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PORT-AU-PRINCE: The cholera outbreak that hit
Haiti after Hurricane Matthew slammed the island
has been contained but persists due to lack of fund-
ing, according to the United Nations. An epidemic
of the waterborne disease-which spread after a
massive earthquake shook the nation in 2010 —
saw a resurgence after Matthew devastated the
country in early October. The number of recorded
cholera cases more than doubled in Haiti between
September and October. Almost half of the patients
were in the two southern departments hardest hit

by the hurricane-areas that until now were not
major focal points of the fight against cholera.

Suspected cases of the disease fell 25 percent-
from 2,400 to 1,800 — between October to
November, according to the latest report from the
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) in Haiti. The UN says the situation has
improved thanks to a three-fold increase in the
deployment of emergency teams, the delivery of
drinking water aid and a vaccination campaign. But
funding is critical to support the humanitarian needs

of the poorest country in the Americas, said Mourad
Wahba, the deputy special representative for the
UN’s stabilization mission in Haiti. No funds have
been set aside yet beyond the first quarter of 2017,
which OCHA said could lead to a heightened risk of
hospital mortality if none are ultimately allocated. 

“The rainy season will return and inevitably there
will be an increase in the number of cholera cases,”
said Wahba. “I’m optimistic, but it all depends on the
funding.”Cholera struck nearly 40,000 patients
between January and November, killing 420 of

them. On a global scale, Haiti’s cholera epidemic is
the most vicious in recent history. The disease caus-
es acute diarrhea and is transmitted through con-
taminated drinking water-a major challenge in a
country with poor sanitary conditions. According to
numerous independent experts, cholera was intro-
duced to Haiti by infected Nepalese UN peacekeep-
ers sent to the Caribbean country following the
earthquake. Since October 2010, the epidemic has
killed more than 9,400 Haitians and infected more
than 800,000 people. —AFP

Fighting Cholera outbreak in Haiti requires more funds 

BEIJING: China will ban all ivory trade and pro-
cessing by the end of 2017, the government said,
in a move hailed by conservationists as a “game
changer” for African elephants. African ivory is
highly sought after in China, where it is seen as a
status symbol, with prices for a kilo (2.2 pounds)
reaching as high as $1,100. “To better protect ele-
phants and better tackle the illegal trade, China
will gradually stop the processing and sale of ivory
for commercial purposes” by the end of 2017, the
State Council, China’s cabinet, said in a statement
late Friday. “Before then, law enforcement agen-
cies will continue to clamp down on illegality
associated with elephant tusks,” the official Xinhua
news agency said, quoting a government official
as saying.

A first batch of workshops and retailers would
be forced to close by the end of March. The move
comes after Beijing said in March it would widen a
ban on imports of all ivory and ivory products
acquired before 1975, after pressure to restrict a
trade that sees thousands of elephants slaugh-
tered every year. Xinhua said the complete ban
would affect “34 processing enterprises and 143
designated trading venues, with dozens to be
closed by the end of March 2017”. “This is great
news that will shut down the world’s largest mar-
ket for elephant ivory,” Aili Kang, executive director
of the Wildlife Conservation Society in Asia, said in
a statement. “I am very proud of my country for
showing this leadership that will help ensure that
elephants have a fighting chance to beat extinc-
tion. This is a game changer for Africa’s elephants.”

20,000 elephants killed   
Conservationists estimate that more than

20,000 elephants were killed for their ivory last
year, with similar tolls in previous years. The WWF
campaign group says 415,000 of the animals
remain. The Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), which took effect in 1975, banned the
ivory trade in 1989. China permits the resale of
ivory bought before the 1989 ban-and also has a
stockpile purchased with CITES approval in 2008,
which it releases for sale with certification. Beijing
would continue to allow auctions of ivory

antiques deemed to have come from legitimate
sources, under strict supervision, the government
added.  WWF also praised China’s move to a com-
plete ban but called on the Chinese territory of
Hong Kong to bring forward a plan to end its ivory
trade by 2021. WWF said legal research published
by the conservation group shows an ivory ban
could be imposed “much sooner under current
Hong Kong law”.  “With China’s market closed,
Hong Kong can become a preferred market for
traffickers to launder illegal ivory under cover of
the legal ivory trade,” said Cheryl Lo, senior wildlife
crime officer at WWF. —AFP 

HONGKONG: This file photo shows seized ivory cut in pieces for incineration being displayed in Hong Kong. — AFP Photos

HONG KONG: A shop owner shows a customer a live chicken for sale in the Wanchai
markets of Hong Kong. —AFP

BEIJING: China has set a target of reducing
its annual coal capacity by 800 million tons,
according to a government plan reported
yesterday by state media. Despite the tar-
get, Beijing expects total coal output to rise
to around 3.9 billion tons by 2020, com-
pared to 3.75 billion tons in 2015, the offi-
cial  Xinhua news agency said, citing a doc-
ument issued by the country’s top econom-
ic planning body. The plan aims to
“improve coal production safety and effi-
ciency, as well as reducing impact on the
environment”, Xinhua said, suggesting that
low-capacity mines were likely to be the
target of closures. The reduction in outdat-
ed capacity reflects the slowdown in
demand in China. 

By 2020, the world’s second largest
economy will burn around 4.1 billion tons
compared to 3.96 billion tons last year-a
very moderate growth rate. Overall, China’s
energy consumption is now growing at
only 3 percent per year, compared to 10
percent a few years ago, after a sharp slow-
down in economic growth. Coal, of which

China is the world’s largest consumer,
remains an indispensable part of its econo-
my, supplying 60 percent of its electricity.
However, Beijing must also consider the
environmental impact of the fossil fuel, in a
country where cities are regularly shrouded
in a polluted haze that has sparked anger
among the population. 

The government had already promised
to reduce its coal production capacity by
an estimated 250 million tons this year
and to reduce the share of coal in its ener-
gy mix to 62.6 percent by 2016. The coun-
try also intends to modernize its coal-fired
power plants by 2020 to reduce emissions
of “major pollutants” by 60 percent and is
committed to stabilizing its CO2 emissions
“around 2030.” Environmental NGOs are
nonetheless cautious, worried in particu-
lar about the unbridled construction of
new coal-fired power plants in China, at
the rate of almost two new projects per
week in 2015 alone-even though there
may ultimately be little need for the extra
capacity. —AFP
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BEIJING: This file photo shows carved ivory being shown to the media before being destroyed
in Beijing.

HONG KONG: Hong Kong on Friday con-
firmed its second human case of bird flu
this season, days after an elderly man died
of the virus. A 70-year-old man, who had
travelled to the Chinese cities of Shenzhen
and Zhongshan earlier in December, tested
positive for the H7N9 strain of the virus, the
government said in a statement. He said he
had come across mobile stalls selling live
poultry in Zhongshan, but authorities said
they were still investigating the source of
the infection.

The patient has been hospitalized in sta-
ble condition. Those who have been in
close contact with him have been put
under medical surveillance although none
have yet reported any symptoms. Cases of

bird flu were “expected to increase in win-
ter based on its seasonal pattern,” the gov-
ernment statement added. Another elderly
man, who had bought a chicken from a
market in Guangdong province, died on
Sunday, less than a week after testing posi-
tive for H7N9.

Hong Kong is particularly alert to the
spread of viruses. Bird flu was first reported
in humans in Hong Kong in 1997, when six
people died, and subsequent outbreaks
have killed hundreds more worldwide. An
outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) swept through the city in
2003, killing 299 people. Bird flu scares in
the past two years have seen mass culls of
up 20,000 birds in the city. —AFP
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