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Kuwait’s deputy foreign minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
said in remarks published yesterday that he hopes
Rouhani’s visit will open the dialogue between the Gulf
states and Iran. The elements needed for the dialogue,
which were included in HH the Amir’s letter, call for non-
interference in the internal affairs of the Gulf states,
respecting their sovereignty and establishing good
neighborly relations, Jarallah said in the comments
published in Al-Qabas newspaper.

In Muscat,  Rouhani was welcomed by Sultan
Qaboos, where the two discussed bilateral relations
and the situation in the region, Oman’s official ONA

news agency reported. “Tehran has always been in
favor of resolving problems and disputes through dia-
logue,” Rouhani said, according to Iranian media. “Iran’s
military power is only defensive.”

He appealed for a ceasefire, increased humanitarian
aid and political dialogue to resolve the conflict in
Yemen. “Today, the Yemenis are in a particularly disas-
trous situation and we all have to act as Muslim coun-
tries to help these people,” he said. Iran traditionally
maintains good relations with Oman, with which it
shares control of the key Strait of Hormuz shipping lane.
“There are now good conditions for developing and
consolidating relations between Iran and Oman,”
Rouhani said, calling for stronger economic ties. —

Rouhani visits Kuwait, Oman to improve...
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The rocket’s main cargo was a 714-kg satellite for Earth
observation but it was also loaded with 103 smaller “nano
satellites”, weighing a combined 664 kg. The smallest
weighed only 1.1 kg. Nearly all of the nano satellites are
from other countries, including Israel, Kazakhstan,
Switzerland and 96 from the United States. Eighty-eight of
them are from Planet Inc - a San Francisco-based Earth
imagery company - and weigh 4.5 kg each. Only three satel-
lites belonged to India.

Scientists sat transfixed as they watched the progress of
the rocket on monitors until the last payload was ejected,
and then began punching the air in triumph and hugging
each other. This was PSLV’s 39th successful mission, known as
India’s space workhorse. The launch means India now holds
the record for launching the most satellites in one go, sur-
passing Russia which launched 39 satellites in a single mis-
sion in June 2014.

And it is another feather in the cap for ISRO which sent an
unmanned rocket to orbit Mars in 2013 at a cost of just $73
million, compared with NASA’s Maven Mars mission which
had a $671 million price tag. ISRO is also mulling the idea of
missions to Jupiter and Venus. The business of putting com-
mercial satellites into space for a fee is growing as phone,
Internet and other companies, as well as countries, seek
greater and more high-tech communications. 

India has carved out a reputation as a reliable low-cost

option, relying in part on its famed skill of “jugaad” - creating
a cheap alternative solution. Experts say much of its credibil-
ity stems from India’s successful launch of the Mars orbiter,
which gave it an edge over its rivals in the space race.  

“India is proving to be a very viable option because of the
cost and the  reliability factor,” said Ajay Lele, a senior fellow
at the Delhi-based 

Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses. “India has
been doing these launches successfully and has established
itself as a very reliable player.” Mathieu J Weiss, a liaison offi-
cer for France’s CNES national space agency  who is currently
in India, said ISRO had pulled off a major feat. “It’s a great
technical challenge to launch so many satellites at once into
orbit on the right trajectory so that they don’t make contact
with each other,” he told AFP. Weiss said India had become a
major player in the space race by making itself very competi-
tive with its low costs and by working with private compa-
nies  which are space specialists. “India has become a space
power in its own right in recent years,” he added. 

Last June, India set a national record after it successful-
ly launched a rocket carrying 20 satellites, including 13
from the US. The 50-year-old space agency plans to send
four more rockets into space  later this year ahead of its
second lunar mission Chandrayaan-2 slated for 2018.
Modi has often hailed India’s budget space technology,
quipping in 2014  that a rocket that launched four foreign
satellites into orbit had cost less to  make than Hollywood
film “Gravity”.  — AFP

India puts 104 satellites in orbit
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“They’re taught tremendous hate. I have seen what
they’re taught... it starts in the school room, and they
have to acknowledge Israel.”

Netanyahu had warm words for the US alliance, and
hammered home his own prerequisites for peace. “First,
the Palestinians must recognize the Jewish state. They
have to stop calling for Israel’s destruction,” he said.
“Second, in any peace agreement, Israel must retain the
overriding security control over the entire area west of
the Jordan River,” he added.

This area contains the entire West Bank area that
would represent the heart of any Palestinian state as
conceived in all previous international agreements. The
change in the US stance, which was trailed overnight by
a US official, triggered Palestinian despair and conster-
nation in international capitals. The second ranking offi-
cial in the Palestine Liberation Organization, Saeb
Erekat, denounced it as an attempt to “bury the two
state solution and eliminate the state of Palestine.” And
he warned that any single state that emerged would
lose Israel’s Jewish character. “There’s only one alterna-
tive,” he told a news conference. “A single democratic
state that guarantees the rights of all: Jews, Muslims
and Christians.”

The new US message deliberately echoed the long-
standing Israeli position: No peace deal can be imposed
from outside and the agenda for talks must reflect the

reality on the ground. Naftali Bennett, the right-wing
leader of the hardline Jewish Home party and an oppo-
nent of any Palestinian state cried victory. “A new era.
New ideas. No need for third Palestinian state beyond
Jordan and Gaza. Big day for Israelis and reasonable
Arabs. Congrats,” he tweeted.

Speaking in Cairo after talks with Egypt’s President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, UN chief Antonio Guterres warned
that “everything must be done” to preserve the two-
state solution. France, which organized the January
peace conference, was also unimpressed. Its ambassa-
dor to the UN, Francois Delattre told reporters “our com-
mitment to the two-state solution is stronger than ever.”
Trump has tapped son-in-law Jared Kushner and lawyer
Jason Greenblatt to lead peace efforts. Kushner had din-
ner with Netanyahu - a longtime family friend - and US
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on Tuesday night.

Israel sees Iran and its Lebanese ally the Hezbollah
militia as the greatest threats in an unruly region, a view
shared by the leaders of the main Sunni Arab states of
the region. So yesterday, Netanyahu held out the
prospect of a broader realignment, with the US and
Israel partnering with Sunni Arab states in an anti-
Iranian alliance. “I think that if we work together... on the
great magnitude and danger of the Iranian threat, then I
think we can roll back Iran’s aggression and danger,”
Netanyahu said. “That’s something that is important for
Israel, the Arab states, but I think it’s vitally important for
America.”  —AFP 

Trump drops US commitment to ‘two-state’...
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But Ashour said raising the issue now is part of political
score settling and is not intended to serve justice, adding
that those who have the evidence must submit it to the pub-
lic prosecution, otherwise they are partners in the crime.

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari said the anti-corruption law
includes the necessary articles to hold the lawmakers to
account in court. MPs then voted to call on the Anti-
Corruption Authority to accept cases related to the bribes
received by MPs, starting from the 2006 Assembly. They
also passed a recommendation to make the necessary

amendments to the anti-corruption laws to be able to
prosecute those who took the bribes.

The Assembly also entered into heated arguments
when it discussed a report by the legislative committee
over the controversy around the election of the deputy
Assembly speaker. Several MPs criticized the report and
said it was biased in favor of opposition contender
Harbash, but members of the committee strongly denied
the accusation. Ghanem took part in the debate and said
that the issue will be settled by the constitutional court.
The Assembly also agreed to move the next session from
Feb 28 to March 7 because of the national holidays.

Adasani reopens MP deposits case
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This collaboration represents an exciting step in iflix’s
growth story as we launch in the MENA region with a
partner who shares our vision and commitment to deliv-
er an outstanding service and create awesome experi-
ences for our customers.” 

John-Paul McKerlie, CEO of iflix Arabia added: “The
teaming of Zain and iflix has empowered both businesses
with the capacity to offer customers the most incredible
content services.  A great mix of local and international
catalogues will reach audiences using Zain’s leading net-
works, guaranteeing the best speeds for streaming and
user experience, bringing even more content to cus-
tomers and enhancing their viewing experience.  We are
very excited about the launch and what it means for our
customers and shareholders in the future.”

iflix’s propriety compression and adaptive bit rate tech-
nology further ensures that users have a great viewing
experience, by enabling the service to stream smoothly
on low internet speeds. Each subscription allows users to
access the service on up to five devices, including phones,
laptops, tablets, and television sets, for viewing wherever,
whenever. A special feature for iflix subscribers is that they
can also download TV shows and movies from iflix’s
extensive catalogue for offline viewing.

With over 170 studio and distributor relationships
worldwide, iflix offers users the broadest and most com-
prehensive selection of content available, Now available
in Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, Brunei, the Maldives and Pakistan, and soon
across the MENA region, iflix will continue to roll out its
world-class service to key additional emerging markets
in the coming months.  

The creation of ‘iflix Arabia’ builds on the establish-
ment of the Zain Digital Frontier and Innovation (ZDFI)
business unit in 2014, which is charged with launching
Zain into the digital space and the view to growing the
company through new innovative business streams
that contribute to Zain’s financial viability and market
capitalization. ZDFI focuses on the areas of innovation;
digital services; corporate venturing; and smart cities,
with the ultimate aim of Zain becoming a regional inno-
vation trendsetter.

iflix Arabia aims to redefine how consumers in the
MENA region enjoy entertainment content, with
groundbreaking features and continuous platform
innovation. The collaboration forms a key pillar for
Zain’s transformation into a truly digital telecommuni-
cations company offering customers an exceptional
mobile experience. 

Zain, iflix set up ‘iflix  Arabia’ joint venture


