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Iwant to start this article on a positive note, and
would like to wish all my readers and their families
a Happy New Year. Spending time with family

around the holiday is a cherished blessing that we
should all be very grateful for. Legal family issues can
be very sensitive for the family to discuss openly, but
I personally think that a healthy family that cherishes
healthy relationships should discuss legal matters
that may arise from misfortunes in the future, like
having to deal with inheritance laws. 

Having a death in the family is not easy to bear,
and even those who have lost loved ones before
can’t understand what you are going through.
Everyone deals with things differently, and I can
imagine how hard it would be to deal with a lawyer
while you are mourning. Today I will answer ques-
tions related to this matter in hopes that families will
be more open to the idea of discussing such issues. 

Which law?
Question: Fortunately, my family comes from dif-

ferent religions and different backgrounds - which
law will apply to us, should there be a family death? 

Fajer: This depends greatly on who has passed
away and where they are from, and whether the
dead person has made a will or not. In Kuwait, Shiite
and Sunni courts deal with inheritance differently.
The matter is very complicated and it is not some-
thing that you want to find out at a time of mourn-
ing. This is why I always suggest for my clients to see
a lawyer before anything happens and to ask these
questions and to understand what law applies to
them or what law they would like to be applied to
them, so they have the full picture. I also suggest
they hire a lawyer before anything happens, so when
an unfortunate event takes place, they are prepared. 

Inheritance’s distribution
Question: We are a Kuwaiti family. Is it true that

men get twice as much as women when it comes to
inheritance? How can we avoid this? How is this fair?

Fajer: This is true for children or for brothers and
sisters. A brother will receive twice as much as a sis-
ter. Although this is by law, lawyers can assist parents
who would like their children to have approximately
equal amounts with other legal procedures that they
can do prior to death, to ensure that when they do
pass away, their daughters/sons will receive a fair
share of the inheritance. 

Many Muslim scholars say that although there is
no equality between the two genders under law
when it comes to inheritance, it is still fair because
by law, a man is required to take full responsibility of
his family financially, including his wife. So if a
grandparent passes away and has two sons and two
daughters, the wealth will be divided into three
parts - one for each son, and one part to be shared
by the two daughters. The daughters though will not
have to share this amount with their children,
whereas the man should share the amount with his
wife and children. 

A will
Question: I am not Kuwaiti but I would like to

make a will for my wife to manage all my belongings
in Kuwait should something happen to me in the
future. Can I do this? 

Fajer: Yes, you could, but this depends on what
law applies to you or what law you have your mar-
riage under. If the applicable law prohibits your wife
from managing your wealth in Kuwait, then you
could give her the right through the Kuwaiti courts or
have the will written in your country but notarized in
Kuwait.

For any legal questions, queries or if you need
legal assistance, email ask@fajerthelawyer.com

Inheritance 
law in Kuwait

Legalese

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The total number of expats working for the
private sector amounts to 1,403,457, according to offi-
cial statistics as of Dec 31, 2016, said Abdullah Al-
Motoutah, Acting Director of the Public Authority for
Manpower. The total number of residency visa trans-
fers made as of that date was 197,000, residency
renewals totaled 797,000 and 47,000 residency cancel-
lations for departure were processed. 

Motoutah also noted that the total number of
employers’ violations was 1,091, and that the joint
committee for reorganizing expatriate labor arrested
1,238 people, including 1,076 wandering handymen,
151 peddlers and 11 beggars. Motoutah said the total
number of complaints filed by laborers was 11,000, of
which 4,204 were amicably resolved. 

Customer verification
From Jan 1, 2017, Kuwait Shared Electronic Banking

Services Company (K-Net) started activating a new
customer verification technology will be used by
adding more security elements and a special verifica-
tion code to transactions worth KD 25 and higher. K-

Net CEO Abdullah Al-Ajmi said customers will no
longer be able to use their cards for online shopping
or paying bills unless they have their information
updated with their banks, especially their mobile
phone number, on which the bank will text clients a
secret onetime code. Ajmi said 230 million cash with-
drawals and online shopping and POS transactions
were made in 2016, with a total value of KD 15 billion. 

Budget imbalance
Acting Chairman of the State Audit Bureau Adel Al-

Saraawi warned that the government still did not
resolve the state budget structure imbalance amidst
a number of variables including the fall in state rev-
enues due to the continuation of an international
drop in oil prices. Addressing both powers’ remarks
on the State Audit Bureau report, Saraawi said oil rev-
enues formed 88.6 percent of 2015-2016 total rev-
enues, compared to the huge expenditure, on top of
which was payroll at KD 9.2 billion - 76.5 percent of
oil revenues. He added payrolls totaled KD 8.7 billion
in 2014-2015 and KD 8.2 billion in 2013-2014. “This
indicates a deficit growth of KD 5.98 billion as per the
2015-2016 budget,” he underlined, noting that the

deficit was covered from the state’s general reserves,
with an increase of 119.6 percent compared to the
deficit in 2014-2015. 

Egyptian strawberries
Manager of the imported food department Ayyad

Al-Mutairi said on recommendations made by the
higher committee for food safety, preventive measures
imposed on importing Egyptian strawberries were lift-
ed and imports were allowed after conducting routine
lab tests on both fresh and frozen strawberries. Mutairi
added that the municipality allows Egyptian strawber-
ry imports on condition that shipments are accompa-
nied by special certificates from the Egyptian ministry
of agriculture stating that it is free of the hepatitis A
virus, in addition to testing specimens after arrival in
Kuwait to make sure they are safe for human con-
sumption. 

Remanded
A court yesterday ordered a chef accused of mur-

dering a ruling family member, his friend and his
Asian maid, to be remanded in custody after he con-
fessed to committing the crime. 

1,403,457 expats working in
private sector by year end

SHANGHAI: Kuwait expressed a desire to follow the foot-
steps of the Chinese city of Shanghai, the world’s finan-
cial center, in pursuing the right paths to a better trade,
investment and economy, Kuwaiti embassy in China said
yesterday. 

Kuwaiti Ambassador to China Samih Johar Hayat

expressed this keenness during a meeting he held with
Shanghai Mayor Yang Xiong and a number of senior offi-
cials. Shanghai is one of the four direct-controlled munici-
palities of the People’s Republic of China. It is the most
populous city in the world. It is a global financial center
and has the world’s busiest container port. —KUNA

Kuwait to follow footsteps of
Shanghai as world’s financial hub

SHANGHAI: Kuwaiti Ambassador to China Samih Johar Hayat meets with senior Chinese officials. —KUNA

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Commuters in Kuwait using
public transport saw an increase in some
fares from January 1. A popular private
bus operator increased its ticket prices
from 250 fils to 300 fils, but the govern-
ment-owned Kuwait Public Transport
Company and another privately-owned
transport company have refrained from
doing so. An official at KPTC said there
were no plans to increase KPTC bus fares
presently, but some commuters - and driv-
ers -  worr y that an across-the -board
increase is likely. 

The fare hikes follow the government’s
decision in September to increase petrol
prices, an unpopular move that led to the
dissolution of parl iament.  “ The fare
increase was bad news for me because I
frequently take the bus,” lamented Roy T,
an Indian salesman working in Kuwait. “In
fact, I take the bus more than six times
daily to travel from one place to another.
Imagine the problems I have to face finan-
cially due to this sudden increase,” he told
Kuwait Times.

Yvonne Florentino, 43, a Filipino com-

muter, is not bothered by the increase.
However, she was annoyed when the
dr iver  demanded 300 f i l s  in  exac t
change. “I am not worried as it’s only a 50
fils increase, and I rarely take the bus,”
she said. “My workplace is near my house
in Hawally. The only problem I encoun-
tered was with a driver. It is not possible
to carry exact change all the time. Thank
God a Filipina gave me (the extra) 50 fils,”
she said. 

Yvonne said bus drivers and even pas-
sengers should be ready with loose
change. “If you are the bus driver, please
do not insist on passengers to provide you
with change - you should be the one pro-
viding us the change. If you are a passen-
ger, always keep 50 fils in your pocket. I
think the problem of loose coins will con-
tinue if the company drivers themselves
are unprepared,” she said. 

Binu, another commuter from India,
who is a regular passenger, said he rides
the bus four times daily. So for him, it is an
increase of about 200 fils a day. “When you
multiply it by around 30 days, it is roughly
an increase of about KD 6. My salary hasn’t
increased, but my fares have,” he rued. 

Commuters face bus fare increase

KUWAIT: This undated file photo shows commuters take a public transporta-
tion bus in Kuwait City.

Drainage outlets
closed near Kuwait Bay

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: In collaboration with the Ministry of Public Works
(MPW), the Environment Public Authority (EPA) yesterday
closed two sewage drainage outlets which discharged into
Kuwait Bay near the Free Trading Zone after tests proved
that the drained water contained polluters. EPA also
stressed that it continues to take samples from various
sewer drainage outlets, especially at FTZ where there are
12 outlets, as polluters were found in four of them. In addi-
tion, EPA set a timetable to examine all sewer outlets along
Kuwait Bay’s coast.  Article 108 of the environmental pro-
tection law states that hazardous activities affecting the
environment are strictly banned within the Kuwait Bay
area, especially draining sewage water, industrial waste,
burying wastes that can block navigation lines, building
fishing traps or fish farms, building chalets and fishing. 

Polling results
Constitutional court chancellors Khaled Al-Waqian and

Ibrahim Al-Saif were assigned to re-open and examine the
recent parliamentary election boxes yesterday after a num-
ber of candidates challenged the polling results.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry ’s
General Traffic Department began
implementing article 63 of law number
8/2010, which punishes people using
the parking spots designated for dis-
abled persons for a one-month jail sen-
tence and/or a KD 100 fine. On the first
day after the law went into effect last
Sunday, traffic department carried out
several traffic campaigns resulting in
issuing 104 traffic citation for use of the
said parking spots; 21 in Farwaniya, 15
in Ahmadi, 21 in Hawally, 10 in
Mubarak Al-Kabeer, 20 in the Capital
and 17 in Jahra. 

Repeated offenses could also result
in suspending the driver’s license for a
month and impounding his/her vehicle
for two months, the ministry’s Relations
and Security Information Department
said in a statement yesterday. 

Liquor possession
Hawally police arrested an Indian

man for liquor possession. The sus-
pect was seen in Meidan Hawally,
and when he was approached by
police, he attempted to drive away.
He was chased and forced to pull
over, and then arrested after police
found 154 liquor bottles inside his
vehicle. He was sent to concerned
authorities.

104 disabled parking violations committed

8,157 illegal residents
adjusted their status 

KUWAIT: Between 2011 until end of December 2016,
some 8,157 illegal residents have adjusted their status in
Kuwait, said the Central Agency for Illegal Residents
Affairs on Sunday. Head of the status adjustment
department of the apparatus Colonel Mohammad Al-
Wohaib said that 5,637 illegal residents have adjusted
their status and reverted back to their Saudi nationality,
923 to the Iraqi and 816 to the Syrian.

He added that 94 persons reverted back to the
Iranian nationality, 49 to the Jordanian and 638 to other
nationalities. He called on illegal residents, who are yet
to adjust their status in the country, to visit the head-
quarters of the central apparatus to do the necessary
measures needed.

Wohaib affirmed that those complying with the law
will be given residency visas which could be renewed
every five years in addition to healthcare, education and
ration cards. Other privileges such as priority in employ-
ment after Kuwaiti nationals and facilitating procedures
for obtaining driving licenses will also apply upon
adjustment of their status, said the official. —KUNA


