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KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways, the official national
carrier of the State of Kuwait, has an extra reason
to celebrate the New Year, in 2017, with the sec-
ond of 10 Boeing 777-300ER aircraft ordered
arriving in Kuwait on 1st January. With the first
aircraft welcomed less than a month ago,
December 2016, Kuwait Airways remains on
schedule to have all 10 aircraft received and in
commercial service by the end of Q3 2017.

The new arrival will be the second aircraft to
bear the dynamic new livery of Kuwait Airways -
as revealed in October last year - and as is the
tradition with the airline, the aircraft has been
named. Following the island theme of the first
aircraft’s naming, the second B777-300ER will be
called ‘Um Almaradim’ - after the Kuwaiti island
situated near its maritime border with Saudi
Arabia. 

Historically, Um Almaradim was a busy hub
for maritime trade and for pearl diving - the
deep waters surrounding the island allowing for
large ships to land close to its shores. Um
Almaradim Island was also the first Kuwaiti terri-
tory to be liberated after the 1991 invasion.

Kuwait Airways’ new B777-300ER fleet will ini-
tially be deployed on high traffic routes on its
network, including: London, New York, Paris and
Bangkok. As the remaining B777-300ER aircraft
join the fleet, it is expected that other long-haul
routes on the airline’s network will also be
served by the new aircraft.

Step forward
Commenting ahead of the arrival of the sec-

ond Boeing 777-300ER, Rasha Al-Roumi,
Chairperson and CEO of Kuwait Airways, said:
“The delivery of the second Boeing 777-300ER is

another significant step forward for Kuwait
Airways and yet another milestone achieved on
our five-year transformation plan.” 

“The second aircraft’s arrival is further proof
of the support that all stakeholders share in real-
izing the vision of having a prominent, official
national carrier that is both the pride of a nation
and a strong ambassador for Kuwait, within the
global and aviation community,” Roumi added. 

According to airline sources, the arrival of the
remaining eight Boeing 777-300ER aircraft, to be
delivered before the end of September 2017, is
part of a larger “fleet acquisition plan” that will
see the addition of 10 A350 and 15 A320neo air-

craft arrive, between 2019 and 2021.  At the con-
clusion of the airline’s transformation plan
(2021), Kuwait Airways has claimed it will have
the youngest commercial airline fleet in the
world. 

One of the airline’s immediate-term priorities
has been to increase market share by enhancing
its services on existing routes and this will cer-
tainly be supported through the deployment of
the new aircraft and their onboard features.
Going forward, the arrival of the Boeing 777-
300ER (the “ER” standing for “extended range”),
will also allow Kuwait Airways to look at adding
more non-stop, long-haul routes to its network.

Kuwait Airways celebrates New Year
with arrival of second Boeing 777-300ER
Aircraft is second of 10 ordered; all to be received by Q3 2017

KUWAIT: The Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC) will offer support to the
recently-founded Kuwait Integrated
Petrochemical Industries Company (KIPIC),
due to a cooperation protocol both signed
yesterday.

The KIPIC, a relatively nascent company,
is in need of logistic and technical services
during the initial period of the foundation,
the KNPC said in a statement.

The protocol allows the KIPIC to exploit
the operational and services contracts of
the KNPC for a three-year renewable peri-
od, it added. The statement quoted the
CEO of the KNPC Mohammad Ghazi Al-
Mutairi as saying that his company would
do its best to support the KIPIC over the
foundation period.

Meanwhile, the CEO of the KIPIC Hashim
Hashim said that they would coordinate
with the KNPC over the coming period in a
way that does not contravene with the lat-
ter’s plans and schedule of bids. The KIPIC
was founded two months ago to serve as
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC)’s sub-

sidiary that runs refining and petrochemi-
cal projects, including running and execut-
ing the integration project between the
refining and petrochemical complex in Al-
Zour, which includes Al-Zour Refinery, a
petrochemical complex and a Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) importing facility.

LPG prices
In other news, Kuwait Petroleum

Corporation (KPC) yesterday announced
new prices of Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) for the month of January. The price of
Propane will be sold at $435 per metric ton
and Butane will be sold at $495 per metric
ton, KPC said in a statement.

Propane or Butane are flammable mix-
tures of hydrocarbon gases; they are used
as fuel in heating appliances, cooking
equipment, and vehicles. Prices of liquefied
gases are affected by international oil
prices, the performance of the US dollar
against other main currencies, natural dis-
asters, economic crises and geopolitical
factors. — KUNA

KNPC, KIPIC sign
cooperation protocol 

KUWAIT: CEO of the KNPC Mohammad Ghazi Al-Mutairi (right) and CEO of the KIPIC
Hashim Hashim shake hands after signing the cooperation protocol. —KUNA

KU to re-evaluate its
buildings’ air environment 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) and Kuwait University (KU)
yesterday signed a contract on evaluating
internal environmental health for the build-
ings and labs of KU. KISR’s Director General
Sameera Al-Sayyed said in press remarks
that this two-year project aims at reaching
a comprehensive evaluation of the internal
air quality and performance of air condi-
tioning systems at a convenient level and
sufficient quality for closed places. KISR has
conducted a series of similar studies and
projects in order to evaluate and resolve
the problems related to environmental

health in closed buildings, and their effects
on the human’s health, she said. KISR is
capable of working on such studies as it
has a group of specialized experts, labs and
equipment in this fields, she affirmed.

Sayyed expressed her thanks and appre-
ciation to Kuwait University ’s Director
General and all its employees, as well as all
those responsible for conducting this proj-
ect. Meanwhile, Kuwait University Rector Dr
Hussein Al-Ansari stressed the university’s
keenness in providing a convenient and
healthy working environment for all stu-
dents and workers. —KUNA


