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Irecently attended the seventh congress of the  ‘Fatah’
movement, one of the oldest Palestinian factions that
is currently headed by President of the Palestinian

Authority Mahmoud Abbas. My participation came after
I received an invitation from the movement to attend
the congress, along with a group of parliamentarians,
intellectuals and parties in support of human rights and
backing the Palestinian cause. I was accompanied by
Abdallah Al-Naibari and Dr Shafiq Al-Ghabra from
Kuwait. The visit required going to Jordan and getting
through the occupied territories to reach the congress
hall in Ramallah. It is a beautiful town, well known to
Kuwaitis before its occupation in 1967, when families
used to spend the summer there. Now, it is the adminis-
trative city of the Palestinian Authority.

Lectures were held about the future of the struggle
and its nature, in addition to field trips to see the painful
reality and hear stories about the cause of people that
struggled and still struggle to get their legitimate rights.
I visited Bethlehem, Nablus, and also Hebron where the
Ibrahimi Mosque is located. I saw the building of Israeli
settlements that expand in front of every Arab city and
village, also the electrified security barriers and the inhu-

mane separation wall. We heard stories about official
and popular roles the State of Kuwait is playing, and the
necessity to overcome all hurdles and obstacles that
affected relations.

Kuwait’s popular speech at the conference was spon-
taneous and reflected a Kuwaiti-Palestinian relationship
that was affected during the Iraqi Invasion, and was
restored officially and popularly through initiatives by all
parties. It left something in all those who attended the
conference, particularly those who lived in Kuwait, and
we listened to supporting speeches from free people
around the world.

We saw the suffering in how citizens are steadfast
towards settlement and organized action by a wanton
and oppressive power that supersedes any description,
as seeing with your own eyes is different from looking at
pictures in the media. This trip remains a link among the
links of moral support of people to keep their steadfast-
ness, and also to intensify and focus on events in occu-
pied Palestine and all regions, as well as war and
destruction being witnessed by the Arab and Muslim
worlds. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

By Dr Mohammad Al-Abdeljader
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Embezzlement

A citizen working for the Ministry of Utilities was
recently arrested for embezzling a fortune by collect-
ing ministry fees in cash and not depositing them to
the ministry’s treasury, said security sources. They
noted that the suspect usually targeted big compa-
nies, adding that a person grew suspicious of his
demand to do the payments in cash, and reported
the matter, which led to the suspect’s arrest. 

Search for harassers

A female citizen reported that someone was follow-
ing her around a Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh shopping mall,
and then followed her to her vehicle and forced her
to take his mobile phone’s number, said security
sources, noting that a case was filed and the suspect
is being summoned. Separately, a female citizen in
her thir ties reported that someone had been
harassing her by calls through which he kept flirting
with her, said security sources, noting that the girl
provided the police with the caller ’s number.
Further investigations are in progress. 

Fatal crash

Two citizens were recently killed after they lost control
over their vehicle and it collided into a truck along
Nuwaiseeb highway, according to investigations.
Separately, three citizens sustained various injuries when
two vehicles collided together along Damascus street,
said security sources. 

Cross-dresser caught

A male citizen dressed as a woman and wearing a wig
was recently arrested in Salmiya, said security sources. 

Home robbery

A GCC national reported that unidentified robbers
stole contents of his Jahra apartment, including a
safe containing KD 25,000 in cash, said security
sources. A case was filed and further investigations
are in progress. In other news, a citizen reported that
unidentified robbers had stolen the contents of his
Abdali camp, said security sources. Meanwhile, a
Filipino man reported that his mobile phone was
stolen at a barber shop in Jabriya while he was hav-
ing a haircut, said security sources. 

Fugitives detained

A Saudi suspect managed to escape after he was briefly
left alone while being transported from Sulaibiya police
station to the attorney general’s office. He was later
ambushed outside a relative’s house in Jahra and placed
under arrest, security sources said. In a separate case, a
citizen wanted for a KD 14,000 financial claim was recent-
ly arrested at a checkpoint in Sulaibikhat. — Translated
by Kuwait Times

Al-Qabas

Development
Why did MP Osama Al-Shaheen feel bad

about seeing a Christmas tree at Dasma Co-
op Society? Why did the government, repre-

sented by the Minister of Social Affairs and Labor,
immediately react to his demands and order the
removal of the tree just like any trash gets removed
off of streets? The land on which the co-op society is
built is government property. 

Upon a complaint made by MP Osama Al-
Shaheen had asked the minister to remove the tree
and she immediately responded! It is the same MP
who said during his election campaign that he
believes that all freedom of expression and the rule
of the law cases in Kuwait are ok, as we do not have
any midnight visitors or human right violations. 

Shaheen represents the nation of which some
individuals put a plastic tree at the co-op society.
And since his powers include removing major dam-
age or threats from the ‘nation’s co-ops,’ and since the
government and minister’s duty include responding
to MPs to set things straight, this is how major reform
is done. This is how we get rid of worries about immi-
nent economic disasters. Let us not get lost into too
much detail about the major priorities of an MP in
the new youth parliament. But let me ask again: why
did that plastic Christmas tree cause so much psy-
chological harm to the lawmaker or to his voters?
Why did the minister immediately respond and feel
sorry for hurting the lawmaker’s feelings and, thus,
removed the tree from government property just the
same way the government uprooted some citizens
and withdrew their citizenships on grounds that it
had made a mistake on granting those people citi-
zenships in the first place a long time ago? Or even
the same way it deprives them of freedom of expres-
sion and jails them over a simple tweet or opinion
that violates the law?  Keep in mind that we are in a
state ruled by laws!

Once more, why did that plastic tree hurt the MP’s
feelings? That tree did not prevent him from per-
forming his religious rituals and did not distract him
from practicing his freedom of religion. That tree was
not behind the fall in oil prices. It did not overburden
citizens nor did it stop the great economic, health
and educational reforms led by the new government
with participation from the minister who removed
the tree! 

Why that particular tree that might be trivial in
itself  but represents a particular occasion? It was
actually the shape of a tree and not a real one. Why
does such a plastic mold keep the MP, the ministers
and the people preoccupied? 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

The MP’s tree 
and the minister

By Hassan Al-Essa 

Al-Jarida

Scenes in Ramallah

KUWAIT: Senior Risk Model Analyst, Risk Quantitative
Analytics at Kuwait Finance House (KFH) Abdul Rahman Al-
Duaij has been awarded the prestigious Mansion House
Scholarship by the Lord Mayor of London, Alderman Dr
Andrew Parmley. The scholarship in business and finance
has been granted to Duaij after successfully passing the
required interviews under the supervision of an arbitration
panel at the British embassy in Kuwait in presence of Head
of Training at the Institute of Banking Studies. This confirms
the competencies and the proficiency levels of KFH’s
national manpower. 

All local banks participated in this scholarship, yet Duaij
managed to win and represent KFH and the Kuwaiti bank-
ing sector in London. This prestigious award opens new
horizons for further educational attainment in the banking
industry. It equips scholars with skills and tools that can be
properly utilized, thus optimally translated into fruitful
practices in the bank.

Duaij will join one of the specialized program within the
framework of the Mansion House scholarship during the
year 2017. He can obtain several advantages that serve in
honing his skills and increasing his experience and compe-
tency as he can have special access to Mansion House
where he can be introduced to the latest developments in
the business and finance sector. 

Meanwhile, Executive Manager Talent Management at
KFH Imad Mirza affirmed that selecting Al-Duaij for this pres-
tigious scholarship reflects the unremitting efforts of the
training and development of human resources at the bank,
indicating the bank’s keenness to provide all tools needed
for employees to achieve success. This contributes in

improving the productivity and efficiency of employees. He
added that KFH works tirelessly to beat odds and pave the
way for its most valuable asset, the employees, to achieve
further success and excellence in their career.

Meanwhile, Duaij extended his thanks and gratitude to
KFH for this support, indicating KFH has added to him a lot
of experience and skills since he joined the bank in 2011.
He underlined the importance of this scholarship in hon-
ing his skills, noting that the programs of the scholarships
will allow him to experience business networking oppor-

tunities that can be utilized for the interest of the bank. He
reiterated that he will do his best to complete the pro-
grams with outstanding results that reflect the flagship
status of the bank.

Abdul Rahman Al-Duaij Imad Mirza

KFH employee awarded ‘Mansion House’
Scholarship by the Lord Mayor of London

Kuwaiti citizen killed in
robbery at Saudi desert

KUWAIT: An Egyptian chef was recently arrested in
Saudi Arabia for murdering and robbing a Kuwaiti citi-
zen who had gone camping at the Debdebah desert in
Saudi Arabia,  said security sources.  The sources
explained that the citizen had gone ahead of his friends,
selected the camp’s site, pitched the tents, hired the
chef in order to serve the group during the camping
period and sent the location to his friends. The sources
added that taking advantage of being alone with the
man in the middle of nowhere, the chef hit the citizen
with a metal object, killing him, and stole away his mon-
ey and vehicle. Arriving to the camp, the citizen’s
nephew found his uncle dead and reported the case to
Saudi authorities, who managed to arrest the culprit. 

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) recently honored
Kuwait International Bank (KIB) with
the tit le ‘Friend of Humanity ’,  in
recognition of the Bank’s exemplary
commitment to supporting humani-
tarian and social causes.  

This recognition came in an affir-
mation of the key role KIB plays in
supporting KRCS and its many initia-
tives, in line with the strategic part-
nership between the two entities. Dr
Abdulrahman Mohammed Al-Aoun,
General Manager at KRCS, presented
the honor to KIB’s Chairman, Sheikh
Mohammed Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, laud-
ing the Bank’s unwavering dedica-
tion to its leading social responsibili-
ty program. 

Jarrah said: “KIB has always sought
to support social and humanitarian
programs that strive to affect real
positive change in our community,
driven by our deep-rooted commit-
ment to social responsibility and
motivated by our core values as an
Islamic financial institution. Within
this vein, we continuously seek to
collaborate with various civil society
organizations across Kuwait - includ-
ing KRCS, which has become one of
our key strategic partnerships.” 

Jarrah further added: “KIB has
always been a keen advocate of
KRCS, as we believe that it is truly
Kuwait’s ambassador to the world.
By spearheading numerous humani-
tarian programs and projects, and
diligently working to support those
in need around the globe, KRCS con-
tinues to be the embodiment of
Kuwait’s dedication to its humanitari-
an mission.”  

“We are immensely proud of our

par tnership with KRCS, as it  has
become a trusted and respected
humanitarian organization renowned
worldwide for its commitment to its
altruistic vision; providing assistance
to the most vulnerable people affect-
ed by social conflicts, wars or natural
disasters - without discriminating
against any human being on the
basis of nationality, gender, color,
race, religion or political beliefs,” con-
cluded Jarrah.

KIB named ‘Friend of Humanity’
by Kuwait Red Crescent Society


