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Bee’ah, the Middle East’s leading
and award-winning environmental
management company, will head-

line the first ever Gulf Sustainability and
CSR Awards (GSCSR) to recognise efforts
made in 2016.  As a sponsor and strategic
partner in GSCSR, Bee’ah will raise the
bar of sustainability and increase aware-
ness of CSR in the Gulf region and
beyond. The Finals and Awards
Ceremony of GSCSR took place yesterday
at Jumeirah Creekside Hotel, Dubai. 

Over 250 senior sustainability and CSR
professionals will be in attendance and
75 finalists representing blue chip com-
panies across a range of industry sectors.
The ceremony is organised by Awards
International, the leading and most cred-
ible, independently-judged awards com-

pany in the Middle East.
Bee’ah’s Group CEO, Khaled Al

Huraimel, comments on the occasion:
“Bee’ah will always extend its unwaver-
ing support for initiatives that empower
individuals and companies to take the
lead in sustainability and CSR. We are
committed to the community, in line
with the UAE Vision 2021, by providing
the best standard of sustainability.”

He added: “At Bee’ah, we have set an
example in the UAE and the region as a
leading environmental management
company that operates responsibly. We
aim to recognise the pinnacle achievers
at GSCSR 2016 to share our knowledge
and expertise with others in the various
industries as well.”

Mark Hamill, Managing Director of

Awards International UAE, exclaimed,
“Bee’ah have been Winners in many cate-
gories related to Sustainability in one of
our other Awards programmes therefore
they are the optimal choice to be
Headline Sponsors for these Awards.
They have been at the forefront of lead-
ing environmental change by applying
the best international practices to con-
serve the UAE’s valuable resources.”

The Gulf Sustainability and CSR
Awards, the first-of-its-kind in the region,
provide recognition for companies and
individuals implementing outstanding
sustainability and CSR initiatives in their
fields. The Awards also aim to promote
organisations and businesses as a vehicle
for sharing best practices and to encour-
age continuous improvement through

personal development.
The key sponsors and partners are

offering support to make this awards
programme a success. The Finals and
Awards Ceremony will represent the cul-
mination of an arduous and worthwhile
journey as the finalists will deliver pre-
sentations to open judging panels, fol-
lowed by the announcement of the win-
ners of each category during the Gala
lunch. 

Four experts from Bee’ah will be a
part of the esteemed judging committee
and through its invaluable participation,
Bee’ah will emphasise the importance of
CSR efforts in the region. Bee’ah’s role in
the ceremony is statement of intent: to
continue to make great strides in the
field of sustainability as part of their mis-

sion for a better tomorrow. 
The award categories include: Best

Community Development, Best
Sustainability Education Programme,
Learning and Education Programmes,
Clean Technology, Environmental
Sustainability Programmes, Green
Building, Innovation in Sustainable
Technologies, Waste Management, Water
Treatment and Management, Best
Workplace and HR Practices, Cause-relat-
ed Marketing Campaign, Employee
Programme, Sustainable Business
Models and Awareness Programmes,
Government CSR Initiative, Government
Sustainability Initiative, Social Enterprise,
CSR Professional of the Year, CSR Team of
the Year, Sustainability Professional, and
Sustainability Team of the Year.

Bee’ah supports the first ever Gulf Sustainability and CSR Awards 

PARIS: French pedestrians have the reputation
of being a law unto themselves-but an unusual
study has provided some scientific backing for
the stereotype. Four times out of 10, French
pedestrians cross the road when the lights are
against them, according to a paper published
yesterday. In disciplined Japan, though, the rate
is 20 times lower. Cedric Sueur of Strasbourg
University in eastern France led a team that ana-
lyzed behavior at three pedestrian crossings in
Strasbourg and four in the Japanese city of
Nagoya.

The researchers recorded 3,814 crossings in
Strasbourg and 1,631 in Nagoya. The rule break-
ing was vastly different between the two coun-
tries-in France, 41.9 percent of crossings took
place against a red light, but this was just 2.1
percent in Japan. Men and young people aged
20-30 were more inclined than women and old-
er people to cross illegally. Different degrees of
social conformity explain the gap in behavior
between the two countries, researchers reported
in the journal Royal Society Open Science.

“The French have less respect for the rules...
We are less concerned with social approval,”
Sueur said. “It’s not that the fear of a ticket is big-
ger in Japan than in France. It’s that people (in
Japan) are more concerned about the opinion of
others.” The role of group behavior on pedestrian
traffic is a major factor in safety, the study found.
Such research “could help target specific preven-

tive, culture-specific solutions for pedestrian
safety,” it said. According to the World Health

Organization (WHO), nearly 300,000 pedestrians
lose their lives on the road every year.—AFP 

MANILA: Quake-prone countries around the
Pacific Ocean yesterday began a joint exercise
testing their ability to deliver timely warnings of
approaching tsunamis to tens of millions of peo-
ple living along the coast. The annual “Pacific
Wave” exercise is taking place in a region where
nearly eight in 10 of the world’s tsunamis-giant
waves usually caused by underwater earth-
quakes-occur, the UN Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization said. 

Though no actual evacuations will be con-
ducted during the three days of drills, civil
defense offices will rehearse the relaying of
tsunami warnings for large quakes off the coasts
of Chile and Peru, Colombia and Ecuador, the
Philippines, the Solomon Islands, Tonga and
Vanuatu. The warnings will be sent to the partici-
pants by tsunami monitoring centers in Hawaii,
Japan, and, for the first time, China. “This is very
important for us because it allows us to receive
advance warnings of tsunamis long before they

arrive,” seismologist Rommel Grutas of the
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology said in Manila. 

Grutas said one scenario involved a move-
ment of the Manila Trench, a large and unstable
undersea rift that runs the length of the
Philippine archipelago and which triggers at
least one minor earthquake each month. A large
movement of the trench launched a quake and a
tsunami on Manila Bay and nearby areas in the
1800s, he added. Grutas said only his agency was
involved this year because the government’s civil
defense office was busy addressing the fallout
from a 6.5-magnitude quake that killed at least
six people on the large southern island of
Mindanao last week.  UNESCO said its
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
set up a Pacific tsunami warning system to
address the recurring threat in 1965, after a
tsunami hit the coasts of Chile, Hawaii, Japan,
and the Philippines, killing 224 people. —AFP 

PARIS: This file photo shows people walking past a traffic light in Paris.—AP
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Quake-prone Pacific nations 

hold joint tsunami drills

NEW YORK: US President Donald Trump’s
vow to roll back government regulations at
least 75 percent is causing anxiety for some
pharmaceutical executives that a less
robust Food and Drug Administration
would make it harder to secure insurance
coverage for pricey new medicines. The
prospect of big change at the regulatory
agency comes as drugmakers are under fire
for high prices, including Marathon
Pharmaceuticals LLC, which said Monday it
was “pausing” the launch of its Duchenne
muscular dystrophy drug after US lawmak-
ers questioned its $89,000 a year price.

Industry trade group Biotechnology
Innovation Organization told Reuters that
during high-level discussions with Trump
advisors, lobbyists urged the administra-
tion not to name a new commissioner of
the Food and Drug Administration who
would act rashly to speed up the agency’s
approval of new medicines. That sentiment
was echoed by executives at more than a
dozen pharmaceutical and biotechnology
firms, who told Reuters that the FDA is
already adopting new drug development
models and warned that a looser review
process would put patients at risk.

“People often argue that the FDA is too
restrictive,” said Roger Perlmutter, head of
research and development at Merck & Co
Inc. “We have the sense that the balance is
pretty right ... you have to have a well-char-
acterized risk/benefit profile.” That stance
underscores the unique position the drug
industry finds itself in when it comes to
regulating its products. While most sectors
welcome less oversight, drugmakers say a
robust review process is critical in convinc-
ing physicians and insurers that a pricey
new medicine has value. 

Damaging approach 
Otherwise, the time and money it takes

to get a new drug to market -  estimates
run as high as $2.6 billion - would be lost if
insurers are not willing to pay for the prod-
uct. “It is great that the administration is
seeking deregulation ... to make sure the
private sector can be more competitive,”
said John Maraganore, chief executive offi-
cer at Alnylam Pharmaceuticals Inc and co-
chair of BIO’s regulatory committee. “But
payers are looking for evidence of value.”

He said the FDA should speed the
approval of lower cost generic versions of
drugs that have lost patent protection, but
warned that allowing novel products to be
launched without extensive testing could
be dangerous. “Any change at the FDA that
allows drugs to be tried out on patients
without clinical evidence is a damaging
approach,” said Jeremy Levin, chief execu-
tive officer at Ovid Therapeutics Inc., which

is developing drugs for rare diseases.
Health insurers are pushing back

against high-priced drugs.   Sales of
expensive new cholesterol drugs from
Amgen Inc and Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals Inc have stalled as insur-
ers limit coverage until they see results of
trials designed to prove that the drugs
significantly lower the risk of heart attack
and other cardiovascular crises. “It is one
thing to get a drug approved, but you
have got to get reimbursed,” said Paul
Perreault, CEO at biotech company CSL
Ltd, adding that won’t happen unless pay-
ers see proof that a new drug is better
than what is already available.

More competition 
To be sure, some pharmaceutical execu-

tives have been vocal about the need for
deregulation. Reducing regulation “will
help with drug prices, because it will
induce more competition,” Pfizer Inc CEO
Ian Read said on a recent conference call.
After top executives at Merck, Johnson &
Johnson and others met at the White
House last month with Trump, who
pledged to “streamline” the FDA, industry
trade group Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America said the meeting
found common ground such as tax reform,
and removal of outdated regulations. The
trade group declined to comment on
changes at the FDA.

The prospect of a shake-up at the FDA is
being welcomed by a new class of investor
with ambitions to disrupt the current drug
development model, in which larger phar-
maceutical players often buy or license early-
stage medicines, and reap the bigger
rewards if they succeed. “The system we
have now has its roots 50, 60 even 70 years
ago ... it has become incredibly expensive,”
said Tim Shannon, of venture capital firm
Canaan Partners. He supports the notion
that some prescription medications could
reach the market, possibly at discounted
prices, once testing shows they are safe. If
such controlled usage indicates that they are
also effective, prices could then be raised.

“We want to make healthcare itself more
efficient,” he said. “Let the marketplace
decide how valuable a drug is.” The fate of
deregulating the FDA will be driven by its
next commissioner. President Trump said
last month he has a “fantastic person” lined
up for the role. Candidates, according to
sources close to the administration, include
former FDA staffer Scott Gottlieb, and Jim
O’Neill, a colleague of Trump supporter
Peter Thiel who has advocated for allowing
some medicines to reach the market once
they are shown to be safe, even if there is
scant evidence that they work.—Reuters

Pharma industry shuns Trump 

push for radical shift at FDA 


