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which reality repeatedly intrudes on fantasy, it was another alter-
nate ending. "La La Land" still collected a leading six awards,
including honors for cinematography, production design, score,
the song "City of Stars" and best director. Chazelle, the 32 year-old
filmmaker, became the youngest to win best director. "This was a
movie about love and I was luckily enough to fall in love while
making it," said Chazelle, speaking about his girlfriend and Oscars
date, Olivia Hamilton.

Grief-filled performance
Up until the frenzied end, the telecast had seesawed between

jabs at Donald Trump and passionate arguments for inclusivity.
"All you people out there who feel like there isn't a mirror out
there for you, the academy has your back, the ACLU has your back
and for the next four years we will not leave you alone, we will not
forget you," said Jenkins, whose film is, in three chapters, about a
young black kid growing up poor and gay in impoverished Miami.

Kenneth Lonergan, the New York playwright whose last film
("Margaret") was beset by lawsuits and conflict, won best original
screenplay for "Manchester by the Sea." "I love the movies. I love
being part of the movies," said Lonergan. After the wild ending,
Lonergan deadpanned to reporters, "It turned out that we actual-
ly won best picture." Shortly later, Affleck - in one of the night's
most closely watched races, won best actor - his first Oscar - for his
soulful, grief-filled performance in Lonergan's film. Affleck and
Denzel Washington ("Fences") were seen as neck-and-neck in the
category. An admittedly "dumbfounded" Affleck looked shocked
when his name was read. "Man I wish I had something bigger and
more meaningful to say," said Affleck, who hugged his more
famous brother, Ben, before taking the stage.

The show kicked off with Justin Timberlake dancing down
the Dolby Theatre aisles, singing his ebullient song, "Can't Stop
the Feeling," from the animated film "Trolls." It was an early cue
that the Oscars would steer, at least in part, toward festiveness
rather than heavy-handedness. Protests, boycotts and rallies
have swirled ahead of Sunday night's Oscars. But Kimmel, in his
opening monologue, quickly acknowledged that he "was not
that guy" to heal a divided America. But he pointedly led a
standing ovation for the "overrated" Meryl Streep and later
tweaked the president by tweeting to him on air, including
telling him that Streep "says hi."

Ordinary people
Viola Davis, co-star of Denzel Washington's August Wilson

adaptation "Fences," won best supporting actress. She and Ali,
both widely expected winners, marked the first time in more than
a decade that multiple Oscar acting honors went to black actors. "I
became an artist, and thank god I did, because we are the only
profession to celebrate what it means to live a life," said Davis, the
best supporting actress winner. "So here's to August Wilson, who
exhumed and exalted the ordinary people." The evening's most
blunt protest came from a winner not in attendance. Best foreign
film for the second time went to Asghar Farhadi, director of Iran's
"The Salesman." Farhadi, who also won for his "A Separation," had
said he wouldn't attend because of Trump's travel ban to seven
predominantly Muslim nations. Anousheh Ansari, an Iranian astro-
naut, read a statement from Farhadi.

"I'm sorry I'm not with you tonight," it read. "My absence is
out of respect for the people of my country and those of other
six nations who have been disrespected by the inhumane law
that bans entry of immigrants to the US." The broadcast often
veered between such strong personal statements and Kimmel's
efforts to keep things a little lighter with bits reminiscent of his
late-night show. Shortly before he led a dazed, unsuspecting
tour group into the theater, presenter Gael Garcia Bernal, the
Mexican actor, declared: "As a migrant worker, as a Mexican, and
as a human being, I am against any wall." Rich Moore, one of the
three directors of Disney's best animated film winner "Zootopia,"
described the movie as about "tolerance being more powerful
than fear of the other."

Acting category
Mel Gibson's World War II drama "Hacksaw Ridge" was, surpris-

ingly, the evening's first double winner, taking awards for editing
and sound mixing. Gibson, for a decade a pariah in Hollywood,
was seated front and center for the show, and was a frequent
presence throughout. Ezra Edelman's "O.J.: Made in America" took
best documentary, making it - at 467 minutes - the longest Oscar
winner ever, beating out the 1969 Best Foreign Language Film
winner "War and Peace" (431 minutes). Edelman's documentary,
while it received an Oscar-qualifying theatrical release, was seen
by most on ESPN as a serial, prompting some to claim its place
was at the Emmys, not the Oscars.

Edelman dedicated the award to the victims of the famous
crime, Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald Goldman. "This is also
for other victims, victims of police violence, police brutality,"
Edelman said. "This is their story as it is Ron and Nicole's." The
"OscarsSoWhite" crisis of the last two years was largely quelled
this season by a richly diverse slate of nominees, thanks to films
like "Moonlight," "Fences" and "Hidden Figures." A record six black
actors are nominated. For the first time ever, a person of color is
nominated in each acting category. "I want to say thank you to
President Trump," Kimmel said in the opening. "Remember last
year when it seemed like the Oscars were racist?" The nominees
follow the efforts by Academy of Motions Pictures Arts and
Sciences President Cheryl Boone Isaacs to diversify the member-
ship of the largely white, older and male film academy. "Tonight is
proof that art has no borders, no single language and does not
belong to a single faith," said Isaacs. — AP

(From left)  Actor Dakota Johnson, production designer David Wasco
and art director Sandy Reynolds-Wasco, winners of Best Production
Design for ‘La La Land’ and actor Jamie Dornan pose in the press room.

John Legend performs songs from best original song
nominees "City of Stars" and "Audition" from "La La Land".

An image of the late Carrie Fisher is displayed as Sara Bareilles performs during the
Memoriam tribute at the Oscars.

Musician John Legend (center) performs onstage.

Actor Ryan Gosling attends
the 89th Annual Academy
Awards.

Actor Leonardo DiCaprio (left) and actress Emma Stone,
winner of Best Actress for ‘La La Land’ pose backstage.

Actor/director Ben Affleck (left) and
actor/producer Matt Damon speak onstage.

Nominee for Best Supporting Actor ‘Lion’
Dev Patel and his mother Anita arrive on
the red carpet.

Nominees for Best Foreign Language Film "Tanna" (Australia) pose as
they arrive on the red carpet.

Actor Samuel L Jackson speaks onstage.

Hong Kong actor Jackie Chan poses as he arrives on the red carpet.

Best Picture: "Moonlight."
Actor: Casey Affleck, "Manchester by the Sea."
Actress: Emma Stone, "La La Land."
Supporting Actor: Mahershala Ali, "Moonlight."
Supporting Actress: Viola Davis, "Fences."
Directing: Damien Chazelle, "La La Land."
Foreign Language Film: "The Salesman," Iran.
Adapted Screenplay: "Moonlight," screenplay by Barry
Jenkins, story by Tarell Alvin McCraney.
Original Screenplay: Kenneth Lonergan, "Manchester by
the Sea."
Production Design: "La La Land," 
Production Design: David Wasco;
Set Decoration: Sandy Reynolds-Wasco.
Cinematography: Linus Sandgren, "La La Land."
Sound Mixing: "Hacksaw Ridge," Kevin O'Connell, Andy
Wright, Robert Mackenzie and Peter Grace.
Sound Editing: "Arrival," Sylvain Bellemare.
Original Score: "La La Land," Justin Hurwitz.

Original Song: "City of Stars" from "La La Land," music by
Justin Hurwitz, lyric by Ben Pasek and Justin Paul.
Costume Design: Colleen Atwood, "Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them."
Documentary (short subject): "The White Helmets,"
Orlando von Einsiedel and Joanna Natasegara.
Documentary Feature: "O.J.: Made in America," Ezra
Edelman and Caroline Waterlow.
Film Editing: "Hacksaw Ridge," John Gilbert.
Makeup and Hairstyling: "Suicide Squad," Alessandro
Bertolazzi, Giorgio Gregorini and Christopher Nelson.
Animated Feature Film: "Zootopia," Byron Howard, Rich
Moore and Clark Spencer.
Animated Short Film: "Piper," Alan Barillaro and Marc
Sondheimer.
Live Action Short Film: "Sing," Kristof Deak and Anna
Udvardy.
Visual Effects: "The Jungle Book," Robert Legato, Adam
Valdez, Andrew R Jones and Dan Lemmon. — AP

Winners

Joanna Natasegara, second from left, and Orlando von
Einsiedel, winners of the award for best documentary short
subject for ‘The White Helmets’, pose in the press room with
David Oyelowo, left, and Salma Hayek, right, at the Oscars.

Director Kristof Deak (left) and producer Anna Udvardy
(right) pose in the press room with their Best Live Action
Short Film for ‘Sing’.

Host Jimmy Kimmel speaks at the Oscars at the Dolby
Theatre in Los Angeles.

John Gilbert, center, winner of the award for best film edit-
ing for ‘Hacksaw Ridge,’ poses in the press room with
Michael J Fox, left, and Seth Rogen, right.

Ezra Edelman, right, and Caroline Waterlow accept the
award for best documentary feature for ‘O.J.: Made in
America’.

Byron Howard, from left, Rich Moore and Clark Spencer
pose in the press room with the award for best animated
feature film for ‘Zootopia’.

Alan Barillaro, left, and Marc Sondheimer pose in the press
room with the award for best animated short film for  ‘Piper’.


