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JAKARTA: Indonesia and Australia yester-
day pledged to “choke off” funding to ter-
rorist groups planning attacks, as fears
grow in both countries that Islamic State
group supporters may be hatching new
plots. There have been a series of IS-
inspired assaults and foiled plans in the
neighboring countries in recent years as
the appeal of IS spawns a new generation
of extremists in the region. Indonesian
and Australian ministers meeting in
Jakarta pledged to halt the flows of illicit
money used to fund attacks, while finan-
cial intelligence agencies from both
countries signed an agreement to tackle
the scourge.

“We know that one of the most effec-
tive ways to combat the surge of terror-
ism is to attack the funding and the
movement of money,” Australian
Attorney-General George Brandis said
after the talks. Indonesian Chief Security
Minister Wiranto, who like many
Indonesians goes by one name, said the

discussions focused on “how we can
choke off funding routes.” Indonesian
militants fighting with IS in the Middle
East are suspected of sending money to
finance plots in recent years, while radi-
calized Indonesian domestic workers in
wealthier parts of Asia, such as Hong
Kong, have also been accused of transfer-
ring funds to extremists back home. 

There have also been indications that
money to fund extremist activities has
been flowing between Indonesia, the
world’s most populous Muslim-majority
country, and Australia. In 2015
Indonesia’s financial intelligence agency
said it suspected that six billion rupiah
($450,000) linked to terrorism had been
transferred from Australia to Indonesia.
The agreement announced by the intelli-
gence agencies is a seven-year collabora-
tion that includes sending Australian IT
specialists to help the Indonesian side
and workshops on counter-terrorism
financing. —AFP

Indonesia, Australia vow to choke off terror funding

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
announced yesterday the military would take a lead-
ing role in his deadly drug war, while vowing to kill
more traffickers and addicts. “I’m taking in the AFP
(Armed Forces of the Philippines) and raising the issue
of drugs as a national security threat so that I will call
on all the armed forces to assist,” Duterte said as he
promised to kill more “son of a bitch” drug addicts. 

His comments were the first following a report
from Amnesty International that the killings in the
drug war, in which more than 6,500 people have died
in seven months, may amount to crimes against
humanity. They were also the clearest signal of
Duterte’s plans for the drug war, after he admitted this
week the police force that had initially led the cam-
paign was “corrupt to the core” and said they would
no longer be allowed to take part. The 71-year-old for-
mer state prosecutor won presidential elections last
year after promising during the campaign to eradicate
drugs in society within six months by killing tens of
thousands of people. 

However Duterte has had to sideline the police
after a series of scandals emerged over the past
month in which police were caught committing mur-
der, kidnapping, extortion and robbery using the

drug war as cover. In one of the highest-profile cases,
anti-drug officers kidnapped a South Korean busi-
nessman then murdered him inside the national
police headquarters as part of an extortion racket,
according to an official investigation.

Gone crackers   
Amnesty on Wednesday accused police of sys-

temic human rights abuses in the drug war, including
shooting dead defenseless people, fabricating evi-
dence, paying assassins to murder drug addicts and
stealing from those they killed. It also said police were
being paid by their superiors to kill. Amnesty said it
documented victims as young as eight years old. “The
police are behaving like the criminal underworld that
they are supposed to be enforcing the law against,”
Amnesty said as it warned that the International
Criminal Court may need to investigate possible
crimes against humanity.

However Duterte was unrepentant yesterday as
he launched a profanity-laced tirade against his critics
and rejected charges of human rights abuses. He gave
a lengthy explanation of the problems for people who
used the highly addictive methamphetamine known
locally as shabu and may have gone “crackers.” “And

you bleed for those son(s) of a bitch,” he said, adding
that roughly 3,000 had been killed so far. “I will kill
more. If only to get rid of drugs.” Police have reported
killing 2,555 people in the drug war, while nearly
4,000 others have died in unexplained circumstances,
according to official figures.

As he announced plans for using soldiers in the
drug crackdown, Duterte remarked how he only had
“limited warm bodies” and discussed the pros and
cons of imposing “martial law” to fight drugs. “If it’s
really needed to preserve the country, maybe. But it’s
not the right thing to do at this moment, as you can
see,” Duterte said. The defense department, which
oversees the military, has asked Duterte’s executive
secretary for a written official order to serve as legal
basis for the military’s participation in the drug war,
ministry spokesman Arsenio Andolong said.

Phelim Kine, Asia deputy director of Human Rights
Watch, warned that using the military for policing
forces anywhere “heightens the risk of unnecessary or
excessive force and inappropriate military tactics.”
“There is also a deeply rooted culture of impunity for
military abuses in the Philippines,” with only one sol-
dier convicted of an extrajudicial killing since 2001,
Kine said.—AFP 

Philippines’ Duterte vows to kill 

more in drug war, use military
Raising this issue as threat to national security

Thailand hopes 

for upgrade 

in US human 

trafficking report

BANGKOK: Thailand has stepped up
prosecutions for human trafficking and
hopes its status will be upgraded in the
annual US Trafficking in Persons report,
the foreign minister said yesterday. The
report, which ranks countries based on
anti-traff icking efforts,  matters to
Thailand’s junta as it tries to fully nor-
malize relations with Washington and to
show it is tackling tough issues better
than previous civilian administrations.

Last year,  Thailand’s status was
upgraded a notch to Tier 2 “Watch List.”
It had been downgraded to the lowest
level, Tier 3, after a 2014 coup. “We
believe that any government would
have a good feeling about, or even
admire, what we have done,” Foreign
Minister Don Pramudwinai told a news
conference. “We certainly are hopeful
we’ll be viewed favorably.” In 2016,
Thailand investigated 333 cases, prose-
cuted 301 people and convicted 268, he
said. In last year’s TIP report, Thailand
reported investigating 317 cases, prose-
cuting 242 people, and convicting 241.

The military government has vowed
to crack down on human trafficking,
particularly in Thailand’s multi-billion-
dollar  seafood industry.  But r ights
groups say millions of migrant workers
remain vulnerable to abuse in fishing,
the sex trade and other industries. Don
did not expect any change in US
emphasis on the importance of fighting
human trafficking under new President
Donald Trump, but said it would remain
a priority for Thailand anyway. “We’ll
keep on as we have done,” he said.
Thailand submitted its report on anti-
trafficking efforts for the year 2016 to
the United States on Tuesday. The US
State Department’s TIP report usually
comes out in June.—Reuters

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s Chief Security Minister Wiranto shakes hand
with Australia’s Attorney-General George Brandis during a press
conference in Jakarta yesterday. —AFP


