic benefited from an early arrival
in Australia and an unorthodox preparation to
put in a quality per formance against
Mladenovic, winning 6-2, 6-1.

“I normally spend Christmas with the family
but I decided it was time to make a sacrifice,”
said Petkovic. “I spent Christmas in Melbourne
watching Seinfeld and eating burgers, but it has
paid off.”— AFP

Federer returns in style 
to beat Evans at Hopman

PERTH: Roger Federer of Switzerland hits a return against Dan Evans of Britain during their
fourth session men’s singles match on day two of the Hopman Cup tennis tournament in Perth
yesterday. — AFP

SHENZHEN: Agnieszka Radwanska of Poland hits a return during her match against
Duan Ying-Ying of China at the WTA Shenzhen Open in Shenzhen, in China’s south-
ern Guangdong province yesterday. — AFP

BEIJING: Top seed and defending cham-
pion Agnieszka Radwanska of Poland
scraped a hard-fought 6-2, 6-7(4), 7-5 vic-
tory against lower-ranked Ying-Ying
Duan at the WTA Shenzhen Open yester-
day to advance to the second round. 

Radwanska, ranked third in the world,
took nearly two and a half hours to over-
come a stiff challenge from her 103rd-
ranked Chinese opponent, winning few-
er of her first service points but slam-
ming down seven aces to Duan’s four.
The Pole saved three match points in the
third set on her way to claiming victory.  

Second seed Simona Halep of
Romania triumphed in a three-set thriller
6-1, 3-6, 6-3 over Jelena Jankovic of
Serbia, formerly the world’s top-ranked

female player.
Halep bounced back after a second-

set loss to win a place in the second
round against Katerina Siniakova, who
defeated hometown favourite Shuai
Peng 6-3, 7-5. 

Third seed Johanna Konta of Britain
made a strong start to the tournament
with a dominant 6-2, 6-0 performance
over Caga Buyukakcay, taking less than
an hour to defeat her Turkish opponent. 

Konta enters 2017 as a top ten player
for the first time in her career. She will
face 27-year-old American veteran Vania
King. Fourth seed Timea Bacsinszky of
Switzerland pulled out of the tourna-
ment yesterday due to an abdominal
injury.  —AFP

Radwanska survives  
battle in Shenzhen

BRISBANE: Spanish superstar Rafael Nadal
hopes a dramatic change to his longstand-
ing schedule will lead to success in the
Australian Open later this month.

After opening his season in Doha for
seven of the past eight years, Nadal has this
year opted to begin his Melbourne cam-
paign at the Brisbane International.

It will be the first time since Sydney in
2009 that Nadal will  have played an
Australian ATP tournament in the lead-up
to the year’s first Grand Slam. The 30-year-
old said he decided to change his schedule
to give himself the best chance of acclima-
tising to the Australian summer.

“Doha has worked well for me in the
past but Brisbane will help me adapt and
get used to Australian conditions, which
are a little bit tougher because of the
weather,” he said on arrival in Brisbane on
Monday. “Every year is different. All the
players are changing schedules,” he added.
“Being here in Brisbane is good news for
me. I like Australia. Last year I decided

already to come here before. “I don’t know
if that’s going to help me better or not-I’ll
tell you after Melbourne.”

Nadal arrived in Brisbane after winning
the Mubadala World Tennis Championship
exhibition tournament in Abu Dhabi on
Saturday, proving he has recovered from
the wrist injury that plagued him in 2016.

“I played well in Abu Dhabi. I played
three good matches and that’s important
for me,” he said. “Last year I was playing
great but I got injured in the worst moment
possible. “I’m happy to be back in competi-
tion again. Abu Dhabi was a good start. I
need to continue that way.”

A relaxed Nadal, who moments earlier
had been swamped by fans as he held a
koala outside the Queensland Tennis
Centre, insisted that if he was fully fit he
could add to his tally of 14 Grand Slam sin-
gles titles. “I cannot predict the future (but)
I can say if I am healthy, I believe that I can
do it,” he said. “If not, I will be at home fish-
ing.” — AFP

BRISBANE: French Open champion Garbine
Muguruza finished off a first-round match for
the first time at the Brisbane International, and
extended Sam Stosur’s unhappy run in the
process with a 7-5, 6-7 (2), 7-5 win yesterday.

The fourth-seeded Muguruza saved three set
points in the first and rallied from a break down
in the third to finish off in 2 hours, 45 minutes on
a humid afternoon. In two previous trips to the
season-opening tournament, Muguruza strug-
gled with injuries and hadn’t completed a
match. “It was a battle,” Muguruza said. Stosur
“played very well today. She served like a beast.
It took three hours for that battle to see what
happens in the end.” Muguruza beat Stosur in
the French Open semifinals last year and went
on to beat then No. 1 ranked Serena Williams in

the final to claim her first major title.
The loss extended a slump for Stosur, the 32-

year-old Australian who hasn’t won a competi-
tive singles match since the first round of the US
Open in September and hasn’t advanced past
the second round at her home tournament in
Queensland state.

No. 5 Svetlana Kuznetsova, No. 6 Elina
Svitolina and No. 8 Roberta Vinci were among
the women’s seeds advancing today.

Svitolina, the only player to beat both Serena
Williams and Angelique Kerber in 2016, opened
with a 6-3, 6-3 win over Olympic champion
Monica Puig.

Kuznetsova beat American Louisa Chirico 6-2
6-4 and Vinci was pushed all the way in a 7-6 (4),
6-7 (4), 7-6 (5) win over qualifier Kateryna

Bondarenko. American qualifier Asia
Mohammed advanced with a 7-6 (5), 6-1 win
over Donna Vekic, and Zhang Shuai of China
beat Laura Siegemund 4-6, 7-6 (3), 6-3. In the
men’s draw, another of Australia’s local hopes
went out in the first round with No. 8-seeded
David Ferrer beating error-prone Bernard Tomic
6-3, 7-5. Nicolas Mahut advanced to the second
round with a 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 win over fellow
Frenchman Stephane Robert and Kyle Edmond
held off American qualifier Ernesto Escobedo 7-6
(4), 7-6 (6).

In a late match interrupted by thunderstorms,
seventh-seeded Grigor Dimitrov needed three
match points before beating Steve Johnson 6-2,
6-3 on center court. Play on outside courts was
postponed for today. — AP

Muguruza beats Stosur at 
Brisbane International

BRISBANE: Garbine Muguruza of Spain hits a return against Samantha Stosur of Australia in the women’s round one at the Brisbane
International tennis tournament in Brisbane yesterday. —AFP

Nadal hopes schedule 
change brings success

BRISBANE: Rafael Nadal of Spain takes part in a training session at the Brisbane
International tennis tournament in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP


