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'Moonlight' wins best picture
at botched Academy Awards

Actress Emma Stone accepts Best Actress for 'La La Land' onstage during the 89th Annual Academy Awards at Hollywood & Highland Center on February 26, 2017 in Hollywood, California. — AFP 

Iranian film "The Salesman" on Sunday won the Oscar
for best foreign language film, but director Asghar
Farhadi skipped the Hollywood gala in protest at a

travel ban by US President Donald Trump. Farhadi initial-
ly said he would head to Hollywood for Oscars night,
where his film-the story of two actors whose relationship
turns sour during a performance of Arthur Miller's
"Death of a Salesman"-earned a statuette. But after citi-
zens from seven Muslim-majority countries were briefly
denied entry last month to the United States, he decided
there were too many "ifs and buts" about whether he
would be allowed to enter the country.

Instead, thousands of people watched "The
Salesman" for free in London's Trafalgar Square. In a
statement read at the Oscars in his name, Farhadi said he
was staying away in solidarity as people had been "disre-
spected" by Trump's policy, which is currently on hold
after a decision by a federal appeals court. "Dividing the
world into the US and 'our enemies' categories creates
fear a deceitful justification for aggression and war," he
said in the statement read at the Hollywood gala by the
Iranian-born US engineer and astronaut Anousheh
Ansari. "These wars prevent democracy and human
rights in countries which have themselves been victims
of aggression.

"Filmmakers can turn their cameras to capture shared
human qualities and break stereotypes of various
nationalities and religions. They create empathy
between us and others-an empathy which we need
today more than ever." Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif wrote on Twitter that he was
"proud" of the cast and crew of "The Salesman" and
hailed the Oscar statement on Trump's visa policy.
"Iranians have represented culture and civilization for
millennia," he wrote.

'Fanaticism and extremism' 
At the age of just 44, Farhadi has established himself

as Iran's most acclaimed director, touching people
around the globe with stories that resonate beyond bor-
ders. This was his second film to win an Oscar in the for-
eign language film category, following the 2012 victory
for "A Separation"-a stark, powerful family drama about
Iran's fractured social classes, which also picked up a
Golden Globe. Coming at another dark time in relations
between the United States and Iran, when international
sanctions were at their peak, Farhadi's 2012 speech was
lauded back home for putting Iranian art, culture and
history above politics. But this time, politics trumped art. 

His statement in January blasted the rising mood of
"fanaticism and extremism" and compared Trump to
hardliners in his own country.  "Instilling fear in the peo-
ple is an important tool used to justify extremist and
fanatic behaviour by narrow-minded individuals," he
wrote. His lead actress, Taraneh Alidoosti, also boycotted
the event, calling Trump's visa ban "racist". The measure
has been put on ice by the US federal courts, and
Trump's White House is devising a new order.

Restrictions breed creativity 
Working in the Islamic Republic for most of his career,

Farhadi has had to turn limitations into sources of cre-

ativity.  "There are two types of censorship: official cen-
sorship and self-censorship, which is much more dan-
gerous," Farhadi once said. Outside Iran, "the restrictions
no longer weigh me down, but I am still subject to a
conditioning that's beyond my control," he said.  "I try to
see that as an advantage rather than a hindrance and to
respond in a creative way." Born in 1972 near the ancient
city of Isfahan, Farhadi was swiftly drawn towards the
arts, becoming interested in writing, drama and cinema
while still at school. He later took courses at the Iranian

Young Cinema Society and graduated with a master's
degree in film direction from Tehran University in 1998.

'Complex but fluid' 
"The Salesman" also found success at last year's

Cannes film festival, with Farhadi winning best screen-
play and his star Shahab Hosseini named best actor. It
was his second official festival selection after his French-
language film "The Past" in 2013, which won the ecu-
menical jury prize. The structure of Farhadi's scripts "is
always complex but fluid," cinema writer Beatrice de
Mondenard said at the time. "He seeks to show the diffi-
culties inherent in relationships between people, the

choices faced by everyone, choices which make us ques-
tion our values and our convictions." Farhadi's "About
Elly", which tells of a woman who vanishes on a beach
getaway with friends, scooped the Silver Bear award for
best director at the 2009 Berlin film festival. Other films
include "Dancing In The Dust," "Fireworks Wednesday"
and "Beautiful City". — AFP

Big award 
ceremony mistakes

The Oscar mix-up that saw "La La Land" mistakenly named as Best
Picture before "Moonlight" took the award might be the biggest
such blunder, but it is by no means the first. Here is a rundown of

awards slip-ups:

Oscars 2017 
Faye Dunaway and Warren Beatty announced Sunday that "La La

Land" had won Best Picture, at the climax of the 2017 Academy Awards
ceremony. But as the film's crew gave their acceptance speeches, they
realized the mistake and announced that "Moonlight" had actually won,
prompting Beatty to mumble apologies. PricewaterhouseCoopers, the
accounting firm responsible for tabulating Oscar ballots, apologized, say-
ing that Beatty and Dunaway were handed the wrong envelope.

Miss Universe crowns wrong beauty queen 
In December 2015, the host of the Miss Universe pageant, comedian

Steve Harvey, misread his cue card and announced that Miss Colombia
had won, before apologizing and correcting to Miss Philippines. The event
was live in Las Vegas before millions of viewers around the world.  Half-
laughing, half-sobbing with emotion, Ariadna Gutierrez was fleetingly
crowned and congratulated, but as she cradled a huge bouquet of flowers
and blew kisses to the crowd, Harvey owned up to his blunder. "OK folks, I
have to apologize. The first runner up is Colombia," he said. "Miss Universe
2015 is Philippines," Harvey added as the music picked up again, with
Wurtzbach looking stunned and mouthing "What?" 

Oscars 2014 
In a prequel to Sunday's flub, actor John Travolta got it wrong when he

was called on to announce the 2014 Oscar for Best Original Song, which
was "Let It  Go", sung by Idina Menzel for the animated film "Frozen".
Travolta mangled Menzel's name and asked the audience to applaud
"Adela Dazeem".

Australia's Next Next Top Model 
In September 2010 Australia's Next Top Model award was announced

as Kelsey Martinovich, before presenter Sarah Murdoch had to go back
and announce that the winner was in fact Amanda Ware. The two finalists
had already made their winner's and loser's speeches when Murdoch,
daughter-in-law of media tycoon Rupert Murdoch, revealed the mix-up.

"Oh my God, I don't know what to say right now. I'm feeling a bit sick
about this," Murdoch said. "This is what happens on live TV, folks. This is
insane, insane, insane." A bewildered Ware, 18, finally accepted the award
and made a brief victory sashay down the catwalk, as 19-year-old
Martinovich took the bizarre defeat gracefully. Broadcaster Foxtel blamed
the error on a "miscommunication" between backstage operators, and
offered Martinovich a cash gift and a trip to New York as compensation.

NRJ music mix-up 
French radio station NRJ messed up two years in a row, starting in

2009 when US singer Katy Perry accepted the station's best interna-
tional song award. Seconds before the show ended, the presenter
announced that the award was in fact meant for Rihanna. In 2010, The
Black Eyed Peas were named best international group of the year, a
mistake corrected just a few minutes later when the German group
Tokio Hotel got the nod. — AP

Afilm about Syria's White Helmets-rescuers who risk their
lives to help save civilians caught in the country's dev-
astating war-took home the Oscar for best documen-

tary short on Sunday.  The Netflix-produced film, called simply
"The White Helmets," was directed by Orlando von Einsiedel,
and bested another short about the Syrian conflict, "Watani:
My Homeland." But members of the group including the cine-
matographer who shot much of the footage, Khaled Khatib,
were not allowed to enter the United States for the Oscars. 

Group members said on Twitter that they had waited for
three days at the airport but were not permitted to board a
flight. The US Customs and Border Protection service said only
that they did not have valid documents. The ordeal comes as
US President Donald Trump sharply curtails visas for Syrians as
well as citizens of a number of other Muslim-majority coun-
tries. Raed Saleh, leader of the rescue group, also was not able
to attend but said in a statement that the White Helmets had
saved the lives of more than 82,000 civilians.

"I invite anyone here who hears me to work on the side of
life, to stop the bloodshed in Syria and around the world," he

said in a statement read by the director. "It's very easy for
these guys to feel forgotten. This war has been going on for
six years. If everyone could just stand up and remind them
that we all care, (then) this war ends as quickly as possible."
Khatib tweeted: "While we follow the Oscars, the Syrian
regime has launched chlorine gas attacks in Harasta, injuring
civilians." The White Helmets emerged in 2013, working to res-
cue civilians in rebel-held areas during the nearly six-year war. 

Before fighting broke out, the volunteers had everyday
jobs-bakers, painters and even students. Since 2013, the
group says it has attracted more than 3,000 volunteers. It is
named for the distinctive white hard hats worn by its volun-
teers and has gained international renown for its daring res-
cues, often filmed and circulated on social media.

International support 
The group's motto, "To save one life is to save all of human-

ity," is drawn from a verse of the Koran, although the rescuers
insist they treat all victims, regardless of religion. The White
Helmets were nominated for the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize and

garnered international support for their candidacy, though
they ultimately lost out.  Their detractors, mostly supporters of
President Bashar al-Assad's government, accuse them of
being tools of their international donors.  But others have
hailed the group's volunteers as "real life heroes." Syria's con-
flict started in 2011 with the brutal repression of anti-govern-
ment protests and has since spiralled into a complex war,
killing more than 310,000 people and displacing over half the
country's population.

The group is funded by several countries including the
United States, Britain, Germany, Japan and The Netherlands. It
also receives individual donations used to buy equipment, like
their white hard hats, which cost about $145 each. "The docu-
mentary took a lot of effort to make and we've been working
on it for a long time," Saleh told AFP ahead of the Oscars.
"People who are featured in the film have since died. There's
equipment that you see that has been destroyed." — AFP

Iran's 'The Salesman' wins 
Oscar as Farhadi boycotts

Film on Syria's White Helmets wins Oscar

Iranian director and film critic Esmaeil Mihandoost, author of
"Face to Face with Asghar Farhadi" that reviews his cinematic
works, gives an interview to The Associated Press at his office in
Tehran, Iran, yesterday. — AP photos

Members of "The White Helmets" film, Syrian cinematog-
raphers Khaled Al-Khatib (left) and Fadi Al-Halabi (right),
and team member Abdelrahman Al-Mawass (center), pose
yesterday, in Istanbul, a day after the film won the Oscar
for best documentary short in Hollywood. — AFP

Anousheh Ansari accepts the award for
best foreign language film for "The
Salesman" on behalf of Asghar Farhadi.


