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Beyonce is pregnant-and this time, she's expecting twins
with her husband, rap mogul Jay Z. The pop superstar-
who already has a five-year-old daughter, Blue Ivy, with

Jay Z-announced the news to her more than 92 million follow-
ers on Instagram on Wednesday. Clad in panties and a bra
under a flowing veil, Beyonce posted a picture of herself
kneeling beside a human-size floral arrangement, her hands
cradling her rounded belly.

"We would like to share our love and happiness. We have
been blessed two times over," the 35-year-old singer wrote.
"We are incredibly grateful that our family will be growing by
two, and we thank you for all your well wishes," she added,
signing with Jay Z. In a timeline sure to trigger intrigue,
Beyonce announced the pregnancy a little more than nine
months after her last album "Lemonade"-in which she strongly
hinted that Jay Z was unfaithful.  Beyonce released
"Lemonade," an album intertwined with a film, on April 23.
One lyric warns an unfaithful man of a "final warning" that he's
"gonna lose your wife" if his behavior doesn't change.

A sullen Jay Z appears at the end of the film to embrace
her, suggesting reconciliation. "Lemonade" is in the running
for album of the year at the Grammy Awards on February 12,
where Beyonce leads the nominations. Her baby bump will
presumably be even more evident two months later, when
she is set for the first time to headline Coachella, the two-
weekend festival in southern California that is among the
world's premier live music events.

Previous miscarriage 
Typically reserved, Beyonce has openly spoken about the

pain of a miscarriage before she gave birth to Blue Ivy, saying
the heartbeat she had heard during her first pregnancy was
"the most beautiful music I ever heard in my life." News of the
twins prompted an avalanche of postings on social media-
which included a guessing game on the children's names.
Twitter reported half a million tweets on Beyonce within the
first 45 minutes as she became the world's top trending item.
"When Beyonce is pregnant I am pregnant," the popular
YouTube comedian Tre Melvin tweeted, calling the news a
"marvelous start" to February, marked in the United States as
Black History Month.

Several of Beyonce's fans-presumably critics of new US
President Donald Trump-declared the announcement the
happiest development so far of 2017. Some fans imagined the
prospect of a new Jackson-style musical family, with Blue Ivy
as the big sister and guide to the twins. Beyonce was a music
prodigy herself when she was growing up in Houston. Then
known as Beyonce Knowles, she started her career as the
teenage lead singer of Destiny's Child.

She and Jay Z are among the most commercially successful
figures in music, with a combined net worth estimated at $1
billion. While enjoying a wide following, Beyonce has increas-
ingly felt comfortable showing her political side. She and Jay Z
hit the trail for Hillary Clinton in her unsuccessful campaign
against Trump last year. The first single on "Lemonade," the
bouncy New Orleans-inspired track "Formation," was accom-
panied by a video that throws support behind the Black Lives
Matter campaign against police brutality. — AFP

Beyonce takes over Internet with twins news

File photo shows Beyonce and Jay Z perform on stage during a Get
Out The Vote concert in support of Hillary Clinton at Wolstein Center
in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP photos

This file photo shows US singer Beyonce as she accepts
an award on stage during the 2016 MTV Video Music
Award at the Madison Square Garden in New York. 

'Game of Thrones'
music comes to 

a stage near you

Any fan of the HBO fantasy television series "Game of
Thrones" will tell you that the show enthrals right
from its opening title sequence accompanied by a

foreboding instrumental piece played using drums and vio-
lins. Later this month, Ramin Djawadi, the composer for the
show who wrote this catchy title track, takes a production
of music from "Game of Thrones" on a live performance
tour across Canada and the US.

Three years in the making, the "Game of Thrones Live
Concert Experience" comprises a musical program from all
six seasons in chronological order, including "all the spoil-
ers", Djawadi says with a laugh. "As the seasons have pro-
gressed and as the story has expanded, so has the score,"
he said. "And it's exciting every season to find new instru-
mentation for what we haven't used before." At a first look
at rehearsals for the concert on Wednesday night, actor
Liam Cunningham was impressed at the "enormous" scope
of the production.

With massive screens, a piano raised high on a stage
infused in green light, and a choir that performs in a
sombre procession, the show promises to excite audi-
ences. "Game of Thrones" has been a television phenom-
enon that has garnered large praise in the industry, win-
ning a Golden Globe, SAG Awards, a BAFTA and several
Emmys. "Listen, the best drama holds a mirror up to soci-
ety," explained Cunningham. "One could certainly say
that certain recently elected officials in a certain country
could easily fit into our cast. I'll leave that to your imagi-
nation." The "Game of Thrones' Live Concert Experience"
begins its tour on February 20 in Minneapolis, and trav-
els across the United States until finishing in Portland,
Oregon, on April 2. — Reuters

Sturgill Simpson,

Chance the Rapper to

perform at Grammys

Top Grammy contenders Sturgill Simpson and Chance the
Rapper are set to perform at the awards show this month.
The Recording Academy announced yesterday that fellow

nominee William Bell and Grammy winners Little Big Town and
Gary Clark Jr will also perform on the live telecast on Feb 12.
Simpson is nominated for album of the year and best country
album for "A Sailor's Guide to Earth." Chance the Rapper is nomi-
nated for seven awards, including three for best rap song.

Beyonce is the most nominated performer with nine,
including bids for album, song and record of the year. James
Corden will host the 59th annual Grammy Awards, airing live
on CBS from the Staples Center in Los Angeles. Previously
announced performers include Adele,  Bruno Mars,  the
Weeknd and Daft Punk. — AP

In this file photo, Chance The Rapper performs onstage dur-
ing the iTunes festival at the Roundhouse in Camden, north
London. — AP

This file photo shows singer Beyonce during the 2016 MTV
Video Music Awards at Madison Square Garden in New York.


