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MEXICO CITY: The Catholic Church in
Mexico on Sunday accused the government
of adopting an attitude of fear and “submis-
sion” over US President Donald Trump’s
immigration measures, which it labeled “ter-
rorism.” Mexican authorities “only make dec-
larations and promises, their reactions are
lukewarm and they also show fear and even

worse, submission,” read an editorial in the
Church’s From the Faith weekly.

The editorial, entitled “Migrant Terrorism,”
criticized Trump’s immigration measures,
which aim to expel millions of undocument-
ed migrants from the United States. The
Trump administration issued tough new
orders Tuesday for a sweeping crackdown

on illegal immigrants, putting nearly all of
the country’s 11 million undocumented for-
eigners in its crosshairs. “What Mr Trump
does is not only apply inhuman legalism,
but a real act of terror,” the editorial said.

The new rules make it easier for US
Border Patrol and immigration officers to
quickly deport any illegal immigrants they

find, with only a few exceptions, principally
children. But on Thursday, US Homeland
Security Secretary John Kelly and Secretary
of State Rex Tillerson met with Mexican min-
isters promising no “mass deportations” or
use of military force to expel immigrants.

Trump has infuriated Mexico by insisting
the country pay for a border wall to keep

undocumented immigrants out. Mexico’s
foreign minister has warned that his country
will impose tariffs on US products if the
United States taxes Mexican imports to
finance the wall. The country has also prom-
ised in recent days that it will not accept
deportees from the United States unless
they are Mexican nationals. — AFP 

Mexico Catholic Church: Govt submits to Trump ‘terrorism’

WASHINGTON: Hundreds of people
marched and prayed Sunday in the
Midwestern US city where an Indian expa-
triate was killed and another wounded in a
suspected hate crime that has prompted
calls for action. 

Indians at home and in the United States
have expressed shock at Wednesday’s
shooting in the Kansas community of
Olathe that saw a drunk white man scream
racial slurs and allegedly open fire on two
young Indian engineers, killing one.

Alok Madasani, the 32-year-old Indian
engineer who survived, told a prayer vigil
Sunday that he was suffering profound loss
after the death of his dear friend of nine
years. “It’s hard to believe he is not with me,
not with us anymore,” Madasani said. “What
happened that night is something we all
wish didn’t happen, but it happened.”

Throngs of concerned citizens and
mourners marched through the Kansas City
suburb in memory of the slain man, 32-
year-old Srinivas Kuchibhotla, and in cele-
bration of Madasani’s survival. The event
also honored Ian Grillot, a white bar patron
being hailed a hero for trying to help. He is
being treated in hospital for gunshot
wounds in the chest and hand. Bundled in
winter coats, marchers stretched for blocks
down a sidewalk near the city ’s Ball
Conference Center, holding posters with
messages about peace and unity, and
chanting slogans such as “Together we
stand, divided we fall!” and “Unity is part of
community!”

During the rally, the city of Olathe
tweeted: “We stand together in our grief; in
our support of the victims, their family &
friends. And always, we stand together.
#OneOlathe.” 

Madasani, who had been taken to the
hospital after the shooting, was greeted
with applause when he hobbled into the
room on crutches, and later told the audi-
ence about how his friend, whom he
would meet at the bar almost weekly, was
“always making sure the people around
him were happy.” 

The ceremony, which opened with
Hindu, Christian, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh

prayers, was held at the packed community
center, with a large overflow crowd forced
to stand outside. It ended with the audi-
ence lighting candles and singing John
Lennon’s “Imagine.”

‘Shameful’ incidents 
During the attack, the alleged suspect,

Adam Purinton, 51, reportedly screamed
racial slurs and told the two Indian men,
who had been living in the United States
for several years and working as aviation
systems engineers for GPS manufacturer
Garmin, to “Get out of my country.”

He was arrested after police got a tip
from a bartender in a nearby town that the
suspect boasted of having killed two
Middle Eastern men, The Kansas City Star
reported. Purinton has been charged with
premeditated first-degree murder and two
counts of attempted premeditated first-
degree murder and is being held on a $2
million bond. 

The FBI is trying to determine if the
shooting was a hate crime. India’s
Information and Broadcasting minister
reacted harshly to the attack, stating that
the United States must “unequivocally
respond and condemn such incidents.”
“USA should respond to this incident.
American President and people of America,
they should come out openly to condemn
such actions... and then take strongest
action,” M Venkaiah Naidu was quoted as
saying by the Press Trust of India.

A GoFundMe online fundraiser page was
quickly set up after the shooting, and as of
Sunday had collected more than $630,000,
much of it in small contributions of $5 and
$10. The money is to help with the funeral
expenses “and other ongoing grief / recov-
ery support costs” for Kuchibhotla’s widow
Sunayana Dumala. Meanwhile, Madasani’s
father Jagan Mohan Reddy, a chief engi-
neer with the Telangana state govern-
ment, told AFP he and his wife would
spend at least a week in the US before
“taking stock of what to do (next).” “They
lost a dear friend (Kuchibhotla) in the
attack but somehow, by God’s grace, my
son survived,” Reddy said. — AFP 

GENEVA: The US claimed its seat yesterday on
the Human Rights Council under the new presi-
dency of Donald Trump, whose election has pro-
voked deep concern over the body’s future. Over
its 11-year history, the council has come in for
criticism, including allegations that it has, at
times, been co-opted by rights abusers who
push resolutions attacking their geopolitical
rivals, with genuine rights issues marginalized.

But the 47-member panel has had successes-
thanks to support from Barack Obama’s adminis-
tration which held a seat on the council for most
of his eight-year term, civil society groups say.
Many of the issues prioritized by Obama’s UN
envoys-including violations in North Korea,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka and South Sudan-remain on
the agenda.  In a keynote address, United
Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres
warned that the world was facing “a time of
urgency” and that the council was needed more
than ever. 

“Disregard for human rights is a disease, and
it is a disease that is spreading,” he said. “The
Human Rights Council must be part of the cure.”
Trump’s State Department has not yet named an
envoy to the body and was represented at yes-
terday’s session by veteran foreign service officer
Erin Barclay. 

Withdrawal over Israel? 
Trump’s international agenda remains murky

but rights advocates have warned that the early
signs do not bode well for either the council or
the broader human rights agenda. 

“Clearly ‘America First’ does not suggest an
approach that (prioritises) multilateral engage-
ment,” said John Fisher of Human Rights Watch
(HRW) in Geneva, referring to Trump’s foreign
policy doctrine.

HRW also reacted to media reports that the
US was considering quitting the council-before
its term expires in 2019 — over the body’s treat-
ment of Israel. “A decision by the United States
to withdraw from the UN Human Rights Council
over its criticism of Israeli policy and its overall
effectiveness would be a misguided and short-

sighted step,” the group’s UN director Louis
Charbonneau said in a statement. 

Pro-Israel groups have repeatedly noted that
the Jewish state has been targeted by more
rights council resolutions than any other nation.
Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas, who
addressed the opening session, said his people’s
issue would be a “litmus test” for the council’s
effectiveness. Assuming the US keeps its seat,
there is “significant concern” about Washington’s
capacity to take a leadership role based on
Trump’s early moves, according to Fisher. 

“When the administration has issued an exec-
utive order that bans travel from seven mainly-
Muslim countries it erodes the US’ moral credi-
bility and ability to engage in initiatives around
the UN,” Fisher told AFP. Trump’s travel ban has
been blocked in court. For UN rights chief Zeid
Ra’ad Al Hussein, nations have a duty to resist
“political actors ... (who) threaten the multilateral
system or intend to withdraw from parts of it”.
“Our rights, the rights of others, the very future

of our planet cannot, must not be thrown aside
by these reckless political profiteers,” Zeid said in
his opening speech. 

Decisive influence
The precursor to the rights council was the

UN Commission on Human Rights, a body
deemed so dysfunctional that former UN secre-
tary general Kofi Annan scrapped it. When the
new council was born in 2006, the US adminis-
tration of George W.  Bush did not fight for a seat
or meaningfully engage, according to a January
report from the Council on Foreign Relations
(CFR) think-tank. 

The early years saw countries like Algeria,
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia controlling the coun-
cil, the CFR said, arguing that things began to
turn when Obama’s administration secured a
seat in 2009. The US began “to chip away at the
council’s deficiencies while strengthening its
capacity as a credible international human rights
institution,” it said. — AFP
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DUESSELDORF: A float showing US President Donald Trump and the Statue of Liberty are seen
the Rose Monday carnival parade. —AFP 


