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Quasai Al-Shatti, director general of Kuwait’s Central
Agency for Information Technology, said financial insti-
tutions in his country have also been targeted. The
Shamoon virus was first deployed against the Saudi
energy sector in 2012. “There is no way you can prevent
the attack,” Mutairi said of the virus. After the 2012
Shamoon hacking, US intelligence officials said they
suspected a link to Saudi Arabia’s rival Iran.

The oil and gas-rich region’s organizational infra-

structure against hacking is still new, as experts become
increasingly focused on combating rising attacks. Saudi
Arabia’s National Cyber Security Centre has been set up
over the past two years but was only formally opened
this month. Qatar began its cyber security strategy in
2014, Khalid Al-Hashmi, the emirate’s Undersecretary of
Cyber Security, told the conference, which continues
today. “We need more attention to cyber security and
we need to add more professionals to the field of cyber
security,” said Saudi Prince Bandar Al-Mishari, assistant
interior minister for technology affairs.  — AFP 

Cyber attacks against Gulf on the rise
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Otaibi said the measure will ensure that amend-
ments to the election law or changing the constituen-
cies are in line with the constitution before they are
applied, thus preventing nullifying the election or elect-
ed assemblies like what happened in the past few years.

MP Youssef Al-Fadhalah meanwhile said he has
already completed two issues of the grilling he plans to
submit against Prime Minister HH Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah. Fadhalah reiterated that he plans to

submit the grilling on March 5, adding that he is work-
ing to complete the other issues. The lawmaker said the
issues in the grilling include placing the finances of the
country under risk, unfair and suspicious expenditures
and flagrant squandering of public funds.

He said other issues include attempts to cut spend-
ing by taking random measures that undermine the
national economy. Fadhalah said he is committed to
submitting the grilling on March 5, unless the govern-
ment holds to account “leaders of corruption” in the
ministry of health and answers his questions. He said he
will coordinate with other lawmakers over the grilling.

Hayef submits draft law to curb security...
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“For Aramco it’s more than just an outlet for its crude
supplies. They are now part owner of the plant.” He
added: “It’s really going to make this region - Singapore
and South Johor - a major refining and petrochemical
hub in Southeast Asia.”

The project is expected to create thousands of jobs in
Malaysia, according to Craig Erlam, a senior market ana-
lyst at Oanda, adding it would provide stiff competition to
Singapore, a major refinery hub. Najib made the refinery
announcement on the second day of a four-day state visit
to Malaysia by Saudi Arabia’s King Salman. He told
reporters: “The visit will cement and put our relationship
on a strong trajectory,” adding the Saudi head of state was
“satisfied and happy” the agreement would be signed.

Malaysia is keen to attract foreign investment as the

energy-exporting, trade-dependent economy has seen
growth steadily slow in recent years, denting revenues
and putting severe pressure on the ringgit. Earlier yes-
terday, Malaysian and Saudi Arabian officials signed sev-
eral other agreements on trade, human resources and
scientific and educational cooperation. In 2016, bilateral
trade rose 28 percent from a year earlier to 14 billion
ringgit ($3.2 billion). 

After Malaysia, King Salman is to visit Indonesia,
Brunei, Japan, China and the Maldives, the official Saudi
Press Agency said. The monarch will also visit Saudi
Arabia’s neighbor Jordan before returning home. Saudi
Arabia is the world’s largest oil exporter, with much of
its crude destined for customers in Asia. The kingdom is
eager to attract investment as it diversifies its economy,
including its upcoming initial public offering of part of
Aramco. — Agencies 

Aramco to invest $7bn in Malaysia
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The germs on the WHOs list were chosen based on
the severity of the infections they cause, how easily
they spread, how many working drugs remain and
whether new antibiotics to kill them are already being
developed. The list is divided into three categories of
priority: Critical, high and medium.

The top priorities are superbugs resistant to car-
bapenem antibiotics - a last-resort treatment for life-
threatening infections often spread in hospitals, nursing
homes and among patients who rely on ventilators and
catheters. In January, an American woman died of an
infection - resistant to all 27 available antibiotics -

caused by a germ called Enterobacteriaceae which is on
the WHO’s critical list. The second and third tiers contain
drug-resistant bacteria that cause “more common” dis-
eases such as gonorrhoea and salmonella-induced food
poisoning, said the WHO.

The list will be discussed with health experts of the
G20 group of major economies in Berlin this week, it
added. “New antibiotics targeting this priority list of
pathogens will help to reduce deaths due to resistant
infections around the world,” said Evelina Tacconelli of
the University of Tuebingen in Germany, who helped
draw up the index. Tuberculosis was not listed because
well-funded programs already exist to develop new
antibiotics, said the WHO. — AFP 

Dirty dozen: UN seeks new drugs against...

Continued from Page 1

Germany’s Deutsche Telekom includes several basic
phones in its catalogue to meet the needs of clients “who
just want to be reachable”, said a spokeswoman for the oper-
ator. Nokia’s original 3310 sold nearly 120 million units
worldwide, making it one of the world’s best-selling mobiles,
but it is unlikely the revamped version unveiled Sunday,
which includes Internet access, will post similar sales.

HMD Global, the Finnish start-up which bought the
rights to the Nokia brand last year and is making the
phones, is seeking publicity for the three other smart-
phones which it unveiled alongside the new 3310, said
Forrester analyst Thomas Husson. “It is a way to create a
halo effect around the other models by reviving talk about
the Nokia brand,” he said. Ian Fogg, head of mobile at
research firm IHS, said that HMD, as a start-up, “needs to
leverage the warm memories (of the 3310) and show that
they are innovating too. They don’t want to be seen as a
heritage brand.” 

Meanwhile, the smartphone revolution is poised to go
onto the next level - with “superphones” equipped with arti-
ficial intelligence now on the horizon. By learning their own-
ers’ habits, these new phones will be able to carry out tasks
even when they’re offline. During a first phase only high-end
smartphones will use the technology, like the new models
unveiled by China’s Huawei at the Mobile World Congress.

But the technology is quickly gaining ground. More than
300 million smartphones - or roughly a fifth of units sold
worldwide - will have the function in 2017, according to
Deloitte. “It is one of the key areas we are investing in. After
the smartphone, we will have the ‘superphone’ thanks to
artificial intelligence,” said Vincent Vantilcke, marketing
director for Huawei in France.

South Korea’s LG and Finland’s Nokia both announced in
Barcelona that they would use Google’s voice assistant -
which uses artificial intelligence to answer users’ questions -
in their newest handsets. “Every big company in the sector
is investing all their research and development on this,”
Gartner analyst Annette Zimmermann said. Today most
smartphones run their applications by consulting data
stored in external servers, known as the cloud.

But the arrival of faster processors will allow smart-
phones to use data already stored on the device - much like

a human brain does to translate words or recognize images.
“You teach a computer to analyse specific data, make sense
of this data and act on it,” Zimmermann said. In the future
“smartphones will almost make a decision before you do.
When you go somewhere, it knows where you want to go”
based on your usual habits, said Dexter Thillien, an analyst
at BMI Research.

California-based start-up Neura has developed a system
of artificial intelligence that can decode a smartphone
user’s daily patterns of behavior. To do this it combines data
gathered by the handset’s GPS tracker, the speed at at
which the phone owner is walking and other elements with
algorithms. It then generates insights about users’ past and
present actions and predictions about what they will do
next. Neura says its technology can be used to enable
smarter healthcare, cars, music services and homes by con-
stantly updating their portraits of user behaviour patterns.

With the new technology, a smartphone will be able to
know whether its owner is “running to catch a bus or
because he is jogging”, said Neura head Gilad Mieri. The
phone can then wait for the right moment to send its user a
notification - for example a reminder to take medication.
Machine-learning enhanced phones will focus mainly on
voice recognition, translation and image recognition, said
Ariane Bucaille, a tech specialist at Deloitte. This will enable
a smartphone to give a user directions without an internet
connection, she said. Smartphones with artificial intelli-
gence “will play an even more crucial role in people’s lives. It
is another revolution”, Bucaille said.

At the moment, the new technology is still being devel-
oped. “Where the profit comes from, that’s still a big ques-
tion,” Gartner’s Zimmerman said. Further down the line,
tech firms plan to use AI in other products, such as driver-
less cars, Thillien said. However, privacy concerns may throw
up a roadblock to the technology. A new European Union
data protection law which comes into effect in 2018 con-
tains “very restrictive” rules to prevent algorithms from mak-
ing decisions on their own, Thillien said.

But Bucaille argues that smartphones with AI are actually
safer because they do not store information on external
servers. This may ultimately act as a disincentive for tech
firms to develop AI for smartphones, as their business mod-
els so often rely on gathering and using data from users, said
Mouloud Dey, director of innovation at SAS in Paris. — AFP 

Dumbphones survive smartphone rise 

A cat yawns outside Eyup Sultan Mosque in Istanbul yesterday. — AFP 

Men fly their kites during celebrations of Orthodox Clean Monday in Ayia Napa in Cyprus yesterday. Cypriots
traditionally celebrate Clean Monday, the beginning of Lent in the Eastern Orthodox Church calendar, by eat-
ing seafood to signify a break with meat-eating and the start of a 40-day fast until Easter. — AP 


