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TOKYO: This handout picture shows female giant panda Shin Shin, left, and
male giant panda Ri Ri, right, at the Ueno zoo in Tokyo. —AFP

TOKYO: Two giant pandas at Tokyo’s Ueno
Zoo mated for the first time in four years
yesterday-a 52-second effort that boosted
hopes for a baby as well as shares in a
nearby Chinese restaurant. Public viewing
of pandas at the zoo has been halted since
last week as the mating season got into full
swing for the mammals, which are notori-
ously difficult to arouse. But male Ri Ri and
female Shin Shin, both 11 years old, eyed
each other through a fence separating
them, seeming to be in the mood for love,
according to the zoo.

“We let the two be together at 8.06 am
(2306 GMT Sunday) and confirmed they
mated for 52 seconds from 8:48am,” Ueno
Zoo announced in a statement. Four min-
utes later they were separated again. “They
usually live in solitude as pandas in the
wild do,” Ueno public relations official
Hitoshi Suzuki told AFP on the phone.
“Living together could lead to quarrels and
wounding each other.” Bloomberg said the
mating coincided with a rise in the shares
of Chinese restaurant chain Totenko-which
has its main outlet within walking distance
of the zoo-on hopes that a baby panda
would draw tourists to the area.

The stock initially shot up nearly 10 per-
cent but pared gains to close up 2.90 per-
cent at 177 yen ($1.57) by the end of the
day. Totenko’s shares have risen and fallen
in line with panda news before according
to Bloomberg. It said shares jumped as Shin
Shin appeared to be expecting in 2013 —
when the pandas last mated-but dove a
month later on news the pregnancy was a
false alarm. Shin Shin, who was brought
from China six years ago just before the
massive earthquake and tsunami that dev-
astated Japan’s northeast, gave birth to a
baby in 2012, the first at the zoo in 24 years. 

But the cub died from pneumonia six
days later. Giant pandas are notoriously
clumsy at mating, with males said to be
bad at determining when a female is in the
right frame of mind and often befuddled
at knowing what to do next. In the event
the animals do feel compatible, sex is fre-
quently over too quickly to impregnate the
female, who is only receptive to the propo-
sition for two or three days a year between
February and May. According to estimates,
less than 2,000 giant pandas remain in the
wild, in three provinces in south-central
China. —AFP

Bashful Tokyo pandas mate 

after four-year hiatus

SHARJAH: Bee’ah, the Middle East’s
leading and award-winning environmen-
tal management company has entered
into a long-term partnership with
Sharjah Entrepreneurship Centre (SHER-
AA). The strategic partnership agree-
ment was announced last week during
the ‘Inaugural Showcase Day’ at AUS.

In the presence of H.H. Sheikh Dr

Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, mem-
ber of the Supreme Council and Ruler of
Sharjah; Sheikha Bodour Al Qasimi,
Chairperson of Sharjah Entrepreneurship
Center and of the Sharjah Investment
and Development Authority; and Khaled
Al-Huraimel, Bee’ah’s Group CEO, Bee’ah
was revealed and acknowledged as akey
strategic partner focused on supporting

and investing in Sheraa’s next wave of
entrepreneurs.

In its new capacity, Bee’ah will work
closely with Sheraa, to identify, inspire
and support young entrepreneurs in the
field of sustainability, in addition to men-
toring and funding their ventures in this
respect. Young entrepreneurs will gain
valuable insight and inspiration from

Bee’ah’s innovative and sustainable oper-
ations towards developing their own
innovations in the field.

Commenting on the partnership,
Khaled Al-Huraimel,  Group CEO of
Bee’ah, said: “The strategic partnership
with Sheraa reflects our belief in the
positive impact that young entrepre-
neurs can have on social and economic
development. We aim to enable the
brightest talent of the UAE to start their
journey in the fields of entrepreneur-
ship and sustainability. This partnership
will provide them with the support
needed to bring about the latest inno-
vations in the sustainability and envi-
ronmental fields.”

“Together, we will work to create the
next wave of sustainability entrepre-
neurs. Fields that provide environmental
solutions have the greatest need for
youthful ingenuity. We need to support
young talent that is creative and can
think outside the box because they will
overcome future obstacles on the road
to sustainability,” he concluded. From its
base in Sharjah, Sheraa has inspired a
community of more than 2400 aspiring
entrepreneurs, mentoring over 946 peo-
ple, in its first year alone. 

Consisting of the ‘ideathon’ phase
that validates business ideas using actu-
al customers; the ‘incubator’ phase that
helps refine concepts and develop pro-
totypes; and the flagship ‘accelerator’
program which provides the means to

market the product, the Sheraa entre-
preneurship journey conducts the idea-
to-product transition seamlessly and
effectively. Through its collaboration
with Bee’ah, Sheraa will be able to make
this transition easier for sustainability-
focused entrepreneurs, within the UAE
and Sharjah. 

Najla Al Midfa, General Manager of
Sheraa, commented, “We are excited to
be partnering with Bee’ah, to create the
next generation of entrepreneurs in the
fields of sustainability and the environ-
ment. This partnership will inspire stu-
dents and graduates through talks and
events focused on sustainability. We will
hold challenges and competitions to help
generate ideas in this field. Winning
teams will go on to have their ventures
incubated at Sheraa. With the support of
Bee’ah, as our strategic partner, we will
develop a sustainability track for startups.”

The partnership agreement with
Sheraais  in keeping with Bee’ah’s
enduring commitment to supporting
educational and entrepreneurial initia-
tives that positively impact the environ-
ment. Adding budding entrepreneurs
to a large portfolio that consists of ini-
t iat ives l ike the Bee’ah School  of
Environment and environmental com-
petitions like the Sharjah Environment
Awareness Awards (SEAA) and Inter-
School Recycling Competition, Bee’ah
is at the forefront of inspiring environ-
mental change.

Bee’ah, Sheraa partner to develop entrepreneurs of the future

MIAMI:  Ris ing seas,  pol luted
coast l ines and the spec ter  of
more frequent droughts  and
storms have lent new urgency to
efforts to restore the ecosystem of
the Florida Everglades, the largest
freshwater wetland in the United
States. The Everglades’ saw grass-
es, swamps, tree islands and man-
groves are home to a host of fas-
cinating species, from American
alligators to endangered hook-
billed birds known as snail kites

to invasive Burmese pythons.
Unti l  now,  the world ’s  largest
ecosystem restoration project-a
massive plan expected to spend
some $10.5 billion, known as the
Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan-has made little
progress since it was launched in
2000.  “Our  goal  was to have
much of it done in 20 years,” said
Steve Davis, a wetlands ecologist
with the Everglades Foundation,
who led reporters on an airboat
tour  of  the  Everglades  th is
month. “We are almost 20 years
in and we don’t  have a s ingle
project completed.”

Water flow stopped 
Even though the Everglades is

known as the River of Grass, the water
has not properly flowed through it in
the past 70 years or so, because
human development cordoned off
the freshwater which used to spill over
from Florida’s massive Lake
Okeechobee toward the south. As mil-
lions of people poured into the
Sunshine State, a dike was built to
protect against hurricane flooding
and swamps were drained to make

way for sugar cane farms. About one
third of the Everglades’ original three
million acres became farmland, and 1.5
million acres were designated a nation-
al park. “We altered the ecosystem back
in the ‘40s and ‘50s when we didn’t
know any better,” said Bob Johnson, a
hydrologist with the National Park
Service. “Now we have to fix it.”

Polluted coasts 
The consequences of diverting

Lake Okeechobee’s water-much of
it polluted by agricultural dis-
charge-to the east and west has
grown increasingly dire. Last year,
algae blooms coated the coastline

with smelly, guacamole-colored
sludge, and swimmers were
warned to stay out of the water due
to outbreaks of poisonous bacteria.
Meanwhile, the spread of hot and
salty water off the southern tip of
Florida killed fertile fish breeding
grounds known as sea grasses,
threatening tourism and fishing-
two key drivers of the state econo-
my.“There is simply not enough
water coming in from the north to
keep the entire system hydrated

from top to bottom,” said Davis. The
movement of freshwater from the
lake toward the south must be
restored if the area’s tourist econo-
my, drinking water and natural and
developed lands are to be sustained
in the years to come, he said.

Saltwater intrusion 
Without some two million more

acre feet-an old measure devised by
imagining a foot of water on an acre
of land-of freshwater to drench the
Everglades, the marshes dry out, the
thin layer of peat covering the porous
limestone ground dissipates or even
burns under the hot sun, and the

landscape flattens making it easier for
saltwater to invade, Johnson told a
meeting of the Tropical Audubon
Society this month. Saltwater intru-
sion is already making its way into
parts of Florida’s aquifers-which
provide drinking water-and could
forever alter the Everglades’ fragile
ecosystem. Having more freshwater
in the system could help because it
“pushes against the saltwater and
keeps those marshes wet,”
explained Johnson. “It helps stave
off the effects of sea level rise.”

Political progress 
Scientists like Davis and Johnson

say the solution requires having
more land south of the lake-an area
filled with sugar cane farms-to use
as storage reservoirs where water
can be cleaned before flowing
south. “If we don’t figure out how to
store more water, we can’t get
through the problems to come. We
can’t get through long droughts
and then very intense rainfall,” said
Johnson. After years of political
squabbles, there are signs that law-
makers are motivated to fix the
problem. Bills have been newly
introduced in the Florida House and
Senate to authorize over one billion
in state dollars to acquire 60,000
acres of land for a reservoir south of
Lake Okeechobee that would hold
120 billion gallons of water. But
more than a dozen farming compa-
nies in the area have dug in their
heels, including sugar giants US
Sugar and Florida Crystals, saying
they are not willing to sell, ques-
tioning the science behind the pro-
posals, and warning of job losses if
land acquisition goes ahead.

Criticisms of the plan and its pri-
ority on finding storage south of
Lake Okeechobee have also
emerged from the South Florida
Water Management District, which
is made up of political appointees of
Republican Governor Rick Scott, a
well-known skeptic of climate
change. A review of the Everglades
restoration plans by the National
Academies of Sciences (NAS), issued
in December 2016, found that more
money and water is urgently need-
ed, because the effects of climate
change were not considered in the
restoration plans when they were
released in 2000. —AFP

New urgency in fight to 

restore Florida Everglades

Not a single project completed in 20 years

MIAMI: This photo shows the Florida Everglades, otherwise known as the river of grass in
Florida’s Miami-Dade County. —AFP

NEWPORT BEACH: It’s not unusual for a sur-
geon to save another doctor’s life. But Dr.
Colleen Coleman did so by going under the
knife to help an ailing colleague who des-
perately needed a kidney. Coleman donated
to Dr. Brian Dunn, an anesthesiologist she
works with at Hoag Hospital Newport Beach
whose kidneys failed from chemotherapy he
received as a teenager to treat a stomach
tumor. Coleman came through after one
donor withdrew her offer and Dunn’s doctor
advised him against accepting a kidney from
a patient with Lou Gehrig’s disease.

“I thought, it ’s not going to happen,”
Dunn told The Orange County Register. He
had received a k idney from his mother
when he was 25, but donated kidneys don’t
last forever. In late 2015, his health was fail-
ing and he could hardly keep pace with his
young daughter. “I started dragging,” he
said. “Holy crap, I felt bad.” He started dialy-

sis in April and needed to go through the
process four times a day to purify his blood.
He referred to the time-consuming and tir-
ing process as his prison. Coleman’s inter-
vention also almost didn’t happen after an
init ia l  screening erroneously  sa id  she
wasn’t a match. 

Only after the testing company called
back in June to say it made a mistake did
Coleman learn she was a match. Her initial
eagerness to help out, though, was tem-
pered with second thoughts and fears until
she considered Dunn’s 6-year-old daughter.
Coleman’s grandmother had died of kidney
failure when her mother was a 6-year-old
girl. “I didn’t want his daughter to grow up
without a dad,” Coleman said. The surgery
last month was a success. Coleman went to
see Dunn afterward. “I wanted to make sure
my kidney could pee,” she said.

Dunn, 45, said he felt vibrant and grateful

three weeks later. In a note sent to Coleman
thanking her for her sacrifice, Dunn credited
her with persevering to help him. “Monday,
January 30th is a day I’ll remember forever,”
he wrote. “It ’s the day that someone did
something truly selfless for me. Colleen, you
are an answer to prayer and an amazing
example to everyone around you.” Coleman,
51, who returned to work to find flowers, a
cake and people hailing her as a hero, said
she was moved by the note from Dunn.

“I did not understand how impactful it
would be to help someone in this way,”
Coleman said. “There is a benefit to giving.
But hero is a very embarrassing word.” In
addition to the scars they both bear in their
midsections from the surgeries, they also
share other reminders of their bond. Dunn
gave Coleman a set of kidney-shaped Tiffany
earrings to thank her. She gave him a Tiffany
money clip in the shape of a kidney.—AP

Doctor-to-doctor donation: 

Kidney saves sick colleague

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Cardiovascular
diseases have been attributed to being
the leading cause of death worldwide.
More people worldwide die annually
from CVDs than from any other cause. An
estimated 17.5 million people died from
CVDs in 2012, which represents 31 per-
cent of all global deaths. Of these deaths,
an estimated 7.4 million were due to
coronary heart disease and 6.7 million
were due to stroke. 

CVDs are a group of disorders affect-
ing the heart and blood vessels, and
range from diseases of the blood vessels
supplying the heart muscle, brain, arms
and legs, damage to the heart muscle
and heart valves, malformations of heart
structure as well as blood clots. The most
important risk factors of heart disease to
consider are unhealthy diet, physical
inactivity, tobacco use. Aspirin therapy
which thins the blood is a preventative
measure that can reduce the risk of
major CVD events such as heart attacks
and strokes. 

It can be used as a secondary preven-
tion measure among individuals who
have experienced a heart attack or stroke
to prevent additional events. Prevention
remains the key component to help
reduce the risk of CVD. Studies have
shown that carrying out more than 150
minutes of moderate physical activity
every week can help reduce risk of coro-

nary heart disease by about 30%. Other
determining factors include quitting
smoking as well as balancing a healthy
nutritional diet.

In order to reduce the rising number
of CVDs in the region, individuals need to
be better educated on how to reduce the
risks. There is also the need for increased
government investment through nation-
al programs aimed at prevention and
control of CVDs and all chronic diseases.
Individuals and readers are encouraged
to check with their physicians before tak-
ing Aspirin and any other medication.

Heart disease growing 

health concern in GCC

Dr. Wael


