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Crime
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Police hunt suspects in niqabs
KUWAIT: A search is in progress for two women wearing
niqabs seen on a surveillance camera stealing a female citi-
zen’s purse at a shopping center in Ogaila, security sources
said. Case papers indicate that on discovering her purse was
missing, the woman told her husband who asked to check the
cameras. The tapes showed one woman distracting the victim
while the other reached into her handbag to steal the purse,
before both fled. 

Shooting incident probed 
Jahra detectives are investigating a citizen’s report that
he was shot at by an unknown person while driving along
Salmi highway, security sources said. The sources noted
that the main’s testimony appears contradictory, after
claiming to have known the shooter before changing his
story. He claimed he chased the suspect, whose license
plate fell off, before losing him. After returning to the
scene neither the license plate or bullets were found.
Despite the discrepancies, the case was filed and further
investigations are underway. 

Bike accident 
A Syrian was recently rushed to Al-Sabah Hospital for
treatment having lost control of his bike and falling in the
Shuwaikh industrial area. 

Harassment complaint
A female citizen recently filed a harassment complaint
against a man who she accused of sending her indecent
messages, security sources said. The woman added that
when she demanded the unknown sender cease the mes-
sages, he responded with insults. A case was filed.
Separately, a Kuwaiti woman launched a harassment
claim against a man, who she claimed was not serious
about marrying her, for allegedly showing up to her work
and inquiring about the reason for their break-up, securi-
ty sources said. The girl expressed fears that the suspect’s
behavior would scandalize her at work and with her fami-
ly. The suspect is being summoned.

Properties missing
A Fintas-based Egyptian reported that after returning from a
trip to Egypt, he discovered his door open and several posses-
sions, worth around KD 1600, missing. A case was filed.   

WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti Ambassador to
the US Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah stressed that the US adminis-
tration’s travel ban will  not affect
Kuwaiti citizens who wish to travel to
the United States. Sheikh Salem Al-
Abdullah even encouraged Kuwaitis to
resume their plans to visit the US as
usual. However, he advised them to
abide by the US authorities’ laws and
regulations. The US administration tem-

porary travel ban includes: Iraq, Iran,
Syria, Sudan, Yemen, Libya, and
Somalia. 

UN chief comments 
Meanwhile, UN Secretary General

Antonio Guterres said President Donald
Trump’s executive order on immigration
is “not the best way to protect the
United States.” President Trump signed
on January 27 an executive order to halt

the US refugee program for 120 days,
and ban entry of immigrants from seven
Muslim-majority countries for 90 days.

Commenting on the measures,
Guterres said the resettlement of
refugees is, in many situations, the only
possible solution. 

“ I f  you are  a  v ict im of  torture,
women and children have lost mem-
bers of their families and are deeply
traumatized people with complex

health situations,” he told reporters.
He affirmed that this is not the way to
best protect US or any other country
in relation to the serious concerns
that exists about possibilities of ter-
ror ist  inf i l t rat ion,  not ing that  he
thinks that these measures should be
removed sooner rather than later.
This is not the first occasion the UN
chief speaks on refugees and the ban
of immigrants. — Agencies 

Kuwaitis ‘not affected’ by US travel ban 

Dangerous driving
A man was recently arrested for dangerous driving in Ahmadi.
The suspect initially ignored orders from police to pull over,
said security sources. They also revealed that police discov-
ered the man had been sentenced to a seven-year prison term
he had yet to complete.

MoE investigates accident
MoE is investigating an accident where a bus carrying 33 school
handymen turned over, injuring a several, when the driver suf-
fered a stroke and lost control of the vehicle. — Al-Rai/ Al-Anbaa  

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti MP Majed Al-Mutairi
yesterday proposed an amendment to
the labor law in the private sector stipu-
lating that expatriates must obtain an
exit visa in order to leave the country,
similar to procedures in Saudi Arabia
and Qatar. Mutairi said that the measure
is intended to safeguard the interests of
Kuwaiti citizens who employ expatri-
ates. He said that in some cases, expatri-
ates who handle lots of money for
Kuwaitis leave the country after taking
some of the funds. 

Meanwhile, a much anticipated
Assembly session to debate the govern-
ment’s demographic policy failed to
take place yesterday for a lack of quo-
rum with the session just two lawmakers
short of the legal number to start. MPs
who called for the special session
strongly criticized the government and
lawmakers who failed to show up. Only
three ministers were present in the
chamber when Speaker Marzouk Al-
Ghanem adjourned the session.

MPs Safa Al-Hashem, Abdulkarim Al-
Kundari, Hamdan Al-Azemi, Mubarak Al-
Hajraf and others strongly criticized the

government and other lawmakers for
aborting the session. Hashem called for
raising the minimum wage for expatri-
ates and Kuwaitis as well saying this
method will force employers to recruit
only highly skilled foreign labor and
eventually reduce the number of expa-
triates. She said that when there are
three expatriates against every Kuwaiti
citizen, then “the country has reached
the danger level” and blamed senior
officials at the interior ministry for both
failing to stop visa traders and benefit-
ing from the illegal trade.

The lawmaker said that by calling to
rectify the demographic structure “we
are not underestimating the importance
of expatriates because we still need
them in many professions”. Last month,
Hashem lashed out at expatriates and
called for imposing taxes on them
including a 100 fils tax for expats walk-
ing on the roads. The purpose of the
special session was to hear a govern-
ment statement about its policy on
expatriates and reforming the popula-
tion structure which is highly in favor of
expatriates who make up around 70 per-
cent of the 4.4 million population.

Earlier in the week, Social Affairs and

Labor Minister Hind Al-Sabeeh said a
higher ministerial committee on popula-
tion has devised a plan under which the
percentage of expatriates will be low-
ered to 60 percent by 2030. 

This means that the number of expa-
triates which currently stands at 3.1 mil-
lion must not change until the end of
the plan in 2030 because based on the
growth rate for citizens, the number of
Kuwaitis is expected to grow to around
two million by 2030 which means that
expats must be around three million to
achieve the target.

In the meantime, 24 lawmakers have
signed on a request to hold a special
debate on the so-called bank deposits
scandal in which a number of present
and former MPs are involved in receiv-
ing millions of dinars in bribes for politi-
cal reasons. The lawmakers want to
announce the names of those politicians
involved in the scandal.  Assembly
Speaker Ghanem and Minister of Justice
Faleh Al-Azab denied yesterday that
Information and Youth Minister Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah has sub-
mitted his resignation. The two officials
said that the issue is in the hands of the
minister and the political leadership.

Lawmaker proposes
exit visa for expats

‘Population session’ fails to take place; no quorum

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah headed the 113th (1-2017) meeting
of the Supreme Council of petroleum at Seif Palace yesterday. During the meeting, participants discussed items on the
agenda. — KUNA


