
WELLINGTON: London Olympics bronze
medallist Simon Van Velthooven has been
training with Team New Zealand’s for this
year’s America’s Cup regatta as the syndi-
cate turned to pedal power for their chal-
lenge, local media reported yesterday. The
team, who officially launch their new
AC50 boat today ahead of the regatta that
starts in May, were photographed on
Tuesday with their grinders seated and
powering the hydraulics needed to con-
trol the wingsail with their legs.

Local television then showed the
super-fast foiling yacht on Waitemata
Harbour in Auckland on Wednesday with
four members of the six-man team ped-
alling, rather than using their arms to
power the winches that provide the
hydraulic pressure.

TVNZ reported that Van Velthooven,
who won bronze in the kierin at the
London Games but missed selection for
last year ’s Rio Olympics, had been
involved in helping with the design of the
system. A Cycling New Zealand
spokesman also told local media that Van
Velthooven had been granted a leave of

absence from their sport’s high perform-
ance programme but was unsure as to
what he was doing.

Former Team New Zealand skipper
Dean Barker, who is leading Japan’s chal-
lenge for the America’s Cup, however, was
not overly impressed with the innovation,
having also considered switching to ped-
al power but ruled it out.

“We evaluated it and didn’t think it
would pay for itself,” Barker told Radio
Sport. “There’s a real balance... the theory is
100 percent correct. Cycling will produce a
hell of a lot more power. “But the dynamics
of these boats, changing sides frequently,
different manoeuvres, there is a cost to go
down that path. “Good on them for giving
a different concept a go. All the teams
have evaluated-we have, Oracle also-and
the decision we took is that it isn’t going to
pay for itself.” The regatta for the challeng-
ing syndicates-from Britain, Sweden,
Japan, France and New Zealand-starts in
Bermuda on May 26 with the America’s
Cup beginning on June 17 between the
winner of the qualifying regatta and hold-
ers Oracle Team USA. — Reuters
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TOKYO: Problems surrounding the venue for the 2020
Tokyo Olympics golf events, which does not allow full
membership for women, stem from documents pre-
pared for the original bid, a Japanese media report said
yesterday. Calls have arisen to move the tournament
away from the private Kasumigaseki Country Club in
Saitama prefecture because of a policy that forbids
women from playing on Sundays and excludes them
from becoming a full members.

A board meeting last week postponed a decision on
the issue, which its head called “a nuisance”.

After the venue was selected to host the tournament
in 2012, it received approval from the International Golf
Federation (IGF) but the club’s policy was not included
in explanatory material at that time, NHK public televi-
sion said. Despite earning selection, a member of the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government’s bid committee
warned the club that its policy could create problems
for violating the Olympic charter’s rules on equality.

Quoting information given to the government in
2012, NHK added that the bid committee member was
told by the club that it would “fix things” and thinking

the issue was resolved, opted not to mention the policy
in documents prepared in English.

A Kasumigaseki Country Club official confirmed to
NHK that the club had been warned but said it had
replied: “If this becomes a problem, we will have a
mutual discussion at that time. We did not say we
would fix things.” The International Golf Federation was
quoted by NHK as saying they did not know until
recently that the club did not admit women as full
members. Nobody was available at the club for com-
ment yesterday and Tokyo 2020 spokesperson Hikariko

Ono said the Organising Committee was not aware of
any communications between the Bid Committee and
other parties during the bidding process.

“If the media reports are correct, we believe the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government should explain clearly to
Kasumigaseki Country Club what actually transpired at the
time,” Ono added in an email response to written ques-
tions. “Kasumigaseki Country Club is aware of the IOC’s
request to change its membership policy and is holding
internal discussions. The Organising Committee will con-
tinue to monitor developments carefully.” — Reuters
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MELBOURNE: Golf has clung slavishly to its cen-
turies-old traditions and long ignored growing
calls for reform but the ancient sport will be
nudged gently towards modernity at the inau-
gural World Super 6 tournament in Australia this
week. The European Tour co-sanctioned event at
Perth’s Lake Karrinyup Country Club will ditch
convention by deciding Sunday’s winner in a
final day matchplay shootout after three rounds
of regular strokeplay.

The innovation will promise a more “punchy”
finish for spectators and television audiences,
organisers hope, as a full field whittled down to
24 players compete in pairs in six-hole playoffs
until only one remains.

While more evolution than revolution, it’s a
tweak unprecedented on any of the world’s
major professional tours.  It also counted as a
necessary experiment for a game that was strug-
gling to lure a new generation of participants
and fans in golf’s mature markets, according to
the Australian PGA Tour. “The challenge for a lot
of sport, and particularly for golf, is the demo-
graphic of the average golfer and golf fan is a bit
older,” PGA Australia’s chief commercial officer
Steve Ayles told Reuters yesterday.

“We’re basically the number one sport for
over-45s.  “This form of event certainly appeals
to a younger demographic and certainly appeals
to people who are time-poor.  “And we believe
that this will be a great spectacle.” The Scottish
city of Perth is renowned for its rich golf her-
itage, with King James IV having made the first
recorded purchase of golf clubs from a local
bowmaker there in 1502, but its Australian
namesake is an unlikely launch-pad for reform.
With most of the world’s top golfers competing
at the $7 million Genesis Open on the PGA Tour,
a modest field headlined by Swedish world
number 11 Alex Noren and former British Open
winner Louis Oosthuizen will battle in the
A$1.75 million ($1.34 million) event at Lake
Karrinyup.

DECLINING PARTICIPATION
“I think it’s great that we try new things and I

think it’s going to be exciting for the crowds and
nice for the TV viewers too,” Noren said.

“I think anything where the crowd experi-
ences a new way for us to play the game is good.
I think we should work out more ways to do this
kind of thing.”

The top 10 rankings are laden with 20-some-
things, including Australian world number one
Jason Day and Northern Ireland’s second-ranked
Rory McIlroy, but in the sport’s traditional mar-
kets, fans and participants are ageing and thin-

ning.  Australia, where huge crowds once
flocked to local courses when favourite son Greg
Norman was in his pomp, has battled to attract
sponsors and fans to its marquee events in
recent years, while struggling to arrest declining
rates of participation.  Golf tourism fuelled by
international visitors has taken up some of the
slack for the embattled industry but scores of
lower-profile private clubs have slashed fees to
lure new members.

Australia has never wanted for a pioneering
spirit, however, and local sports have gladly
ditched tradition in a bid to innovate and open
new markets.

The nation’s domestic Twenty20 cricket com-
petition, the ‘Big Bash’, has proved an outrageous
success since its inaugural tournament in 2011-
12, its glitzy mix of sport and entertainment
drawing huge attendances and television audi-
ences.  The national athletics federation has also

attempted to foment revolution with the recent
staging of the inaugural Nitro Series in
Melbourne, where Usain Bolt and his ‘All-Star’
internationals competed against five nations in a
team-based event held over three meetings.

Organisers promise a similarly relaxed and
informal atmosphere at Lake Karrinyup, where
there will be live music, DJs and a specially built
90-metre ‘shootout hole’ to act as a tie-breaker
for pairs who halve their six-hole matchplay
duels.  But with the tournament still dominated
by conventional strokeplay over the opening
three days, it will not be so revolutionary as to
upset the silver-haired set.  “This tournament is
not to say that strokeplay events aren’t still pop-
ular,” Ayles added. “They are immensely popular
around the world. This really just provides an
alternative.  “If all goes well, we would certainly
consider expanding this across Australia and
then potentially, Europe and Asia.” — Reuters

Quiet revolution brews 

at Super 6 event in Perth

KUALA LUMPUR: In this Oct. 28, 2016 file photo, Lydia Ko of New Zealand checks her line on
the eleventh green during the second round of the LPGA golf tournament at Tournament
Players Club (TPC) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. A day ahead of the start of the Women’s
Australian Open at Royal Adelaide, the 21-year-old Thai golfer Ariya Jutanugarn also says she’s
not putting pressure on herself to overtake Ko for the No. 1 ranking. — AP

MELBOURNE: Australian long distance
swimming great Grant Hackett was arrest-
ed and detained by police in the Gold
Coast yesterday  after a “breakdown” at his
parents’ home, local media reported.

The troubled triple Olympic champion’s
father told local newspaper, the Gold Coast
Bulletin, that he had called the police so his
36-year-old son could be given help.

“Grant’s got a medical problem and it
manifested itself here this morning... he
was raving and ranting a bit,” Neville
Hackett told the paper.

“He’s been receiving treatment from a
doctor. He’s big and powerful when he’s
not happy. We decided he needed some
treatment but there was no way he was
going to go and get treatment this morn-
ing, so we called the police.

“The only way the police can do any-
thing under the law of the land is to arrest
him for domestic violence.” Neville Hackett
said the swimmer had not made any
threats but was not “what you say is a nor-
mal person”. Local broadcaster Channel
Seven posted video footage of Hackett

being driven to a local police station in
handcuffs. A Queensland Police spokesman
said a man had been arrested “following a
disturbance at a Surfer’s Avenue address at
Mermaid Waters around midday”.

Grant Hackett’s agent was unavailable
for comment. Hackett won 1,500 metres
gold at the 2000 Sydney Olympics and at
Athens in 2004 before retiring after the
2008 Games in Beijing, where he won silver
in the event. The 10-times world champion
returned to the pool last year to make an
unsuccessful bid to qualify for the Rio
Olympics. He was questioned by airport
police in Melbourne last April after an alter-
cation with a passenger on a flight. He said
he had been binge drinking in the wake of
his Olympic disappointment and publicly
apologised. Hackett has previously strug-
gled with prescription drug problems and
admitted he became dependent on a sleep
medication. The swimmer flew to the
United States in 2014 to spend time in a
rehab centre after he was spotted topless
and disoriented in the lobby of a
Melbourne casino. — Reuters
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LONDON: Huddersfield were one of the
favourites for Super League glory a year ago
before an underwhelming campaign ensued-so
coach Rick Stone knows the importance of a
good start this time around.

The Giants play their first home game of the
season against Salford today after an impressive
28-16 opening-round win at Widnes hinted at a
brighter season ahead after they finished bot-
tom of the 2016 table and narrowly survived rel-
egation via the Qualifiers.

Stone arrived mid-way through last season
from NRL’s Newcastle Knights in Australia so was
forced to focus on survival.

But he has bigger goals this year, and says
Huddersfield’s season could be shaped by their
first six fixtures, which includes winnable games
against Wakefield Trinity and newly-promoted
Leigh. “A good start is important in every season
but probably a bit more so for the Giants this
season considering the way we finished last
year,” Stone said.

“For us the first six games are really important
and we can get some confidence and some con-
tinuity to help give us a springboard forward for
the rest of the year. “I think the Giants have been
under the radar quite a bit and I am happy to see
that. “If you win more than you lose, you will be
in the top eight and if you win a high percentage
then you can keep going forward from there.

“If we can get the right kind of balance and a
bit of luck with injuries I know we will be com-
petitive.” Salford mounted a strong second-half
comeback against champions Wigan in their
opening fixture, but it was not enough to pre-
vent a 26-16 defeat.

CARNEY WAIT 
The Red Devils will be without injured sec-

ond-row pair Weller Hauraki and Ben Murdoch-
Masila against Huddersfield, while new signing
Todd Carney is yet to receive a work visa.

“We know it’s in the final stages and hopeful-
ly we’ll have some positive news this week,” said
Salford coach Ian Watson.

“He (Carney) is ready to come, his bags are all
packed. “We’ve got to perform like we did in the
second half (against Wigan) for 80 minutes. 

“I t will  be a good opportunity against
Huddersfield today to see if we have learnt our
lessons.” In the only other Super League fixture
this week due to the World Club Series, Leigh
will host their first top-flight match in 12 years
against Leeds on Friday.

The Centurions’ first game back in the Super
League ended in a heavy 44-16 defeat by
Castleford, while Leeds lost 6-4 to St Helens.

Despite that narrow defeat, Rhinos prop
Mitch Garbutt was encouraged by his side’s per-
formance and has dismissed suggestions Leeds

are already under pressure in the race for the top
four. “Pressure is what you put on yourself,” the
27-year-old said. “We don’t take anything on
board from the outside. We worry about what
we can control and we put in every week and
prepare the best we can.

“We have had a really good pre-season. I’ve
been to a few clubs and I can honestly say it’s
one of the best pre-seasons I’ve been involved
in. “A lot of young kids got what they needed to
out of pre-season. They improved a lot and we
are only going to get better,” he added. — AFP
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AL-BUSTAN: Belgian Ben Hermans is the
new leader of the Tour of Oman after win-
ning yesterday’s 145km second stage.

The 30-year-old surprised a group of
stage favourites with a late attack on a
steep climb to the finish in Al Bustan, with
Portugal’s Rui Costa second and Jakob
Fuglsang of Denmark third.

Hermans was supposed to be helping
his BMC team leader and compatriot Greg
Van Avermaet, the Olympic champion, but
jumped on his opportunity to claim victory.

ìGreg was supposed to contest the
sprint finish whereas me, I had a free role,

in particular marking Romain Bardet. I tried
my luck at the best moment 150 metres
from the line,î said Hermans, who succeed-
ed Norway’s Alexander Kristoff, winner of
Tuesday’s opening stage, as race leader.

Van Abermaet finished ninth with
Bardet, second behind Chris Froome at last
year’s Tour de France, 10th.

All the favourites for overall victory,
including Italy’s seventh-placed Fabio Aru,
winner of the 2015 Vuelta a Espana, fin-
ished in the top 10. Thursday’s 162km third
stage is a hilly run from Sultan Qaboos
University to Quriyat. — AFP
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