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Villagers parading a dragon next to a highway in the fields near Gutian village, Liancheng county of China’s eastern Fujian province.

Villagers parading a dragon through a tunnel next to a highway in the fields
near Gutian village, Liancheng county of China’s eastern Fujian province.

Villagers parading a dragon through an ancient compound in Peitian village,
Liancheng county of China’s eastern Fujian province. — AFP photos

This file photo shows ‘Two Discs’ (right), a sculpture by Alexander Calder on loan from the Hirshhorn Museum in
Washington, DC, and the Olivier Music Barn (left) seen at the Tippet rise Art Center near Fishtail, Montana.

This file photo shows tourists, as they observe
‘Beartooth Portal,’ a work by Spanish sculptors
Anton Garcia-Abril and Debora Mesa, known
together as Ensamble Studio, at the Tippet Rise
Art Center near Fishtail, Montana.  — AFP

Villagers parading a dragon before burning it as an offering in Gutian village. Children eating ice cream as they await a dragon parade in Peitian village.

Villagers parading a dragon through fields near Gutian village, Liancheng
county of China’s eastern Fujian province.

Dragons several hundred meters long snake their way
down pastoral roads and through country hamlets, part
of centuries-old Chinese folk celebrations for a mythical

creature revered as a blessing. The visually striking festival is
among a range of colorful traditional observances unique to
eastern Fujian province and its Hakka people and held each
year in conjunction with the Lantern Festival, which fell this
year on February 11.

The dragon is believed to scare off bad luck and bring the
rains needed by farming communities in Liancheng county, a
rural area of Fujian. In the village of Gutian on Saturday, resi-
dents began their two-day dragon parade by slitting the throat
of a squealing pig on the grounds of a temple, the animal's
blood spouting into a pan and later poured onto the head of
the paper-and-wood dragon. The giant beast was then carried
by dozens of local men through farms and villages.

Bringing up the rear was the dragon's tail, separated
from the rest of the body because locals believe attaching it
may bring too much rain. Later that night the dragon was
paraded in circles outside a local government compound as
fireworks crackled. The dragon was dismantled at night, but
the parade resumed the next day. The dragon's head started
out first, joined in succession by other sections until it was
complete again.

It was eventually lit up in flames on the grounds of the tem-
ple where it all started, an offering for a bountiful year ahead. A
few days earlier, the well-preserved ancient Hakka village of
Peitian had its own parade of eleven illuminated dragons,
observances dating back to the Ming dynasty, which ruled
China from 1368 to 1644. — AFP

Enter the dragon: Rural Chinese honor mythical beast

Tippet Rise, an ambitious music center in the rolling hills
of Montana, on Tuesday announced a second season
that will include a premiere by leading composer Aaron

Jay Kernis. The Tippet Rise Art Center opened last year on a
sweeping ranch in the western US state, aiming to bring
world-class classical musicians to a venue in nature with con-
certs attended by no more than 150 people at a time. The
estate-which features original sculptures, communal dinners
and, this year, a new 5.5 kilometers (three and a half miles) of
hiking and bicycle trails-is funded by free-spirited philanthro-
pists Peter and Cathy Halstead who sell tickets for just $10.

The second season, which takes place over the summer,
will feature a world premiere of a work by Kernis for piano and
cello. The premiere will mark the first of three years of com-
missioned works at Tippet Rise by the Pulitzer Prize-winning
composer, known for his neo-Romantic style that incorporates
contemporary influences.

Kernis is perhaps most famous for a 1983 incident at the
New York Philharmonic when music director Zubin Mehta
stopped one of his pieces, saying the score was vague, and
the then 23-year-old composer insisted he go on. Performers
set for Tippet Rise's new season include the cellist Zuill Bailey,
who shared two Grammy Awards on Sunday, and the Russian
pianist Yevgeny Sudbin, who will open the season in July with
works that include Liszt and Tchaikovsky. 

The season will close with a festival of films about architec-
ture and design including a documentary on artist Stephen
Talasnik. Two of his sculptures were recently acquired by
Tippet Rise. The Halsteads, in designing Tippet Rise, have said
that they are looking for a new model on how to present clas-
sical music and art rather than building another big urban
hall. The latest season will include a weekend of music for
wind instruments and piano meant to complement the natu-
ral setting. — AFP

Design duo Mark Badgley and James Mischka, known
for show-stopping red-carpet gowns, are bringing
the glamour of their fashion shows to a living room

near you. The designers describe their first-ever Badgley
Mischka Home Collection, launching today, as "couture furni-
ture" infused with old Hollywood glamour. "We love when a
piece of furniture has a little bit of atmosphere to it, where it
sort of harks back to the golden era of Hollywood. At the
same time, it's our quest to keep every piece modern. So it's
been a real luxury and a real treat to work on something
besides a red-carpet ball gown," said Badgley during an
exclusive sneak peek of the collection in Los Angeles.

Badgley and Mischka also pulled inspiration straight from
their runway collection, which they will present today during
New York Fashion Week. Some of the furniture will be used in
the show. "We used a lot of fabrics that were reminiscent of
fabrics that we are using on the couture collection," said
Mischka. "Our (fashion) collection is done with a lot of hand-
beading and a lot of very intricate work on the couture
gowns. And this collection also has handwork on it. All the
finishes are distressed by hand. . It's extremely labor inten-
sive, which is very much like our couture gowns."

Their approach to designing for the dining room and the
red carpet is the same: The devil is in the details. "We were
very involved, from sketching. We scoured Europe for fabrica-
tions. We flew in tiny little planes to the middle of nowhere
where we could find the craftsmanship to execute certain
processes. It was a real labor of love," Badgley said.

The collection ranges in price from $100 to $10,000, and
includes accent pieces, beds, chairs, sofas, tables, cabinets,
candles and artwork. It will be available on the designers'
website and at Neiman Marcus. Colorful sketches of Badgley
Mischka gowns were blown up and framed. Lush fabrics line

a gold, zebra-print bench and a velvet octagonal coffee
table. Like a dress with a wow moment on the back, there's a
sleek, gray couch with striking geometric wood pattern only
seen from behind.

Their favorite piece? A masculine, dark wood desk with
gold detailing and curved architectural flair. "It's very sensu-
ous," Badgley said. "It's very simple. Nothing pretentious
about it, but the finishings make it, and elevate it to such a
couture piece. ... These pieces are timeless. James and I have
never liked trendy pieces. We don't like trendy clothes. We
certainly don't like trendy furniture. When James and I buy a
piece, we want to know that it's going to be in the home for
the next 20, 30, 40 years. And that, to us, is what this furniture
stands for." — AP

Get your home red-carpet-ready
with Badgley Mischka 

Ambitious Western US 
music center plans premiere

Photo shows pieces from the Badgley Mischka Home Collection on display in Los Angeles.  — AP photos

Photo shows pieces from the Badgley Mischka Home
Collection on display in Los Angeles.


