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Meanwhile, the sports crisis returned to the National
Assembly yesterday after the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) bluntly rejected a Kuwait government
request to temporarily lift a 14-month suspension in return
for a pledge to amend Kuwaiti sports legislation within
two months. Several MPs led by Islamist opposition law-
maker Waleed Al-Tabtabaei threatened to grill Minister of
Information and Youth Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah if the suspension is not lifted.

MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain said the Assembly’s sports
and youth committee will hold a lengthy meeting with the
minister today to review the situation and how to act after
the IOC’s letter. The IOC, FIFA and several international
sports federations suspended Kuwait from international
sports in Oct 2015 over the government’s alleged interfer-
ence in sports and for violating the Olympic Charter.

Following the election of the new Assembly, it was
agreed that the government will pledge to amend the con-
troversial legislation within two months and then request
the IOC to lift the suspension immediately. The IOC turned
down in a letter dated Dec 31 to Sheikh Salman the
Kuwaiti request to lift the suspension temporarily, saying
that it will not be in a position to reconsider Kuwait’s situa-
tion unless Kuwait has taken three important steps:

Firstly, it should finalize the revision of sports laws
and make them fully compatible with the Olympic
Charter. Secondly, to reinstate with immediate effect all
bodies of the Kuwait Olympic Committee and sports fed-
erations and clubs that were dissolved by the sports

authority a few months ago and which are recognized by
international sports organizations. Thirdly, to withdraw
with immediate effect all pending legal actions initiated
by Kuwait against IOC and international federations.
Babtain considered this as a roadmap from IOC to
resolve the sports crisis, while Tabtabaei called on the
minister to respond positively to the three demands of
the IOC. Tabtabaei said he will wait until January 11, the
ultimatum given by the Asian Football Federation to
Kuwait, and if no steps are taken, he will file to grill the
minister. The lawmaker said that the number of MPs
needed to support a no-confidence motion against the
minister is available. If this is true, such a vote will auto-
matically dismiss the minister. MP Safa Al-Hashem said
on her Twitter account that the minister is required to
reinstate the dissolved sports bodies, withdraw all court
cases and then step down.

Separately, the court of cassation yesterday accepted a
request by the government to freeze the application of a
verdict by the lower and appeals courts that ordered the
government to return the revoked citizenship of media
owner Ahmad Jabr Al-Shimmari and his children.
Shimmari, the owner of Al-Youm television and Alam Al-
Youm newspaper, both shut by the government, won
orders from the criminal court that his citizenship should
be reinstated two years after it was revoked. The ruling was
supported by the appeals court which ordered that the cit-
izenship should be returned immediately. As the case went
to the cassation court, the last stage of the lawsuit, the
government asked the court to suspend implementing the
decision until its ruling on the case.

Customs chief ‘sacked’ over booze...

IS claims Istanbul attack, gunman at large
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Brazil’s prisons are often under the de facto control of
drug gangs, whose turf wars on the outside are also fought
out among inmates. “There is a silent war of drug trafficking,
and the state needs to intervene,” Fontes said. “What did we
see in this case? One faction fighting another, because each
wants more money. The fight is for money and space.”

Brazil has struggled for years against a lucrative and
violent drug trade. But jailing drug traffickers has done
little to solve the problem. It may even fuel it, critics say.

Human rights groups have long complained about the
conditions in Brazilian prisons. Some 622,000 people
were imprisoned in Brazil as of the end of 2014, most of
them black males, according to a justice ministry report.
That makes it the world’s fourth-largest prison popula-
tion, the report said, after the United States, China and
Russia. Brazil’s prisons need 50 percent more capacity to
handle the current number of inmates, the justice min-
istry report found. There were 1.67 prisoners for every
available space, it said. In Amazonas state, the figure was
2.59 prisoners for every space. — AFP 

60 killed, beheaded in Brazil riot 
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New York City Mayor Ed Koch, who served from 1978 to
1989. The me-first attitude that defined the 1980s “has
long been a part of who Trump is,” Arzt added.

In the 1980s, as Trump came of age as a public figure, he
opened up a refurbished Grand Hyatt on 42nd Street, took
over the long-stalled renovation of Central Park’s ice skating
rink and purchased the New York-area team in the fledgling
United States Football League. He fashioned himself into a
regular in the gossip pages, playing the city’s tabloids off
each other as he promoted his personal brand. He also took
his first steps onto the national media stage, making his
debut on “60 Minutes” in 1985. The long-running news
magazine broadcast has continued to hold a special place
in his heart. Several times at rallies, Trump invoked a “60
Minutes” segment he had just watched and he gave his first
post-election interview to the show last month. That show
was at its apex in the ratings in the 1980s.

Time Magazine, which also wielded significant clout in
the 1980s, also has remained an obsession for Trump. The
celebrity businessman, who complained in recent years
that he wasn’t named the magazine’s Person of the Year,
received the award in 2016. He called it a “very, very great
honor”. That marked his eighth time on the cover this year
alone - something that Trump would brag about during
campaign rallies. He has taken to giving out autographed
copies of the cover to visitors, including rapper Kanye West.

But while West is a current megastar, Trump mostly
chose to trot out 1980s celebrities during his campaign,
even if many of them had seen their star fade in the ensu-
ing 30 years. Knight, the former Indiana University basket-
ball coach who captured college basketball national titles
in 1981 and 1987 but was later fired for attacking a stu-
dent, became a favorite sidekick. He first appeared with
Trump during the spring’s Indiana primary and reappeared
at rallies in the Midwest during the general election stretch

run. “One of the reasons I won: Bobby Knight! That’s the
gold standard, right?” Trump exclaimed in August.

King, the flamboyant boxing promoter who hyped Mike
Tyson’s 1980s fights, was also saluted by Trump as “a phe-
nomenal person” despite a conviction for manslaughter.
King appeared with Trump in September at a Cleveland
church and stood with the president-elect last week while
Trump was answering questions from the press at his Palm
Beach resort.

Trump has been drawn to other 1980s stars. Tyson
endorsed the celebrity businessman. Actor Scott Baio, an
outspoken Trump supporter, reached the zenith of his
fame in the 1980s with the shows “Happy Days” and
“Charles in Charge.” And on Saturday, actor Sylvester
Stallone - who starred in three “Rambo” movies and two
“Rocky” sequels in the 1980s - was a star guest at Trump’s
New Year’s Eve bash at Mar-a-Lago, the lush Florida estate
Trump bought in 1985 two years after he opened Trump
Tower on Fifth Avenue in New York.

Much of Trump’s political philosophy was formed in the
1980s too. In 1987 as he first floated running for president,
he took out a full page ad wondering why the U.S. was
“paying to defend countries that can afford to defend
themselves.” His frequent depictions of inner cities as dan-
gerous and crime-ridden seem to to harken to the crack-
plagued life of urban areas in the 1980s, more than the
largely safer big cities of today.

In “The Art of the Deal,” he voiced positions on trade he
still holds today. That book, which made him a household
name when it was published in 1987, also holds many of
the principles that guided Trump’s business career - and,
decades later, his bombastic campaign for the White
House. “I play into people’s fantasies,” he wrote. “People
may not always think big themselves, but they can still get
very excited by those who do. That’s why a little hyperbole
never hurts. People want to believe that something is the
biggest and the greatest and the most spectacular.”  — AP  

For Trump, the 1980s still hold relevance
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The IS statement said the attack was in response to
Turkey’s military intervention against the jihadists in war-
ravaged Syria where Turkish troops are pressing on with a
four-month incursion to oust IS militants from the border
area. Turkey is also spearheading a ceasefire plan with
Russia to form a basis for peace talks on Syria. But after a
cabinet meeting in Ankara chaired by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, the government vowed that the operation
in Syria, dubbed Euphrates Shield, would continue.

“This was a message for our cross-border operations,
above all the Euphrates Shield,” said Deputy Prime Minister
Numan Kurtulmus. “We will carry on our cross-border oper-
ations and Euphrates Shield and with determination,” he
added. After a lightning successful start to the operation
recapturing towns from IS including Jarabulus, the Turkish
military has taken dozens of casualties as it tries to capture
Al Bab where IS has put up a stronger fight to remain in
control. Arriving by taxi at the plush Reina nightclub on the
shores of the Bosphorus, the gunman produced a weapon,
reportedly a Kalashnikov, and shot dead a policeman and
civilian at the entrance. He then fired off four magazines
containing a total of 120 bullets around the club which
was filled with an estimated 700 people. Terrified guests
flung themselves into the freezing waters of the Bosphorus
in panic.

But after changing clothes, the gunman left the night-
club in the ensuing chaos and has managed to evade secu-
rity forces. There were no reports that security services had
come close to detaining the gunman but Kurtulmus said
physical and fingerprint data had been obtained. “It is a dif-
ficult investigation,” he said, vowing to “speedily” identify
the attacker and “if there are outside supporters and the
forces behind them”.

Kurtulmus said anti-terror police have detained eight
suspects. But there was no indication of their relationship
to the attacker and the minister did not comment on the IS
claim. Hurriyet daily said investigators believe the gunman
may be from the Central Asian states of Kyrgyzstan or
Uzbekistan. The attacker may be linked to the same cell
that in June carried out a triple suicide bombing and gun
attack at Istanbul’s Ataturk airport blamed on IS that left 47
people dead, the paper added. But pro-government daily
Yeni Akit caused a furore on social media with a headline
declaring the United States was the “number one suspect”

over the attack. Twelve Turks were killed in the attack
alongside 27 foreigners, including one Belgian-Turkish
dual national. Sixty-five people were wounded. 

The foreigners who died - most of them from Arab
countries and including Muslims - had come to the club to
celebrate a special night in style. They included three
Lebanese nationals, two Jordanians and three Iraqis, offi-
cials in their respective countries said. At least one German
was killed.

A Canadian woman, a Russian woman and a teenage
Arab Israeli were also among the dead. Turkish press
reports said at least seven Saudi nationals died but this has
yet to be confirmed by Riyadh. Indian film producer Abis
Rizvi, son of a former MP, was also among those killed,
prompting tributes from the Bollywood community. The
attack evoked memories of the Nov 2015 carnage in Paris
when IS militants unleashed a gun and bombing rampage
on nightspots in the French capital, killing 130 people
including 90 at the Bataclan concert hall.

“I think back to those moments, I can’t erase them from
my memory,” survivor Yusuf Kodat from Alsace in France
told AFP as he returned to the scene of the attack by the
Bosphorus. “The people panicking, the blood, the noise of
the gunshots, the explosions. That’s what I keep on think-
ing about,” Kodat said. 

A Kuwaiti national was killed and five others wounded
in the attack, said Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled
Suleiman Al-Jarallah. Four of the injured are currently
receiving treatment, while the fifth left the hospital after
recovery, he told KUNA. He added that the Kuwaiti con-
sulate in Istanbul and its embassy in Ankara are constantly
following up the citizens’ health.

Turkish authorities are investigating people who were
at the site when the attack occurred, he said, adding that
“our consulate is following up these investigations”.
Jarallah reiterated Kuwait’s condemnation and denounce-
ment of such heinous acts of terrorism. He also affirmed
that Kuwait rejects all forms and manifestations of terror-
ism, and stands side by side with Turkey in all measures
taken to counter and uproot terrorism.

Kuwaiti Consul General in Istanbul Mohammad Fahd Al-
Mohammad said under the instructions of First Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, a team has been set up to care
for and communicate with those wounded and their fami-
lies, he told KUNA. — Agencies 

A man walks with his camel across the Liwa desert, some 250 km west of the Gulf emirate of Abu Dhabi, dur-
ing the Liwa 2017 Moreeb Dune Festival yesterday. The festival, which attracts participants from around the
Gulf region, includes a variety of races (cars, bikes, falcons, camels and horses) and other activities aimed at
promoting the country’s folklore. — AFP 


